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Introduction


	This book is based upon selected (translated) verses from the holy book, the Quran; verses that contain logical information or reasoning with the human mind. These verses indicate that Islam is a religion that respects, moreover rewards, thinking and contemplation. The Quran is a revelation from God, transported by the angel Gabriel, delivered to the Messenger Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace).


	The verses present irrefutable logic that leave a person astonished as he gradually comprehends the weight of what he is presented with, leaving him thinking deeply. If a person truly grasps the logic, and is objective in his deductions without being hindered by pride, he will end up with just one sensible conclusion: belief in one God.


	But to those who doubt that the verses are from God, it is up to them to decide whether these verses are within a human's capability and knowledge to compose or if they surpass human limits. I believe that within everyone is a God-given innate instinct that can recognize what is unique and sent from Him.


	This book will be divided into sections, each section responding to a false claim or addressing a belief issue via simple logic provided in the Quran. This will begin by responding to the basic claim that there is no God, and progressing systematically through the sections to reach the final logical conclusion; the truth.


	It is important to note that in the Quranic verses, terms used by God when describing Himself are often plural in the Arabic language, indicating greatness and extolment. For example, "We" and "Us" is used frequently instead of "I" or "Me". It is not a literal indication that God is a multiple entity.


	NB. The endnotes indicate the source of the translation of the Quran verses, since the original Scripture of the Quran is in Arabic. As in regards to Prophet Muhammad's sayings (may Allah bless him and grant him peace), the endnotes indicate the narrator of the Hadeeth.




Chapter 1: Faulty reasoning in faith


	The majority of people that fall into faulty beliefs are bound to one of two categories. These are either: disbelieving in God (atheism), or believing in God but accompanied by an association of partners with Him (polytheism). In the second category, the commonest finding is associating a son with God. These beliefs will be discussed in a purely rational and systematic manner within this chapter, so that the reader can think and decide for himself whether these beliefs are sensible or not.


	1.1 Denying the existence of God


	Individuals who don’t believe in God do so based on an erred argument, resulting from uninformed aspects or misunderstood issues. Others may adhere to disbelief based on desire, while ignoring signs and what their deepest instincts whisper to them. If only they would pause from their lives every once in a while, slowing its pace down, and ponder in serenity…


	Observe what's around, listen. Perceive


	To every disbeliever, a basic issue must have presented itself: have you looked closely at what's around you and pondered, then got convinced that this is all a coincidence? The blue skies, the scurrying clouds, the flying birds, the tiny lively insects, the beautiful and astonishing variable sea creatures that live even in the deepest parts of the sea, the delicate patterns on butterflies and flowers and ladybugs, pointless?


	The enormous planets orbiting around the sun in a balanced state, while each planet rotates around itself, with soothing beautiful moons rotating around them, and the thousands of shining stars, haphazardly? Consider the speed of an orbiting planet that is held by the centrifugal effect around the Sun, if its speed increases it will catapult out of the system, and if it slows down it will be drawn towards the Sun.


	Moreover, a planet’s course isn’t perfectly circular, it is oval, causing its distance from the Sun to vary throughout the year. Add to all this that there are multiple planets orbiting around the Sun. For millions of years this balanced yet actively interacting system hasn't collapsed, all by chance? Can the probability of all these specific things happening by coincidence or natural evolution be calculated even?


	How can this intricate and organized universe come into existence, and moreover order, without someone who intended it? If an individual saw a helicopter and asked who manufactured it, then someone answered “it just happened to be” or “it evolved to be so”, would it be a convincing answer? Such detailed functionality and synchronicity cannot spur without being directed.


	Furthermore, how can intelligent life-forms like insects, animals and humans come into existence from a non-intelligent source or process? God says about the creations around us 'Then do they not look at the camels - how they are created? [17] And at the sky - how it is raised? [18] And at the mountains - how they are erected? [19] And at the earth - how it is spread out?' [88: 17–20]1.


	And how can this universe persist so long without someone to preserve it from aberration? God preserves all these intricate and balanced creations lest they should deviate and then perish, which He informed us of 'Indeed, Allah holds the heavens and the earth, lest they cease. And if they should cease, no one could hold them [in place] after Him. Indeed, He is Forbearing and Forgiving' [35: 41]1.


	Even on a smaller scale, the Earth, humans have thrived upon it for thousands of years in spite of a condition where if one of the many large space bodies (such as an asteroid) hits Earth, we would perish no matter where it strikes. And about this point God states:


	Have you not seen that Allah has subjected to you whatever is in the earth and the ships to run upon the sea (Literally: in the sea) at His Command, and He holds back the heaven so that it should not fall down upon the earth except by His permission? Surely Allah is indeed to mankind Ever-Compassionate, Ever-Merciful. [22: 65]3.


	If a person says that this is all coincidental (or that nature caused it, which is the same as saying it is coincidental because nature isn’t a lively entity in itself, it’s a general term), it is a denial that there is greater meaning to living. This is because it would mean that there is no greater point to our (and all that’s around us) existence, since all living things die, and that’s it for them. However, our lives are not pointless, nor are the Heavens and Earth and all that’s around us created pointlessly.


	God stated to us a very reasonable point, that He didn’t create all this just for enjoyment, there is some greater meaning to all of this 'We created not the heavens and the earth and all that is between them for a (mere) play. [16] Had We intended to take a pastime (i.e. a wife or a son, etc.), We could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going to do (that)' [21: 16–17]2. Indeed, God is exalted from doing trivial things such as creating the Heavens and the Earth aimlessly, or taking a wife or son. The purpose of creating all this is for Him to supervise each person's behaviour, and then to reward them according to their actions:


	And We did not create the heaven and the earth and that between them aimlessly. That is the assumption of those who disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire. [27] Or should we treat those who believe and do righteous deeds like corrupters in the land? Or should We treat those who fear Allah like the wicked? [38: 27–28]1.


	This statement also annuls the assumption, which some people have, that there is a God who created this world but then becomes just a passive observer, i.e. leaving creatures do as they wish and events occurring without interference, since this would mean that God did something aimless. This is an inappropriate characteristic to exist in a Lord, and is -in practicality- similar to assuming that there is no God since it is an assumption that God will do nothing.


	Furthermore, leaving oppressors to do injustice upon others (and ultimately get away with it) without interference from the All-Powerful God, who is capable to enforce justice, would mean that God concurs this injustice, another feature that is inappropriate to be found in God. If a policeman sees a crime occurring in front of him and chooses not to interfere then isn't he part of that crime? The explanation that injustice is left to occur in this world is that God ruled that He will effectuate ultimate justice in the Hereafter, after He records irrefutable proof of what everyone actually did. As for this life, God intervenes sometimes to return some people's rights, but usually after a delay.


		To those who deny that there is a God, He says this to them 'And have they not looked into the Dominion of the heavens and the earth and what things Allah has created, and that may be that their term has already drawn near? So, in whichever discourse after (this) are they to believe?' [7: 185]3. So look again, 'Do they not see the birds held (flying) in the midst of the sky? None holds them but Allah [none gave them the ability to fly but Allah]. Verily, in this are clear proofs and signs for people who believe (in the Oneness of Allah)' [16: 79]2.


	And look again and again 'Who has created the seven heavens one above another, you can see no fault in the creations of the Most Beneficent. Then look again: "Can you see any rifts?" [3] Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to you in a state of humiliation and worn out' [67: 3–4]2. Check the skies for any fissures, your eyesight will get fatigued before you find any.


	The reality of the situation is that all living, and even inanimate, things that God created submit to Him in obedience and exalt Him. It is just that we don’t understand their exaltations, for different species have different methods assigned to it:


	Do you not see that Allah is exalted by whomever is within the heavens and the earth and [by] the birds with wings spread [in flight]? Each [of them] has known his [means of] prayer and exalting [Him], and Allah is Knowing of what they do. [41] And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and to Allah is the destination. [24: 41–42]1.


	And this is a matter of fact, for God reveals to us an example of the method of prostration 'Have they not considered what things Allah has created? Their shadows incline to the right and to the left, prostrating to Allah, while they are humble' [16: 48]1. So this is a method of prostration regarding inanimate creations that God assigned to them.


	It must be pointed out that God loves to be praised particularly during two phases in the day: sunrise and sunset. And He informed Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace) about this, so Muslims recite their praises especially during these two times of the day (praising should not be confused with praying). Is it coincidental then that we hear the greatest chirping for birds at these times? Is it coincidental that tree leaves and flowers open at sunrise and close at sunset?


	A disbeliever may attribute all these phenomena to the Sun's state, but then who created the Sun, and who designed these creatures to respond to the Sun!? God informs us 'And to Allah prostrate themselves whoever are in the heavens and the earth, willingly and unwillingly, and their shadows (prostrate) in the early mornings and (the hours) before sunset. [A prostration is to be performed here]' [13: 15]3. 


	Do we not notice the behavioural differences in animals and plants at these times? It is because many people look but do not see, hear but do not listen, recognize but do not accept; for some do not ponder, whilst others choose denial over belief and ignorance over knowledge. Do we have to understand how other creatures praise God in order to acknowledge that it happens? How so when even people of different cultures do not understand each other due to lingual differences, although they are the very same species?


	It is not our place, nor within our capability, to comprehend all the different ways that all the various creatures have been assigned to praise God. What concerns us is our assignment in worshipping Him, and it is not for us to speculate sceptically over other creations, because our non-comprehension of the praises performed by the creatures does not mean it doesn't happen.


	God informs us 'The seven heavens and the earth and whatever is in them exalt Him. And there is not a thing except that it exalts [Allah] by His praise, but you do not understand their [way of] exalting. Indeed, He is ever Forbearing and Forgiving' [17: 44]1. So all that is around us, and the spike in activity of creatures during sunrise and sunset, is not nature's doing, nor is it coincidental; God's hand is apparent in His creation.


	But alas, disbelievers claim that there is no proof of God’s existence, whilst they pass by hundreds of signs daily, such as the sun, clouds, birds, moon and stars. God states one such basic sign saying 'Do you not see that Allah has sent down rain from the sky and the earth becomes green? Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted.' [22: 63]1. Truly it is fascinating and beautiful how the soil turns lively with green vegetation after rainy seasons.


	Another example that is presented to us is 'And within the land are neighboring plots and gardens of grapevines and crops and palm trees, [growing] several from a root or otherwise, watered with one water; but We make some of them exceed others in [quality of] fruit. Indeed in that are signs for a people who reason.' [13: 4]1.


	All the plants have one food source and one fluid source (soil and water), yet each seed expresses a different set of fruit, leaf and stem pattern. All such information is stored within each seed. Thus two neighbouring plants, when fed the same water, may produce entirely different fruits just because the programming within each seed is different. How can this be unintentional?


	And this variation is not limited to plants, which God states. 'Do you not see that Allah sends down rain from the sky, and We produce thereby fruits of varying colors? And in the mountains are tracts, white and red of varying shades and [some] extremely black. [27] And among people and moving creatures and grazing livestock are various colors similarly. Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.' [35: 27–28]1.


	But some people attribute this phenomenon to evolution instead of God. However, attributing this variation to evolution does not logically answer a very critical question: How did the very first living cell, from which everything theoretically evolved, come into existence? From what substance did it emerge?


	Furthermore, if the goal of evolution is to ensure survival of life through advancement and variation of species throughout generations, it does not make sense for it to end up with different species feeding upon others. This situation would mean that evolution is eating itself from within.


	The reality of the situation is that disbelievers are between being oblivious to God’s signs or in denial that they are from God, taking them for granted. So God sums up their state 'And how many a sign within the heavens and earth do they pass over while they, therefrom, are turning away.' [12: 105]1.


	On a related topic about the creation of the universe, a very tricky issue that some doubters may present onto people is: If God created everything, who then created God? The answer, simply and briefly put, is none (we can’t even say He created Himself, it is inappropriate as will be explained).


	Logically put, we cannot assess God on the parameters of us humans, for He is far greater than to be compatibly measured by our standards and definitions. This is because we are bound by parameters which He isn’t bound by (e.g. time, space, eating, sleeping, physical strength and so on).


	How can we measure His features when the very foundations of His essence are dissimilar from us, for when He wills to create something or make something happen, all that occurs is that He says to it: Be; and so it becomes. Nothing is similar to Him in any aspect.


	Furthermore, our minds aren’t that advanced to fully comprehend His features. It is like expecting a computer with artificial intelligence to comprehend how humans survive without recharging with electricity, which is impossible since the computer never experienced eating. Moreover, if it comes in contact with water it will deteriorate.


	The computer can just memorize this information after being informed about it. Similarly, what we know about God is only what He informed us about in His holy book and through His prophets; and we have no capability to speculate about Him.


	In the end of this subsection, it must be pointed out that in Islam, in contrast to most of the other religions, free thinking about the universe is not only allowed, but moreover encouraged. This is because the truth doesn’t fear being subjected to inquisitions and tests; unlike injustice and falsehood, which evade being exposed to light. Hence, God encourages people to think, research and ask questions about what exists around them, since their findings will help them ascertain that there must be a God to all this. Additionally, doing so will help them comprehend, to some extent, His greatness.


	These findings will also concur with what is in the Quran, thus proving more that God exists and that this book is from Him, which increases the faith of the thinkers. So God urges us to think:


	Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of understanding. [190] Who remember Allah while standing or sitting or [lying] on their sides and give thought to the creation of the heavens and the earth, [saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the Fire. [3: 190–191]1.


	Then, look into yourselves


	God displayed the signs of His existence and Oneness not only in what's around us, but even within our very selves, all so we can realize His existence. He says 'And on the earth are signs for the certain [in faith] [20] And in yourselves. Then will you not see?' [50: 20–21]1.


	Some people ponder about themselves from the spiritual perspective, wondering what the ulterior purpose of their life is. Others ponder from the physical perspective, such as how do they have control over their hands and legs, and how their bodies are formed with consideration down to the smallest details. The fine functional details include the white blood cells and chemicals released to induce emotional and physical changes. These people may discover that all of these rivers of deep thought have one feature in common.


	The common feature is that all of them pour down into the same sea: that there must be a God; then some accept this fact whilst others reject it. As an example, God directs us to think about our nature, starting with the nature of what our very own bodies emit (the sperms in human semen), of which the difference between us and them is the appointed time of death. Some die before us whilst others become the next generation and die after us:


	Have you seen that which you emit? [58] Is it you who creates it, or are We the Creator? [59] We have decreed death among you, and We are not to be outdone [60] In that We will change your likenesses and produce you in that [form] which you do not know. [61] And you have already known the first creation, so will you not remember? [62] And have you seen that [seed] which you sow? [63] Is it you who makes it grow, or are We the grower? [64] If We willed, We could make it [dry] debris, and you would remain in wonder, [65] [Saying], "Indeed, we are [now] in debt; [66] Rather, we have been deprived." [67] And have you seen the water that you drink? [68] Is it you who brought it down from the clouds, or is it We who bring it down? [69] If We willed, We could make it bitter, so why are you not grateful? [70] And have you seen the fire that you ignite? [71] Is it you who produced its tree, or are We the producer? [72] We have made it a reminder and provision for the travelers, [73] So exalt the name of your Lord, the Most Great. [56: 58–74]1.


	Moving on to another issue, a very baffling phenomena that many disbelievers overlook is how their lives are spent doing what God programmed their bodies to do, and yet they deny God’s existence. To clarify, the human is designed to eat, drink, sleep at night, acquire a home for shelter, fear death and search for his other half (soul mate, i.e. wife or husband). 


	For example, when a suicidal individual is at the brink of killing himself (e.g. at the edge of a cliff or holding a gun to his head), tremendous fear from dying overwhelms him although he is convinced that he needs to take this step. So why is this so? Who programmed this self-preservation in us, that fear from death kicks in even if an individual is convinced that he needs to kill himself? God informed us that this is what we are bound by because He designed us like that.


	This was evident in many verses like 'Do they not see that We made the night that they may rest therein and the day giving sight? Indeed in that are signs for a people who believe.' [27: 86]1; 'And of His signs is that He created you from dust; then, suddenly you were human beings dispersing [throughout the earth]. [20] And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find tranquillity in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.' [30: 20–21]1. Upon such, shouldn’t a person first be able to break away from the path which God dictated his body to follow, in order to credibly say that there is no God who programmed him?


	Ending this subsection with an interesting story, a pious man was once asked: with what did you ascertain (the existence of) your God? He replied: from the revoking of determinations and annulment of plans! What he meant is that a person determines and plans to get something done, something that no other human desires to stop, and yet all his plans fail mysteriously and his persistence is fruitless, leaving the person puzzled.


	In other words, it happens that a person wills to do something and plans it perfectly, but God wills otherwise. So, unexpected incidents (to the person) keep arising in every step that disarray his arrangements and unwind his accomplishments at almost every level; making the person's will void and his efforts futile, while God implements His will.


	Conclusively, if there was no God, every plan that a man thoroughly makes that does not conflict with another man's plan would be accomplished without exception. However, it is evident that there is a higher will than a human's will that keep altering plans in a manner that is beyond coincidence.


	A futuristic fact that is proven logically


	God says 'How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He will bring you [back] to life, and then to Him you will be returned' [2: 28]1. And this is a very enlightening fact that makes us contemplate: we were a nonentity before we were born, created from nothing and given life. We then die on Earth and will all be resurrected on a due day, ultimately returning to Him to be judged on what we did on Earth.


	Even to those who argue saying “we know we were nothing before and then came to life, and we know we will die, but we do not believe that in the future we will be resurrected because there is no evidence for that”, there is proof. The fact that we will be resurrected is proven in the very same verse by the fact that it happened before. We were nothing and then we were given life, so what is there to prevent it from happening again?


	So the single verse contains a futuristic fact and its proof, which is above a human's capacity in composition, therefore pointing to the presence of a God who compiled such a powerful self-proving and decisive verse. And the question in the verse "how can you disbelieve in Allah" stresses on how disbelieving is a very irrational thing to do in spite of the given facts.


	The extinction of previous civilizations; a sign?


	It is puzzling, how can the perishing of previous civilizations be proof of God's presence? A person needs to look at this phenomenon from a specific angle, with scientific reasoning. The sign is not that there are previous civilizations that have perished mysteriously, nor is it that some disbelieving civilizations perished whilst others haven't, but rather that ALL the historic civilizations that perished were disbelievers!


	Never once has it happened that a civilization that truly believed in God (by being expressed in their actions, serving as proof of truthful belief) had been subjected to God's wrath and perished, for why would God perish a civilization that believes in Him? 'What can Allah gain by your punishment, if ye are grateful and ye believe? Nay, it is Allah that recogniseth (all good), and knoweth all things' [4: 147]5. All previous believing societies that perished have disintegrated first internally (i.e. drifted from God's path and went astray), and only then did they perish.


	So from a scientific point of view, the fact that all the civilizations that perished were disbelievers and none were believers denotes what is termed a ‘significant pattern’ (i.e. an evident correlation). And it is this pattern that God presents to the disbelievers as a logical argument in that they should believe in Him 'Not one of the towns (populations), of those which We destroyed, believed before them (though We sent them signs), will they then believe?' [21: 6]2. And God calls upon the people's minds and hearts so that they believe, saying:


	And how many a city did We destroy while it was committing wrong - so it is [now] fallen into ruin - and [how many] an abandoned well and [how many] a lofty palace. [45] So have they not traveled through the earth and have hearts by which to reason and ears by which to hear? For indeed, it is not eyes that are blinded, but blinded are the hearts which are within the breasts [22: 45–46]1.


	"Blinded are the hearts" refers to the hatred and arrogance in the hearts that prevent them from seeing the truth, or more precisely, from accepting the truth. And in a chain of mesmerizing verses, God disdains those who disbelieve, mock and laugh scornfully at what the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah bless him and grant him peace) is saying in spite of all the signs:


	Did you (O Muhammad SAW) observe him who turned away (from Islam). [33] And gave a little, then stopped (giving)? [34] Is with him the knowledge of the unseen so that he sees? [35] Or is he not informed with what is in the Pages (Scripture) of Musa (Moses), [36] And of Ibrahim (Abraham) who fulfilled (or conveyed) all that (what Allah ordered him to do or convey), [37] That no burdened person (with sins) shall bear the burden (sins) of another. [38] And that man can have nothing but what he does (good or bad). [39] And that his deeds will be seen, [40] Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best recompense. [41] And that to your Lord (Allah) is the End (Return of everything). [42] And that it is He (Allah) Who makes (whom He wills) laugh, and makes (whom He wills) weep; [43] And that it is He (Allah) Who causes death and gives life; [44] And that He (Allah) creates the pairs, male and female, [45] From Nutfah (drops of semen male and female discharges) when it is emitted; [46] And that upon Him (Allah) is another bringing forth (Resurrection); [47] And that it is He (Allah) Who gives much or a little (or gives wealth and contentment), [48] And that He (Allah) is the Lord of Sirius (the star which the pagan Arabs used to worship); [49] And that it is He (Allah) Who destroyed the former 'Ad (people), [50] And Thamud (people). He spared none of them. [51] And the people of Nuh (Noah) aforetime, verily, they were more unjust and more rebellious and transgressing [in disobeying Allah and His Messenger Nuh (Noah)]. [52] And He destroyed the overthrown cities [of Sodom to which Prophet Lout (Lot) was sent]. [53] So there covered them that which did cover (i.e. torment with stones). [54] Then which of the Graces of your Lord (O man!) will you doubt. [55] This (Muhammad SAW) is a warner (Messenger) of the (series of) warners (Messengers) of old. [56] The Day of Resurrection draws near, [57] None besides Allah can avert it, (or advance it, or delay it). [58] Do you then wonder at this recital (the Quran)? [59] And you laugh at it and weep not, [60] Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and amusements (singing, etc.). [61] So fall you down in prostration to Allah, and worship Him (Alone). [53: 33–62]2.


	And from a logical perspective, if there were cities of believers that God had perished, wouldn’t that cause virtuousness to be eliminated from the face of the Earth? In other words, perishing believers would leave disbelievers to flourish, which would eventually lead to the wiping of God’s word from the face of the Earth. So does it make sense that God would eliminate His own word after it has been established on Earth? Never once has God annihilated a believing city.


	On a side note regarding this topic, some people disbelieve in God or bear ill-feelings to Him on account that He allows suffering to befall (even to good/innocent people). Some even go as far as accusing God for causing this evil, forgetting the fact that God left us to do what we want in this life as a documented test, which entitles that some people perform evil, harming others in their path.


	On the other hand, clarifying why God subjects people to hardships, or allows the evil caused from immoral individuals to reach other people, needs extensive explanation. Aside from the verses just mentioned that it is illogical that God would perish truly virtuous people, the reasons for hardships must be understood. Initially, it must be noted that the reasons for hardships don’t all fall under the same category; the purpose may be for testing, refinement or punishment.


	Firstly, when bad things befall good people, it is a test for them, to see if they will stick to the path of God or if they will resent and be discontent, using this hardship as an excuse to commit violations and become immoral. So hardships separate those who are virtuous under any circumstance (these have the highest rank from God in the Hereafter) from the other groups.


	The other groups include those who have no patience (who revert to being good after the hardship passes), and below them all is the group containing individuals that claim virtuousness by mouth but are actually evil all the time. We should keep remembering that our life on Earth is but a test, so when a tough question comes in a test to segregate the unique from the good, are we to be shocked and resentful?


	Suffice to say that for every suffering a pious person endures, he will be abundantly compensated for it by God in the Hereafter, to such an extent that the pious person will be left feeling and knowing that he is a winner. This occurs due to the fact that God keeps rewarding that person even after ascertaining that the compensation he received is valued to be much more than for the suffering he endured.


	It reaches a degree where the pious person wishes he had more hardships in his life! This way, justice has been established. Thus the bigger the hardship is, the greater the compensation becomes. As a definite example, those who were poor in life enter Heaven before the rich up to 500 years earlier, which is multiply longer than a life span spent being poor.


	This aspect of hardship is especially apparent in cases such as children who were subject to injustices from people or struck by natural disasters. Those who die from such hardships are compensated by entering Heaven directly without going through the judgement process, since they didn’t reach the age of accountability for their actions to God. Moreover, they hold their parents’ hands and escort them into Heaven (those of which believe in God), in compensation for what the parents endured due to the parting of their children.


	Secondly, there is the refinement aspect of hardships, since the person evolves and becomes stronger and more experienced about life, by becoming more patient and more insightful. For example, he learns who his true friends are, since they are the ones who stand by him in hardships, and learns modesty and compassion with those in hardships since he comprehends their suffering more. This aspect is similar to how the army subjects its soldiers to repeated exercises of endurance so that they develop higher capabilities.


	Lastly, who of us really never disobeys God? If any of us is convinced of this, then he is either lying to himself or is unaware that he is sinning. Even to a person who disbelieves in God and the concept of sins, it must’ve happened that he committed an action which he himself testifies that wronged a specific person, ultimately feeling shame from it. God created man flawed and with the ability to defy Him, thus man is bound to disobey God whether impulsively or resolutely. The actuality of what is required from man is to resist sinning, and when he commits a sin, he is expected to truthfully repent. Thus, these bad incidents purify us from our wrong deeds (the punishment aspect of hardships).
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