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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	Charles Johnston (1867-1931) was an Irish writer, journalist, theosophist, linguist, naturalist, and Sanskrit scholar. Johnston He wrote numerous books on Indian philosophy, translating works from Sanskrit as well as on Theosophy. He was married to the niece of Madame Blavatsky and was involved in the development of the Theosophical Society in the United States.

	He was born on February 17 1867 in the small village of Ballykilbeg (in Downpatrick), County Down, Northern Ireland. His father, William Johnston, was an Irish politician, a member of parliament from South Belfast, and a member of the Orange Order. His maternal grandfather was Sir John Hay, 5th baronet of Haystoun.

	Charles Johnston studied at Derby, England, and at the Dublin University, becoming interested in Oriental Studies, and learned Sanskrit, Russian and German. Among his classmates were William Butler Yeats and George William Russell, with whom he shared an interest in the occult.

	Later, Johnston worked as a journalist. In 1884, he read Alfred Percy Sinnett's work The Occult World and founded, together with Yeats and Russell on June 16 1885, the Hermetic Society in Dublin. He read Esoteric Buddhism, Isis Unveiled, Light on the Path, and Five Years of Theosophy, and in 1887 met Madame Blavatsky in person. He also joined the Theosophical Society, and co-founded in April/June 1886 the Theosophical Lodge in Dublin. He was responsible for introducing Yeats to Madame Blavatsky in spring 1887. On October 14 1888 he married Vera Vladimirovna de Zhelihovsky (1864-1923), the niece of Helena Petrovna Blavatsky. He also entered the Indian Civil Service the same year, and served for two years in the Bengal Civil Service before contracting malaria. He was an assistant magistrate in Murshidabad for some time. He resigned and was treated in Austria. 

	Johnston translated several works from Sanskrit and Russian. As an author, he devoted himself primarily to philosophical and theosophical topics, and wrote a great number and variety of articles and books, ranging from scholarly writings on scriptures to popular volumes of humor, travel, and history.

	When the Theosophical Society split in 1895, he followed the direction of William Quan Judge and was a member of the Theosophical Society in America. After Judge's death the following year, Katherine Tingley came to head the organization. Then in 1898, Johnston, who had initially supported Tingley, seceded from Tingley's organization along with some 200 other members led by Ernest Temple Hargrove to form the Theosophical Society in America (Hargrove) Branch. In the US, Johnston continued to write commentaries on matters relating to India.

	President of the Irish Literary Society, Johnston was also a member of the Linnean Society of New York and was a keen observer of birds especially in the New York region. He influenced several young ornithologists including Ludlow Griscom (whose father was involved in the Theosophical movement) and Joseph Hickey, both of the Bronx County Bird Club. The 1930 United States Census listed Johnston as a writer and editor, with Encyclopedia Britannica as an employer.

	Johnston died on October 16, 1931 of heart disease at St. Luke's Hospital in New York City. A funeral service was held at the Chapel of the Comforter, where Clement Acton Griscom, Jr., Henry Bedinger Mitchell, and Ernest Temple Hargrove were active members. According to the New York Times obituary of October 17, «He was a widower and is survived by two sisters, Mrs. Samuel Brew who is now in British Columbia and another sister in Ireland». He was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in New York.

	The Johnston’s essay A Page of the Apocalypse, which we propose to our readers today, was published in October 1907 and January 1908 on the Theosophical Quarterly.

	According to Johnston, «One of the purposes of the Theosophical Society is to pursue the comparative study of religions, with a view to making clear the inherent spiritual truths which underlie all religions. Few books offer a more promising field for this method than does the Apocalypse, known in English as “The Revelation of Saint John the Divine”. Taken alone, this book is an almost insoluble enigma, so much so that it has been more than once proposed that it should be excluded from the canon of scripture. But taken together with other works of the same class, of which there are some in every religion, its enigmas are found to resolve themselves, yielding clear and valuable spiritual truths».

	 

	Boris Yousef,

	Rome, August 4, 2024.
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	Charles Johnston with wife Vera, his mother, and brother Lewis in 1895

	 

	 

	 

	 

	A PAGE OF THE APOCALYPSE

	 

	 

	I.

	 

	One of the purposes of the Theosophical Society is to pursue the comparative study of religions, with a view to making clear the inherent spiritual truths which underlie all religions. Few books offer a more promising field for this method than does the Apocalypse, known in English as “The Revelation of Saint John the Divine”. Taken alone, this book is an almost insoluble enigma, so much so that it has been more than once proposed that it should be excluded from the canon of scripture. But taken together with other works of the same class, of which there are some in every religion, its enigmas are found to resolve themselves, yielding clear and valuable spiritual truths.

	The first motive of the Apocalypse is John’s vision of the Logos. And we shall do well to keep in mind that “the Logos” is peculiarly John’s expression for the Divine Man. Not only is this so in the opening passage of the Gospel: “In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with God, and the Logos was God . . . And the Logos was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father), full of grace and peace”; but John uses the same phrase in the Epistles: “That which was in the beginning . . . the Logos of Life; and the Life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal Life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us”; and we find the same expression in the Apocalypse: “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Logos of God”. This bears out, what we have ample reason for believing, that the Gospel, the Epistles and the Apocalypse are all the work of the same seer, the “beloved disciple” John.
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