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	INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHER

	 

	Amid the chaos and strife following the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BCE, Mark Antony (83-30 BCE), with the advice of Cicero, persuaded the Roman Senate to declare an amnesty which pardoned the Liberators and accepted the legitimacy of Caesar's dictatorship. A public funeral followed, at which Antony delivered his famous funeral oration, a significant first step in his assertion of independent political authority in Rome.

	Caesar's funeral took place on 20 March. It was a grand ceremony and the occasion for a funeral oration which, in accordance with tradition, celebrated the deceased's heritage but chiefly recounted the departed's illustrious deeds and their value to the republic. Speeches of this kind were usually delivered by a man's son or a close relation. But Octavian was not yet in Rome – he was making his way from Apollonia – and it appears Pedius and Pinarius, like Calpurnius Piso, were willing to yield their place to Antony, who seized the moment for himself. This was the most important speech of Antony's career, and it remains the most famous. Nevertheless, so divergent are our sources' treatment of it that no reconstruction can be accurate in its details. Cicero describes it as pathetic and deeply moving, not because he deemed it a bad speech but rather because he judged it an oration that was too affecting on behalf of the wrong cause.

	Exactly what Antony said is now lost. He may have uttered a refrain of references to Caesar as 'an extraordinary man' and 'an illustrious man'. These were unremarkable expressions in a funeral oration, but it appears they were often repeated and soon became slogans recycled by anyone reproaching the Liberators. Antony's speech also showcased several striking features. He inserted documents, either by way of deploying a herald or by reading them out himself. The Senate's decrees honouring Caesar, especially the text of the oath obliging every senator to protect him, were recited. Into each recitation Antony intruded his personal observations, contrasting what actually took place on the Ides of March with the promises made by the Liberators and indeed the whole of the Senate. It was not only the conspirators, Antony made it clear, who ought to feel shame over Caesar's death. Antony also staged several theatrical flourishes – at the very least he displayed Caesar's blood-stained toga – all designed to intensify the public's grief and stir its hostility against the conspirators. His performance was stunningly effective.
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