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This is a complex matter. Looking back at your life experiences up to this point, can you tell me how many were determined by God and how many were the result of human choices?

There are three viewpoints in relation to this. Some will say that all life experiences are determined by the Lord. Others will say that life is completely guided by the free will of humans, that is, the result of choices. There are still those who search for balance in this discussion, claiming that the Creator changes circumstances and that humans will reap the fruits according to how they respond to these circumstances. 

My intention is not to create a theological debate here. Far from it! However, we must work with what we see at the present moment. We know that God’s sovereignty, above everything and all, is much greater than the limited minds of human beings can comprehend. We also know that, seemingly, we can choose, with a certain level of freedom, the path we want to follow. 

The Word clearly shows us both sides of the coin. We have, as an example, chapter 139 of Psalms and chapter 6 of Galatians.

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. - Psalms 139:16

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. - Galatians 6:7 

Well, if my days were established by God, how will I reap what I have planted? Complex, right? Yes, complex for us, but simple for the Lord of all things. The truths of the spiritual world are like that... get used to it. 

Let’s try to analyse this enigma using logic that could be flawed, but is enough for the time being. God sees all things before any of them occur. Still in Psalms 139, verse 4, we have: 

Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

All of our actions have already been foreseen by the Father. So, would it be valid to claim that, for each foreseen action, the Lord has planned reactions? The only way of harmonising the Lord’s sovereignty with human control would be the idea that man takes steps, but God establishes the paths. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11 

The Lord makes plans and paths. 

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you want to perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. - Isaiah 43:19 

The Father opens paths before us through the circumstances that surround us. He opens and closes doors according to His good, pleasing, and perfect will. 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. - Romans 12:2 

Note how the Father opens paths before us while the world offers, usually seemingly easier, alternatives and shortcuts. Let’s say, when the Lord opens paths of peace that require obedience, automatically, evil paths resulting from disobedience appear. 

For as long as we live, there will always be two types of paths: those of life and those of death. 

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.” - Deuteronomy 30:15 

If we know the Father’s will and follow His paths of peace, we have joy and genuine success. Therefore, it’s valid to say that God controls our circumstances, but humans are the ones who make the choices. It has always been this way, since the Garden of Eden. 

Now we arrive at a very interesting point: the dominion the Father has over time. All of the choices you’ve made in the past and will make in the future have been foreseen, in detail, by the Lord. Nothing you do will frustrate God, not even your worst mistakes. For each mistake committed, the Father provides a solution. Do you know why? Because He is a father, and that’s what fathers do: save their children. 

And, if that weren’t enough, in addition to opening paths of peace, He insists upon providing solutions. You can take the wrong path once, twice, five, or ten times, and even so, He will continue to open paths while you live. God’s love is truly persistent. 
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