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In
respectful response to the often-expressed desire of the public, to
have the information respecting 
  

Shakers
  

and 
  

Shakerism
  
,
that is now spread through some five or six volumes, concentrated
in a Compendium, this work has been prepared by the author and
compiler, in union with and aided by, his Gospel friends.


It being, as stated in all previous
publications by the Society, the settled faith of the Church, from
the beginning, that its 
foundation was Divine REVELATION; and that the records of
past Dispensations, and their revelations, can be understood and
interpreted aright 
only by means of a 
present living revelation; we therefore feel ourselves
untrammeled by the 
letter of 
yesterday, and write and express our views in accordance
with the increasing 
light of 
to-day, as we hope and trust, subject to the dictates of
"the Comforter," or "Spirit of Truth," dwelling and abiding in the 
Church, which is gradually, but surely and safely, leading
it into the knowledge of "
all truth." For "in Christ are hid," as we fully believe,
"all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."


Committee of Revision. 
F.W. EVANS

CALVIN GREEN

GILES AVERY


August, 
1858
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The
United Society of Believers in Christ's Second Appearing, at this
day, stand before the public in a very different attitude from what
they have ever done at the time of issuing any of their previous
publications.


Many of the most obnoxious
features of the Society — such as drew down upon it the opposition
and secret or open persecution, particularly of religious
professors — are now becoming the popular views of the times, at
least of all the progressive minds of the age.

Again. The ignorant or willful
misconceptions of what were the actual doctrines, principles, and
faith of the Society, are being corrected; and the false judgings
of certain discrepancies existing between the profession and
practice of the people, are almost entirely removed from the public
mind.

It is no longer believed that Ann
Lee was a "witch" , because she was known to possess supernatural
powers; or that the Shakers think her to be something more than
human — equal to Christ; or that they worship her, etc., etc.

It is now generally known, that
we do not condemn the marriage institution, in its own order, and
when governed by it true laws; but simply hold that it is not a
Christian institution.

The wonderful and almost
incredible openings of light and truth pertaining to this and the
external spiritual world, and which address themselves almost
exclusively to the external man, by sensuous facts and physical
demonstrations, and which, in former times and other ages, were
suppressed and condemned, as the effect of unlawful communings with
the powers of darkness, are now being received with joy and
gladness by thousands of person, as proof of a telegraphic
communication established between the two worlds; and no more to be
disputed or doubted than is the existence of that marvelous
submarine telegraphic cable that connects the Eastern and Western
continents.

In all these advances of the
human mind in knowledge relating to the mundane and supermundane
planes, we find cause for hope and encouragement that the time is
drawing nigh when the interior and truly spiritual powers of the
souls of our fellow-creatures will be awakened as from a long night
of slumber, and when human hearts will be touched with the fire of
conviction for sin, from the altar of religious truth, quickening
them into that affection for each other that shall burn up
selfishness, and draw them, as with strong cords of love, into
communities of brotherhood and sisterhood, not only under a
Christian profession, but also into a Christian practice — a
CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

All truth, being primarily of
Divine origin, is fit food for human souls when " rightly divided"
and properly used. The observation of natural facts and phenomena
on the earth plane, and the orderly arrangement of such facts,
together with the scientific deduction of general principles
therefrom, which can be applied to the use and benefit of mankind,
are, in their place and order, right and good.

With such knowledge we have no
war; for "we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth."
All truth, when unadulterated with human pride and self, is a unit.
And true earthly knowledge, talents, and capacities bear the same
relation to the Divine revelation of spiritual good and truth that
the vessels which the widow borrowed bore to her cruse of oil.
There was no limit to the flow of the precious oil, except the
number and size of the vessels that contained it.

It is man's duty in this world to
cultivate his natural powers and capacities, solely with reference
to the rendering himself the better recipient of the truths of the
higher spheres, and of the elements of eternal existence. The
Divine revelations of former Dispensations were limited and molded
by the knowledge of this natural world of the mediums and people of
those times.

"Moses was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians;" and their ideas of geology and astronomy
governed, in a measure, his account of creation, though written by
inspiration; as was also that of the lengthening of the day when
the " sun stood still upon the mount Gibeon, and the moon in the
valley of Ajalon."

Let us all, then, be diligent to
add "to our faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness,
which is profitable unto all things, of the life that now is, and
of that which is to come;" and thus we shall abound in that true
love to God which results in loving our neighbor as we love
ourselves.
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1.
SHAKERISM is claimed, by its advocates, to be the ultimate, or
second Christian church — the Millennium.


2. The inquiry naturally arises,
What elements produced the Shaker Societies? To meet this,
reference must be had to historical facts bearing upon the subject.
But let the following proposition be first considered: namely, that
at a given part, point, and time of every cycle of human affairs,
in all ages, nations, and tribes, there have invariably arisen an
order and people analogous (in some measure) to the American
Shakers. No matter what the name by which history designates them;
they are easily recognized by certain distinguishing marks.

3. China, Persia, India had their
ascetics; Rome, her sibyls and vestals; Egypt, her Therapeutics;
and Judea, the self-denying Essenes, among whom it is thought Jesus
received his education and early training. Speaking of these, Philo
says: "In many parts of the earth, such a people exist; for it is
fitting that both Greek and Barbarian share in the absolute good."
Pliny the Elder says: "The Essenes were a sort of people who lived
without women and money."

4. As the lowest types of
humanity are those who seek happiness the most exclusively in the
indulgence of the baser and animal propensities, so the saints of
all times have moved the farthest in the opposite direction.
Abstinence from sexual intercourse, from private property, from
war, oaths, and the honors of the world, have ever been the chief
characteristics of ascetics, in all ages.

5. The principles and maxims of
Jesus, as explained and confirmed by his own teaching and practice,
and measurably by that of his first twelve converts and most
intimate friends, the Apostles, seem to give countenance to the
idea, that some great and important truths underlie all these
(often) abnormal operations of mind that, from age to age, were
struggling for expression and embodiment in human action.

6. The whole of human history is
comprised within four large cycles, three of which are already
past, and the fourth has commenced. Within these exist an almost
infinity of smaller cycles, as was well and beautifully illustrated
to the prophet Ezekiel, in a vision of a number of wheels revolving
within wheels.

7. Every cycle of human history,
whether on a low or high plane, or small or large scale, has its
point of highest development: first, of the physical; devoted to
the supply of the mere animal or bodily wants: second, of the
moral; which subserves a negative protective influence to the
physical: third, of the intellectual powers; by which tools and
machinery are created (constituting man a tool-making animal),
which facilitate and increase the means of physical subsistence,
and greatly enhance the enjoyment of the moral faculties, on the
one hand; and, on the other, they prepare the soul for the opening
of its spiritual capacities; by which means an intelligent union
and connection is formed and sustained between the visible and
invisible earths, or worlds, and their respective
inhabitants.

8. All these, combined, form the
basis of the final unfoldment of the last and highest property and
faculty of the soul, viz. the religious. Consequently the quality
and abstract truthfulness of the purest form of religion evolved in
any given cycle, was determined by the time of day in the great
year of progress, and the number and plane of the cycle. But,
whether higher or lower, it was, in its degree, the witness of the
Church of the future — a lively type of Shakerism, the ultimate
Christian, or Millennial, Church, for the redemption of our
race.

9. Whenever, in a cycle, the
culminating point of Spiritualism has been reached, then the
religious element has moved thereupon, and finally ultimated itself
in a Church, which was emphatically the Church of God of that cycle
and period.

10. The flood of Noah was merely
the greatest spiritual-physical manifestation of the cycle of that
day. The building of the ark was the organization of the religious
constructive elements that moved upon the spiritual. In the next
great cycle the spiritual elements had, in Egypt, progressed and
ripened up in the days of Moses. The ten plagues were ten
spiritual-physical manifestations; and Moses came off conqueror, in
his contests with the Egyptian magicians (spiritual media), because
he was vitalized by the religious or controlling element of that
order.

11. Under its influence, Moses
organized the whole nation of the Hebrews into a highly
spiritualized religious body, or Church; the most perfect that had
ever been established upon earth, for the simple yet significant
reason, that he had been previously fully developed in all the
preceding preparatory degrees of the cycle. He "was learned in all
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in word and deed,"
having been educated under the auspices of the royal family.

12. The third great cycle
culminated in Spiritualism, in the days of Jesus. That such is the
fact, is abundantly proved by the testimony of profane as well as
sacred history. Dr. Lightfoot observes: "Judea was so infested with
spirits at that time, that thousands of persons were obsessed by
them; many of whom Jesus and his disciples released." Josephus, an
eye-witness, relates that sights, sounds, and voices were seen and
heard by the whole city of Jerusalem. And, according to the
Scriptural records, dumb animals were sometimes taken possession of
by spirits.

13. Spiritual-physical
manifestations attended the whole life of John and Jesus, from
their conception to their death. The religious elements of that
cycle were concentrated in Jesus, as an individual. At the day of
Pentecost, the same elements concentred, and were organized in the
most spiritually endowed body of people, or Church, that any cycle
had ever been capable of producing.

14. Jesus and his Apostles
continually referred to the next, or fourth and last, great cycle
as the time for "the restitution of all things, which God had
spoken by the mouth of all his prophets [in all nations and cycles]
since the world began." It was at the spiritual acme of this cycle,
that the Christ (whom John saw as a dove appear to Jesus) would
come again, to some other individual. This second coming, the
Shakers claim, must of necessity have been to a woman, because the
race is female as well as male.

15. We will endeavor so show, in
its right place, from proper historical data, that the rise of the
Shaker Church, or order, has been agreeable to the premises above
laid down; as has also the formation of all the Shaker
communities.

16. Dr. Adam Clarke says: "Every
dispensation of God must begin in some one individual, and at some
particular time and place." That is correct. A true Church could
have originated only by a new revelation from God to some one
person; and then by that person reducing the truths and
requirements thereof to practice.

17. Shaker Societies always
originate in the spiritual part of the cycle. There is, first, a
general agitation of the spiritual elements; out of that arises a
movement of the religious elements in man. This leads to the
formation of one or more Shaker Societies, according to the order
of the cycle that is revolving. Therefore the Shakers now
confidently expect the time has nearly arrived for a further
extension of their order.

18. The natural and spiritual
worlds are now coming into a state of rapport with each other; and
the spiritual faculties in man, which have for a long time been in
a state of dormancy, are being aroused and developed very
extensively; and soon the religious nature of man will be
quickened, and religious revivals will commence on a grander and
more effective scale than have ever been witnessed; for they will
rest upon the basis of, and spread over the ground prepared by,
Spiritualism.

19. In the beginning of the
eighteenth century, Spiritualism broke out on the continent of
Europe, and was followed by most remarkable religious revivals; out
of which arose the "French prophets." These were wrought upon in a
very extraordinary manner; not only in their minds, but also in
their physical systems. They had visions and trances, and were
subject to violent agitations of body. Men and women, and even
little children, were so exercised, as that spectators were struck
with great wonder and astonishment. Their powerful admonitions and
prophetic warnings were heard and received with reverence and
awe.

20. They testified that the end
of all things drew nigh; and admonished the people to repent, and
amend their lives. They gave warning of the near approach of the
kingdom of heaven, the "acceptable year of the Lord;" and , in many
prophetic messages, declared to the world, that those numerous
Scripture prophecies concerning the new heaven and the new earth,
the kingdom of the Messiah, the Marriage of the Lamb, the first
resurrection, and the New Jerusalem descending from above, were
near at hand, and would shortly be accomplished.

21. They also testified, with
great power and energy of spirit, against those false systems of
religion, and that antichristian dominion, which had borne such
extensive sway among mankind; and predicted their certain downfall
and destruction. They declared that, when all these false systems,
of human invention, and all the deceitful and abominable works of
man, should be pulled down and destroyed, there would be but one
Lord, one faith, one heart, and one voice among mankind; and that
these things would be wrought by a spiritual influence proceeding
from living witnesses, who, by the inspiration of the Spirit,
should be sent forth as laborers into the harvest field.

22. They continued their
prophetic warnings (under much persecution) for several years, over
the greater part of Europe. And, in the year 1706, the revival
extended to England, where it spread far and wide.

23. About the year 1747, some
members of the Society of Quakers, who had become subjects of the
revival, formed themselves into a society, of which Jane and James
Wardley were the lead. Of this little society Ann Lee and her
parents were members. They were all devoutly sincere in the cause
of God. James was gifted in public speaking.

24. This infant society practiced
no forms, and adopted no creeds, as rules of faith or worship; but
gave themselves up to be led and guided entirely by the operations
of the Spirit of God. Their meetings were powerful and animated,
and were attended with remarkable signs and operations, and with
the spirit of prophecy and Divine revelation.

25. They boldly testified that
the second appearing of Christ was at hand; and that the Church
would rise in its full and transcendent glory, and effect the final
downfall of antichrist. They affirmed that the work of the great
day of God was then commencing, and would increase, until every
promise of God should be fulfilled.

26. Sometimes, after sitting
awhile in silent meditation, they were seized with a mighty
trembling, under which they would often express the indignation of
God against all sin. At other times, they were exercised with
singing, shouting, and leaping for joy, at the near prospect of
salvation. They were often exercised with great agitation of body
and limbs, shaking, running, and walking the floor, with a variety
of other operations and signs, swiftly passing and repassing each
other, like clouds agitated with a mighty wind. These exercises, so
strange in the eyes of the beholders, brought upon them the
appellation of Shakers, which has been their most common name of
distinction ever since.

27. They were exposed to much
opposition and persecution. Their houses were often beset by mobs,
their windows broken, and their persons were shamefully abused. But
they bore these things with great patience, and fearlessly
continued their assemblies and their testimony. Their meetings,
which began in Bolton, near Manchester, were afterward held
alternately in Bolton and Manchester; and occasionally at Chester,
Mayortown, and some other places in the vicinity of
Manchester.

28. They continued to increase in
light and power, with occasional additions to their number, till
about the year 1770, when, by a special manifestation of Divine
light, the present testimony of salvation and eternal life was
fully revealed to Ann Lee, and by her to the Society, by whom she,
from that time, was acknowledged as Mother in Christ, and by them
was called Mother Ann.

29. Mother Ann said: "I saw in
vision the Lord Jesus in his kingdom and glory. He revealed to me
the depth of man's loss, what it was, and the way of redemption
therefrom. Then I was able to bear an open testimony against the
sin that is the root of all evil; and I felt the power of God flow
into my soul like a fountain of living water. From that day I have
been able to take up a full cross against all the doleful works of
the flesh."

30. About the year 1774, Mother
Ann received a revelation, directing her to repair to America; also
that the second Christian Church would be established in America;
that the Colonies would gain their independence; and that liberty
of conscience would be secured to all people, whereby they would be
able to worship God without hindrance or molestation.

31. This revelation was
communicated to the Society, and was confirmed by numerous signs,
visions, and extraordinary manifestations, to many of the members;
and permission was given for all those of the Society who were
able, and who felt any special impressions on their own minds so to
do, to accompany her.

32. Those who became the
companions of Mother Ann, in her voyage to America, were: Abraham
Stanley (her husband), Wm. Lee (her brother), James Whittaker, John
Hocknell, Richard Hocknell (son of John), James Shepherd, Mary
Partington, and Nancy Lee (a niece of Mother Ann). Having settled
their affairs and made arrangements for the voyage, they embarked
at Liverpool, and set sail on the 19th of May, 1774, and debarked
on the 6th of August following, at New York.

33. Arrived in America, they
settled in the woods, seven miles from Albany, where is now located
the village of Watervliet. Here, surrounded by Dutch settlers, they
resided three years and a half, waiting for the fulfillment of
Mother Ann's prophecy —the gathering of persons to the Gospel of
Christ's second appearing, of which she was the Messenger.
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