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1. Introduction
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A major problem that most works on Greek Mythology have is considering myths as static identities. If we take into account that around five hundred years separate the first texts of the Iliad from the writings of authors such as Ovid and Fulgentius, we can easily understand that the way in which those authors knew the same characters was not the same. In the same way that the greek Zeus is not precisely the same as the latin Jupiter[1], or that there are myths of the roman Hercules that never appear associated with the greek Heracles, similar situations also occur with many other mythological figures.

We can consider the case of Medea. What are the most famous elements of this myth? A reader would definitely mention the fact that the heroine, in order to have her revenge from Jason’s own actions, killed her own children. And, in fact, more recent authors repeatedly mention that famous episode from Euripides’ tragedy, but we also know there was at least one version previous to this tragedian’s – in it, the citizens of Corinth were the murderers,  seeking to avenge the death of their monarch. What seems to have occurred is that the Euripedean play became so famous that, for the following authors, it turned into an absolutely unavoidable element of the myth. For that reason, when we talk about Medea’s myth we tend to think about this filicide, but without taking into account that it wasn’t always a part of the myth. So, instead of referencing “the myth of Medea”, it makes a lot more sense to talk about “a version of Medea’s myth”.
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