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Welcome to a “Seminar” with The Scripture School.
 
The Topic we’d be examining today, is – “A Question of Faith!”
 
Faith, is one of the basic foundational truths in Christianity. It, Infact, is the bedrock of our communion and association with God.
The writer of the Book of Hebrews, gives a detailed account of our subject matter; and this is where we’d take our text for today.
 
Join me, if you will; and let’s review Hebrews; the 11th chapter; and verse 6.
 
It says:
 
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
(Hebrews 11:6)
 
Here, the scriptures clearly state, that without faith, we cannot make God happy. 
To translate that into plain English; 
“Anyone who does not have faith, will most likely, get the Sovereign One upset!”
It’s that simple!
 

 
It all started from the sermon on the mount.
 
Here, Jesus taught the viewing crowd basic doctrines that were accepted and applauded by God.
 
In the sixth chapter of the book of Matthew, the Christ used His message as an opportunity to correct an anomaly, which was previously seen to be ideal.
And He didn't mince words.
 
His teachings were a sharp contrast to what was already established as a norm, by the ruling class known as the Pharisees.
 
According to the Christ, giving to the needy must be a classified act - and not for public praise.
Communicating with God also, must be sacred, and not for vain glory!
 
Secrecy whilst praying, not only ensured a secure and solemn environment with the Father; it also confirmed that the purpose of our discuss with Him was for true communion, and not for a futile show-off!
 
The Christ again, recommended that those who petition God in prayers, should keep their requests simple and succinct – and not with repetitive words.
 
After all, many words do not necessarily guarantee Heaven's favorable response.
 
For the Person with whom we commune, is the God of all flesh.
His omniscient nature, affords Him the ability to know and understand our needs, better than we can ever communicate them in prayers.
 
Hence, our prayers to Him, are just to reiterate that, which He already knows; And as such, must be conveyed modestly.
 
To this tune, the Son of God taught the listening public how to pray.
 
It is written:
 
"After this manner therefore pray ye;
 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen."
(Matthew 6:9-13)
 
 
Our Lord recognized that those under His tutelage on that mount, were babes.
These ones had never before understood the acceptable ways of the Lord.
 
They previously had a form of godly knowledge - which had in the most, been misrepresented and doctored by the leaders of the Synagogues, due to their ignorance.
 
So, the Christ had to teach them basic precepts on how best to speak to His Father - who also, is the Father of all.
 
Perhaps, the most notable message from the ‘taught prayer’, is the revelation that all communication with God, must start - and also end, with "praises and thanksgiving".
 
As the scriptures confirm:
 
"...Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name."
(Matthew 6:9b)
 
Again:
 
"...For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen."
(Matthew 6:13b)
 
 
In this, Christ's message, was clear.
 
Since our Father in Heaven, is the 'giver', it was only sensible of the 'petitioners' to arouse His Majesty's ego, by glorifying and exalting His holy name.
For by extolling Him for who He is - and for what He has done; we pave the way for Him to do more for us.
 
The Psalmist knew this.
He was fully persuaded about it.
 
And no doubt, did it bring the young King tremendous results, in his relationship with the Living God.
 
As it is written:
 
"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me;
And to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God."
(Psalm 50:23)
 
Again, the scriptures say:
 
"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise;
Be thankful unto him, and bless his name."
(Psalm 100:4)
 
 
If and once we do get this part of the prayer right, the other aspects just become a formality.
 
For once we have given the LORD the glory due to His name, the scriptures can then be made real in our lives.
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“But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: 
for, the just shall live by faith.”
(Galatians 3:11)
 
Simply put;
If you want to be considered as righteous by the Judge of all; then, your way of life must be premised on faith.
And, just in-case there’s someone - somewhere who misconstrues these scriptural statements; Apostle Paul, crystallizes them, in his letter to the Church in Rome:
As it is written:
 
“…for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”
(Romans 14:23b)
So, we see that the scriptures make it very clear; that faith is an indispensable requirement.
It is not an option!
 
This, then drives a mind boggler!
Why is it that faith seems to work for some people. But doesn’t for others?
 
Again;
Why is it that faith seems to produce results for some people. But when others lay hold on faith towards God, their problems and needs seem to even crystallize?
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