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	Introduction: This devotional is tailored to walking out your salvation through the word of God. Perhaps you don’t know Jesus as your savior. Maybe you are a Christian who needs to press deeper into the Lord. A more solid foundation may be needed for those who walk out their salvation daily with the Lord. Wherever you are at right now in your life, my prayer is that when you finish this devotional, the Holy Spirit will take you deeper and further into the Father’s will for your life so that you may glorify Him in all you do. My prayer also is that you receive each word in love. Many blessings to you as you move forward in your daily walk with Him through the redemptive blood of our Savior, Jesus.


	Please read the recommended scriptures on the daily topic first, then read the commentary. I have left a few blank lines after each day for you to jot down your thoughts and practical applications as you see fit.


	References: Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


	The opinions expressed by the author are not necessarily those of Publisher.
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Day 1


	How sin came into the world- Study reference in your bible: Genesis Chapters 2, 3, and 4


	The fall of man is recorded in the book of Genesis. God reveals how sin entered through Adam and Eve. Satan comes in and tempts Eve with a question. 


	The exact account is written in Genesis 2:16-18. And it reads—“And the Lord God commanded the man saying of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for, in the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die.”


	Skimming through to Genesis 3:1-5, this set of scriptures reads as follows— “And Satan said to the woman, has God indeed said, you shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said to the serpent, we may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, you shall not eat, nor shall you touch it, lest you die. Then the serpent said to the woman, you will not surely die, for God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”


	We interpret scripture to understand that the enemy came at Eve, asking the question, did God really say? He couldn’t come straight at her and tempt her to sin outright. Eve had no knowledge of sin up to that point. The scriptures are clear. The enemy had to disarm her, lower her guard, question what she thought she heard. What was the temptation Eve faced? She would become like God or equal to God. What she didn’t realize was that she was already like God, pure, holy, perfect, but she had nothing to compare it to. 


	What power did the tree of the knowledge of good and evil have? It would cause her to open her eyes and know good and evil. Once her eyes were opened to that knowledge, she and Adam were capable of sinning. Before they ate the forbidden fruit, they had no knowledge, no comprehension whatsoever of sin; Satan, being cunning, enters in posing a question. It was not until after the forbidden fruit was eaten that their eyes were opened. God’s protection for them was to deny them access to evil, but God, being sovereign, gave them free will. Their choice was to obey and live pure, sinless lives or to be disobedient and die in their sin. 


	The first sin recorded in the bible was Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God by eating the fruit. They were now capable of choosing between good and evil. It lowered the hedge of protection God had put in place. The enemy now had full access to tempt them with all manner of sin. We read as a result of their disobedience, Adam and Eve were punished severely. They were made to exchange their clothing of immortality to that of mortality. Each was appointed a season to die. And what happens next? The second sin recorded comes through their children, being born in this fallen, sinful nature. Their first-born son, Cain, murdered Abel over jealousy. And thus, sin continued through their bloodline, passed down, and filtered through these generations to you and me. This is the recorded fall of man. We are all born sinners. Adam, Eve, and all of their offspring have to live out the consequences of sin.


	As you study Genesis Chapters 3 and 4, you will recall that one of the consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience was to be cast out of the garden of Eden and to be cast out of the presence of God. In every generation after that, you will recognize that we are all born with a fallen, sinful nature. We are all born with a hole in us. That hole or brokenness is the absence of God in our lives (the removal of us from the presence of God in the garden) until we get to that place where we are truly born again. 


	We all go through life feeling this hole, this emptiness within us. Before we come into the full knowledge of the absence of God in our lives, we fill this large hole with lusts of the flesh to help ease this pain and dull the loneliness. There is a void, a feeling of lack that something is missing within us. We fill this hole with sin. Why? Because we are born sinners, of a fallen nature. 


	Meditation: Contemplate on the origin of our fallen nature. Pray for God to release revelation and insight into the truth of why we sin. Ask Him to reveal areas in your life that need to change. Pray for the light to shine in every dark abyss that is occupying your soul.


	 




Day 2


	 Where sin resides within us. Study reference in your bible: John 10:10; 1 Peter 5: 8-9; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11; Isaiah 14;12-15.


	Let me pose these questions to you. Did you know that if we were not wounded, not born with this hole representing the absence of God within us, that we could not sin? Are you aware that all sins we commit in our lives are out of a place of woundedness? Did you know that the enemy hides in our woundedness to tempt us to sin? Did you catch that statement? We are wounded from birth. It represents that spiritual hole (absence of God) contained within us until we are born again in the spirit and no longer walking in our fleshly carnal nature.


	We are cast out of the presence of God until we make the conscious choice to be born again and submit our lives to God. This hole created at birth because of our fallen nature is a wound. And this is where the enemy of our soul resides within us. This is where he does his best work in you, in me, and in those you would call your enemies. It happens in every single one of us. Until we get healed, until we are made whole by the blood of Jesus, we will continue to sin. That is why scripture tells us that we don’t wrestle with flesh and blood, but with spirit. Our flesh wants. Our spirit wants. What they want are at odds with each other. They do not peacefully coexist within us. At any given moment, we are either operating out of the flesh or operating out of the spirit.


	So, what happens when God is not first in our lives? We go looking for ways to ease this pain, this hole within us. We fill it with sexual immorality, with money, drugs, alcohol, anything that will dull this pain. The problem with this is that the temporary dulling of our pain never lasts. It makes us feel worse about ourselves. It causes guilt, shame, condemnation, and makes us wish we could do better, but always falling short. 


	Over time, we sin more to get that same temporary relief of this pain, this woundedness, to mask the guilt and shame. What we are doing is that we are creating a bigger hole, a deeper woundedness, a downward spiral.


	This is the state every one of us has gone through. So, what happens? We walk around feeling unloved, unwanted, unheard because other wounded people, unhealed people, only know how to do what they do, sin. We all walk around with a measure of pain inside of us because of our wounded nature, the wounded nature we were born with. Other people hurt us because they, too, are hurting so much that to stop their pain, they will use us in any way they can. And, if we are being honest, at some point in our own lives, we have hurt others whether intentionally or unintentionally, because of the woundedness contained inside of us. So, we walk around wounding one another to fill our voids. 


	For example, some of us may think, if I just get married, if I get a boyfriend or girlfriend, it will fill this hole in me, and the pain will stop. What happens? We hook up with someone God has not chosen for us. It doesn’t work out. The relationship ends. Then what happens? Our hole gets bigger. Our pain gets deeper. Our woundedness becomes more profound.


	When we look to fill the hole contained within us with anything else but God, we create a bigger hole and a deeper woundedness within us. This is why we sin. This is how we sin. It stems from a place of woundedness and brokenness that we were born with. When we don’t put God first and look for Jesus to heal our open wounds, our sinful nature, we are going to look to something or someone else as a poor substitute. Anything else but God will always be temporary, it will always be carnal, and it will inevitably fail. If God’s not in it, then God’s not in it. Anything outside of God is not good. And if it’s not good, it’s evil. There is no gray area that God sees. 


	Often, we see various types of failure manifest in our life. It is His goodness that allows our failures now so that we may correct our behavior. What is the alternative? It would be reaping the consequences of our sin eternally separated from God after we die. Wouldn’t you rather know now when you can still do something about it? How often do we claim something is not fair, but, in all actuality, it is God’s mercy that allows us the opportunity to change while there is still time?


	Here is the truth. The enemy of our soul resides in our woundedness. This revelation is not intended to condemn anyone, but rather, it is given to expose the enemy. We need to boot him out of our lives and not let him have any control over our thoughts, mind, soul, will, or emotions. Think about the motivations for any particular sin.


	Sexual immorality: We have a carnal relationship to make us feel better about ourselves. The lie is that it makes us feel better because somebody desires us, wants us. It gives us a sense of false self-worth for a short period until the relationship ends. Then, we are left with a bigger hole, a deeper woundedness.


	Drugs/alcohol: It dulls our senses, so we don’t feel pain until we sober up. It gives us a sense of euphoria, of feeling good. It is all temporary. In any sinful behavior to satisfy our flesh, we must do it again and again and again. It never lasts.


	Slander and gossip: We use this to highlight someone else’s (alleged) sins and faults to feel better about ourselves. It gives us a false sense that we are not so bad. Look at them. I could be worse.


	Do you see it now? The enemy of our souls resides within the broken places within us. When we fill that void with anything other than God, it is a sin. It is idol worship, which leads to the destruction of our soul. So, the next time you see someone treating you poorly, stop and think to yourself, why are they doing it? What is broken in them that causes them to lash out on you?


	We are born broken, wounded, and with a hole, because God is not in us until we are born again. Life happens. Circumstances happen that deepen our wounds, our brokenness. We have broken relationships. We are lied to and being deceived. Stuff happens to us. Look around you. We have all been treated poorly by someone at some time in our lives, for little to no good reason. 


	It is our flesh that wants to satisfy our woundedness through fleshly desires. What ends up happening is that sin creates more woundedness, more rejections, more feelings of worthlessness, and more feelings of abandonment.


	We are embarrassed. We are ashamed. We cover our sins with lies, so we are not exposed. That in and of itself causes more sin.


	The enemy of our soul knows this and feeds on this in our woundedness. He uses other wounded people to magnify our woundedness. What causes others to hurt you? What causes you to hurt others? It is the enemy of our souls residing in us. 


	When we are truly born again, we no longer walk in the flesh, looking to fill our void with poisonous decisions and sins. We walk in the spirit. And when we walk in the spirit, sin no longer has any power over us, why? Our heavenly Father knows how the enemy of our soul works, and He’s provided for us a way out. His name is Jesus.


	The Lord exposes the enemy so that we can deal with him and boot him out of our lives. Let’s get the healing we need from the only source that can provide our permanent healing. The time is short, and the enemy knows this. God also knows this. He has appointed a time for an end of all things and wants His bride to be ready. He wants you to be ready.


	We need to allow Father and the Holy Spirit to examine our hearts and bring to the surface any area of our lives that we need to repent of. We need to confess our sins and allow the blood of Jesus to cleanse us. Here are some tough questions we need to ask ourselves:


	Are we living a clean, pure, and holy life? If Jesus returned for His bride today, would you be going, or would He find in you unrepented sin that would prevent you from going?


	God loves us. We can’t comprehend the depth of the love He has for us. We don’t have to go to hell or suffer eternal damnation. Hell was not designed for us. It was designed for Satan and the other fallen angels. Do you see that the enemy is angry because the time is short? He hates God so much because he was thrown out of heaven. That decision was final. He used to have a prominent position. He was the leader of worship, and all have been stripped of him. He was an archangel. He had a privilege. He had a title. He had a promotion, and he had the heart and the love of Father. He will no longer have access to God because he has been separated eternally from God. 


	The fact that he can never get back all that was stripped from him, and that redemption for him is not possible, has caused so much hatred to reside within him. This is the final judgment on Satan and his followers because he coveted the worship of God, and wanted to be exalted above God. The enemy has no power to retaliate or get revenge or touch God in any way for this judgment against him. He can do nothing to change his fate. The only way he can hurt God is hurting what God loves. And that’s us. 


	If he can’t overthrow heaven and overthrow God, he will hurt God the only way he can. We are God’s children. We are what God loves the most: His creation. God loves His son, Jesus, wherein the enemy used man’s woundedness to crucify. Jesus ascended to heaven out of the enemy’s reach. So, here we are. 


	If the enemy of our soul can get us to stay a sinful people, he knows that sin separates us from the love of God. And if he separates all of us from God, then, in his mind, he has succeeded in hurting and getting his revenge on God. He wants payback for his eternal death sentence. And he uses people every single day to try and accomplish this – people like you, people like me. 


	The Lord wants you to see where the enemy of your soul resides so that you can come out of alignment with the eternal judgment of our enemy and come under the protection, provision, and love of God because judgment on all of His creation is coming. He loves us so much that He wants no one to perish, but receive every lasting life.


	The enemy’s end game is to keep you under the bondage of sin and under the lie that God will turn a blind eye to your sin under the premise of love. 


	The only plan, the only game the enemy has now is to get as many of God’s people into hell as possible. That is what he wants. So, the lie the enemy tells us is this – Keep sinning. God loves you. He understands. Did God really say fornicators won’t go to heaven? Did He really say liars won’t go to heaven? Did He really say adulterers won’t go to heaven? Did He really say it? He whispers in our ears, I don’t think God said that. His grace is sufficient; His love is sufficient, right? Jesus died for your sins, right? So, you can keep sinning, and God understands.


	The enemy resides in your woundedness. Jesus did not die, so we can keep sinning. He died to blot out our sins so that moving forward, we are freed from the bondage of sin. We walk in the truth, in spirit, and no longer walk in the flesh. Does this mean we are now perfect? Certainly not, but God in us, changes us. Over time, we stop walking in our flesh and walk in the spirit. Jesus is our perfection.
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