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			Over black

			SUPER: “No one has ever made himself great by showing how small someone else is.” - Irvin Himmel

			FADE IN:

			INT. THERAPIST’S OFFICE - DAY

			DANIELLE STEPHENSON (16) sits in a chair, quite a distance away from a THERAPIST (40S). The therapist TAPS her pen against her notepad, and then allows for a moment of SILENCE.

			THERAPIST

			So, how do you feel today?

			DANIELLE

			How do I feel?

			Danielle takes a deep breath, preparing herself.

			DANIELLE (CONT’D)

			Where do I start? I go to a high school that has a bunch of different classes. And when I say “classes,” I mean “groups.” Inside and outside of the classroom. You know, the nerds, the jocks, the shy kids...

			THERAPIST

			Social circles are very common in high school settings.

			What group do you consider yourself in?

			DANIELLE

			I’m not really in a group, to be honest. It’s just me, my twin brother Alex, my good friend Jessica, and my boyfriend Tommy.

			THERAPIST

			And how is your relationship with Tommy going?
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			DANIELLE

			Tommy’s great. It’s school that sucks. There’s been so many times that I wanted to never step foot in that school again, but I guess it’s not all been bad. Mainly because of Alex, Jessica, and Tommy.

			(beat)

			I sometimes think about how they’re all dealing with their own past and battling their demons.

			(MORE)

			DANIELLE (CONT’D)

			I feel like they understand what I’m going through, most of the time.

			(beat)

			I hear through word of mouth when someone is dealing with something in school. The grapevine, you know? It happens a lot. At least five times during the whole school year.

			THERAPIST

			What kind of things do you hear?

			DANIELLE

			Someone’s parents got arrested. Someone’s dad is addicted to drugs. Someone’s brother was arrested for attempted robbery. Someone’s sister was arrested for selling drugs.

			THERAPIST

			Are there any parts of your school life that you do enjoy?

			DANIELLE

			I mean, I get to hang out with my friends and brother, and I have some supportive teachers, so those parts are good.
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			THERAPIST

			Okay. Why don’t you tell me about the bad parts?

			DANIELLE

			The bad parts? Wow... okay. Pretty much every day I get bullied or harassed. Verbally and physically. But mostly physically.

			THERAPIST

			I’m sorry to hear that. And did the bullying begin before or after that night?

			DANIELLE

			Before. But it got worse after that night. About a third of the school turned against me.

			THERAPIST

			Danielle, what happened to you wasn’t your fault.

			Danielle fights back her tears until she can’t help herself. After grabbing a tissue from a side table, she wipes her tears away.

			DANIELLE

			Some people don’t see it that way. I don’t know.

			THERAPIST

			What don’t you know?

			DANIELLE

			How people can blame me for this. This is something that happened to me! How can they punish me for it?

			THERAPIST

			How were you punished?

			Unable to hold back, Danielle starts SOBBING.
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			DANIELLE

			Like being called a snitch, every single day. I am the victim, but I’m being treated like the bad guy!

			(beat)

			Sometimes I want to talk to them, to try to understand why they treat me this way. At least part of me wants to... but another part wants to show them I’m actually the victim. I did what I had to do. I did the right thing.

			EXT. SUPERMARKET - 
PARKING LOT - DAY

			JASON WILLIAMS (20s) buys a bouquet of flowers from a florist’s cart. He then walks toward his car.

			INT. JASON’S CAR - DAY

			After getting in his car, he sets the bouquet of flowers on the backseat and starts the engine.

			EXT./INT. JASON’S CAR - 
DAY (DRIVING)

			Jason pulls into the hospital parking lot and parks. He checks his watch. Then he leans his seat back to take a nap.

			INT. SAN DIEGO HIGH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

			Jason Williams (18) opens his locker and loads his stuff into a cardboard box. After glancing at a photo of himself and his best friend, ROBERT, he drops it into the box.

			SUPER: “FIVE YEARS EARLIER”

			Shouldering his backpack, he walks out the front door with his box.

			EXT. SAN DIEGO HIGH SCHOOL - PARKING LOT - MOMENTS LATER

			Jason heads for his mom’s car.
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			INT. TOYOTA - DAY (DRIVING)

			DEBRA WILLIAMS (40s), Jason’s mom, watches him settle into the passenger’s seat.

			DEBRA

			You ready?

			JASON

			Yes...

			Debra pulls out onto the street.

			DEBRA

			I know this is tough for you, Jason. To have to move and change schools, in your senior year and with only four months left. It’s hard to say goodbye to all of your friends, but you know, Los Angeles might be a huge opportunity for you.

			(beat)

			Think of it this way. The job Dad got at the law firm is a great one, and if we go right now Evan can be there for spring and summer AAU college basketball tryouts.

			EXT. WILLIAMS FAMILY HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

			The Toyota pulls into the driveway of their new L.A. home.

			INT. WILLIAMS FAMILY HOUSE - 
LIVING ROOM - DAY

			Jason walks in and finds his dad JAMES (40s) and his little brother EVAN (12) already unpacking.

			JAMES

			Hey!

			JASON

			I’m going to my room to unpack.
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			INT. JASON’S BEDROOM - DAY

			After putting his cardboard box down on his dresser, Jason lies down on his bed.

			Debra walks in.

			DEBRA

			Hey! We’re getting pizza for dinner. Do you want the usual?

			Sausage and pepperoni?

			JASON

			Yes.

			INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

			Jason and his family eat pizza in the kitchen.

			DEBRA

			Evan, have you found out when the tryouts start?

			EVAN

			Yeah, tryouts start tomorrow after school!

			JAMES

			Do you know where?

			EVAN

			Yeah, at the middle school.

			JAMES

			Call me when you’re done. I’ll pick you up.

			EVAN

			Okay.

			DEBRA

			Jason, when do you plan to visit UCLA?
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			JASON

			Well... I was hoping to visit this weekend. But since I had to move... I guess I’ll try to do it next weekend. Hopefully.

			JAMES

			Thank God your high school transfer didn’t affect your acceptance or your eligibility.

			JASON

			Yeah.

			JAMES

			You start school tomorrow. I’ll be taking you.

			JASON

			Why can’t I just take the bus?

			JAMES

			You and I have an appointment with the principal.

			INT. JASON’S BEDROOM - DAY

			Jason’s digital ALARM CLOCK goes off. Jason turns it off, stretches, and gets out of bed.

			EXT. WASHINGTON MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL - PARKING LOT - DAY

			After getting out of the car, Jason and James head for the school’s main front entrance.

			INT. WASHINGTON MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL - RECEPTION AREA - DAY

			Jason and his father sit side by side in a pair of flimsy office chairs. The high school SECRETARY (female, 50s) gives them a smile.

			SECRETARY

			The principal will see you now.

			Jason and his father get up.
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			INT. PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE - DAY

			PRINCIPAL BARBARA PATTERSON (50s) stands up to greet Jason and his father.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Hello. I’m Barbara Patterson, the main principal.

			Both James and Jason shake hands with her.

			JAMES

			I’m James Williams, and this is my son --

			JASON

			Jason.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Nice to meet you!

			She pulls out a folder containing Jason’s class schedule and hands it to Jason.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON (CONT’D)

			Jason, here is your schedule.

			JASON

			Thank you.

			JAMES

			Is everything in place? Do I need to do anything else?

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Nope. Everything is in order!

			JAMES

			Okay then, I’m heading to work. (to Jason)

			Good luck!

			Jason’s father leaves Principal Patterson’s office.
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			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Jason, let me show you where your first period class is!

			INT. HALLWAY - DAY

			Principal Patterson tries to make conversation with Jason.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			I read in your file that you played basketball as a freshman?

			JASON

			Yeah, I only did it to make my application look good. I really don’t feel like trying out here.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			I understand. What’s your college major?

			JASON

			Business management and administration. I’m working hard to be an entrepreneur.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Oh, nice!

			Principal Patterson and Jason walk into...

			INT. MS. RICHARDSON’S CLASSROOM - CONTINUOUS

			...Jason’s first period class. His teacher, MS. DANA RICHARDSON (50s), watches him enter.

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON

			Ms. Richardson, this is our new student, Jason Williams.

			He just transferred here.

			Principal Patterson nods and exits.
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			MS. RICHARDSON

			Jason, welcome to Algebra Two! Go and sit anywhere you’d like.

			JASON

			OK.

			Jason sits in the back of the classroom. Moments later, a dapper-looking African-American student named TOMMY DAVIDSON (18) walks in and sits right in front of Jason.

			Jason taps him on the shoulder and sticks out his hand.

			JASON (CONT’D)

			Hey man, I’m Jason.

			Tommy shakes his hand.

			TOMMY

			Tommy. New here?!

			JASON

			Yeah. I’m from San Diego.

			The SCHOOL BELL RINGS, and the morning announcements begin:

			PRINCIPAL PATTERSON (V.O.)

			Good morning, students! This is Principal Patterson. Today is Friday, April 15, 2016. I want to wish the best of luck to our boys’ and girls’ track team, as they try to qualify for the Penn relays on Saturday. I also want to wish the best of luck to our boys’ baseball team, as they have their first game of the season.

			(beat)

			I hope everyone has a wonderful day, and a great weekend!

		

	
		
			10

			Ms. Richardson stands in front of the classroom.

			MS. RICHARDSON

			Okay, class, before we start the lesson for today, we have a new student in our class.

			(to Jason)

			Can you stand up and introduce yourself?

			Jason stands up.

			JASON

			My name is Jason Williams. I’m from San Diego, and I have two parents and a little brother. I am working hard to become a successful entrepreneur.

			MS. RICHARDSON

			Wow. Nice! Jason sits back down.

			MS. RICHARDSON (CONT’D)

			Okay, class, get out your textbooks and turn to page one hundred eighty- one, chapter eleven, section seven.

			(beat)

			Jason, you may have to partner up with someone today. Okay?

			Tommy turns around.

			TOMMY

			Do you want to be partners?

			JASON

			Sure!

			Tommy turns his desk around, and they share a textbook.

		

	
		
			11

			INT. HALLWAY - DAY

			The SCHOOL BELL RINGS. Jason and Tommy join a sea of other students, filling the halls on their way to their next class.

			Bumping into Tommy --

			JASON

			What was that?!

			-- ANOTHER STUDENT gives him a belligerent shove.

			TOMMY

			Nothing.

			(beat)

			So, what class you got next?

			JASON

			I got...

			Jason pulls out his class schedule.

			JASON (CONT’D)

			...music class.

			TOMMY

			Wow, me too! Come on, it’s this way...

			INT. MS. WALTERS’S CLASSROOM - DAY

			As Tommy leads Jason through the door, MS. STEPHANIE WALTERS (30s) notices the new kid walking into her classroom.

			MS. WALTERS

			Oh, hello! You must be the new transfer. I’m Ms. Walters.
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			JASON

			Nice to meet you. I’m Jason.

			MS. WALTERS

			Jason, I gave out a packet during the beginning of class yesterday.

			(MORE)

			MS. WALTERS (CONT’D)

			Everyone picked their partner. Problem is, I only gave out seven packets, and I don’t have anymore. There were only fourteen students yesterday, so --

			TOMMY

			He can partner up with Jess and I.

			MS. WALTERS

			Okay!

			Jason and Tommy sit down in front of a computer. Tommy pulls out a music textbook.

			JASON

			Hey, Tommy... who’s Jess?

			TOMMY

			Jessica Ramirez was in our first period class too.

			Just then, JESSICA RAMIREZ (18) walks into class and spots Tommy from the door.

			JESSICA

			Hey, Tommy.

			TOMMY

			What’s up, Jess?! I believe you already know Jason.

			JESSICA

			Yeah, the hardworking entrepreneur. Right?
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			JASON

			(smiling)

			Yeah.

			Jessica pulls up a chair.

			JASON (CONT’D)

			Real quick, does anyone want to fill me in on what we’re doing with this packet?

			JESSICA

			We’re supposed to complete the packet using the computer and the textbook.

			TOMMY

			Whoever finishes first gets extra credit on the next test!

			MS. WALTERS

			Okay, class. You can begin!

			TOMMY

			Jess, do you have the packet?

			JESSICA

			Yeah, I do!

			Jessica pulls a music packet out from her backpack. The classroom clock reads:

			“8:44 AM”

			INT. MS. WALTER’S CLASSROOM - DAY - LATER

			The clock now reads: “9:20 AM”

			Jason, Tommy, and Jessica are still working on their packet.

			JASON

			OK, next question! In 2000, who won the Grammy Award for best rock album?
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			Jason starts typing.

			JESSICA

			I think it’s better that we use the computer for this question...

			JASON

			I got it! Santana. Tommy writes the answer down.

			TOMMY

			Last question: What music artist won fifty-six Grammys, and died in the year 2009?

			MS. WALTERS

			Class, you got seven minutes left!

			Jason types fast, looking for the answer. Jessica flips the pages of her textbook.

			JASON

			Got it! Michael Jackson.

			TOMMY

			Are you sure?

			JASON

			Yeah! It says it right here.

			Jason points to the computer screen.

			TOMMY

			Okay!

			As soon as Tommy finishes writing the answer, Jessica raises her hand.

			MS. WALTERS

			Yes, Jessica?

			JESSICA

			We’re done, Ms. Walters!
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			MS. WALTERS

			Okay! Bring it to me.

			Jason, Jessica, and Tommy hand in their packet. Ms. Walters checks their work.

			MS. WALTERS (CONT’D)

			Class, Tommy and Jessica just earned extra credit on next week’s test!

			The class GROANS in disgust.

			MS. WALTERS (CONT’D)

			Jason, since you just started, you’re not going to take the quiz. Instead, I’ll have you do an assignment out of your textbook.

			Jason nods. The school bell rings.

			INT. HALLWAY - DAY

			Jason, Jessica, and Tommy merge into the hallway traffic.

			JESSICA

			Jason, what class you got next?

			Jason pulls out his schedule.

			JASON

			English.

			TOMMY

			Oh, wow.

			JASON

			Same class?

			JESSICA

			Yup!
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			TOMMY

			We’ll show you where it is.

			INT. MR. JACKSON’S CLASSROOM - DAY

			MR. STEVEN JACKSON (40s) looks up from his preparations when Jason, Jessica, and Tommy enter.

			MR. JACKSON

			Hello! You must be our new transfer student.

			He gets up from his desk and shakes Jason’s hand.

			JASON

			Jason Williams.

			MR. JACKSON

			Nice to meet you! You can sit anywhere you like, as long as the seat hasn’t been taken yet.

			BOBBY RICHARDSON (18), African American, high school jock, leads his entourage into the classroom. As he passes Tommy, he pushes him to the floor.
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