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Disclaimer

	 

	The contents of this book are based on extensive research and the best available historical sources. However, the author and publisher make no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information contained herein. The information in this book is provided on an "as is" basis, and the author and publisher disclaim any and all liability for any errors, omissions, or inaccuracies in the information or for any actions taken in reliance on such information.

	The opinions and views expressed in this book are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any organization or individual mentioned in this book. Any reference to specific people, places, or events is intended only to provide historical context and is not intended to defame or malign any group, individual, or entity.

	The information in this book is intended for educational and entertainment purposes only. It is not intended to be a substitute for professional advice or judgment. Readers are encouraged to conduct their own research and to seek professional advice where appropriate.

	Every effort has been made to obtain necessary permissions and acknowledgments for all images and other copyrighted material used in this book. Any errors or omissions in this regard are unintentional, and the author and publisher will correct them in future editions.
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Introduction


	 

	The story of Marian apparitions has captivated believers for centuries, and among the most well-known are those that occurred in Medjugorje, Lourdes, Fatima, and Guadalupe. Each of these apparitions, where the Virgin Mary appeared to humble individuals with profound messages, has left a lasting imprint on the faith and devotion of millions. In *The Lady: Apparitions, Miracles & Messages*, we explore the unique stories, miracles, and spiritual significance of these four extraordinary events, revealing the deep connection between the heavenly and the earthly that continues to inspire and guide believers today.

	 

	The Virgin Mary, known as *The Lady* in each of these apparitions, emerges as a motherly figure of compassion, mercy, and peace, with messages that resonate across time and culture. In *Book 1 - The Lady of Medjugorje: Voices from Heaven*, we delve into the ongoing apparitions that began in 1981 in a small Bosnian village, where the Virgin’s call for prayer, fasting, and conversion remains a message of spiritual renewal for the world. *Book 2 - The Lady of Lourdes: A Fountain of Miracles* takes us back to 1858, when a young peasant girl, Bernadette Soubirous, experienced the Virgin Mary’s appearance in a grotto in France. Lourdes has since become synonymous with healing, as millions of pilgrims seek the miraculous waters that are said to cure both body and soul.

	 

	*Book 3 - The Lady of Fatima: Prophecies and the Divine Plan* focuses on the remarkable apparitions of 1917, where three shepherd children in Portugal were entrusted with secrets concerning global peace, war, and the salvation of souls. The Virgin Mary’s plea for prayer, penance, and consecration would go on to shape global Catholic devotion and influence world events. Lastly, *Book 4 - The Lady of Guadalupe: A Symbol of Unity and Hope* tells the story of the 1531 apparition of the Virgin Mary to the indigenous man Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill in Mexico. Our Lady of Guadalupe, with her mestiza image, became not only a symbol of religious devotion but also a unifying force for Mexico and the Americas.

	 

	This book brings together these four apparitions, examining their historical context, their enduring messages, and their profound impact on both the individuals who witnessed them and the millions who have come to believe in them. Whether calling for repentance, offering miraculous healings, or inspiring hope, the Lady of Medjugorje, Lourdes, Fatima, and Guadalupe continues to speak to hearts across the world. These events remind us of the timeless bond between heaven and earth, inviting us to reflect on how these divine encounters shape our faith and the world in which we live.

	 


 

	 

	 

	 

	BOOK 1

	THE LADY OF MEDJUGORJE

	VOICES FROM HEAVEN

	SAMUEL SHEPHERD

	 

	 


Chapter 1: The First Apparition

	 

	The first apparition of the Virgin Mary at Medjugorje occurred on June 24, 1981. This date has become one of profound significance for the village in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as it marked the beginning of what would become a series of alleged Marian apparitions that continue to this day. The visionaries—six young people—were ordinary individuals leading typical lives when their world was dramatically changed by what they claim to have seen on that summer afternoon.

	 

	On that day, two young girls, Ivanka Ivanković and Mirjana Dragićević, were walking on a hill known as Podbrdo, part of the larger Mount Crnica, when Ivanka first noticed a figure. It appeared to her as a beautiful woman holding a child, radiating an otherworldly light. At first, Ivanka and Mirjana hesitated to approach, unsure of what they were witnessing, and even a little frightened. The figure was described as floating above the ground, wearing a long dress, and surrounded by a glow that gave her an ethereal presence. Mirjana did not immediately believe what she saw and expressed doubt. Still, both girls were mesmerized, feeling a strange pull toward the figure.

	 

	That evening, Ivanka shared her experience with her family, and word spread quickly through the small, tightly-knit village. The next day, June 25, Ivanka and Mirjana returned to the same spot, this time accompanied by four other children: Vicka Ivanković, Marija Pavlović, Ivan Dragićević, and Jakov Čolo. It was on this second visit that all six children claim to have witnessed the apparition together. From this day forward, June 25 has been celebrated as the official anniversary of the apparitions, and it is remembered as the day that Our Lady of Medjugorje, or the "Queen of Peace" as she identified herself, began delivering messages of peace, prayer, and conversion.

	 

	During this first collective apparition, the figure, identified as the Virgin Mary, did not speak many words, but her presence left a powerful impact on the children. According to their accounts, they felt overwhelming peace and love emanating from her, emotions so strong that they later said they felt compelled to return to her. The visionaries, especially the younger ones like Vicka, reported being overcome by joy and a sense of calm despite their initial fear. The Virgin Mary’s appearance was strikingly beautiful to them, and they were unable to describe her fully in human terms. Her radiance, they said, was like nothing they had ever encountered before. She appeared to them as a young woman, modestly dressed, with a delicate but motherly presence. 

	 

	While the figure did not give lengthy messages during this first apparition, the brief words she did speak were laden with meaning. She called the children to come back, expressing her desire to meet them again. This simple request initiated a long sequence of daily apparitions, which continue to be reported by some of the visionaries, even decades later. From that moment on, the Virgin’s messages grew in detail and scope, focusing on themes like prayer, fasting, and the need for peace in the world. This initial encounter set the tone for the entire Medjugorje phenomenon, one that would inspire millions of pilgrims to visit the site over the years.

	 

	The news of this first apparition quickly spread through Medjugorje and beyond. In a village that was predominantly Catholic, the appearance of the Virgin Mary carried immense significance. People from nearby areas began visiting the site on the hill where the children had their experience, hoping for a glimpse of the divine or for some form of spiritual reassurance. Though many came out of curiosity, others were moved by faith, believing that the Virgin Mary had truly appeared to these young people. Over time, the hill of Podbrdo became known as Apparition Hill, and it remains a place of pilgrimage for people from all over the world.

	 

	The reaction of the local clergy was initially cautious. While some priests were open to the possibility of Marian apparitions, others approached the claims with skepticism, urging careful discernment. The political climate at the time in Yugoslavia, which included the region of Medjugorje, also played a role in how the events were received. The Communist government, which was officially atheistic, was not keen on promoting religious movements that could attract large gatherings and inspire fervent devotion among the people. Despite these challenges, the visionaries remained firm in their accounts, consistently describing the beauty and presence of the Virgin Mary as a transformative experience.

	 

	This first apparition in Medjugorje holds a unique place in Marian history, not only because it marked the beginning of what would become one of the longest-running series of apparitions in modern times, but also because it drew so many people into a deeper spiritual journey. The simplicity of the children’s experience, combined with the extraordinary nature of the vision, created a sense of wonder and mystery that continues to captivate believers. The first sighting of the Virgin Mary on that June evening in 1981 was just the beginning of a much larger unfolding of events, one that continues to shape the faith of millions today.

	 


Chapter 2: Messages from the Queen of Peace

	 

	The messages from the Queen of Peace, as the Virgin Mary identified herself in Medjugorje, have been a central aspect of the apparitions that began in 1981. These messages, delivered to the visionaries over the course of decades, have consistently focused on key themes: prayer, fasting, peace, conversion, and reconciliation. Unlike other Marian apparitions that may have revolved around specific prophetic warnings or extraordinary events, the messages of Medjugorje are notable for their persistent call to a deepening of personal faith and a universal appeal for peace. These messages continue to be reported by some of the visionaries, and they are shared with the public on a regular basis, making Medjugorje a place of ongoing spiritual communication.

	 

	One of the earliest and most significant themes to emerge from the Queen of Peace’s messages is the call to prayer. From the beginning, the Virgin Mary urged the visionaries and all believers to return to prayer, particularly the prayer of the heart. This is not just a mechanical repetition of words, she emphasized, but a sincere, deeply felt communication with God. The prayer of the heart is meant to transform a person from within, leading to a greater openness to God’s will. The Virgin Mary repeatedly asked for the recitation of the Rosary, which she described as one of the most powerful weapons against evil. She encouraged the faithful to pray the Rosary daily, believing that through this devotion, many of the world’s problems could be alleviated.

	 

	In addition to prayer, the Queen of Peace introduced the practice of fasting as an essential spiritual discipline. She recommended fasting on bread and water, especially on Wednesdays and Fridays, as a way to purify the soul and bring people closer to God. Fasting, according to her messages, is not merely about physical abstention but a deeper spiritual act that fosters self-discipline, humility, and compassion for others. The Virgin Mary explained that through fasting, people can gain the strength to resist temptation, grow in virtue, and offer their sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. This idea of offering personal sacrifices for the sake of others is a theme that runs throughout many of her messages.

	 

	Peace is another core element of the Queen of Peace’s messages, and it is the very identity she assumed in Medjugorje. From the earliest days of the apparitions, she spoke of the need for peace, not just in the world, but in the hearts of individuals. The peace she spoke of is not simply the absence of conflict but a profound spiritual peace that comes from being united with God. The Virgin Mary often called for prayer specifically for world peace, and her messages came at a time when the Balkans, and later much of the world, were experiencing significant political and social turmoil. Her emphasis on peace was seen as particularly poignant during the Yugoslav Wars in the 1990s, when Medjugorje became a symbol of hope and reconciliation in a region torn apart by ethnic and religious violence.

	 

	Alongside these themes of prayer, fasting, and peace, the Virgin Mary also delivered messages about conversion. She called people to turn away from sin and return to a life of grace. This call to conversion was not just for those who had strayed far from the faith, but for everyone, even those who already considered themselves devout. She emphasized that conversion is a lifelong process, requiring constant vigilance and renewal of commitment to God. The Queen of Peace asked for humility and repentance, urging believers to seek forgiveness through the sacrament of Confession. She stressed that through confession, people could experience God’s mercy and begin anew on their spiritual journey.

	 

	One of the more striking aspects of the messages from the Queen of Peace is her focus on the need for reconciliation, both with God and with others. She spoke often of the importance of forgiving others and healing divisions within families and communities. The Virgin Mary warned that without forgiveness and reconciliation, there could be no true peace. This theme resonated particularly in the context of the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, where long-standing ethnic and religious tensions erupted into violence. The messages of reconciliation were seen as both a spiritual and practical solution to the region’s problems, urging people to move beyond hatred and vengeance and to seek unity.

	The Queen of Peace’s messages are also noted for their universality. While many of the messages were addressed directly to the visionaries, their content was meant for the entire world. The Virgin Mary expressed her concern for all of humanity, regardless of religious affiliation, nationality, or personal background. Her calls for peace, prayer, and conversion were not confined to Catholics alone, but were intended to reach all people of good will. This inclusivity made the messages of Medjugorje particularly appealing to a broad audience, including many who may not have had a strong connection to the Catholic faith but were seeking spiritual guidance.

	 

	Another recurring theme in the Queen of Peace’s messages is the importance of family. She often spoke of the family as the foundation of society and emphasized the need for strong, faith-filled families to act as a beacon of light in a world that is increasingly divided and secularized. She asked families to pray together, particularly the Rosary, as a way to strengthen their bonds and protect themselves from the negative influences of the world. In this way, the messages from the Queen of Peace not only touched upon individual spirituality but also addressed the broader social implications of faith and family life.

	 

	The messages from the Queen of Peace, while simple in their content, carry profound spiritual depth. Through her calls to prayer, fasting, peace, conversion, and reconciliation, the Virgin Mary sought to guide people back to a closer relationship with God and to encourage them to live lives of greater holiness and service to others. This ongoing series of messages has created a powerful spiritual movement that has drawn millions of people to Medjugorje, and continues to inspire countless others to seek peace and renewal in their own lives.

	 


Chapter 3: The Visionaries' Journey

	 

	The journey of the visionaries in Medjugorje is a deeply personal and transformative experience, one that has unfolded over decades since the first apparition in 1981. The six young people—Ivanka Ivanković, Mirjana Dragićević, Vicka Ivanković, Marija Pavlović, Ivan Dragićević, and Jakov Čolo—were ordinary teenagers and children when they first claimed to witness the Virgin Mary on Podbrdo, a small hill near their village. Their lives were instantly and irrevocably changed by these encounters, and the course of their spiritual and personal lives became intertwined with the apparitions, each taking a unique path shaped by their individual experiences with the Queen of Peace.

	 

	In the early days, the visionaries faced both overwhelming joy and significant challenges. The first few apparitions filled them with awe and wonder. According to their testimonies, they saw the Virgin Mary as a young woman of extraordinary beauty and grace, often radiating a sense of peace and maternal love. These experiences left the visionaries emotionally moved, some of them describing feelings of complete inner peace and happiness. However, the initial joy was accompanied by confusion and fear, as they were unsure how to interpret what was happening to them. They found themselves thrust into a global spotlight, with pilgrims and reporters arriving in Medjugorje, eager to hear their stories.

	 

	For Vicka Ivanković, one of the most outspoken and public of the visionaries, the journey has been one of both spiritual leadership and personal sacrifice. Vicka has continued to have daily apparitions since the beginning, and she has always been willing to share her experiences with the countless pilgrims who come to Medjugorje. Despite facing serious health problems over the years, Vicka has maintained a joyful and positive demeanor, which she attributes to the guidance and love of the Virgin Mary. Her house in Medjugorje has become a place of gathering, where she offers spiritual guidance and encouragement to those seeking to deepen their faith.

	 

	Mirjana Dragićević, on the other hand, has had a more complex journey. Initially, Mirjana experienced daily apparitions, like the other visionaries. However, her apparitions eventually became less frequent, with the Virgin Mary appearing to her on specific dates, primarily the second of each month. Mirjana’s experiences are particularly notable because of the secrets that the Virgin Mary has entrusted to her. According to Mirjana, she has been given ten secrets, which she is to reveal to the world at a later time, with the assistance of a priest chosen to communicate these revelations. This burden of responsibility has weighed heavily on Mirjana, and she has spoken openly about the challenges of carrying such a significant message while trying to live a normal life.

	 

	Ivanka Ivanković was the first visionary to see the Virgin Mary, and like the others, her life was deeply shaped by this experience. However, unlike Vicka and Mirjana, Ivanka’s apparitions have become rare over time, occurring annually on the anniversary of the first apparition, June 25. Ivanka’s focus has shifted more toward her family life, and she speaks less publicly than some of the other visionaries. Despite this, she remains firm in her belief in the authenticity of the apparitions and continues to live out the message of peace and prayer that was given to her.

	 

	Marija Pavlović, another of the six visionaries, continues to have regular apparitions and is known for receiving monthly messages from the Virgin Mary, which are shared with the public. These messages, often centered on prayer and peace, are eagerly awaited by the millions of followers of Medjugorje worldwide. Marija has also taken on a more active role in promoting the spiritual messages of Medjugorje by traveling and speaking at events around the world, sharing her experiences and encouraging others to live lives of faith and devotion.

	 

	Ivan Dragićević, one of the two male visionaries, has had an interesting journey, as his life has evolved to encompass both spiritual and personal commitments. He continues to experience apparitions regularly and remains involved in the spiritual life of Medjugorje, while also managing his responsibilities as a husband and father. Ivan has moved between Medjugorje and the United States, where he has a home with his family, and he speaks about how his encounters with the Virgin Mary have profoundly shaped his approach to life, faith, and family. He has expressed a deep sense of duty in sharing the messages of the Virgin Mary, particularly her emphasis on peace and reconciliation.

	 

	Jakov Čolo, the youngest of the visionaries, had daily apparitions until 1998, when they ceased for him, leaving him with only one annual apparition on Christmas Day. Jakov’s journey has been quieter compared to some of the other visionaries, as he has focused more on his private life and family. However, his role in the early years of the apparitions was significant, and he remains a figure of faith for many who have followed the events of Medjugorje closely. Jakov has often spoken about the joy and privilege of seeing the Virgin Mary and the responsibility that comes with such an experience.
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