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	DEDICATION


	This book is dedicated to all those who believe in their divine purpose and in their capacity to fulfill it.


	 




	 


	 


	Preface


	The purpose of life is to fulfill our destinies and few people inspire us on that path as much as Apostle Paul. From the moment God revealed his life purpose to him on the road to Damascus, he followed it with all zeal, resisting the fiercest opposition, using all indicated strategies, and gathering all needed manpower to see that purpose fulfilled. He lived by the slogan: “I cannot disobey the heavenly vision”. Indeed, that slogan influenced, directed and inspired his steps till his death in Rome many years later. From the dedication and sacrifice with which he followed his vision, and the approval he gained from God because of that, we can rightly conclude that the purpose of life is to live a life of purpose. 


	Paul fulfilled one of the greatest destinies on earth, may be second only to the Lord Jesus himself. Because of total attachment to his divine purpose, Paul toured the entire world of his time at least three times to fulfill his heavenly vision and left behind 13 epistles so authoritative; thus, becoming a significant New Testament figure.  In fact, church history today recognizes him as the second founder of Christianity. Paul, the outstanding apostle then stands out as a great source of inspiration and a worthy example to those who want to fulfill their life purpose. Indeed, lessons drawn from his life can constitute a trustworthy guide for destiny fulfillment; hence the reason for this book.


	In this book, I would like to call attention to some character qualities of this Christian gentleman whose historical footprints will never be erased as long as our planet endures. More especially, I will pinpoint some of the amazing elements of those qualities that helped him fulfill his destiny so perfectly, and they will serve as blueprint to all who like him want to accomplish their reason of coming to this earth. Nevertheless, the short list of facts I have chosen to discuss from his life is by no means exhaustive-merely illustrative.


	 




Introduction


	Testimonies abound the world over and generation to generation about the greatness and the inspiring nature of Apostle Paul’s life. For instance, someone said, “No single person since Nero’s days left such permanent marks on the souls of men as Paul the New Man.” He noted that the grand apostle of Christ, “rising from the mass of the insignificant many, is still molding the world at the present moment.”


	Another, who spent more time studying the works of Paul, commented that Paul’s epistles are more “richly rewarding” than that of any other writer - either ancient or modern. He observed as well that “no single event, apart from the Christ-event itself, has proved as determinant for the course of Christian history as the conversion and commissioning of Paul”.


	Moreover, according to James Stalker, a close student of Paul, his master was one of the most influential teachers of mankind, and multitudes in every century adopted from him their way of conceiving all the greatest objects of human concern.


	Paul stands as one of the best men the world has ever had. He lived his life for the good of men and the glory of God. Even Luke fell so much in admiration of this sacred character called Paul. In effect throughout Acts, Paul is Luke's hero; and the main object of some passages is apparently to show how Paul stands head and shoulders above other men.


	But the backbone of Paul’s achievements, that which has made him a source of admiration from generation to generation and to us today is his divine purpose, which he discovered and never abandoned. So, if you wish to leave timeless footprints on this earth, live a life of purpose. Of course, we are not all going to neither attain the level of Paul’s achievement nor create the same degree of impact on the world that he created for our destinies vary. But, if we truly want to live a purposeful life, then from Paul’s experience we can draw lessons to help us accomplish our own big or small destinies. After studying Paul’s way of fulfilling his divine purpose, we can easily apply his strategies to every day.


	Let’s move to the first chapter.


	 


	




Chapter One


	PAUL DISCOVERS HIS DIVINE PURPOSE


	 


	 


	 


	Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to go to a town call Damascus, so that if he found any Christian, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" And he said, “Who art thou, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” And he trembling and astonished said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” And the Lord said unto him, “Arise, and go into the city, and they shall tell you what thou must do.”


	Then the Lord sent him to a disciple in Damascus called Ananias who revealed his destiny to him saying, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road to Damascus has chosen you to be an instrument to carry his name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel.” (See Acts 9: 1-19).


	They are two great days in a man’s life; the day he comes to this world, and the day he discovers why he came. Consequently, People crave to identify the reason for their presence in this terrible planet earth. Mine deep enough into any heart, you will find it: a longing for meaning, a quest for purpose. This is because God created and sent each one of us on this earth for a special mission. But often times, we have not sought and received divine direction for our life, and when we give it our personal direction it is usually the wrong one. 


	In effect, as the above biblical text reveals, Saul who became Paul had completed his schooling and had all his certificates. He was probably a young man in his thirties. Actually, when Luke introduces him to us for the first time in connection with the martyrdom of Stephen, he described him as a “young man” (Acts 7:58). The Greeks employed the term “young man”, with so much latitude that we cannot determine whether Paul was under thirty, or between that and forty.  Still, more probably, he was at least thirty years of age, for otherwise he would not share the counsels of the chief priests, or be entrusted by them with the entire responsibility of executing their designs against the followers of Jesus, as we know was the case. 


	So like any young man in his place does after obtaining his certificates, Paul decided to give meaning to his life by choosing a career. From his academic circuit, we can rightly deduce that he wanted to be a Rabbi of Judaism. Thus, in the motion of defending Judaism, he engaged in persecuting the Christian because they threatened his religious ambitions. But one day as he went about killing Christians, he encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus. This fatal confrontation with Jesus determined the rest of Paul’s life as it culminated with the latter discovering his divine purpose. So he embraced this discovered destiny and went ahead to change the face of Christianity and influenced the entire world of his time for God. 


	Truly, as facts later prove it, Paul’s conversion happened to be the greatest turning point in God's dealings not only with Israel, but with the entire pagan world of his time, and even us today. From that conversion, God set his whole program for the evangelization of the world in motion.


	Obviously, some people also discovered their destinies and became a blessing both to Christianity and to the world around them. For instance, in the 3rd century, Emperor Constantine had two remarkable experiences that convinced him of the truth of Christianity and altered the course of his life. As a result of his conversion to Christianity, he turned the history of the world onto a new course and made Christianity, which until then had suffered bloody persecution, the religion of the people. 


	Next, the protestant revolution owes its birth and initial development to the faith of one man—Martin Luther. In the 14th century, God changed the course of his life one day as he rescued him from being killed by lightning. Luther consequently gave up his long nursed idea of becoming a lawyer, and entered an Augustinian monastery to become a monk. Eventually, he went ahead to give a new breath to Christianity which was suffocating under rules and tradition.


	Nonetheless, by the dramatic nature by which God revealed Paul’s destiny, its scope and the number of people influenced by it, Paul’s destiny is not only outstanding, but stands out among a million others.


	But, neither Paul, nor others who accomplished a particular divine purpose could have accomplished it if they had not discovered it. Thus, whatever the size and nature of our destiny, in order to accomplish it, we must first discover it. So our greatest concern at this point may be how to discover our own destiny. If that is the case, let’s examine how Paul discovered his destiny and then draw steps to discover ours.


	 


	I-HOW PAUL DICOVERED HIS DIVINE PURPOSE


	 


	

	1. HE SURRENDERED TO JESUS ACTS 9:1-6




	When Jesus confronted Paul on the road to Damascus, the latter surrendered his life to Christ thus taking the first critical step into his destiny. In reality, he did it promptly as he did not even debate the matter (Gal 1:16). At times, when we receive an invitation from Christ, we consult others before accepting the invitation. But for Paul, he did not inquire what the scribes and Pharisees would say; he did not consider his own reputation; he did not ask what the world would think. He gave himself up at once, and entirely, to the Lord Jesus, evidently with a purpose to do his will alone. Consequently, he discovered his destiny. God reveals our destiny to us only if we give our heart and will to the Lord Jesus, to be directed by him. 


	As Paul later explained, God created everything by Christ and purposed everything in Christ. He writes: “that he (God) lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.” (Ephesians 1:8-10). He corroborates this reality in Colossians 1:16-17 as he writes: For by him (Christ) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” So, to discover our divine purpose we must first surrender our lives to Christ.


	Fortunately, God always initiates an encounter to help us understand our destiny. But we must surrender our lives to him in the process before we can enter that destiny. When Christ manifests himself to us, he lays us very low in the process, as he did Paul but he intends for us to surrender our lives to him for him to guide us in our divine purpose. 


	God as an expert potter can make splendid vessels even from mere rubbish, broken glass, and old bones of our characters, so triumphing over the rudeness of the most unpromising materials of our rotting characters and past lives. Nevertheless, as the potter must have complete power over the clay as the clay is totally surrendered, God wants us to surrender our life to him. Those who ever visited Eastern potteries must have noticed how thoroughly surrendered clay is in the potter’s hands when the potter wants to fashion it. Actually, many potters in the east make most of their vessels out of the solid substances of flint or granite, but firstly they ground these rocks into the softest powder. So, Christ will lead us into our destinies and fashion us into chosen vessels but only if we totally surrender to him. 


	Paul surrendered his life to Jesus during the encounter on the road to Damascus, and as a result took the first giant step in his destiny. Therefore, to discover our divine purpose, we start by surrendering our lives to Jesus.


	Yet, Paul’s experience teaches that, while surrendering our lives to Christ is the most important step to help us discover our divine purpose, it is not the only one. Indeed, to discover his destiny, Paul took other steps. Let’s consider them.


	 


	

	2. HE ASKED THE DECISIVE QUESTION (ACTS 9: 10-19)




	Many people who teach about discovering our divine purpose recommend many tips but very few advise us to ask our divine purposes from God. Such an approach is not only awkward, but dangerous. God is the person who created you and assigned you a divine purpose so if you decide on your destiny without consulting him; you will surely regret the move. 


	God intents the miracle of conversion to have a double effect on us: One, conversion should transform us internally. Two, we should show external proofs of our transformation by desiring to yield our will to God from hence forth. Paul just experienced a sudden shift in his spirit as Jesus encountered him. As proof of his conversion, he desired the same shift in his steps. The sinner follows his will; but the first act of his conversion is to surrender his own will to that of God, and to resolve to do what He requires. And, this change in the sinner indicates the genuineness of his transformation, and it is a major difference. To be sure, two things must lie in every conversion; as the man gets an almighty Saviour, God should get a willing servant. And as Paul’s example shows, we demonstrate that willingness to follow God’s will by asking the decisive question: “Lord what do you want me to do?” This serious question that leads us toward discovering our destiny, thus becoming a major step, is asked in prayer and on our knees. 


	So, test your readiness to discover your destiny by your readiness to surrender your will to God. Paul asked a decisive question and Jesus gave him an appropriate answer. The Lord said to him, “Enter the city and you shall be told what to do”. This commissioning became the next step that helped Paul discover his destiny.


	 


	

	3. HE WAS DIRECTED BY  MATURED BELIEVERS




	Matured believers in the Lord, who love us sincerely, can direct us on the path God wants us to take in life. In Paul’s case, Ananias directed him. Disciple Ananias lived in Damascus. Many consider him as one of the 70 disciples. But nothing more is certainly known of him than is related in Acts 9. Nonetheless, Acts 22:12, says that he was a devout man according to the Law, and the Jews who dwell in Damascus highly esteem him. Our Lord loves to employ men of unblemished character, because example speaks more loudly than precept, and the eloquence of Christian holiness is more potent to influence others than all the speaking of Christian orators.


	Thus, the Lord called to Ananias in a vision, and asked him to go and look for Paul saying: "Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." (See Acts 9:10-16). Paul had surrendered his life to Jesus and had asked for divine direction for his future yet Jesus chose to reveal that divine direction through a fellow man -Ananias. 






	Human instrumentality


	God always uses men to accomplish his purposes even when acting in all His sovereignty. So, don’t undervalue instructions that men can give you, under a notion of depending on divine agency. Indeed, God doesn’t use angels to help men, except in very rare cases. Very often, God uses man to help man. So, even with destiny, God uses men to point men to their mission. Equally, when God convinces a man of sin through the Holy Spirit without human means, in the full decision somewhere or other He uses a man. Therefore, Paul, though called by Christ himself, a fellow man, Ananias, directed him on the way of his destiny. So God especially selected and especially directed Ananias for that task.


	Jesus confronted and converted Paul on the road. He could as well revealed his purpose to him. But he chose to send him to Ananias, a fellow man, for instructions to his question, “Lord what do you want me to do?” God will help man by man, that they learn to love and respect each other. God decided that Paul‘s mission come not by another voice from heaven but by the voice of a man from earth. The Lord could have done it but He takes care that every instrument he chooses be honored each at his own time. Now, Ananias served his own destiny by helping Paul enter his.


	Indeed, God uses even the simplest instrument and the most obscure saint to direct Christians to their destinies. Behind many well-known servants of God are lesser-known believers who have influenced them. The important thing is not fame but faithfulness. For instance, one Sunday, Edward Kimball led one of his Sunday school boys to faith in Christ. Little did he realize that Dwight L. Moody would one day become the world's leading evangelist. Also, God used the ministry of Norman B. Harrison in an obscure Bible conference to bring Theodore Epp to faith in Christ, and God used Theodore Epp to build the Back to the Bible Ministry around the world. God will assign a human being to direct you into your destiny; be it a famous person or a simple person.
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