

  

[image: ]






A Destiny Denied… A Dignity Restored


 


Harry Smith 




 


© Copyright 2019 by Harry Smith
 


All rights reserved. No part of this collection may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except in the case of brief quotations for use in articles and reviews, without written permission from the author.


 


The views expressed in this book are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher.


 


Cover design by Nigel Smith ( www.wolfandbear.co ). 


 


ISBN: 978-3-96633-283-5


Verlag GD Publishing Ltd. & Co KG, Berlin


E-Book Distribution: XinXii


www.xinxii.com


[image: ]









[image: ]


 


 


7710-T Cherry Park Dr, Ste 224
Houston, TX 77095
713-766-4271




Introduction


My overall stimulus for writing this book is one of obedience, closely followed by something akin to a compulsion. When the Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians about reconciliation, he says, “For Christ’s love compels us...” (2 Corinthians 5:14) It is as if God puts something in your heart that becomes a driving force in what you do. This has certainly been my experience, and it is in part a telling of my story, a journey that God has brought me on.


 


As a follower of Creator God, who has been involved in UK and Irish reconciliation issues, since the early 1990s, I became acutely aware that much had also been done detrimentally to other people groups around the world in His name, that had not been sanctioned by Him. The history of Ireland, my homeland, through its relationship with England and Scotland, is a sad testimony of that! Finding that our ancestors, “with the sword in one hand and the Bible in the other,” had suppressed people groups all over the world during the centuries of Empire expansion, has motivated a growing body of people in the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland to reach out and seek the healing of those ancient wounds—reconciliation! There was also an awareness that such negative actions of my forefathers had become a barrier, a “stumbling block” to people finding God. (2 Corinthians 6:3) Even in more recent times, missionaries have sadly heard, “Why should I follow your God when Catholics and Protestants are fighting in Ireland?”—unaware of the finer nuances of life here and that the words Catholic and Protestant also carry with them other political and cultural connotations.


 


My ancestry on my mother’s side is English and is culturally Ulster Scots on my father’s. I’m from a Protestant background! I did not grow up overtly sectarian, though Catholics were different, somehow inferior, and we didn’t play with “them.” I believe that there is sufficient in my DNA, physical and spiritual, to identify with the wounding, which both streams of my ancestry committed on Irish and American soil.


 


In writing this book, I do not want in any way to put myself forward as an expert, there are too many historical and sociological complexities for that! So, this is not a definitive history but rather a record of my journey, one in which I have sought to embrace God’s heart and what I sense He has been saying to me regarding my own tribal identity or that of the Irish, Native and Euro-Americans. Nor do I want to appear to stand on the eastern seaboard of the Atlantic and point the finger of condemnation at the latter. That is not my place! I write having deeply searched my heart.


 


Our histories are profoundly connected. My people went to America bringing with them much that was good, but they also brought some spiritual, political and social belief systems that were and continue to be wrong and extremely detrimental to the First Nation Peoples. They brought their cultural hurts, wounds, etc., (often because of persecution at home) with them. These were not only detrimental to themselves but also consequently to us, their descendants today, as we continued to live out of them in Ireland and America. 


 


Many left the shores of what is now the United Kingdom and the Irish Republic, with their own destinies being denied, through persecution. Yes, they brought their Christian faith with them and led many Indians to a living faith in Christ, but it was the wrong packaging of that faith that also led to conflict, land removal, genocide, meaning that many Native Americas had their destinies also denied. One only needs to examine the effects of broken treaties; go unto the Sioux Reservations in South Dakota or speak to people who continue to suffer the pain of the Residential Schools.


 


God has been taking me to America for more than 12 years now, to listen and learn. I can identify with Nehemiah when he writes, “When I heard these things, I sat down and wept… and prayed before the God of heaven, ‘I confess the sins we… including myself and our father’s house have committed against you…’” (Nehemiah 1:4, 6-7). I can truly say, “I am sorry for the wrongs that my tribe brought with them to America, and I have at times experienced a profound sorrow in my heart for what we did to the Native tribes.” 


 


Whatever else God has for me in the future, regarding this, I do not know, but I sense this is but the beginning of a journey for me. If what I have written in this book becomes a catalyst to drawing others, White and Native Americans into a healing process, I rejoice and give thanks to our Creator. One thing is sure: ownership and repentance are needed by individuals as well as our spiritual and political leadership on both sides of the Atlantic. If the spiritual and political foundations are wrong, then what we have built on them is wrong!


 


Over these years, I have not only sat with people who have a heart for reconciliation—both White and Native, but I have also been reading widely: many “histories” of the Scots; the Scots-Irish; the Puritans; the colonies; Native American tribes and the growth of the United States of America. That has included the European roots of those histories and the effects these have had (positively and negatively) on the Native American tribes. I have found that over the centuries a variety of interpretations of the details have been recorded, new documentation becomes available and at times the revisionists have moved in, all of which makes accuracy in writing impossible. I can only hope through my reading and research that I have gained a broad sense of the history of the peoples I am writing about. 


 


Also, in any of the issues mentioned, I have tried to keep in mind that I am writing to the average person on the street and to those who are engaged in intercession and reconciliation in the UK, Ireland, and the United States. This is purposely not an in-depth academic study, but if you have been stimulated to dig deeper, scholarly works are out there in plenty. Regarding the historical content of this book I also hope that all the quotes and references are correct. I have also submitted sections of this book to others in the UK and America for their critical input. Grace is needed if my interpretations of events are in any way different from yours!


 


One key slant, that I seek to bring in this book, is to take our thinking a step further on from the historical and sociological into the realm of the spiritual, to ask: what has taken place in the spirit realms as a result of the interactions—positive and negative—between the various people groups? This is based on the premise that God made man, in all the multiplicity of people groups, ethnicities and tribes, in His image. Each is unique in His eyes; each has something special to bring to the whole, and each has its boundaries set. “From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact place where they should live.” (Acts 17:26) Unfortunately, what God wanted us to reflect of Himself through this diversity was marred in our rebellion—with help from God’s archenemy, Satan! We were created to live in perfect harmony with Him, with our fellow man, and remarkably, with ourselves—the rebellion recorded in Genesis 3 changed all that! We are now players in a spiritual battle between God and Satan!


 


We need to bear in mind that none of our leaders, both White and Native, have been able to lead us perfectly into our personal and national destinies, as they have at times also made wrong choices. Added to that we also need to be aware that we have so often tended to operate solely on the horizontal plane, forgetting that God has instructed us that our earthly battles and struggles are primarily not “against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) Through our imperfections, we have inadvertently given Satan legal footholds into our lives and communities. (Ephesians 4:26) If these are not appropriately dealt with, they affect not only our yesterdays but also our tomorrows and generationally the tomorrows of others. 


 


In the light of that, when I read authors stating in their writings, that the Puritans and Scotch-Irish were only doing in warfare against the Native Americans what other European nations were doing in the Americas; that we should no longer drag up the past but need to move on, “get over it,” this does not sit easy with me. If they acted in ways that were not God’s ways, then that has to be acknowledged and not rationalized away! As an associate of mine once said, “We can only truly move forward after we have truly looked back!” Or to put it another way, my Navajo friend Mark Charles recently wrote: “Until we deal with our past, we will remain incapable of walking into a better future.”


 


Through my travels, research and reconciliation work, I have become acutely aware that so much of what I have observed comes down to a clash between culture and God’s Kingdom. Sadly, for too many, both are synonymous! I have needed to ask myself: “Can I, as a Christian look at my culture, my upbringing, my denomination, the experiences in life that make up ‘me’ and with the help of the Holy Spirit, Scripture and my interaction with other people, determine what is truly of God and what is not, and respond to it were necessary, with repentance and subsequent change of action?” Along with a growing number of people here in Ireland, I have grappled long and hard regarding the negative intertwining of history, culture and so much of what makes up Catholic/Protestant nationalist and religious identities. 


 


As I grew up, a lot of my Protestant identity was defined by what we weren’t, leading to the production of a list full of do’s and don’ts. At the same time, it was deemed by many Christians as an honorable thing to be a member of the Orange Order or a Masonic Lodge. If a Catholic became Protestant, they were rigorously submitted to this framework, and all too often paraded around as “trophies of grace.” Except for reconciliation purposes, I don’t particularly like being identified any longer as “Protestant.” We are in a desperate need of a new identity, a new Reformation!


 


One of the challenges in this current part of my journey has been to try and discover what is redeemable, signs that God was already at work in a culture: issues related to how we do mission, of contextualization and syncretism (e.g., Paul at the Areopagus, Acts 17). Part of this is, I am sure, connected to having lived for 18 years in a residential community of reconciliation, with Christians from other traditions and cultures—that was, to put it mildly, extremely transformative! I now know, love and respect so many wonderful Catholic Christians, and there is so much of what was identified culturally as “Catholic” and Irish, their music, dance, etc., which I now like and feel I was deprived of as I grew up. Can I not be Irish and Christian—period? Can Native Americans not also be Native and Christian? I sense this is also the experience of many white American Christians labeled as “Evangelical,” regarding what God is doing in their hearts, as they get to know their Native brothers and sisters in Christ. Mutual enrichment and growth are available to all who embrace this journey together. 


 


The overriding message of the Jewish and Christian scriptures is one of God’s desire for our restoration. Through the title of this book, “A Destiny Denied, A Dignity Restored.” I want to reflect on that. Aspects of our destinies can probably never be fully restored; some things will have been lost forever, but I do believe that our dignity can be restored IN HIM! I also believe that out of all the pain of our individual and corporate histories, God can also give us a new sense of our identity, again IN HIM! He can redeem and restore us as we bring our pain, woundedness, anger, disappointments, and bitterness to Him! 


 


For some people that journey starts when a person goes in a spirit of humility to somebody from the other tribe and confesses, “I am sorry for what my people did to yours… that action of mine and my people were wrong.” I have seen that happen time and time again in Ireland and in the United States as I have gone in that spirit to people from Catholic Nationalist or Native American backgrounds. They have needed to hear it! Other aspects of the healing process may follow, including reconciliation, restoration, restitution, etc. Repentance is crucial to the opening of a door for a new journey to begin!


 


An overview


I have been very conscious in my research and writing, that I am not just dealing with facts and figures. We are dealing here with people, families, nations, cultures. Many years ago, when I was a Clinical Nurse Tutor, I pointed out to the students that the patient in the bed was not just a Hospital Number with something wrong with their body. I also encouraged them to ask questions. What was going on in the patient, physically, mentally, spiritually? They also had brothers, sisters, children, friends—what were they experiencing during this time of hospitalization? Some patients would either die there or at home because of their illness. If they died from injuries sustained in the ethnic violence, we were experiencing daily—what were the repercussions for their family and society? Many today, decades later, still live out of the anger, fear, hatred that has been stirred up. Wounded places that Satan can use, that God wants to heal!


 


My desire, living in Ireland and traveling in and out of the States, is to see the healing of our nations. It is multi-directional: the ongoing need for healing here in Ireland (North and South); between each of the nations in the United Kingdom; those nations towards the United States; the internal healing of the USA regarding its own historical development, especially between the Native and Euro-Americans.


 


Part 1 A Destiny Denied


In the first section of this book, there are some ‘thumbnail’ sketches of relevant history. These are grouped as three main threads: 


 


The unpacking, in Chapters 3-5, of a key issue—the Doctrine of Discovery—as it developed in the Catholic Church in Europe and then traversed the Reformation to undergird the expansion of the British Empire. The Holy Wars of Europe were, by extension, being played out in North America!


 


In Chapters 6-10, the beginnings of British colonization: the Company’s established; the development of Puritanism in England and Ireland; the key role this played in forming the early colonists and their early contact with the local Native American tribes.


 


The Ulster-Scots, Chapters 11-14. Looking at their roots in Scotland and Ulster; what made them into the ideal frontiers people in the American colonies; how their negative relationship with England in Scotland and Ulster was central to England’s defeat in the War of Independence. 


 


For many white Americans, these are your roots, the history of your ancestors, your political, cultural and spiritual foundations—what makes you tick! 


 


I have also included specific chapters on Manifest Destiny, the Residential Boarding Schools and some teaching on prayer. These have been significant milestones on my journey in understanding God’s heart and the need for reconciliation.


 


In all of these, what was key, is how my ancestors perceived the Native American tribes, the primary inhabitants in the land and how they dealt with them on it. Principles of engagement were being established. Every negative encounter on both sides was giving Satan footholds regarding future encounters. The fruit lives on!


 


Part 2 A Dignity Restored


Here are some of the issues explored:


 


Repentance, Reconciliation, Restitution–God’s idea!


 


What if you don’t get all the land back? Justice—what if there is no justice, but dignity is restored. A higher way: You-in charge; 2nd-mile people; Brother offends-go!


 


God and covenant. The real thing!


 


Dignity. It’s there for all.


 


A new destiny! Being part of the ‘body of Christ’ is two ways! We are one—all expressions! 


 


Knowing our identity; Building your part of the wall is ok!


 


Issues related to syncretism and contextualization—worshipping Creator in culturally relevant ways!


 


Appendices


The Doctrine of Discovery—overview


 


The Fort Wayne Acknowledgement.


 


A repudiation document regarding the Doctrine of Discovery, by the Episcopal Church.


 


—oooOooo—


 


Lastly, as you read this book, I ask you to read it with your hearts and minds open to God. In Chapter 19, “Reconciled to reconcile,” I quote the Apostle Paul, who wrote to us, as followers of God’s way, that we…


 


“… should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view… if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come; the old has gone the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:15-18)


 


The words in bold tell us who we are, this is our calling. If you find yourself negatively reacting to something I have written, be open to asking yourself, why? I am still on this journey—so it may be that you are reacting to something I have misunderstood, some errors in my thinking. On the other hand, you may be coming across new information to be processed. You could also be “face to face” with a particular cultural or theological belief that is a “stronghold” in your life, “a worldly point of view” that needs to be submitted to Christ? I know this happened as people read my first book “Heal not Lightly.” Some were set free, reconciled with God, others and themselves, to become reconcilers; others, at times have strongly dismissed it!


 


So, here goes!


 


“Through the Chosen One, Creator has removed the hostility between human beings and himself… [He] has chosen us to represent him in the sacred task of helping others find and walk this path of peacemaking.”  2 Corinthians 5:18. First Nations Version.


 


(Courtesy of Terry Wildman, RainSong)


 


 





Part 1
A Destiny Denied



 


 


 





Chapter 1
My Journey This Far



Have you ever felt that you have been “set-up”—that someone has been working behind the scenes to get you to a specific place for a specific purpose? I was party to one of those occasions some years ago when my brother-in-law was treated to a surprise birthday celebration. As I look back over my life, I have a strong sense that God also does this, as He works behind the scenes in the circumstances and experiences of life, to bring us to a place, where He begins to reveal something integral to the next stage of the journey. It is often only as we look back that we can see the threads coming together; a theme that has been developing.


 


For about fourteen years now, I have been carrying something deep in my heart for a people group, far removed geographically from our shores here in Ireland, and yet, as I am increasingly being made aware, so strongly connected through history. I speak of the First Nations or indigenous peoples of North America, and in particular, for the purposes of this book, the United States of America.


 


I have asked myself and God, many times, “Why me?” I will probably never get a complete answer to that, but part of it lies in the forty-years-long journey I have been on since the early days of what became known euphemistically as “the troubles” here in Northern Ireland. It has been a journey of prayer, reconciliation, research and seeking understanding regarding the conflict here between the two major “tribes”—Protestant/Unionist and Catholic/Nationalist. God was using it in preparation for something around the corner. Something I could never have imagined myself being connected to.


 


I invite you to come with me as I give you an overview of the journey so far, and how the experiences, the threads of yesterday, are showing themselves to be so connected to the place I now find myself standing at the threshold of the next part of my journey with God! At times, it will be autobiographical and at others historical and theological. It is my journey, yet nevertheless one traveled with many others, not least by my wife, Dorothy. I believe it has, for the most part, been ordained of God (or as I have heard my Native American friends address Him—Creator or Grand Father).


 


Irish apartheid


To give what I share later some context, I will bring you back to 1969 when I started training in September of that year as a male nurse in one of Belfast’s major Accident and Emergency Hospitals—The Royal Victoria—just as “the Troubles” broke out all around us. Before that, while it was peaceful, I nevertheless grew up in an ‘apartheid’ system. We, as Protestants, were in the ascendancy—better jobs, career prospects, etc. We also grew up going to separate schools; played different games; listened to different music and back then, what we considered as the added bonus, not having to learn Irish!


 


Along with many other students from Northern Ireland, third-level education gave me my first meaningful contact with people from “the other side,” as we learned together how to treat the physical and emotional wounds of patients coming through the hospital doors. That sadly included people suffering from the effects of riots, petrol bombs, shootings, car bombs, etc., that we were inflicting on each other’s communities in the name of “God and Ulster” and “God and Ireland” Many stereotypes had to be faced! Their blood was nevertheless the same color as ours—RED!


 


God broke the rules


In the early 1970s I had a radical encounter with God, as the Holy Spirit moved throughout Ireland in what became known as the Charismatic Renewal Movement. It was all the more significant, considering I had grown up in a Church which taught that any such move attributed to the Holy Spirit was, to put it mildly, suspect! Almost overnight, I found myself being able to worship and pray together with Catholics who had also encountered God at this same deep personal level. God was “breaking the rules,” He should not have been doing that to them—never mind, me! But the reality was, He did, and to validate my experience meant that I also had to do so with theirs. If we were embracing the same God, by the same Spirit, then we were brothers and sisters in Christ—bottom line! Theologically and culturally we were poles apart regarding many issues, but now undeniably members of the one family, the body of Christ. That was made all the more powerful, giving the backdrop of civil unrest all around. 


 


For many years to come, God would use this outpouring of His Spirit to bring healing and reconciliation to many people within our divided communities. Cross-community Prayer Groups and residential Communities of Reconciliation sprung up across Ireland. My wife Dorothy and I had the privilege of living in one, The Christian Renewal Centre, for eighteen years (until in June 2010 we passed the baton to Youth With A Mission, Ireland). The Centre, established in 1974 by an Anglican clergyman, the Rev. Cecil Kerr and his wife Myrtle, was strategically situated on the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.


 


We went there in 1992 when I took up the position of Prayer Coordinator, subsequently taking the reins of leadership for ten years. One of my roles during that time, along with other colleagues in the Irish Prayer Movement, was to research and gain further insight into the roots of the centuries-old problems here. We realized that this was an essential part of the intercessory process, as together we faced some of the historical “skeletons in the cupboard,” from both sides. Out of this place of corporate ownership often came forth deep levels of confession, repentance, and reconciliation.


 


Connections


This would also connect me over many years to others in the United Kingdom who were doing similar research within their regions of these islands: The Prayer Forum of the British Isles and Ireland (formerly the British and Irish Prayer Leaders Conference) and Interweave (formerly the English Reconciliation Coalition, which expanded to embrace the other nations in the UK and Ireland). Both groups being acutely aware of many of the negative aspects of Britain’s Empire expansion, especially throughout the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries.


 


At an international level, I have also experienced invaluable input from ministries like the International Reconciliation Coalition led by John Dawson, (author of two significant books: “Taking Your Cities for God.” and “Healing Americas Wounds”); Reignbridge, overseen by Joey and Fawn Parish; Intercessors International founded by Johannes Facius; InterPrayer led by Brian Mills (who along with Roger Mitchell, co-authored “Sins of the Fathers”); and Alistair Petrie of Partnership Ministries.


 


Root issues


Ireland, positioned as it is on the edge of Europe and close to England, inevitably became its oldest colony, with the political and spiritual battles of Europe—before and particularly after the Reformation—often being played out here. In many ways “the troubles” of the last forty plus years have been the outworking of those painful roots.


 


It is within this context, of reconciliation and research in Ireland, that God spoke to me 20 years ago through a vivid dream. Without going into all the details, I was made aware of a covenant made in Ireland in 1912 by the main Protestant Churches here (Presbyterian, Church of Ireland and Methodist)—The Ulster Covenant. Nearly 250,000 men signed it as a response to the British Government wanting to introduce the Home Rule Bill, which would have led to Ireland getting a measure of self-governance, centered in Dublin. To the Protestant majority in the north of the island, that would have inevitably meant being ruled over by the Catholic majority, with the fear that the Catholic Church would exert a dominant influence. An understanding of this is foundational to our understanding of the violence that erupted in Ireland in the late 1960s.


 


In the dream, I was acutely aware that this Covenant was like a supporting log in the foundations of a beaver dam. This dam was holding back a large volume of water, which I sensed was the River of God, the Holy Spirit. Only a trickle was filtering through to an otherwise parched land. In essence, the log—the Ulster Covenant—and the subsequent development of the dam was an act, which not only grieved the Holy Spirit but also as a consequence quenched His capacity to flow freely through the Church into the nation. The message of Ezekiel 47:9 (RSV), resounds with the words, “Everything will live where the river goes.” I believe that the heart cry of God is, “I want My Church back.” He yearns for the river to flow!


 


Heal Not Lightly


This revelation led eventually, after many years of biblical and historical research and with the encouragement of some senior Church Leaders, to the publishing of a book in 2006, entitled “Heal Not Lightly.” The title is taken from a verse in Jeremiah 6:14 (RSV), “They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying. ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace.” As my research for the book progressed, I became aware, in a way that perhaps I had never before, of the depth of wounding in the corporate Irish psyche, and also of significant periods and events in history, which introduced some of that pain. There are layers of them, laid down over the centuries, but I draw attention to the role that people like Oliver Cromwell (a Puritan), and the Scottish Presbyterians (during the Plantation of Ulster) played in the 17th and 18th centuries. These two people groups, the Puritans and what became known as the Scots-Irish, were to reappear, within a different context!


 


Growing up in Ulster I knew about issues like the Ulster Covenant, but only in part. I had learned my cultures perspective—the history of the winners! Likewise, the Catholic Nationalist people had their perspective, that of the loser, the downtrodden, the oppressed and of seeking to rise up, to be free from that oppression. God gave me eyes to begin to see both of these people groups in a different light! 


 


I was also to learn from some of my international friends, that when one group of people makes a covenant against another—using the components of deity, national identity, and land, along with a willingness to lay down their lives for a cause—that we should look out for the possibility of a mirrored response in the other. That, I believe, happened in Easter 1916, with the birth of Sinn Fein and the Irish Republican Army! The outcome: two people groups covenanted against each other. That can set the scene for ethnic cleansing on a brutal and large scale as we saw in Rwanda between the Hutu and the Tutsi tribes.


 


The power of covenant


For God, “covenant” is central to all His dealings with mankind. It has legally bound God to us, ensuring that He could never walk away. Through covenant, God was committing himself to redeem us, and eventually to make it possible through the blood covenant of His Son’s death on a cross, for us to have an intimate relationship with Him, and be progressively made whole.


 


Should we be surprised, therefore, that on the flip side, Satan, who is totally anti-God and His purposes for the nations and people groups of this world, should want to undermine this? That can be by pitching one people group against another, as I mentioned above; through the misuse of covenants, treaties, pacts, and oaths or by not delivering on them. Such misuse enables Satan to continue to exercise generationally this authority we have given him, with horrendous consequences. It also places Israel (land and people), the Church and marriage at the top of his hit-list!


 


We talk about having peace here in Ireland, but for me, the reality is that we are far from it. I thank God for each day that goes by without sectarian violence, but the divisions are still there. Sections of our community are still ghettoized, with “peace” walls and fences keeping them apart; paramilitary groups are still active, while sitting around the table in our power-sharing governmental Assembly the two dominant political parties are culturally and ideologically covenanted against each other. It should be no surprise, that at the time of writing this, the Assembly has not met for nearly two years!


 


In the light of what I have just shared, it is my understanding that the current leadership of the three major Protestant Churches in Ireland are still in need of recognizing the wrongs of their forefather’s promotion of the Ulster Covenant. They need to confess/repent of it, just as the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa did with their Covenant, two years before the fall of the Apartheid Regime there. To that end, we sent out a copy of my book to all of the clergy in those churches. I know of many individuals who have personally cut themselves off from the personal and generational power of the Ulster Covenant. So far there has been no move at Church leadership level, from within the denominations, to do so. 


 


A change of direction


It was during our time at the Christian Renewal Centre that I received an email invitation to participate in the first web-based Reconciliation Studies Course run by Reignbridge in Ventura, California. It is a ministry that grew out of their relationship with John Dawson and the International Reconciliation Coalition. Little did I know how much of a directional shift in my life and ministry was about to take place.


 


Before attending an optional week-long residential in Ventura, September 2004, one of the last questions of the course ran something like this: “Is there a people group, outside of your people group and outside of your country that you need to consider and reach out to in reconciliation?” I immediately thought of the Irish Catholic Diaspora that went to the United States because of the Irish Potato Famine of 1845. While gathering information for my answer, I discovered another diaspora from Ireland, that of the Presbyterian Scotch-Irish in the early 1700s. Reading further, I came across Andrew Jackson’s name (seventh President of the United States), and his connection with the “Trail of Tears.” Jackson’s family were Scotch-Irish from Carrickfergus, just north of Belfast. He was born to them two years after they went to America in 1765. I found myself responding in my spirit with deep pain and weeping. I have had similar experiences from time to time as I gathered with others to intercede for Ireland, but not for something that up to then I was both historically or emotionally detached from.


 


The plot thickened when I went to Ventura, California, USA for the Residency. We were invited on to the land by Lew Silva, an Elder of the Chumash tribe, and once again that pain and weeping in my spirit returned as he shared with us how the land we were on belonged to his people, even though it was wrongfully taken from them through colonial expansion. God was connecting me to something that I sensed was for more than just a casual visit! He was well and truly, setting me up! It was also during this time that I was given a piece of jewelry made by Lew–a silver pendant made in the shape of a turtle–a constant reminder to me that the land I stood on is known by the Native peoples as Turtle Island. Hence the symbol on the front cover of this book!


 


That was further compounded when a friend of ours, Daphne Swilling, from Chattanooga, visited us the following year. Standing in our kitchen, she said to me in her distinct southern drawl, “I’m here with a message from the Lord!” She felt that I should share something of my journey at a reconciliation gathering in Brentwood, Tennessee, with the representatives of the “Five Civilized Tribes” that Andrew Jackson had evicted on what became known, as I mentioned above, “The Trail of Tears”: the Choctaw, Seminole, Chickasaw, Cherokee, and Creek nations.


 


So, that’s how I got to Tennessee in August 2005! Daphne had asked me to briefly share what I had learned up to then about the Scotch-Irish/Andrew Jackson issue. Before leaving for the States, I had sensed God was prompting me to bring a map with me which I was given in Ventura; all the Native American Tribal names and land distributions were marked on it. After I shared, I also sensed that God was asking me to do an act of identificational confession/repentance. It required me to lay the map on the floor, amid those gathered; taking my shoes off, explaining that my forefathers had come into their midst, walking insensitively, all over their land with their military/pioneering boots on. I was to come in the opposite spirit and then lie on the map as an act of humility and repentance. It was a very humbling and painful experience! On prostrating myself, I once again knew this was a God moment, as my spirit connected with weeping to the pain in His heart and the hearts of the native people of the land.


 


You might be thinking by now, that this guy does nothing else but cry! I can assure you that this is counter to the way Harry Smith usually operates. There have been times when I wish I could turn the tears off, but it happens from time to time within the context of intercession and repentance issues. God has made it patently clear to me, “If it was good enough for Jesus and Paul, it is good enough for me!”


 


In September 2007, I attended another Reignbridge residential, this time on Whidbey Island, Seattle. On the way there, I stopped for a few days in Boston with Jeff Marks, who was the Director of the New England Concerts of Prayer movement. A Native American called Teresa Two Feathers, was at a meeting I spoke at, and she gave me a music CD of a ministry called RainSong, produced by Terry and Darlene Wildman (he is an Ojibwa Indian, and she is of Irish ancestry).


 


I was later to connect with them by email and in person when they visited us in Ireland. The following year they invited me to speak at a reconciliation gathering in Heartland Church, Fort Wayne (Kekionga), Indiana entitled “Restoring Ancient Gates.” (January 2010). In one of the meetings, it was wonderful to see many of the local Church leaders showing their commitment to developing a mutual relationship of respect and honor with Chief Buchanan, the Tribal elders and the people of the Miami tribe. That was also my first experience of participating in a Christian gathering organized primarily by the Native people. Oh, I felt so much at home with them!


 


The following year, Dorothy and I were invited to join a ministry team on the Lakota Sioux Reservation at Pine Ridge/White Clay (South Dakota), and in 2013 I was invited by Terry and Darlene to join them in Rhode Island as we encouraged Pastor Gail Johnston and some other local Christian leaders to reach out in reconciliation to the local Wampanoag and Narragansett tribes. These are two of the tribes my Puritan ancestors first encountered when they went there in the 16th century. That was followed up by a ministry trip with Dorothy to Michigan—again with Terry and Darlene. During it, I connected with two other significant people, Dan Hawk (Professor in Old Testament, Ashland Theological Seminary) and Mark Charles (a Navajo Indian, who is committed to not only enlighten White and Native Americans regarding the Doctrine of Discovery but also how they can counter its effects). Each of these trips was such a profound experience for us.


 


In 2014, I was invited by Mike Berry, a friend of Alistair Petrie, to spend a few days with him in Annapolis, Maryland before attending a symposium Mike had organized in Wilmington. He carries a deep burden regarding the role the Doctrine of Discovery had played in the slave trade. In recent years, this has been extending to embrace local Native American issues. That was followed by another visit there in 2015.


 


November 2016, I joined Chad Taylor (Consuming Fire Ministries), and Pastor Gail Johnston for a series of meetings and prayer initiatives in Providence, Rhode Island and Plymouth, Massachusetts—some of this was connected to issues surrounding the arrival of the Pilgrim Fathers in 1620. I have a sense that this whole northeastern region (the original 13 States) of the U.S. will feature more and more for me in the coming years. In March 2017, we were again on Sioux land on the Standing Rock Reservation (North Dakota), where local Native Church leaders where receiving training on community transformation, through a “Healing the Land” Conference.


 


Dignity Restored


Much of the journey I have described above is tied in with us leaving the Christian Renewal Centre in 2010 to pursue God’s heart further–the development of a ministry called Dignity Restored (www.dignityrestored.org); traveling to the U.S. researching root issues and eventually the writing of this book.


 


-oooOooo-


 


Before moving out into the main body of it, I want us to look in the next chapter at a theological issue, one that undergirds everything I write in this book—we are in a spiritual battle! As I have already mentioned in my Introduction, most, if not all the books I have read, related to the writing of this book, have dealt with our histories purely from historical and sociological perspectives. It has been my growing understanding, that we are all center stage in a cosmic spiritual battle being played out by Satan against the purposes of God for mankind—our daily living, along with the events of history, are all integral parts of that. Anything we do today that is counter to what God desires us to do has ramification, not only for ourselves individually, it can also affect those around us at societal, governmental, national and international levels today and tomorrow!


 


My prayer is that Christians (Native and Euro-American), as well as Christians from the UK and Ireland, will in reading this book, be open to the heart of God for all our nations so that we can embrace His ministry of reconciliation and become His agents for “the healing of the nations.”


 





Chapter 2
Legal Footholds



As I have already mentioned in the Introduction and at the close of the last chapter, history is not just about providing a chronological record of events and happenings in a people group, nor is it just a sociological account of their culture, how they lived, etc. Over and above both, there is a spiritual dynamic. God has made us in His image: every individual and people group (Gr. ethos – ethnic). How we act (as individuals or parts of a people group) and in our interaction with other groups: ethnic, cultural, denominational, political, etc., can have deep, lasting and profound consequences for generations to come—for good or evil, positively or negatively! Regarding anything that is evil or negative, God’s desire for us is greatly hindered! That became so apparent to me as I researched my tribes’ history surrounding the Ulster Covenant in Ireland. 


 


This dynamic has the potential for developing what the Apostle Paul calls a “stronghold” in 2 Corinthians 10:4. It can affect our thinking and ultimately our actions; which can be utilized either by God or Satan and felt by those around us or within our greater society. “Strongholds” do not always have to be negative or Satanic! They can be formed and used by God. For instance, when a husband and wife seek to follow God’s will, regarding the sanctity of life, in a moral issue such as abortion, they are developing a stronghold for good in their home and society. But a nation that legalizes abortion is acting before God in an unrighteous way—a stronghold of Satan has been established. The Scriptures do not say, “Righteousness exalts a nation,” for nothing! (Proverbs 14:34) 


 


I have found that our understanding of this subject, within many Churches, has not been very good. We know specific key scriptures such as Ephesians 6:13-17 regarding the necessity of us individually putting on the whole armor of God in our battle against Satan. What we tend to forget is that Paul preceded those verses with these words: “our struggle is… against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (v.12) We have not been great at unpacking them: “rulers,” “authorities,” “powers of this dark world,” “spiritual forces of evil.” What are they? How do they operate? What do their actions look like in our lives and the society in which we live? There is a spiritual battle going on all around us and within us, and we hardly recognize it! What Paul has been laying before us is an insight into Satan’s governmental hierarchical structure. Not being omnipresent, Satan has had to organize his fallen angels into a worldwide organized system to do his bidding!


 


What I write here will give you helpful insights as we seek to embrace our calling by God to be His agents of reconciliation and healing in our nations (2 Corinthians 5:18-19); and to bring God’s Kingdom rule “on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) I am thankful to Dutch Sheets for the insights he gives in his book “Intercessory Prayer.” In this Chapter, I will draw heavily from them and on some paragraphs from my book “Heal Not Lightly.”


 


Paul in writing to the Ephesians regarding anger (though in essence, it could be any sin) is saying, “Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” (Ephesians 4:26) He is sharing something with us of immense importance. Unconfessed sin not only causes a breakdown in our relationship with each other, but it also gives Satan a legitimate, legal point of entry into that relationship. The Greek for “foothold” is topos, from which we get the word “topography,” a geographic term related to the mapping of the earth’s surface features and structures. It implies that we can give Satan a “toe in the door,” or to put it more graphically, “a landing strip” into our lives.


 


The Scriptures are quite clear, that if I sin against someone, then I must go to them and confess that sin. This not only opens the door to reconciliation but more importantly it prohibits Satan from working in that area of our relationship and enables healing to take place. Sadly, throughout history, many “suns” have gone down on our wounded relationships with each other—at individual and corporate levels, allowing Satan to fly in and out at will! Jesus sees reconciliation as such an important issue that he says in Matthew 5:23, “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First, go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” (bold – mine) Note, it is not “If I have something against my brother or sister!” We are called to take the lead!


 


The nature of strongholds


The Apostle Paul addresses the issue of negative strongholds in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5:


 


“For though we live in this world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of this world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (Bold – mine)


 


In these verses, he is highlighting various issues regarding “strongholds” which we need to understand if we are going to come against these “arguments” and “pretensions” successfully. To quote from “Heal Not Lightly.”


 


“The first of these is ‘arguments’ (Gr. logismos). They are the sum total of the accumulated wisdom and information learned over time. They become what we believe, our mindsets, our worldviews. Not all wisdom is godly wisdom! There is much of it around that is most certainly not of God. James tells us, “Such ‘wisdom’ does not come from heaven, but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.” (James 3:15) These logismos would include philosophies, religions, racism, materialism, roots of rejection—anything that could cause us to think, act or react in wrong ways. So, if you grow up being told that ‘You are useless, stupid, fit-for-nothing,’ or ‘Home Rule is Rome Rule and hearing the slogan ‘For God and for Ulster,’ by the time you become a teenager they have become firmly established logismos.” 


 


That equally applies to the words, “infidels” and “savages” used by my ancestors, regarding both the Irish and the Native Americans they encountered.


 


In describing a mindset, author, and pastor, Robert Heidler writes, 


 


“[It is] a set of assumptions and methods which is so firmly established that it creates a powerful incentive to behave in a certain way… whether you attain your destiny will largely be determined by your mindset. How you react to the world is determined by your mindset.”


 


I continue to quote from “Heal Not Lightly,”


 


“The second aspect Paul mentions is ‘pretensions’ (Gr. hupsoma), which means ‘any elevated place or lofty thing that sets itself up against the knowledge of God.’ The Living Bible calls it ‘every wall that can be built to keep men from finding Him.’ It came to humanity at the Fall, when Adam and Eve bought the lie, ‘You will be like God.’ (Genesis 3:5) These words carried with them the possibility of being able to be on equal footing with God himself. At that point, we become ‘not the Most High, but our own most high - filled with pride.’ So ‘pretensions,’ encompass all mind-sets that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God. Pride!” 


 


Paul is speaking here to Christians. The scary reality for me is that I can be a follower of Jesus and still have these undealt with ‘arguments’ and ‘pretensions’ in my life! Cromwell, for instance, was living not long after the Reformation. As we say in Northern Ireland, “a Bible-believing Christian” and yet could commit horrendous acts of genocide in Ireland and then thank God for His assistance! The Puritans in New England also did so, in a similar fashion! They were living out of centuries-old ‘arguments’ and ‘pretensions.’ Now, that is scary. Real scary!


 


—oooOooo—


 


In my involvement in reconciliation over many years in Ireland and internationally I have increasingly recognized that there are many parallels between the Protestant, Unionist/Catholic, Nationalist issues in Ireland and the Native issues in North America. As you will see in the chapters following this one, on the Doctrine of Discovery, many of the belief systems and actions formed over centuries in Western Europe, both in the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches, fed directly into the foundations of what became the United States of America. This is the stuff from which negative “strongholds” are made! 


 


—oooOooo—


 


Revelation needed


In his book, “The Powerhouse of God,” Johannes Facius writes:


 


“There is one major problem that stands in the way of healing the land. That is the unconfessed historical sins of the nation. Unconfessed sin is the foothold of satanic forces, whether we speak of the individual or the nation. Unconfessed sins constitute a basis for satanic rule. We must, therefore, find a way of dealing with it, if we are to see our people delivered from demonic strongholds.”


 


John Dawson in “Taking Your Cities for God” gives us another insightful perspective: 


 


“The problem is not the presence of the enemy, but the absence of the glory. When our sin causes God’s revealed presence to depart, the demonic swarm to fill the vacuum. Therefore, our focus should be on repentance and priestly mediation rather than on becoming experts on the satanic hierarchy.”


 


And the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 writes:


 


“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (emphasis – mine)


 


Dutch Sheets, in “Intercessory Prayer”, shares some valuable insights on this issue, as he explains several New Testament passages and unpacks the meaning behind some of the keywords in them.


 


In the first of these, the word “veil” (Gr. kalupsis), means “to hide, cover up, wrap around,” just as bark veils the inside of a tree. Interestingly, the word “revelation” is apokalupsis: apo means “off or away.” So, a revelation is quite literally an unveiling, an unwrapping, an uncovering. That is a helpful insight when it comes to sharing the gospel message with people. Sometimes we find that people don’t grasp the message and according to this verse, they don’t see the light because they can’t! What was shared with them was heard through the filter of their belief system or worldview, which can mean that they interpret it in a very different way. 


 


Another example of this is related to someone who is told that God is a heavenly Father who loves them. If, however, that person’s only experience of a father is one of being physically abused by him, such a message regarding God is not understood by them. In both examples, they need to have an unveiling—a revelation.


 


It also has another application. For many Native Americans, their worldview regarding Anglo-Saxon Christianity has been shaped by three or four centuries of victimization, genocide, broken covenants/treaties, forced land removals, and Residential Boarding Schools. While, on the other hand, many whites have lived out of a worldview of superiority, exceptionalism, of being in America by Divine right, a view shaped, albeit unknowingly for many, by the Doctrine of Discovery and Manifest Destiny.


 


That is also true of other wrong mindsets that we hold on to as Christians: 


 


Denominationalism, which impeded us in our working with other denominations for the kingdom of God


 


Replacement theology, which hinders our capacity to fully embrace God’s covenant purposes for Israel as a people and land


 


Cessationism, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are not for today, etc. 


 


All of which sadly send out a message to the world of a divided Church, counter to the prayer of Christ in John 17:22-23, “… that they may be one as we are one... then the world will know that you sent me.” And perhaps it is not so much the fact that we hold different views but how we hold them in adversarial ways!


 


Letting in the light


Let’s turn to another of Dutch’s passages, Ephesians 1:18. It is worth reminding ourselves that Paul is addressing followers of Jesus when he writes, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you…” (emphasis – mine) The word “enlighten” (Gr. photizo), means “to let in the light,” and is closely related to the word for light (Gr. photismos) meaning “illumination.” 


 


The obvious illustration of this is found in the cameras I knew in my childhood. When we took a photograph, a shutter opened to let the light in and enable an image to be captured on the film loaded inside. If the camera shutter did not open, there would be no image. The same applies to the human soul. It makes no difference how great Jesus is, or how wonderful the message is that we communicate; if the veil is not removed (i.e., the shutter doesn’t open) there will be no actual image of Christ made in us.


 


John alludes to that in the opening of his gospel, when he proclaims, “In Him [Christ] was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” (John 1:4-5)


 


That is what Paul is saying in Acts 26:17-18, in his defense before King Agrippa. God had told Paul, that He was sending him “to them [the Gentiles] to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God...” He was called “to open their eyes” to enable them to experience an unveiling, revelation, repentance, “so that they may turn (epistrepho) from darkness to light.” 


 


Regarding this, Dutch Sheets points out that the word repentance—counter to common thought—does not mean to “turn and go another way, to change direction.” Repentance (Gr. metanoia) means to have “a new knowledge or understanding of something,” “a change of mind.” Light has been let in, and revelation has come, we positively respond! The Greek word epistrepho mentioned above means “converted,” which is the result of repentance.


 


Paul is talking here about bringing the gospel to people who had previously not heard it. This can, however, be equally applied to the process of a Christian experiencing revelation, insight, and understanding into areas of their own life that need transformation, e.g., the tearing down of cultural strongholds about Native Americans that are contrary to how God sees them.


 


Blinded by pride


Lastly, in 2 Corinthians 4:4, Paul gives further insight into this issue of “being veiled.” He tells us that “The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbeliever...” (emphasis – mine) The Greek word for “blinded” is tuphloo, which means “to dull the intellect; to make blind.” It comes from the root word tupho, which has the meaning “of making smoke.” The blindness referred to in this passage is like smoke filling a room, impairing a person’s vision so that they may even find it difficult to locate the door. 


 


Such smokescreens can be made up of historical events in our culture which cloud how we see another people group; a negative personal experience about something; stereotypes—e.g., All Catholics are scroungers/all Indians are lazy. The antidote to these is to begin the journey of embracing “the mind of Christ,” not only about ourselves but also in how Christ sees the other person(s) or situation.


 


From this root word comes the word tuphoo, meaning to be high-minded, proud or inflated with conceit. That connects the words blindness and pride. It was, after all, the sin of pride that caused God to expel Satan from this immediate presence. It was this same sin that Satan passed on to mankind in the Garden, and which he has continued to use as he seeks to keep us blind; from seeing the truth.


 


When people choose to reject Christ, it can be based on the simple fact that they don’t want to give the lordship of their lives to Him… this is pride. It is the ultimate enemy of Christ and will finally be dealt with when every knee bows and every tongue confesses that Christ is Lord.


 


This understanding of pride being capable of blinding us, along with the other dynamics mentioned in this chapter, gives us an important pointer when we pray for people locked into a stronghold. It was most certainly a key for me as I talked with people about the Ulster Covenant. Often, they were not able to understand or grasp what I was sharing. I was finding out that many of them were, unconsciously, under the control of the Ulster Covenants’ generational stronghold. They were incapable of either understanding or responding positively to what I was sharing with them. When we are under the influence of a stronghold, it is not a matter of not wanting to see—we can’t see! Just as a non-Christian is unable to understand and respond to the gospel, because a spiritual blindfold is in place (2 Corinthians 4:4), they likewise could not see! You can argue with and try to persuade such a person until you are “blue in the face,” but nothing will change. Prayer for revelation is needed! 


 


It is one of my major desires in writing this book that both Native and White Americans, along with my own people, can have many mighty “unveilings,” blindfolds removed so that we can recognize what truly is in the heart and mind of God for us. Every Native American tribe has a specific calling from God to be embraced, and that is equally true of Euro-Americans in the multiplicity of their ethnicities. The challenge is to recognize what God has put into each and to work towards honoring, helping and respecting one another. In so doing we can weave a rich tapestry with our different colors to bring glory and honor to God. It is truly only possible in Him.


 


Not just theory


Let me anchor what I have been sharing here with a personal story, which is printed indelibly in my mind. It is related to an annual event in Northern Ireland, held on the 1st Sunday of July when the Orange Order parades to a Church in Drumcree on the outskirts of Portadown, Northern Ireland. To put it in context, here is a bit of the history surrounding it:


 


“The Orange Order was instituted in 1795, just a few miles from Portadown. That placed the Order there in something of a special position, leading many to hold a view that they are “in the vanguard of defending the Protestant faith.”


 


Before the unrest that erupted in Northern Ireland in the late 1960s (often known as ‘the troubles’), the Orange Order returned [from its annual Service at Drumcree Parish Church], uninhibited, to Portadown via the Garvaghy Road. However, things were set in place for conflict when many Catholics were driven out of sections of the town in the early 70s to be re-housed into single identity housing estates, one of which was to straddle Garvaghy Road.


 


In 1995, when the annual Orange Parade had been re-routed away from the Garvaghy Road because of civil unrest the previous year, mass protests were staged at the Drumcree Church. Throughout Northern Ireland, Protestant rioters in support of their Orange brothers attacked and destroyed property, set up illegal roadblocks, bringing many parts of Northern Ireland to a standstill. 


 


That led to the Orange Parade being forced down the Garvaghy Road—under a massive security operation—against the wishes of the people living there, leading to serious civil disturbances in republican/nationalist areas. Since then there had been a yearly stand-off, with neither side being willing to back down. The Portadown Lodges then continued with a new ‘tradition’ of leaving the Drumcree church, marching a few hundred yards down the hill, before being brought to a halt by the police and army barrier blocking their route.” 


 


The last parade down the Garvaghy Road was in 1997.


 


Keep that in mind, as I continue to share the unfolding of events. In the year following the ban, this parade was to produce a massive “stand-off,” which lasted for several days, between the Orangemen and their supporters against the Police and the British Army. A very ugly scene was developing, as a new level of civil unrest was spreading throughout Northern Ireland. On the 11th of July, the “pressure cooker” atmosphere needed to be eased, as the day of Orange parades was the following day. It was to take the burning to death of three young Catholic boys (aged 8-10) of the Quinn family, when their house was petrol bombed, to shock at least some to come to their senses.


 


In January 1999, during a Prayer Gathering at the Renewal Centre, we had the sense that God wanted to call a “solemn assembly.” The key scripture for this was Joel 2:12-17:


 


“‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.’ Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings for the Lord your God.


 


Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between the portico and the altar. Let them say, ‘Spare your people, Lord. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” (emphasis – mine).


 


Not long after that, a prayer partner in the United States wrote and shared something similar with us. And then a few months later a church in Weymouth, England, had felt that God wanted them to come to the field at Drumcree, to set up a tent and pray and fast for the week preceding the next parade on Sunday 4th of July. They also sensed that the last day should finish with a “solemn assembly.”


 


And so, on the 3rd of July, we met in a tent at Drumcree: a group from the church in England; members of the inter-church prayer group in Portadown; other leaders and praying people from across Ireland. What a scene! There was a heavy military presence, as they were preparing for the worst, soldiers had put up rows of razor wire; others plowed up the bottom of the field and turned it into a quagmire; helicopters circled overhead. Inside the tent, we laid down our personal agendas for the day, along with the British and Irish flags at the foot of a cross. And then we worshiped. Flowing out of that time of worship came a time of deep repentance. I don’t think I have ever been at a gathering where we experienced such a “spirit of repentance.” And then it was over, a tangible sense of peace settled on us and, in keeping with the wishes of the military, we packed up and went home.


 


The following day the Orangemen paraded to Church, the military and police were on high alert, the crowds had gathered, and the world’s media looked on. With the service over, the Orangemen lined up, paraded to the security cordon, handed in a letter of protest and then turned around and marched off: the crowd dissipated with them. This annual event has never been the same since and I believe that many people, including the Orange Order, didn’t understand why. But I did, along with everyone else who had gathered in that tent. That day, as we met there in obedience to God to hold a “solemn assembly,” He showed up, and something dynamic happened in the heavenly realms over Northern Ireland in general and Drumcree specifically. A stronghold of Satan was broken!


 


Closer to home


What I have described here is just as applicable to personal issues closer to home. If two friends have fallen out due to an argument, then pastorally someone has to help them unpack the point of breakdown. Where there has been no ownership, repentance and reconciliation cannot follow, and consequently, Satan has been allowed to maintain a “foothold,” sometimes over a lifetime! Ownership and repentance automatically break Satan’s hold—the relationship can now start a process of restoration.
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