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  This translation by Ian Bailey of the 2012 book “The life and pioneering work of Louis-Victor Marcé” has been revised and completed with a new preface by Prof. M.W. O’Hara.




  At the end of the book, a summary of the life of the three sons of L-V Marcé has been written by Mrs Honorée Marcé with the help of Mr Stanislas de Marcé for the iconography.




  In the text, the titles of the works of Louis-Victor Marcé are followed by their year of publication and a number corresponding to the order in which they were published. The chronology of Marcé’s works is found on pages 225 to 230.




  Preface by Michael W. O’Hara




  The vast clinical contributions of Louis-Victor Marcé, the namesake of the International Marcé Society for Perinatal Mental Health, are little known in the United States. A major reason for this state of affairs is that Marcé’s work was published in French and very little of it was available to an English-speaking audience. The present work by Jean-Pierre Luauté and Thérèse Lempérière places Marcé’ important work on perinatal mental illness in the broad context of work by Marcé on many problems of a psychiatric and medical nature. What this monograph makes clear is that Marcé was a man of many talents who accomplished a great deal in his work as an alienist or what we would call a psychiatrist in his short life, dying at age 36.




  In the English-speaking world Marcé is known largely for his work on perinatal mental illness. The International Marcé Society for Perinatal Mental Health was founded in the U.K. in 1980 by a group of British and American psychiatrists (almost all men). One of the founders, Channi Kumar, offered the name Marcé as a way of recognizing his seminal contributions to our understanding of serious mental illness during pregnancy and the postpartum period. Kumar had read Marcé’s book as had a few other members of the original group, but little was really known of Marcé’s work other than that he had done careful observations of women with perinatal mental illness in the middle of the 19th century and documented this work in Traité de la folie des femmes enceintes, des nouvelles accouchées et des nourrices et considérations médico-légales qui se rattachent à ce sujet (Treatise on the madness of pregnant women, new babies and nurses and medico-legal considerations related to this subject). Unfortunately, this monograph has not been translated into English, thus depriving many researchers and clinicians of direct access to this important work.




  Having said all of this, Luauté and Lempérière take on the task of documenting the life of Louis-Victor Marcé and providing a critical analysis of his work on many topics. The chapter headings are revealing ‒ A difficult childhood in rue Saint-Denis ‒ Orphan in Nantes, first laurels ‒ The heights of the ‘tireless worker’s’ career ‒ Causes and consequences of the alienist’s suicide. Marcé was a driven man who overcame many adversities and set-backs. His brilliance was frequently recognized but the circumstances of his life, despite his great successes, led him to commit suicide, thus ending the career of a brilliant alienist.




  Although the personal details of Marcé life are of interest to readers wanting to understand the man, the description and critique of Marcé’s publications by Luauté and Lempérière are of particular importance. It is astonishing that Marcé could make so many significant contributions to mid-19th century psychiatry and neurology in such a short period of time. He made significant contributions to the literature on dementia. He is believed to be the first person to provide a scientific description of anorexia nervosa. He wrote perhaps the first textbook of psychiatry in France and made early mention of bipolar II disorder. He also wrote on the toxic effects of absinthe consumption. Finally, he wrote about severe mental illness in perinatal women and is credited for inventing the field of perinatal psychiatry. These are worthy accomplishments of long career and even more so for Marcé who died at age 36. Luauté and Lempérière are to be congratulated for this extensively researched and documented monograph. They have brought to life a man who for many of us was only known as a name. I recommend this monograph to anyone interested in the history of medicine and particularly to my colleagues who belong to the Marcé Society.




  Michael W. O’Hara


  Professor and Starch Faculty Fellow


  Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences


  The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, U.S.A.


  Past President, International Marcé Society for Perinatal Mental Health




  Preface by Nine M-C Glangeaud-Freudenthal




  It is with pleasure that I preface this book by Jean-Pierre Luauté and Thérèse Lempérière which is very well documented; the fruit of long and systematic research on Louis-Victor Marcé, a brilliant French alienist of the middle of the 19th century.




  As President of the International Marcé Society I would like to begin with a brief history of this society founded in 1980 in England. It is to Channi Kumar, one of its founders, that we owe its name in homage to Louis-Victor Marcé. Channi Kumar, an English psychiatrist of Indian origin, was a scholar who understood French. He had read the work of L.-V. Marcé “Traité de la folie des femmes enceintes, des nouvelles accouchées et des nourrices et considérations médico-légales qui se rattachent à de sujet” (Paris 1858) and he had been impressed by the finesse of the observations and the originality of this French doctor. In 1865, a colleague of L.-V. Marcé, J.-V. Laborde, wrote in his posthumous eulogy of L.-V. Marcé that he was a clinician “providing enlightened and loving care to the sick” and yet this at a time when mental illness was “discredited”. J.-V. Laborde also wrote in this eulogy that L.-V. Marcé was a relentless researcher recognized by his colleagues for the value of his scientific work, a scholarly teacher and finally the author of numerous original publications. Channi Kumar, through his admiration for this French alienist, had therefore proposed to name the newly emerging association the ‘Marcé Society’.




  Later, the French-speaking branch of this society, founded in 1998, wished to re-publish L.-V. Marcé’s work. This reissue was made in 2002, under the impetus of Abram Coen and was prefaced by Jean-François Allilaire: both co-founders of the Société Marcé Francophone.




  This book is one of the rare works which, at this time, was interested in pregnant and nursing women and their difficulties, even their insanity. It is easy to understand the originality of this work when we see that, even now, it is so difficult to talk about maternal difficulties and postpartum mental health problems1. It is easier to believe in the universality of ‘happy motherhood’. Unfortunately for some women this period can be very difficult and full of suffering, even if the child is expected, desired and loved2. I would add that also for some new fathers, the birth of their child can be a period of upheaval and psychological imbalance, but this is still rarely studied. To return to L.-V. Marcé, for many years the question arose as to why he had died so young, in the midst of a brilliant career. An American colleague Ross Baldessarini had asked me this question in 2005 and had asked me to send him documents for the article he was writing for the Harvard Review of Psychiatry, with his colleagues Katharine Trede, Adèle Viguera and Alain Bottéro.




  I asked Gad Freudenthal, then Researcher at the CNRS, to help us in the search for these documents. The latter had found in various libraries, several speeches in praise of L.-V. Marcé, written just after his death, but none gave precise elements to make it possible to understand in a clear and coherent way this premature departure.




  It was Jean-Pierre Luauté, in collaboration with Thérèse Lempérière, who tenaciously and through an in-depth investigation, shed new light on the data already acquired3. Jean-Pierre Luauté visited the tomb of L.-V. Marcé and the places which the latter had frequented; he met his descendants and carefully studied all the available historical documents. These authors thus arrived at a more global vision of the personality of Louis-Victor Marcé and his professional and personal career, in the context of his time between the end of the July Monarchy and the Second Empire.




  I therefore invite you to read this book, and the documents included, to better situate how Louis-Victor Marcé, one of the pioneers of psychiatry and neurology, was able to take an interest at this period in women’s mental health at the time around the birth of a child.




  Nine M-C Glangeaud-Freudenthal,


  Researcher at the National Centre for Scientific Research in Perinatal Mental Health,


  President of the International Marcé Society,


  Co-founder of the Société Marcé Francophone and former president of this ‘Association for the Study,


  Prevention and Treatment of Postpartum and Perinatal Pathologies’.




  

    




    

      1. The period from the birth of a child to a few weeks for psychiatric diagnoses such as postpartum depression and postpartum psychosis, and up to one year after birth for mental health research.


    




    

      2. To better understand the ambivalence of this period, I would recommend a book “Tremblements de mères” (ed. l’Instant Présent 2010), testimonies of mothers who have lived and overcome such a period of suffering. This book has allowed me to understand the complexity of what these mothers with maternal difficulties can go through.


    




    

      3. Jean-Pierre Luauté and Thérèse Lempérière presented their hypotheses on the causes of LV Marcé’s death at an annual conference of the Société Marcé Francophone in Marseille on 18-19 March 2010. A session was dedicated to LV Marcé at the congress of the Société Marcé internationale, which took place for the first time in Paris, LV Marcé’s birthplace, on 3-5 October 2012.


    


  




  Introduction




  Marcé’s work, even though it had been recorded (Sémelaigne 1932), had remained confidential and its importance has only become fully recognized in recent years. It appears to us today as amongst the most remarkable of the mid-19th century. As for his life, it was known only in its outline from the ‘authorised’ biographies that had been written following his untimely death. Thus, no information had come to light about the circumstances of his death, at just 37 and at the height of an exceptionally brilliant career.




  Our initial research led us to discover that Louis-Victor Marcé had committed suicide and that this suicide had been hidden by his colleagues and contemporaries. Because of this silence, the reasons for his act escaped us and we could only formulate hypotheses (T. Lempérière, J-P. Luauté, J. Garrabé, 2010).




  Following an in-depth investigation, the present work brings additional facts, sometimes surprising ones, which singularly illuminate the last months of Marcé’s life and which, in part, explain his act.




  Marcé spent his life in Paris, Nantes and again in Paris, between the end of the July Monarchy and the Second Empire. The characters who come into the scene belong to the circles of the small Parisian artisans, the dignitaries of Nantes, culminating with the high aristocracy of learning and power. Thanks to his eminent intellectual and moral qualities, as well as the social advancement that his marriage had facilitated, Louis-Victor Marcé found himself immersed in the very heart of institutions, among the men who laid the foundations of psychiatry and neurology in Paris, then the undisputed world centre of medical science. Marcé’s part in the constitution of this knowledge is essential, even if his early death allowed some of his contemporaries not to recognise the priority of his work.




  The facts discovered concerning Marcé’s life, and that of his family, have been duly verified and we have each time pointed out what were only suppositions, making it possible to link these facts between them. Conversely, many unproven assumptions were not mentioned.




  It should be noted that several of the discoveries, which currently reveal Marcé as one of the pioneers of psychiatry and neurology, come from work by English-speaking (mostly British) researchers or historians. None of these discoveries, nor those that were made later in our country, have any connection with the recently discovered circumstances of his death: that is to say with the current added value given to the work of any young creator who takes his own life.




  We have chosen to divide the work, in a classical way, into two parts: Marcé’s life and his pioneering work. This presentation has the advantage, we hope, of highlighting the links between the circumstances of Marcé’s life and his various works (with the reactions they provoked) and of examining, in a second part, the current value of his work.




  Apart from unpublished information that was personally entrusted to us by Marcé’s descendants and, apart from the invaluable correspondence that a researcher discovered about the last month of Marcé’s life (also generously made available to us), the information we are reporting was easily accessible to any historian, even an amateur.




  The ignorance which has shrouded L-V Marcé’s work for years also deserves to be questioned. Is it because of its original and innovative character and the fact that it disturbed many preconceived ideas? We will see that for Marcé, when he tackled new subjects, one can say that he found ample satisfaction in putting his own qualities of rigour, honesty and prudence to the service of clinical description. He then proceeded without bias and, like the great clinicians of the time, was wary of general and theoretical ideas. This is what makes for the solidity of the facts observed and their current interest. It is his suicide with no forewarning, when he was at the height of his career and in the midst of his working life, which more probably reflects the silence that struck both him and his work. This silence, instigated by his colleagues, had thus become one of the darkest secrets in the history of French psychiatry. It can only be understood by returning to the time and into the setting that Marcé lived. It is the description of this setting that we wished to portray.




  MARCÉ’S LIFE





  A difficult childhood in rue Saint-Denis




  BIRTH





  A birth certificate dated June 11th, 1840, establishes that Louis-Victor Marcé was born on June 3rd, 1828 at 170, rue Saint-Denis in the Lombards district, or the 6th old district. It was the home of his mother, born Jeanne Marie Mottet and her parents: Joseph Mottet and his wife Victoire, née Grosset Lambert. We will see for what purpose this act (or rather its reconstitution in 1872, as most of the civil status records of the districts of Paris were burned during the Commune) had probably been requested. This certificate, like all the other civil status deeds of Louis-Victor Marcé (marriage, death), bears in its margin the addition: “According to the judgment of the civil court of the Seine dated 18/4/1913, the above act is rectified in that the particle ‘de’ will be restored before the name Marcé”.




  The restoration of the particle had been requested by Anna Marcé, Louis-Victor’s widow, and two of her sons. Thus Marcé should be called “de Marcé”. We have preferred to keep the name under which he lived, published his work, and is known. On the other hand we will put a hyphen between his two first names Louis and Victor although this hyphen appears only later; it does not exist either on his birth certificate or on the extract of the baptismal register. We will also see that Louis-Victor will, for years, be called either Louis or Victor! On the birth certificate is an interesting piece of information concerning René Marcé, Louis-Victor’s father: it is written that he is “head of the fourth division at the Hospice de la Vieillesse-Hommes” (i.e. in Bicêtre) and that he lives there. One of the two witnesses was 41-year-old Louis Mottet, the child’s uncle, also domiciled at 170, rue Saint-Denis, who was designated as a glove manufacturer.




  The christening took place the next day at Saint-Leu-Saint-Gilles parish church adjoining the Mottet residence. The godfather was his uncle Louis and the godmother was his grandmother Victoire.




  The civil wedding of Louis-Victor’s parents (the act is summarised briefly) had taken place on August 19th, 1826. In the margin ‘Marie’ appears as the common first name of Louis-Victor’s mother. This wedding ceremony was followed ‒ as was wont ‒ by the religious ceremony celebrated in their parish of Saint-Leu-Saint-Gilles. The deed is preserved there. One reads that the banns had been published in this church and in that of Bicêtre which corresponded to the residence of René Marcé “employed at the hospice of Bicêtre and living there” but that a dispensation of publication had been granted by the archbishop of Paris for the 2nd and 3rd banns. We do not know the reason for this exemption, but at least it was neither because the wedding was close to a (‘forbidden’) period of abstinence and fasting, i.e. Lent or Advent, that prohibited any union for 40 days, nor because a future offspring was imminently expected: Louis-Victor was not born until two years later. Joseph Mottet is designated as a glove manufacturer; his son Louis Mottet was a witness. This act establishes the direct ancestry of the spouses. Concerning René Marcé, he is declared son of Barthélémy Marcé and Dame Thérèse Deguerre.
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  Extract from the map of the city of Paris, known as Turgot’s Map (1734-1736)




  The 1810-1836 cadastre indicates that 170 rue Saint-Denis (arrow) was the second house before the corner of rue Saint-Denis and the cul de sac Saint-Magloire, then called rue St Magloire. From the book quoted by Dr. Vimont (1936)




  LOUIS VICTOR’S FATHER





  The 1913 judgment restored the particle for Louis-Victor Marcé and his ancestors and therefore for his father. The recitals of the judgment, and a document (drawn up later by the family) inform us about the ancestors of ‘René de Marcé’ and provide us with precious information about his biography. There we read “René de Marcé was born in Nantes, the extract of the baptismal register of the 2nd February 1775 bears the signatures of René, son of Master Barthélémy-Germain, Counsellor to the King at the Présidial and Senechaussée of Nantes and Dame Bonne-Thérèse de la Grée, his wife….”




  During the Terror, René de Marcé ‒ then a teenager ‒ led an eventful existence, faithful to the royalist cause. Immediately after the War of the Vendée, he succeeded in convincing others of his sense of social responsibility and was granted a position as Receiver of the Domains at Loroux then at Saint-Philibert de Grand-lieu, under the name of Marcé, obviously, since the nobility was still abolished. Then, as he had become a suspect, he sought refuge in Paris. The selfless services he had thus rendered under the Directory to emigrants and victims of the revolutionary regime in the midst of the most perilous circumstances were later to be recounted under the Restoration, in a petition of 1823, signed by many former Emigrants and Vendeans. The petition was addressed to the king’s ministers, “so that an honourable existence may be assured to a well-born man, who distinguished himself only by his devotion to the august family of the Bourbons and to the cause of the victims of the revolutionary regime, despite the dangers to which he exposed himself.” This plea met only with indifference on the part of the public authorities. The document adds: “Based in Paris, he eked out a meagre existence there, giving lessons in literature and Latin for a living, holding a position at the Hospice de la Vieillesse, and finally publishing two volumes of poetry.”




  The family document does not do justice to the importance of the literary attempts of René Marcé ‒ or RM, as indicated under the title of his works.




  Seven of his publications, from 1816 to 1833, were deposited at the National Library. These are novels, collections of poetry or circumstantial texts, such as ‘Religious meditation on the occasion of the coronation of H.M. Charles X’ and ‘Stances on the occasion of the oath of fidelity to the Constitutional Charter taken by H.M. Charles X on the day of his coronation’. RM’s novels bear the mark of his time, such as ‘Aventures de Traîne-à-pied et Volenfort, voyageurs nouveaux’, which dates from 1823, and especially ‘Evélina, ou Aventures d’une jeune Anglaise’ published in 1828 and which must have had some success since it was republished (under another publisher) in 1833. This novel, written like a Harlequin romance, which can be consulted online on the National Library’s website, is firmly in the spirit of the adventure stories of the time, full of twists and turns. In his preface, the author naively describes the means he will draw upon to attract a wide readership and modestly describes himself as “a little novelist”. RM’s latest book is much more ambitious and personal. It is entitled ‘La solitude, poème en quatorze chants’ and was published in 1830 by de Salligue in Paris.




  It is the rhyming tale of the adventures of a ‘man of misfortune’, a romantic hero who describes his tribulations in the world and in the wilderness. A night spent in a dark forest arouses his “horror and feelings of pain”; it is also at the origin of sudden apparitions that cause the hero to “lose his mind”. The return of the day and the meeting with a “couple of villagers who make him accept a modest lunch of milk and brown bread” making him take the resolution “to take on a job that would enable him to be self sufficient”. But his attempt to become a ploughman only leads to failure and ridicule and, finally, it is with a hermit in the woods that he finds peace, friendship and gently fades away. The book ends with the epitaph of the hero:




  “Here lies he who from this world experienced rigour,




  He witnessed loneliness and gave it his heart




  He forgot love: so happy that he forgot it.




  He knew friendship, the charm of life.




  Virtuous without pride and poor without regret,




  He lies in this tomb, may he rest here in peace.”




  It should be noted that the family document, which deletes the two middle verses, attributes the epitaph to René de Marcé himself.




  It is indeed difficult, given the date of this publication, not to relate it to certain events in René de Marcé’s life: events that the family document completely ignores, hence the circumstances of his recruitment in Bicêtre.




  The AP-HP archives recount that it took place on May 10th, 1825, first as subsupervisor in the fifth division, then as supervisor, on October 29th of the same year “at the request of Mr Pariset, doctor of the insane”. But these archives also reveal that, in 1823, René Marcé had been admitted twice as insane in the service of Pariset. First on 12th August 1823, where he had been urgently admitted following a report from Pariset (Register No. 581).




  He had left on August 29th to be readmitted on September 24th, “under admission by Mr Murat chief surgeon of the hospice, as a relapse” (Register n° 647).




  The final release took place on February 11th, 1824.




  It is mentioned in these registers that René Marcé, 47 years old, born in Nantes, is a teacher, that he is a ‘boy’, that he has no fortune and that his parents are not wealthy. Finally, that he has been living in Paris for 18 months, at n° 1, rue de la vieille Estrapade upon the first admission, and at n° 3, rue de Cluny for the relapse. Nothing is said about the disturbances that led to his admission. It can be noted that it took place the same year as the petition in his favour.




  The recruitment of a former lunatic as a guard or supervisor was not exceptional at the time, the fact that it took place at the request of Pariset will surprise even less, knowing who Etienne Pariset was. Sylvain Salzgeber and Michel Laxenaire tell us that he was originally from the Vosges and that his very poor family sent him at the age of six to an uncle in Nantes to learn the wig-making trade. A brilliant student, he studied hard. At the time of the Revolution he participated in the fighting. Back in Nantes, he was entrusted with the study of ‘prison fever’. Because of his services rendered, the department of the Loire-Inférieure invited him to enter the new medical school which had just been created in Paris; he was awarded a scholarship and he was declared a ‘Pupil of the Fatherland’. His medical and literary career (he had made himself known through translations of Hippocrates) was brilliant. From 1807 he taught many medical subjects in various institutions including the Collège de France. He became famous after his two courageous missions in Spain where he had been sent to study the yellow plague epidemic there. From the beginning of his career, he had been appointed doctor of the hospice of Bicêtre, soon (May 1814) to be in charge of the service of the insane. His conceptions of the subject bore the mark of the revolutionary period of his youth. Far from excluding the mentally ill from society, he proposed integrating them, within the legal framework of the declaration of human rights, “into the social and cultural space appropriate to their generation and experiences.” Moreover, “he had forged his understanding of mental illness through a personal identification with the insane from whom he only felt separated by a tiny nuance” (Salzgeber).




  He thought he himself had been a victim of alienation during his studies, one day when, secluded in his home during a period of profound turmoil and misery, he had considered committing suicide. It is also probable that René Marcé’s origin in Nantes and his literary attempts had predisposed him well.




  René Marcé did not have a very long career at the Hospice de la Vieillesse-Hommes ‒ as this was the name that had been given to the hospice at Bicêtre upon an order of the Conseil Général des Hospices dating from 1823, not resuming its former name until 1885.




  In March or May 1827 he had been appointed supervisor of the fourth division; on 30th November 1828 he resigned his post. Louis-Victor had been born a few months earlier and it is assumed that he wanted to see him grow up, which his duties prohibited, as he was required to remain at the hospice. A document from 1801 (cited by Bru), which was still in force when he was employed there, clearly indicated the duties and powers of the surveillance officers. “They must be continuously in the house, perfectly familiar with the premises, their distribution, the number and quality of people who must be received…”




  These duties made it difficult for the surveillance officers to be absent. They were not to stay at the hospice without permission. René Marcé’s address can be seen in the documents we have quoted.




  René de Marcé was 51 years old at the time of his marriage, Marie Mottet 38 years. They were to have only one son.




  After his resignation, did René de Marcé work as a glovemaker in the family business? This is indicated on Joseph Mottet’s estate certificate, where his daughter, Jeanne Marie, is declared “widow of René Marcé, glovemaker”. However, Jeanne Marie’s death certificate declares her the widow of René Marcé “former employee”.




  René de Marcé’s death certificate has not been reconstituted but the certificate of succession indicates that he died in Paris at 172 (?) rue Saint-Denis, on November 1st, 1834, at the age of 58. His underage child was placed under the guardianship of his mother on the 27 July 1865. No property is indicated, which is confirmed by Ritti (1882) who writes that he left his widow and son, barely six years old, in a state close to hardship.




  THE MATERNAL FAMILY





  Joseph Mottet, Louis-Victor’s grandfather, was born in Grenoble in 1762; he came from a family of glovemakers. He had two children from his marriage to Claudine Victoire Grosset Lambert: Louis born in 1787 and Jeanne Marie born in 1788, on February 17th.




  The Mottet family’s arrival in Paris is explained by the crisis suffered after the Revolution in Grenoble in the glove industry, which until then had been its pride and joy. Xavier Roux relates how the Revolution had caused Grenoble to lose half of its production and significantly reduced all its trades. But a very precise reason explains, for the same author, that when the trade resumed it was in Paris and not in Grenoble. At that time “the seamstresses of Grenoble who had kept for themselves alone the privilege of their art” became insufficient in number to meet the orders whereas, conversely, Paris was reputed for the low cost of this labour. Thus between 1815 and 1816 several Grenoble manufacturers ‘relocated’ (in the current sense of the term) and established depots, sales outlets and workshops in Paris, particularly in rue Saint-Denis.




  We do not know when Mottet ‘father and son’ came to Paris but their installation at 170, rue Saint-Denis took place in 1826 because their name appears then in the Almanach of the trade with the mention “Mottet L. Son, glovemaker”, whereas it does not appear there in the Almanach of the previous year. They were not alone. That year, there were thirty-one glove stores on rue Saint-Denis and a certain Crampel even had his store nearby, at no. 174. Six of these glovemakers indicated the Grenoble origin of their gloves, which probably constituted a guarantee of quality, or mentioned “made in Grenoble and Paris”.




  In any case the factory and the trade of Joseph and Louis Mottet concerned only gloves. They were not underwear-and glove-makers as their namesake (a relative?) who at no. 26, Palais Royal had kept a shop since the time of the Empire under the Mottet sign “underwear manufacturer to the King of Holland”. He also traded perfumes and thus perpetuated one of the oldest corporations in Paris, that of the ‘gantiers-parfumeurs’.




  Joseph Mottet died on December 28th 1845 at his home, he was “82 years and 10 months old”. The estate certificate gives a value of 100 francs for “furniture, money, annuities and receivables”. His son Louis, who died in 1871 at the age of 84, also showed great longevity for the time. He left his business in 1846 to settle with his mother and sister Jeanne Marie, René Marcé’s widow, in Crécy en Brie. Louis-Victor’s mother died there on February 2nd 1848. The family document indicates that she had not accompanied her son to Nantes when he left to go to secondary school. Did he come back to see her during the holidays? Was he able to come to share her last moments?
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