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FOREWORD
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I feel highly honored to have been assigned the role of writing the foreword to this book, written at a time where most believers had lost their identity in Christ Jesus.

I also stand here to write that the author, Emmanuel Afolabi who is a practicing Christian has done a wonderful work to give readers this piece at a time like this.

In simpler terms, the author shared from his wealth of knowledge and experience in educating and admonishing readers not to lose their identity in Christ Jesus and if already lost, the principles in this book if it is adhered to, will enable you to recover it back like the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-32.

Knowing your identity is very crucial, because there are many who are going through unknown battles in their lives, the book proffered solution to it.

In all, the book is an eye opener to as many that seek to regain their lost identity.  You have been created to be a king to rule, reign and have dominion in the world around you, therefore hold firmly to this fact.

To this end, I highly commend the effort of the author for putting those thoughts together as a book which I believe will uplift and encourage the body of Christ.

The book is a must read.

Maranatha!

Yours in His Vineyard,

Revd. Mrs. Bola Badejo.

Pastor in-charge,

Foursquare Gospel Church in Nigeria,

Zion Assembly, ije-Ododo,

Ijegun Zone, Jakande District,

Lagos.
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DEDICATION 
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I dedicated this book to God Almighty for His redeeming grace upon my life. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth, even to Praise to our God. Many will see it, and fear, and will trust in the LORD. PS.40: 2&3. 

I therefore encourage every reader of this book to pause a while and appreciate the goodness of God towards us all, and be determined to hold firmly to God and do not stray from His presence. 

As you constantly embrace the love of God in your life. He will lead you to higher places of His blessing in Jesus Name. Amen. Shalom. 

Emmanuel O. Afolabi
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"The Holy Bible" (NKJV)

The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of  believers, its doctrines are holy, its precepts are bindings, its  histories are true and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it’s to be safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. 

It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here paradise is restored. Heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. 

CHRIST is its grand subject and the glory of God its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given to you in life, will be opened at the judgment and be remembered forever.  It involves the highest responsibility.

It will reward the greatest labor and will condemn all who trifle with the scared contents.  Extracts from Gideon Pocket Bible, the Holy Bible (NKJV, KJV), Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 6th Edition and English Mini Dictionary New Edition.
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The Longman Active Study Dictionary (New Edition) defined Battle as to try hard to achieve something difficult, and Identity is defined as exactly alike or the same. In this context of this title therefore. It is simply portrayed as struggle to prove who we are.  For a clearer understanding of the readers, we shall return to the origin of our existence, which is in God, because He created all things. (Genesis 1:26-27) reveal to us our identity as the image of God.  (e.g. exactly alike). 


"Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over all the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth". So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them".  Genesis 1:26-27. KJV.



From the beginning the position of man is clearly specified to have authority and dominion to rule the world around him, placed in the Garden of Eden to watch and dress it.  Adam is fully aware of his identity as the very image of God, created in his likeness as prince and princess to rule their world.  What an irony!  They fell cheaply to the deceit of the devil who was supposed to be their subject, turning round to lecture them about what they had already known, saying the day they eat of the  fruit God commanded them not to eat, they shall not actually die but be like God.   They were the image of God already.  You may then ask the question why do they allow themselves to be deceived into believing that they were not like God?  What is an Image?  An image is defined by Longman Active Study Dictionary (New Edition) as being the (very/living/splitting) image of somebody to look exactly like someone else.  Meaning we're exactly like God. 
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