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Introduction

The Fascinating History of the Mongolian Empire

Kubla Khan

by Samuel Taylor Coleridge - 1772-1834


In Xanadu did Kubla Khan

A stately pleasure dome decree:

Where Alph, the sacred river, ran

Through caverns measureless to man

Down to a sunless sea.



Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote the poem about Kublai Khan, published in 1816. It was written about the great hero and grandson of Genghis Khan while Coleridge was in an opium-induced dream. The poem describes the legendary and great capital city of Xanadu which was, as history has it, built by Kublai Khan.

This serves to remind us of the great sense of mystery and wonder which has always risen in the minds of people when they read or think about Genghis Khan and the more romantic figure of Kublai Khan. 

Mongolia is a country situated in the northern part of Central Asia, landlocked between China and Russia. It also has a very dry and harsh climate set high on plateaus and dominated by the Gobi Desert. It has unique flora and fauna and some particularly rare and interesting animals including the noteworthy Gobi bear, which is, unfortunately, critically endangered.

Mongolia has a fascinating history and a long prehistory. While the Empire of Mongolia was formed by the tribal chieftain Genghis Khan in 1206, the country previously had a long history of tribal squabbles. There is a strong possibility that these militant tribesmen were originally what we call the Huns, although they were dominant nearly 1000 years before the formation of the Mongolian Empire. The Huns, like the Mongols, were a nomadic people from Central Asia who fought on horseback and were terrifyingly accurate archers. The first mention of them is made about 221 BC. The Romans also had their run-ins with the Huns. They settled on the plains of Hungary, but they were permanently skirmishing with the Romans, and in 441 AD, Attila the Hun, of fearsome repute, attacked Constantinople and was thus given the name, "scourge of God." After his death, however, the Hunnic Empire collapsed and fragmented tribes were all that remained. Historians believe that, as the Huns came from the same area that the Mongols did and that they were similar in appearance, particularly before they moved West into Europe, it is possible that they were the ancestors of the Mongolian tribesmen.

When Genghis Khan united the tribes to form the Empire of Mongolia, it was the beginning of a dramatic and bloody period in history. Within less than two hundred years, they had created a huge empire that encompassed large parts of Russia, China, the Middle East, and Central Asia. It was ruled by Genghis Khan and his descendants, and it is estimated that they were responsible for the death of more than 40 million people, shrinking the world population at that time by 11%.

After the collapse and fragmentation of the Mongolian Empire, Northern Mongolia was finally colonized in 1691 by the Manchu (Qing) dynasty in China. In 1911, the Qing rule collapsed in Mongolia and Mongolia's religious leader, Bogd Khan, was made head of state. Independence was not achieved immediately, and it was only with the help of Russian troops that the Mongolian People's Republic was formed in 1924.
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