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INTRODUCTION

	 

	Imagine a world where music is merely a background hum, lacking the vibrant energy that sets souls on fire. Now, picture a young boy from Tupelo, Mississippi, who would grow up to change all that—an ordinary kid with an extraordinary dream. This boy was Elvis Presley, and his story is one of sheer determination, relentless passion, and a desire to break boundaries and redefine what music could be.

	Welcome to Elvis Presley: The Biography of an American Singer, Actor, and Rock Legend. This isn’t just a book about a famous figure; it's a journey through the life of a man who dared to dream big and live even bigger. Elvis’s life is a testament to the power of following one’s passion, no matter the odds.

	From his humble beginnings in a two-room shotgun house to his rise as the King of Rock 'n' Roll, Elvis’s story is a beacon of inspiration. He was a pioneer, blending genres and cultures in a way that captivated millions. But beyond the glittering jumpsuits and iconic hairstyles, Elvis was a man who faced fears, embraced challenges, and persevered through personal and professional storms.

	As you delve into the pages of this biography, you’ll uncover the raw, unfiltered essence of Elvis Presley. You'll walk beside him through the thrilling highs and heartbreaking lows, understanding what drove him to become a legend. His journey is not just about music; it’s about resilience, innovation, and the unwavering belief that one person can indeed change the world.

	Let Elvis’s story inspire you to pursue your own passions with vigor and courage. Remember, greatness isn’t reserved for the few; it’s achieved by those who dare to dream and work tirelessly to make those dreams a reality. As you read about Elvis’s incredible life, let it remind you that with dedication, creativity, and a bit of rock ‘n’ roll spirit, you too can leave a lasting legacy.

	So buckle up and get ready to be inspired. Elvis Presley’s story is not just about the man who changed music; it’s about the universal power of believing in yourself and the magic that happens when you do. Welcome to the world of Elvis Presley, where dreams are made, legends are born, and the music never stops. 

	 


CHAPTER 1

	Early Years And Career

	 

	Elvis Aaron Presley, commonly referred to as Elvis, was a renowned American singer and actor, often hailed as the "King of Rock and Roll." He stands as one of the most influential cultural icons of the 20th century.

	Elvis was born on January 8, 1935, in Tupelo, Mississippi, to Vernon Presley (1916–1979) and Gladys Love Presley (1912–1958). His twin brother, Jesse Garon, was delivered 35 minutes earlier. Growing up, Elvis developed a close bond with both of his parents, especially his mother. The family regularly attended an Assembly of God church, which played a crucial role in igniting his initial musical interests. Vernon held various odd jobs to support the family, which often relied on assistance from neighbors and government food programs. In 1938, they lost their home after Vernon was convicted of altering a check and spent eight months in jail.

	Elvis started first grade at East Tupelo Consolidated in September 1941, where his teachers saw him as an "average" student. His first public performance came on October 3, 1945, at the Mississippi-Alabama Fair and Dairy Show, when he was just 10 years old. He sang "Old Shep" and remembered placing fifth in the contest. A few months later, he received his first guitar for his birthday and learned to play with guidance from his uncles and a pastor at his church. Despite his burgeoning interest in music, he was too shy to perform publicly.

	In September 1946, Elvis began attending Milam School for sixth grade. By the next year, he started to bring his guitar to school and perform, though he faced teasing from his peers, who mocked him as a "trashy" kid playing hillbilly music. As a fervent fan of Mississippi Slim's radio show, Elvis was described as "crazy about music" by Slim's younger brother, who was a classmate of his. Slim helped Elvis by teaching him some chord techniques and even arranged for him to perform on air, though Elvis was too nervous the first time and only managed to perform the following week.

	In November 1948, the Presley family moved to Memphis, Tennessee. Elvis enrolled at L. C. Humes High School and, despite receiving a C in music in eighth grade, was determined to prove his music teacher wrong by performing a hit song with his guitar in class. He remained shy about performing openly and faced bullying from classmates who called him a "mama's boy." By 1950, Elvis was honing his guitar skills under the mentorship of his neighbor, Lee Denson. Along with Denson and future rockabilly pioneers Dorsey and Johnny Burnette, he formed a loose musical collective.

	During his junior year, Elvis began to stand out due to his distinctive appearance, characterized by his sideburns and styled hair. He frequented Beale Street, the hub of Memphis' vibrant blues scene, and was captivated by the flashy clothing at Lansky Brothers. By his senior year, he had adopted this bold style. In 1953, he competed in the school's Annual "Minstrel" Show, performing "Till I Waltz Again with You," a hit by Teresa Brewer.

	Elvis, who played music by ear and couldn't read sheet music, often visited record stores with jukeboxes and listening booths. He was well-versed in Hank Snow's songs and admired other country artists like Roy Acuff, Ernest Tubb, Ted Daffan, Jimmie Rodgers, Jimmie Davis, and Bob Wills. Southern gospel singer Jake Hess, one of Elvis's favorite performers, significantly influenced his ballad-singing style. Regularly attending monthly All-Night Singings downtown, Elvis absorbed the blend of white gospel and African American spirituals. He also tuned into regional radio stations such as WDIA, which played "race records" including spirituals, blues, and rhythm and blues. While he may have attended blues venues only on nights reserved for white audiences, many of his future recordings were inspired by local African-American musicians like Arthur Crudup and Rufus Thomas. Blues legend B.B. King remembered knowing Elvis from Beale Street before his rise to fame.

	By the time he graduated from high school in June 1953, Elvis had set his sights firmly on a career in music.

	 


CHAPTER 2

	1953–1956: First Recordings

	 

	Sam Phillips and Sun Records

	In August 1953, Elvis Presley visited the Memphis Recording Service, operated by Sam Phillips, before he founded Sun Records. Elvis intended to pay for studio time to record a two-sided acetate disc featuring "My Happiness" and "That's When Your Heartaches Begin." He later claimed that he made the recording either as a birthday gift for his mother or simply out of curiosity about his own voice. However, biographer Peter Guralnick suggested that Presley chose Sun Records with the hope of being discovered.

	By January 1954, Elvis had returned to Sun Records to record a second acetate, which included "I'll Never Stand in Your Way" and "It Wouldn't Be the Same Without You." Despite this effort, it did not lead to any significant opportunities. Around this time, Elvis also failed an audition for the local vocal quartet, the Songfellows, and another for the band led by Eddie Bond.

	Meanwhile, Sam Phillips was constantly searching for a musician who could bring the essence of black music to a broader, predominantly white audience. In June, Phillips received a demo recording of the ballad "Without You" by Jimmy Sweeney, which he thought might be suitable for Presley. However, when Elvis came to the studio, he struggled to do the song justice. Despite this setback, Phillips asked Elvis to perform other songs, and he was impressed enough to invite two local musicians, guitarist Winfield "Scotty" Moore and upright bassist Bill Black, to join Elvis for a recording session.

