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			In dedication to His Majesty, who, in the midst of the uncertainty and strife of this life, is the only unceasing light and true friend upon whom we can rely. May our endeavors towards learning and beauty be guided by Him and may our journey towards knowledge continue with grace long after our season has passed.

		

	
		
			Prologue

			In 2011, Time Life Magazine issued a special edition titled: Your Brain: A User’s Guide. This title is revealing and potentially speaks to assumptions about abstract formal reasoning. Miraculous as it is, the brain automatically executes all neurobiological commands, and it does so without our conscious effort, will or input. However, this does not mean that we intuitively know how to use our brain’s abstract capacity for formal logic and reasoning pursuant to argument and self-determination – hence the traditional, critical role of the liberal sciences, specifically, the study of grammar, logic and classical philosophy in developing, and liberating the mind. Education is charged with the critical task of teaching us how to properly, or more effectively use the gift of human cognition, specifically, as it relates to speech and reason. Deeper insight, understanding, even enlightenment, if possible, is the goal.

			Thank You
Sam Daghestani
August 8, 2015

		

	
		
			Does any greater calamity befall a man than that he should commit injustice all the while his inequity to him be unknown?

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			The Science of Reasoning

			Reasoning is an artistic activity, yet one that requires scientific learning. Philosophy is the ancient discipline of inquiry and self-reflection. Discovery is its aim. Studying grammar allows us to interpret texts with better accuracy and then to more persuasively speak and more effectively compose, as indicated by the title of Martha Kolln’s “Rhetorical Grammar.” Historically, philosophy, grammar and the art of excellent speech were disciplines learned by all students. The formal study of logic: terms, definitions, premises, propositions, modes and fallacies – the elements of sound argument, furthermore, instructs in clear thinking and clear expression so as to complement and further enhance the knowledge and practice of the prior two disciplines. Togethe, these three artistic sciences comprise a traditional curriculum, namely, the trivium.

			All human beings think. Since philosophy is part of our natural right and activity as sentient beings, philosophy should be the practice of every individual in order to think more accurately about matters pursuant to making the best possible choices. Before getting airborn however we should acquire at the very least the basic tools and hardware afforded by studies in introductory logic, while maintaining the basic etiquette of learning. Thereafter we need only be cautious to avoid flying too close to the sun.

			For Aristotle, philosophy proper begins with major premises and definitions from which a philosophy and/or abstract science unfolds. For instance, All things move towards the good; All men desire to know; The excellence of a thing is relative to its proper function, etc. One pronounced aspect or feature of his philosophic method is based on the power of inference, that is, deriving or extracting knowledge from initial principles and/or premises, and from which a narrative or cosmology unfolds. This style of philosophy we can trust as being part of Aristotle’s ancient albeit scientific Greek cultural heritage.

			Logic, for Aristotle, is essential, however, constitutes only one aspect of his method to philosophy. There is more happening, something much deeper and more important than logic: a tradition of prior principles provides the grounding for all subsequent knowledge endeavors; so that wise invention and/or good innovation occur at much later points in time. Knowledge, accordingly, is not just a product of calculation, problem solving and new facts, but emerges out of a prior context of universal premises. This makes knowledge emergent, developmental. Like a tree, knowledge grows and develops with a new form, as it were, corresponding to each stage of inquiry and development. Patience, hence, is required.
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