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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”



  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: LITTLE BEE: A NOVEL




    Author Name: CHRIS CLEAVE




    Time it was written: 2005




    Place it was written: NOT SPECIFIED




    First publication: FEBRUARY 10, 2009 US edition, It was first published in UK under a different title, The Other Hand, in August 7, 2008 by Sceptre)




    Publisher: SIMON & SCHUSTER




    Narrator: FIRST PERSON




    Point of view: LITTLE BEE AND SARAH O’ROURKE




    Tone: UNIQUE AND CAPTIVATING, BITTERSWEET




    Tense: PRESENT




    Setting (Time): PRESENT (2005 – Summer 2007)




    Setting (Place): NIGERIA, UNITED KINGDOM




    Protagonist: LITTLE BEE (UDO), SARAH O’ ROURKE




    Theme: LOVE, MORTALITY, COLONIALISM, GUILT, PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY, RACISM, HOPE




    Motif: LITTLE BEE’S THOUGHTS AND REFERENCE TO THE “GIRLS BACK HOME”, THE COLORS OF LITTLE BEE’S LIFE




    Symbol: A BRITISH POUND (FOR LITTLE BEE, IT SIGNIFIES SAFETY AND FREEDOM), THE COLOR GREY (SYMBOLISING LITTLE BEE’S LIFE), SCARS (SIGNIFYING SURVIVAL), SARAH’S MISSING MIDDLE FINGER (SYMBOL FOR LOSS AND SACRIFICE)


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Writer and journalist Chris Cleave was born in 1973. He is a young and talented author whose books have managed to capture the attention and the hearts of the public.




    Cleave was born in London but he was brought up in Cameroon. He experienced life in West Africa from a very close distance and he was particularly influenced by it. He studied Psychology at Balliol College, Oxford. (3) He has worked as a barman, a long-distance sailor, a teacher of marine navigation and an Internet pioneer. (2) Cleave’s debut novel, Incendiary, was released in 2006, and caused such a buzz and landed in the bestselling lists. The most important thing, though, is that Incendiary won a series of awards amongst which you will find the Somerset Maugham Award and the US Book-of-The-Month Club’s First Fiction Award. It was also shortlisted for the 2006 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. (35) Incendiary was also turned into a full-length movie which starred Michelle Williams and Ewan McGregor. The second book that Cleave published was Little Bee. The book was released under this name in the US and Canada, while in the UK and in Europe, its title is The Other Hand. This, too, will be turned into a movie that will star Nicole Kidman. (3)




    Cleave is also a columnist, and he used to write for The Guardian in London. His third book is coming out in the summer of 2012 and it will be called Gold. Chris Cleave lives with his French wife and their three Anglo-French children in London. (35)




    “We must see all scars as beauty. Okay? This will be our secret. Because take it from me, a scar does not form on the dying. A scar means, 'I survived'."
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