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    Introduction


    


    I had been in church almost all of my life, as a young child, as a wife and mother, and was moving into middle age when the Lord stirred me and began to draw me after Himself into a deeper walk. I had begun to question why I was on the earth; just to be born, exist, die and go to Heaven? It seemed futile somehow. Oh, I had meaning; I was a wife, mother, career woman, teacher and a leader in my church, but somewhere inside I was dissatisfied, unfulfilled. Middle age was looming ominously before my face, the 'important' phase of my life had passed, so I thought. It has to be down hill from here on! I felt so alone and so unnecessary.


    Thanks be to God, it didn't stop there! In my futility, I began to ask questions like, "Who am I and why am I here? Is this all there is?" At this point God blessed me with the answer, Jesus Christ! He wanted a walk with me, a relationship, a friendship, whatever you want to call it. It was more than I could imagine or hope for!


    People began to come into my life and cross my path, people who were strange. They talked about Jesus like you would talk about an old, dear friend. He was becoming real. They walked into my Sunday School class, into my business and into my home. At first, they made me uncomfortable. They were not people I would choose, who would know the game plan and the proper thing to do, things like: don't bother me, don't get too close, and for goodness sake, don't be real and say what you mean. There are ways to be friends without costing me anything, aren't there?


    From these encounters of the close kind, I began a journey. A journey with Jesus that has taken 20 years. I began a journal in 1977 and journaled my experiences. Last year, my dear friend Joan called and said she had never known me to leave anything unfinished that the Father had asked me to do. Nothing, that is, but finish the book He instructed me to write. I felt so bad when I heard those words. It was evening and before I retired for the night, I told Him I didn't know how, but I was willing if this is what He wanted me to do. Ever so gently in my spirit I heard, "It is already written, it is in the journals, all you have to do is pull it out." This began months of gleaning what I had learned in my 20 year journey. It was finished in the same month in 1997 that it was begun in 1977.


    You may ask, another book? There are so many and who has time to read? I asked these questions myself. The reason I give for writing this book: the Father asked me to. There are some thoughts that will hopefully be a help to others who are journeying with Jesus; those who are dissatisfied with the relationship they have and want to go on into the heart of God. It is a tool in the hand of God to be used to stimulate the heart that is searching for more of God.


    It is my prayer and desire that you will be fed and encouraged as you prayerfully read these simple thoughts coupled with the scriptures and then make them your prayer and confession on your journey with Jesus. May God richly bless you as you go. Go rejoicing, knowing in your heart that, "He who began a good work in you will finish it" (Phillippians 1:6).


    Praise God!

  


  
    Section 1

    January


    



    January 1


    


    ...and if you draw out your soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul: then shall your light rise in obscurity and thy darkness be as the noonday." - Isaiah 58:10


    GIVE THAT WHICH SUSTAINS YOU


    After fulfilling the requirements in verses 6-9, we then go on with the Lord in verse 10 "and..." We sometimes go so far with the Lord, as far as it feels good or brings a good report among our brethren. But God calls us on, to the unlovely, to the unrecognized, to the hard thing.


    By the time Jesus came down off the cross, He was unrecognizable as a human being (Isaiah 52:14). He became an object of horror. God has called us by His Spirit to walk the way of Calvary. He spared not His own Son, why should He spare us?


    Verse ten says, and you pour out that which sustains your life for the hungry and satisfy the need of the afflicted, then. Yes, oh then shall your light rise in darkness and your obscurity be as the noonday. You may then go on to claim the promises spoken by the mouth of God in verses 11-14.


    Father, you who spared not your Son, help me spare not myself. I want in my heart to be poured out for your purposes in this world, but I know I cannot, unless your Spirit enables me.


    I love you. I want to love your people.

  


  
    


    January 2


    


    "Seest thou how faith wrought with his


    works, and by works was faith made

    perfect." - James 2:22


    GOING ON TO PERFECTION


    I see works, not as something you do "for" God, such as a Christian duty or church work, but rather "working out your own salvation with fear and trembling;" to act upon the faith you've been given by God. To believe and sit down is impotent, sterile, bringing forth no fruit. On the other hand, saying, "God said it is so" and acting upon it is faith, as if it has already been done, is working out your salvation.


    You have to read the Word to know what He said before you can act on it. Arise, walk, go, come - a command to act on what He said and the results were healing. Your faith has made you well, the acting was the faith.


    To believe is to act on faith, or to plant a faith seed. Unbelief is to know the Word of God and refuse to act on it. Is ignorance of the Word an excuse? I think not! Ignorance robs us of all that was provided for us in the cross of Christ. We read the doctor's instructions on our prescriptions and we take the pills, by faith, expecting a change in our condition. Shouldn't we, at least, be that diligent with the Word of God?


    Oh Spirit of the Living God, quicken us today to the truth of your Word. You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.


    I want to know the truth.

  


  
    


    January 3


    


    "Be not afraid, only believe." - Mark 5:36b


    BEYOND REASON


    In Mark 5:22-24b; 35-43, we have the account of Jairus and Jesus. How much faith did it really take for the ruler of the synagogue, Jairus, to come to Jesus with his need?


    His daughter was dying, nothing else had worked. What did he have to lose by coming to Jesus? He had heard from others who had seen Him heal the sick, cure the lame, give sight to the blind. How much faith? He had nothing to lose and everything to gain.


    We throw ourselves on the horns of the altar in the "hopeless" situations, the crisis.


    But his daughter died before they could do anything. Ah! Here comes the clarion call for faith beyond the reasonable. Jesus, in verse 36, told Jairus, do not be afraid, only believe. You have brought the situation to me, I have followed you, gone with you, willingly stepped into the situation, now, leave it with me. Don't ask me for help and when it seems unreasonable, take it back into your hands. Stand still and see the Glory of God.


    We stop short of victory in Jesus when we can't see the logical results. Faith hopes against hope.


    Dear Jesus, we want to stand when once we have asked you to come into the situation. We want to stand and see your Glory. Holy Spirit do a work in us to allow this to be.


    I want to believe in all things.

  


  
    


    January 4


    


    "Let the words of my mouth, and the

    meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy

    sight, 0 Lord, my strength and my redeemer."

    Psalm 19:14


    SHINE JESUS SHINE !


    Life is relationships - I am as close to God as I am to those He has sent my way, for me to minister and witness to. They polish my rough edges and press me into His image (Ephesians 4:13).


    I will always react negatively to this polishing, squeezing and forming. I will never be a better person than I am right now! Well, should I just quit and sit down in my miserable self? No, no, a thousand times no! The good news is, my hope is Jesus in me. He is living in me - He's living through me instead of me, to the degree I am surrendered at that moment to Him. It is a matter of exercising my will, a matter of choosing health and happiness, or sickness and death. I choose to allow Jesus to shine out of me today. Discipline and self-control are the actions of the day.


    My prayer, Oh Lord, as I deepen and renew my commitment to you, is to give you anew and afresh, more of myself. As I see more, I shall continue to give more. Hallelujah, praise your goodness and your mercy!


    Holy Spirit make Jesus big in me today!

  


  
    


    January 5


    


    "Because it is given unto you to know the


    mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven."

    Matthew 13:11


    STAY IN THE LIGHT


    God gives us to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. The spiritual truths by which He deals with His people.


    When others around us are walking in darkness, we know that we know. According to our faith and dying to self, we minister these truths to those walking in darkness.


    They do not perceive what we are about, they misunderstand us, they may even speak evil of good. What are we to do? Jesus said, 'Father forgive them, they know not what they do.' No condemnation; rather continue on, to speak the truth to them in love.


    It takes great inner strength and fortitude to stay in the light God shines on the path when no one seems to understand.


    God gives us a vision of our ministry then withdraws the reality of it, to strengthen us for the success of it.


    Our prayer must be, with Paul, that God might strengthen us with might by His Spirit in the inner man. That we might not become a castaway after showing many the way.


    I choose not to be a castaway but to go on.

  


  
    


    January 6


    


    "Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:" - 1 Peter 3:8


    COMPASSION


    Having compassion is loving people by doing what I know is best for them, not by doing what is easiest and most comfortable for me in commiserating with them. Much of the time, pity is feeding someone's self-pity. We need to get the patient out of the bed, not climb in with them!


    God is love, love for others. We need to learn to just be: to relax, enjoy doing whatever we have to do. Just be a person, yourself, enjoy yourself, like yourself, be yourself. As you become free to be, others He has for you to love will seek you out. You don't need to look for people to minister to, they will find you!


    We are a royal priesthood of intercessors. Ordinary men and women conscious of some special need, of some special people, royal, having our authority from the Ascended Christ. Intercessor, the highest of callings, is taking the place of the one they pray for.


    When you want for that person, what you ask more than your own life, as Moses did, you will indeed have power before the throne.


    Spirit of intercession come and teach us to pray. Without your power, we don't know what we should ask.


    I want to make a difference, empower me, oh God.

  


  
    


    January 7


    


    "Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the

    desire of every living thing." - Psalm 145:16


    DESIRE SATISFIED


    Oh God, purify our desire. In verse 19, the Psalmist follows on to say, He will fulfill the desire of them that fear Him.


    Desire creates an image of the thing desired. Psalm 37:4 admonishes us to delight ourselves in the Lord, then He will give us all the desires of our heart. In Hebrew, the word "Meshalah" is used to denote craving from the root for petition.


    May our petition be as the Psalmist, 'Oh God, my soul pants after you as the hart pants after the water brook,' Psalm 42:1.


    Psalm 51:10 should be our prayer - Create in me a clean heart, Oh God; and renew a right spirit within me.


    The Lord's answer to that prayer in I Peter 1:2 is that the Holy Spirit has been at work in your heart, cleansing you with the blood of Christ Jesus and making you to please Him.


    I thank you Lord for creating a clean heart in me.


    I expect to see the desire of my heart fulfilled

    because I fear the Lord my God.

  


  
    


    January 8


    


    "...happy is that people, that is in such a


    case: yea, happy is that people whose

    God is the Lord." - Psalm 144:15


    HAPPINESS IS


    In order to be happy (blessed) you must have the fruit of the Spirit in operation in your life. Your happiness will be in direct proportion to the fullness of the operation of the Spirit of God in your life.


    You cannot, you will not, be blessed by your own effort or merit. By choosing to die to self effort and asking the Holy Spirit to come and teach you Jesus indwelling, will you find the fruit active in your life.


    We overlook things we must do and rush head on into carrying out God's purposes and plans by our own efforts. He just sits down and, in astonishment, watches us wear ourselves out.


    By an act of my will and by faith, I enthrone Jesus as Lord of my house (of me). Holy Spirit, magnify Jesus in me - so that He can come out of the corner He has occupied since I was saved, and take full possession of my house.


    Lord, you are not a guest, you own the place. You have free rule and reign. I allow you to place the furnishings and fill the pantry. Everyday, I yield control and ask the Holy Spirit to make Jesus big in me today.


    Happiness is Jesus fully occupying my life today.

  


  
    


    January 9


    


    "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light." — Ephesians 5:8


    WALKING IN THE LIGHT


    Until I walk in all the light I have been given, I will not be given any more light. The children of Israel were just days away from the promised land, but you know the story - for forty years they went around in circles!


    We are sinless in our new spirit - created in the image of God. Controlled by His Spirit, we go forward in the light as He is in the light. When we step forward and are confronted with confusion and uncertainty, we need to step back, get into the Spirit, check things out and get direction.


    If we are drawn out and miss the way, should we just keep heading into the darkness? If we were on a trip in a strange place and lost our way, common sense would say to stop and get direction and recover our way. In the Spirit it is the same. Seek forgiveness for missing it and get back on the right track!


    Our spirit is the first impression another person has of us! What is your spirit wearing today? Are we clothed in the righteousness, peace, and joy of the Holy Spirit?


    Oh Father, I invite your Holy Spirit to dress me today before I walk forth to be Jesus in human form to those around me.


    Thank you for my robe of righteousness.

  


  
    


    January 10


    


    "Behold thou desirest truth in the inward parts and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom." - Psalm 51:6


    THE 11TH COMMANDMENT ‑

    THOU SHALT NOT BE FOUND OUT!


    We keep a couple of the commandments and hide the rest. This attitude damns us. Sin does not ultimately damn us - God provides for that. It is refusal to admit it as sin and confess it. It is dishonesty. Follow truth and honesty through the scriptures.


    The law says do not steal. My attitude toward that law makes or breaks me. When Adam and Eve sinned, God did not change, they did. They ran and hid. They chose not to commune with God by confessing their act of sin. We break ourselves against the laws of God. They are facts, and facts cannot be changed. The normal operation of a law is a perfectly natural functioning of that thing according to its law, in ease, and spontaneity.


    We break ourselves on the law of God — a crisis results — then we seek release in God's love. How can we ever thank Him enough that He loves us? We need to be able to come like little children and throw ourselves in our Fathers arms to receive all that love and acceptance we miss when separated.


    The root cause of sin in us is the spirit of error living in us and having total domination.


    Oh God, may honesty and truth begin to work in my inward parts, so that Christ Jesus can be in me, to me and through me, all He wants to be.


    Come Holy Spirit.

  


  
    


    January 11


    


    "... the love of Christ constraineth me."


    II Corinthians 5:14


    SECURE KNOWLEDGE


    Nothing but the love of God has remained constant in my life. For all the years I can remember, changes have washed over me: changes in relationships, in age, in location, and in occupation. Always, the love of God overshadowed all the changes and remained changeless. It has charted my course and kept my compass always pointing in the right direction. Nothing can turn you away from the sure fact of the constant love of God (Romans 8:35-39).


    God was in Christ, reconciling my world to Himself. This is a pure act of love, an absolute. Draw from this absolute fact in the face of any and all changes that come into your life. Hold your course steady in the goodness of God's love. It will never change or diminish.


    Father God, today we need to run into your bosom and smother ourselves in your bountiful goodness. There are many forces trying to get us to run away from you instead of to you. Thank you for proving yourself to us over and over again.


    We repent of doubting you.

  


  
    


    January 12


    


    ... whatsoever things are pure ... of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things " - Philippians 4:8


    THINKING ABOUT THINGS


    Pain is often the only scalpel that will cut through the scar tissue of the heart so that we can get in touch with our feelings. When love cuts away the protective callouses, the actual cause is revealed and healed.


    Before hidden bitterness can be exposed and transformed, remembered unforgiveness has to be dealt with honestly. Whatever we cannot forgive, we are doomed one day to live. Whatever a man sows, that shall he also reap. If we sow seeds of unforgiveness, we will reap a life like that.


    Could it be, the inability to forgive a frailty in another person indicates that we have the same frailty existing in us?


    What we affirm today, we will become tomorrow! I want to affirm that I am one with God and His Son Jesus Christ. His wholeness, power of mind and perfect peace are mine.


    Confession clears the mind, when we have nothing in our mind which seems to deserve punishment, then there is no fear of punishment.


    Faith sees circumstances as God sees them - whole, beautiful and filled with His love.


    Father God, fill us, we pray, today, with your love, your light and your life. Empower us by your Spirit to walk in that love.


    I choose to walk in God's love today.

  


  
    


    January 13


    


    "For out of the abundance of the heart


    the mouth speaketh." - Matthew 12:34


    OUR PERFECT EXAMPLE


    If you are to know the strength of God's reliability and integrity, then you must see Him as Jesus saw Him. According to the Amplified Bible, to know means to be intimately acquainted with, through experiential knowledge.


    We can only comprehend what a persons inner life and thoughts are by what they say. Seventy times in the gospels, Jesus referred to God as Father.


    If Jesus was perfect humanity, He is the perfect example of relationship to God. Instead of confusing our relationship with our earthly father, which may or may not have been good, we need to look at how Jesus conducted Himself in His Father's presence, as well as how He talked to Him.


    In John 13:13, we see Jesus secure in the knowledge of who He was, His identity assured. From this knowledge, He was able to serve His disciples in whatever task was required.


    From this point of sonship, I too can move out and reach out to others in whatever is needed to help them know sonship.


    Thank you Father, you have not asked me to do anything Jesus didn't do successfully first.


    I choose to walk where Jesus walked.

  


  
    


    January 14


    


    "See that none render evil for evil unto


    any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men" I Thessalonians 5:15


    ARE YOU PLUGGED IN?


    As I was vacuuming, I noticed I wasn't picking up anything from the carpet. I got my tools and took the vacuum apart. As I did, nothing seemed wrong. I noticed the hose had come unplugged from the vacuum. It seemed funny at the time, but as I thought about it, I saw we can do nothing when we are "unplugged" from our source of power! I could have continued to vacuum, not picking up anything or I could have taken the vacuum to the shop. The simple reality was to plug it in and get back to the source.


    When I get unplugged from the Holy Spirit, I get into serious trouble, sometimes even into war, returning evil for evil. Some of Paul's final instructions were for us not to return evil for evil. Stay out of war! I return evil when my heart is not right, when I am unplugged from my source. My river gets clogged and love ceases to flow out of me.


    In these serious days, we must diligently seek to stay plugged in. Get into the place you commune with God, and get checked out before you go forth!


    We will run to the quiet place, Father. We will run to our source. Thank you for being our supply.


    I take Jesus as my source today.

  


  
    


    January 15


    


    "I am the vine, ye are the branches:


    He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing." - John 15:5


    THE GREATEST OF THE GRACES


    Earnestly desire the fruit of the Spirit to be manifested in your life. Then, the gifts of the Spirit will be in operation at a time when they are needed to express the love of God. Pray that God will, and that He can, (be assured He will if He can) fill you with His love. He can, if you open yourself to receive, by faith, what you asked Him for. As He fills you with His love, the fruit of the Spirit in you will overflow onto everyone with whom you come in contact. It will be a natural thing, not anything you do to make it happen. It is your life reflecting. Your part is to be still and let God work.


    Love is called the greatest of the graces, because it is the one in which there is a likeness between the believer and his God. God has no need of faith. He is dependent on no one. There is none superior to Him in whom He must trust. God has no need of hope, for to Him all things are certain.


    But God is love, and the more love His people have, the more they are like their Father, in heaven. There will be no faith or hope in heaven. Love will fill all things.


    Holy Spirit of God, by whom the Grace gifts operate, thank you for all of them. I need them. But, oh, Spirit of God, perfect love in me, and fit me for heaven.


    I want to be pleasing to my Father today.


    


    



    January 16


    


    "Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you,

    and persecute you, and shall say all manner

    of evil against you falsely, for my sake."

    Matthew 5:11


    FOR HIS SAKE AND OTHERS


    If you are being used of God, you will be misunderstood. To be misunderstood is a form of persecution. Love and pray for those that persecute you for they are enemies of God, not you personally. It is normal to react negatively, but immediately give it to Jesus. Pray as Steven and Jesus, Himself, prayed, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do".


    It's the battle, old as time, but in Psalms 91 and 92 we are told, the battle is the Lords. We are to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. Was it Steven's prayer of forgiveness that opened Saul's way into salvation (Acts 7:58)? It is also the principle of heaping coals of fire on our enemies' heads. No greater gift can we give than to stand in forgiveness and allow the Holy Spirit to bring conviction.


    There is a promise here for those who can go on to Rejoice in persecution. Matthew 5:12 reveals to us the promise of great reward.


    Holy Spirit of God, this is an area where we need your help. You must fill us with the knowledge of Jesus and enable us to be as He was on this earth.


    I want others to see Jesus in me today.

  


  
    


    January 17


    


    "Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and vanisheth away." - James 4:14


    LIFE IS FRAGILE


    Several years ago, I learned a customer of mine had died. A freak accident on the highway had claimed his life. I wondered how his death would benefit those affected by it. A few years later, my wonderful grandson went to be with Jesus at a very early age. Again, I prayed, "Lord, don't let me miss what you have for me to learn both from his life and now his death." Two valuable lessons came clearer to me than understanding the deaths. One, when God is gracious enough to send someone into my path of life, I am to be thankful for being included in what God is doing, no matter what I'm involved in doing! Number two, store not up for yourself treasures on earth, where rust and moths will destroy them, but store up for yourself treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-20). I also saw the certainty of death, the unexpectedness of death, and the necessity of being ready to meet God face to face.


    Father, help us remember life is about relationships. Opportunities come and go and never return. May we be aware of the people in our lives. What impartation can I make in their lives?


    I'm reminded love never fails.

  


  
    


    January 18


    


    "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God." - I Corinthians 2:11


    WHO ARE YOU?


    This scripture says man's spirit is the only one that knows him. As we get in touch with our spirit and surrender it to the will of God (by faith, we can do this), we give the Spirit of God permission to teach us the things of God in relationship to our humanity. To know yourself is to be free, free indeed. In the knowing we realize, without our union with Him, we can never really know the real us. Our spirit man, in union with God's Spirit, begins to blossom, bloom, grow and yield the fruit of the Holy Spirit.


    After the fall of man, Adam still had all his senses. The only thing he lost was communion with God. His senses became perverted through sin and man's true identity was lost to him. We have been restored now, through the death on the cross of God's Son. It is imperative we get reacquainted with the Father now that we have come home. Find the place of communion, take the time to know Him, and you will know who you are.


    Holy Spirit, we invite you today to walk into our lives through this prayer. We want you to make Jesus more real to us today and to know the Father more intimately. Come Holy Spirit, we pray.


    I yield my will to the Spirit of God.

  


  
    


    January 19


    


    "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." Galatians 6:9


    FAITHFUL IN THE MUNDANE


    Faithfulness to the seemingly mundane tasks, that make up the most of life, is of great value to God. How so? It is obedience that frees the Spirit of God to change us in the inner man. As we do the ordinary tasks of a seemingly dull nature, God can transform them into acts of His omnipotence.


    We need to call upon the Lord for His grace and mercy in the dull places. It's easy to fly high in moments of ecstasy. It doesn't take nobleness of character to do great exploits, but the simple tasks of living seem to call for special grace. This brings great delight to the Father's heart. He is so quick to hear our cry of, "How long, oh God?" and sends grace and mercy to be our companions.


    It's not what assigned paths you walk, it's how you walk them, that honors God. Don't be shoddy in your responsibilities that no one sees, God is watching. It is, after all, His "well done" we are waiting to hear.


    Jesus, you called me to love you and to fellowship with you. I was put here to commune and to fellowship with you. As I live and move and have my being, in you, I am fulfilled.


    Today I will seek opportunities

    to fellowship with Jesus.

  


  
    


    January 20


    


    "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye

    shall be free indeed." - John 8:36


    FREE TO BE IN JESUS


    Another day, a new beginning. A day to live and move and have my being in Him. I must lift up Jesus, and He will do the rest. He said, "If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to myself." I don't have to go to seminary or Bible school to lift up Jesus. I don't have to wait until I know something profound to lift up Jesus. Just go about holding God's hand, and being in Him, and He will do the rest. Lift up Jesus by personifying His life, loving people. Love is the bottom line. You will not fail if you move in love. You will always be acting for the other persons best.


    Holy Spirit, I free you, in me, to be all you need to be today. You have the responsibility for me and all you bring into my life today, because I give it to you. I am now free to be me, letting you be who you want to be in me. Wherever you want to go and whatever you want to do, I agree.


    Help yourself to me today.

  


  
    


    January 21


    


    "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a

    new creature: old things are passed away;

    behold, all things are become new."

    II Corinthians 5:17


    FREE TO BE


    If I am "born-again," a new man, a new creation, I am a brand new being - free to begin all over again, to start something new. We are always trying to finish something we started yesterday or twenty years ago. This can become spiritual bondage. If we are to die daily, then every day I am free to begin again, forgetting, or putting away, those past things and looking forward to the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. In I Corinthians 13:11, the apostle spoke of this putting away. Putting away is a term used for a funeral or a burying. We're trying often times to be good children and finish what we started. Let each day stand before God as a new thing.


    I run the race this day with patience, knowing nothing comes at me, but it has gone through my Heavenly Father and been approved for my good, for my perfecting. Nothing is too big for God and me to handle together, if I play my part, rather than God's. His is to do, mine is to be!


    Father God, I believe what your Word says about me. I chose, by my free will, to say with your Word, I am brand new. Old things are indeed passed away. Now I lay them to rest and I remove the grave clothes and put on the garments of praise.


    I walk into today free to be.

  


  
    


    January 22


    


    "When pride cometh, then cometh shame: but

    with the lowly is wisdom." - Proverbs 11:2


    KEEP IT LOW


    Think with me, of all the analogies of being low: the safe place in a storm; where the roots were stored for keeping in the old days; where the Indians put their ears to the ground to hear the approach of the enemy. The low place is the safe place - rooted and grounded in the Word of God! We go up to the high places, but only to pull the devil's kingdoms down. Stay with your nose in the carpet. God Himself is watching your back! Any time we rise up, we are in a place of danger. The pride of life runs in high color! Jesus Himself was meek and lowly. We are told in this way to learn of Him.


    One last comparison; in a fire we are instructed to get to the ground and crawl to safety. The smoke and fumes rise toward the ceiling. We might say, keep it cool, stay in a safe place, where God can instruct us in wisdom and knowledge.


    My Precious Lord Jesus, we choose to take your yoke upon us and learn to be lowly. You thought it not robbery to put off your royalty and walk as a man. So much we need to learn of your ways.


    Teach us, Holy Spirit, to be like Jesus.

  


  
    


    January 23


    


    "That he would grant you, according to the

    riches of his glory, to be strengthened with

    might by his Spirit in the inner man."

    Ephesians 3:16


    FILLED AND BAPTIZED


    Power, in the inner man, is supplied by the Holy Spirit. His power enables us for service and enables us to fight and resist Satan.


    There are requirements to receive this power. Number one, we must yield to the Lord Jesus Christ and obey His will. Secondly, we believe through prayer that He will flood our spirit with His power (Galatians 3:14). Thirdly, this power enables the believer to impart God's life and power to thirsty and dying men.


    We are filled with the Spirit for life.


    We are baptized in the Spirit for service.


    Lord Jesus, we want both! When our spirit man, empowered by the Spirit of God, touches the spirit of another person, they receive life. They can begin to grow in their spirit man and learn of Jesus.


    We do pray for the infilling of the Spirit of God, by faith. We also choose to be baptized in the Spirit of God, so that we may go forth and touch those we meet with the life of God.


    By faith I believe and receive the Spirit of God.

  


  
    


    January 24


    


    "AU things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you." - John 16:15


    CAN YOU BELIEVE?


    We see Jesus as comforter. We also see Him as sympathizer, but do we fail to see Him as almighty? We say we don't doubt He can do it, we are just not sure of ourselves. That's an untruth. We know exactly what we're capable of, therefore, we are really doubting God. We need a revelation of the reality that God is almighty.


    He brings down from heaven what we need, not up out of ourselves. That's why we wait and rely upon His Spirit to come upon us. This is the empowering of our human spirit by the Spirit of God. In this way, our soul and body manifest the acts of God.


    Whatsoever you desire, if you ask believing in your heart, you have it. It shall be yours, not from any action on your part, but as a heavenly gift from the Father.


    Father, your Word says if we can only believe, all things are possible. We need the truth about the things we are asking. Your Word is truth. Holy Spirit, make the truth of the Word of God real to us, so that we may believe.


    I choose to believe God's Word.

  


  
    


    January 25


    


    "Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; show forth his salvation from day to day." Psalm 96:2


    ITS A NEW DAY TODAY


    In Leviticus 11, we see the principle of doing what God forbids and the resulting uncleanness. It says whosoever eats what God declared unclean was unclean until evening. In Genesis, God clearly reveals days and what each day consisted of. In Exodus, God gave the Israelites manna, a day at a time. In the New Testament, we are admonished, each day is sufficient unto itself ­also, to take no thought for tomorrow. In the model prayer, we pray, give us this day our daily bread.


    We are called on over and over to live life one day at a time. Each day is a clean, fresh, piece of paper. We have a choice what we write on it.


    There is another scripture we need to consider. Let not the sun go down on your anger (Ephesians 4:26). How beautiful and refreshing our days will be if we keep short accounts with God and clean the books every day.


    Lord Jesus, we are called to show forth your salvation from day to day. Every day is a day I can "model" you before the world. I want to show you correctly Lord, in all your love, compassion and mercy.


    Help me, Holy Spirit, to model Jesus.

  


  
    


    January 26


    


    "...the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." II Corinthians 4:6b


    LOOKING AT JESUS


    When we blow it and revert to a spirit of disobedience, the Father accepts our repentance, allowing His mercy to function.


    God is merciful. He does not reject us for disobeying, rather he rejects us for refusing His merciful forgiveness. We simply confess our disobedient spirit, allowing Him to show mercy. The Spirit says come before the mercy seat of God.


    We must see God as merciful. Often times we are condemning, because we fail to accept God's mercy. We choose to see Him as hard and unapproachable. Therefore, we reflect that image to others. If we see God as He is (loving, merciful, slow to anger), we will reflect that image in our relationships.


    It comes back to looking full in the face of Jesus; seeing the character and the nature of God reflected there. We see Jesus as the Spirit reveals Him.


    I pray it will always be sweet communion with my Lord - this close fellowship, this assurance that you are sovereign in my life and in the universe. May I be obedient to you through the working of your Spirit. Teach me Father! Use me!


    Holy Spirit, I would see Jesus, so that those

    around me will see Jesus in me.

  


  
    


    January 27


    


    "But they understood not that saying, and

    were afraid to ask Him." - Mark 9:32


    FOLLOWING ON


    The discipline of dismay is essential in discipleship. We cannot fathom the Christ that strides before us with face set like flint.


    We become dismayed. He is not our comrade, our comforter, as He was, at first, when He bade us come. Our inclination is as the three did on the mount, build a fire and stay there where we've become comfortable, in the service we know, and now enjoy the ritual of it. We look up and see Jesus striding on, not looking back to see if we're following. We'll have to hurry if we want to catch up with Him. Oh, but I'm afraid, I didn't think it would be like this.


    I will become dismayed if I do not endure until this darkness of dismay passes. Out of it will come the following of Jesus, which is an unspeakable joy. Fears in the night, joy in the morning!


    Holy Spirit, this is where I need your work in my inner man, to build a foundation of faith that can look into the face of the unknown and not freak out. I want to follow on to know Jesus, the power of His might and the fellowship of His suffering.


    I choose to follow Jesus today.

  


  
    


    January 28


    


    "And go quickly, and tell his disciples

    that he is risen from the dead; and, behold,

    he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall

    ye see him." - Matthew 28:7


    THE FLOW OF GOD


    There is no stagnation in the things of God. The flow is ever moving. The disciples stopped only for feeding sessions. Jesus was always on the move.


    We must not become ritualized. We must not hasten back to a place we met Jesus at before. He is not there. He has risen and moved on.


    There is no power in doing the same thing over and over. God never does the same thing, the same way, twice. We cannot duplicate an act of God. No two sets of circumstances are ever the same, or two individuals ever the same. This disallows duplication or counterfeiting. The work itself is original before the counterfeit can come about. Therefore, any existing thing done again is not of God.


    We must determine where the flow of God is and get in it. This takes a deliberate act.


    Holy Spirit, we are hearing a lot of talk about the river of God today. It's not a new thing, it is the river that has always flowed from the throne of God. It's not a new river, it's just a fresh call. May we not be afraid of the voice of the Spirit and say yes to the call.


    I say yes to the call.

  


  
    


    January 29


    


    "... Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit saith the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6


    NOT BY MIGHT


    When a situation seems painful to us personally, we are selfishly concerned about it. As we become less and less (I must decrease so that He may increase) concerned selfishly about situations, we will find it easier to know God's will concerning them.


    As you become concerned only with God and His concerns for your fellow man, you will be guided by Jesus in everything. We must get out of the personal (dying to self) and into the impersonal (alive to God), through union with Jesus Christ, to be in His flow. Then any and all service to our fellow man will be Him empowering us to do it.


    We get into that flow by loving Him. By loving Him, we enter the life of God which is love. We cannot love Jesus as humans, so the acts of love we do unto others are expressions of our love for Him. Can we stretch ourselves enough to grasp the concept of being Jesus with skin on to others?


    By your Spirit, Father, only by your Spirit. Your love is shed abroad in our hearts by your Spirit.


    I choose to walk by the Spirit and

    not by my own strength.

  


  
    


    January 30


    


    "Let this mind be in you, which was also

    in Christ Jesus." - Philippians 2:5


    BRINGING GOD ON THE SCENE


    Prayer is seeking an audience with God. It is not to get gifts, answers, or favors. It is to line ourselves up with the will of God in the matter. God is in action already, the thing has been accomplished eons ago. We merely get into the flow of God's action, which is love. This is what is meant by the river. It is the flow of the life of God washing out from His throne bringing life, giving refreshing to you on earth - God coming on the scene!


    Prayer is loving God so much that we seek to please Him in a matter. It is entering into the mind of Christ, becoming one with him. Praying without ceasing is entering into, and abiding in, oneness with Christ Jesus. We will, then, always be seeking to please God by being in the flow (the river) of His love and His will because we are one with Jesus Christ in our thinking, abiding, and obedience.


    Father, how wonderful to know we can bring any situation or circumstance in our life to you and come into agreement with you in it. This is a great place of rest.


    By faith today, I bring my requests to the place of

    agreement with God by entering into the mind of

    Christ. Holy Spirit, you interpret for each of us,

    bringing us together.

  


  
    


    January 31


    


    "... 0 my Lord, I am not eloquent ... I am slow

    of speech, and of a slow tongue ... 0 my Lord,

    send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom

    thou wilt send." - Exodus 4:10 & 13


    ARE YOU AVAILABLE?


    As with Moses, the Father wants only our willingness to be the vessel. He equips us, prepares all the provisions and, also, makes the way. The only thing about Moses that tied God's hands was when he said, "Get someone else. I'm not available." Today, we say with Isaiah in verse 6:8, "Here am I Lord, send me."


    We must say "Lord, I am willing to be used, I choose to become available for whatever you choose for me to do. I know nothing. I can do nothing in my own strength that will have any lasting effect. I choose to be empty and available. You are the provider, the maintainer, the furnisher, the equipper and the empowerer. You have full responsibility for everything I do. Therefore, I take no blame when it seems to go wrong and no glory when it seems to go right."


    Father, I thank you that you've chosen to let me in on what you're doing. Thank you for being God and for loving me.


    The Spirit of God being my helper, I will

    rouse myself and seek the mind of Christ

    about everything, especially concerning

    matters of prayer for others.
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    February 1


    


    "...I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." - Joshua 1:5


    COMFORTED IN ALL MY WAYS


    In all my years, I have known good and I have known hardship. One overlaying thought has kept me in all my ways. "I will never leave you, nor forsake you." Please think with me a moment about a young man facing a hard time. Joshua has just lost Moses, it's grow up time! I feel sure he was having lots of anxiety about the immediate future. In his distress, he went to God, as he had even when he had Moses as his leader. God spoke these words to him:


    1. No one will be able to defeat you as long as you live.


    2. I will be with you as I was with Moses.


    3. I will be with you always.


    4. I will never abandon you.


    5. Be determined and confident.


    6. Do not neglect any part of the law.


    7. Be sure the law is read whenever you worship.


    8. Study the law day and night.


    9. Make sure you obey the whole law as it is written.


    10. Then you will be prosperous and successful.


    11. I have commanded you to be determined and confident.


    12. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for I the Lord your God, am with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:5-9)


    Father I will be mindful of these promises, you gave me as well as Joshua. Thank You.


    I take great comfort in these promises.

  


  
    


    February 2


    


    "For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the


    perfect shall remain in it." - Proverbs 2:21


    FURTHER INSTRUCTION


    Instruction is a wonderful thing if you have a teachable heart and are willing to make adjustments to accommodate new information. Here, in Proverbs 2, we have another example of Godly instruction.


    1. Learn what I teach you.


    2. Never forget what I tell you to do.


    3. Listen to what is wise.


    4. Try to understand.


    5. Beg for knowledge.


    6. Plead for insight.


    7. Look for it as hard as you would for silver or hidden treasure.


    8. If you do, you will learn to fear the Lord who gives wisdom.


    9. If you listen, you will know what is right, what is just, and what is fair.


    You will know what you should do. You will become wise. Your knowledge will give you pleasure. Your knowledge and insight will protect you and prevent you from doing wrong. They will keep you away from people who stir up trouble by what they say. Follow the example of good men and live a righteous life.


    Father God, I set my heart to be teachable and to learn the ways of the Godly. Then I will dwell in the good land all my days.


    I will hear and I will obey.

  


  
    


    February 3


    


    "So then faith cometh by hearing, and

    hearing by the Word of God." - Romans 10:17


    FIRST THINGS FIRST


    Faith is the first foundation we must have to build on. The ground we need to build our foundation on is the Word of God. God's way of doing everything is to send His Word. His Word is His promise. Whenever His Word produces faith, He can keep His promise. Please read this again and ask the Holy Spirit to work it into your spirit, so that it belongs to you, this cycle of faith. God's Word, His never ending Word, creates our faith. It is the foundation, or the ground, of our faith. Faith begins where the will of God is known. True faith is not believing God can, but that He will.


    It is God's will for us all to have what He purchased for us at Calvary. We must not seek His will, but His path for us individually. God's path involves what you are to do. God's will is what God wants you to have. To learn His will for our lives, we simply have to pick it up and read it. His will: His testament, the Bible.


    Father God, I've asked you so many times to do what you've already done in your Word. Forgive me for being lazy and trying to get you to do my part.


    I will find God's path for me and then read

    His Word to know how to walk it.

  


  
    


    February 4


    


    "And now for a little space grace hath been

    shewed from the Lord ..." - Ezra 9:8


    LIVING NOW


    How can I stop looking over my shoulder at yesterday? It is robbing me of now! My regrets, my failures, my successes - all of them rob me of this moment of life.


    I will fail. I will always fail in some way. Satan's great tool is regret; to get my eyes on myself and my failures, and defeat me. When I am living in regret for having missed an opportunity, I lose that moment to be what I was meant to be.


    When I fail, and I will, I must carry it straight to God, through the cross of Jesus, by confessing 1 blew it. Then, I must receive cleansing and go on into the next moment, resting and abiding in Him. Someone has said, "Put the failure in the cup Jesus drank out of!"


    This life is not about my perfection or how good I am at being good. It's about living and trying to do the right thing. It's about not being so afraid you'll fail that you never do anything. Get right out there and fall down. Jesus is on the scene. He loves you and picks you up so you can go on.


    Oh God, I want to jump out into the flow of life, secure in the knowledge you're here.


    I'll be quick to say, "I repent" and mean it.

  


  
    


    February 5


    


    "I am the true vine, and my Father is the

    husbandman." - John 15:1


    FRUIT PRODUCERS


    It's really hard to get good fruit these days! Something is tampering with the vines to destroy the fruit. I see a lot of gifts of the spirit manifesting, but I'm hungry for good fruit. Let's examine the vine that produces good fruit for a moment. God is the tap root, so to speak. Jesus is the vine, and we, the believers, are the branches on which the fruit of the Holy Spirit hangs. It's like jewels or ornaments for the world to see. We do not produce the fruit, the Holy Spirit does, as Jesus abides in us and we in Him.


    The fruit of the Spirit is the personality of Jesus, and it comes out of us as we abide in Him. It is not anything we produce. We just abide in Jesus and He is manifested for the whole world to see. We simply keep adoring, loving, relying on Him. We do nothing to produce this fruit. It isn't even ours to partake of. Actually, we are unaware of it. Others see it, for God's glory. He started the whole thing so people could see what He is really like, and want to partake of His life.


    Father, I want my fruit to be pleasing to you and good to others. Work on my behalf to bring forth good fruit.


    I allow God to tend my branch

    any way He chooses.

  


  
    


    February 6


    


    "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he

    taketh away: and every branch that beareth

    fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth

    more fruit." - John 15:2


    NOT FRUIT INSPECTORS


    If we become aware of the fruit on our branch, we are looking at ourselves instead of Jesus, and that beautiful fruit falls to the ground before it matures to where it can produce life. When we see the fruit, we become proud. We think we're the vine. Any time we take our eyes off Jesus, growth stops. If we look away long enough, the fruit begins to dry up and look unattractive to others.


    We draw others to Christ only when the fruit on our branches is lush, appetizing, whole and unblemished. The degree our fruit manifests Jesus' personality, is the degree we draw others to want to be grafted into the true vine.


    We must remain as simple as children not questioning Jesus, just abiding, trusting. Let us be warned not to look inward, not to analyze ourselves. Let the Holy Spirit have free reign to remold, remake us into the image of Christ.


    Holy Spirit, you shine the light of truth in the area in my life that needs change. I give you permission to put your finger on that and help me change. I yield to you.


    If I am God's, everything must pass through Him before it comes to me. Therefore, I accept it.

  


  
    


    February 7


    


    "Have faith in God...that ye may know the hope of His calling." Mark 11:22 and Ephesians 1:18


    FAITH THAT WORKS


    The Holy Spirit supernaturally empties your spirit of doubt and fills you with an inner knowing. Through this inner knowing, and in spite of doubts that try to creep in, you will not doubt the thing you are to undertake. Every time you have a knowing in your heart and act on it, you take a leap of faith.


    The greatest purpose for your struggling is to learn, through your spirit, to see the face of Jesus - to see Him with your inner sight. Through your struggles, you learn to see with your spirit. My mistakes are rungs in the ladder that lead me upward to God. If I believe this, I can grow. I can praise God in all circumstances. I will not spend time in remorse. I will instantly transfer my sin to Jesus and go on my way, rejoicing.


    If we have trusted God with our salvation, can we not also trust Him with all our other needs?


    Father, so many times we've been disappointed in those we trusted. They were unable to meet our needs, because our trust was misplaced. Help us set our hopes on you and things eternal, to raise our sight to you.


    I choose to see God everywhere and

    in everything I need.

  


  
    


    February 8


    


    "For we are his workmanship, created in

    Christ Jesus..." - Ephesians 2:10


    ABANDONMENT TO GOD


    Asking no questions - that's real abandonment! When we pause to question and to try to reason, or to "understand," at that point we have snatched ourselves out of God's hand. Abandonment is total commitment in all things. It is not questioning anything that comes, because it is Christ living His life in you, and it has to be right. He is God!


    Our life is hidden in heaven, in Christ Jesus. And the life we live in the flesh is Him living in us. We will be revealed with Him at His coming. This is Him now living in me. When anything comes out that is not Him, I've gotten out of the spirit into the soul realm where the smog is. The Word says it does not yet appear what we will be, but we know when He shall appear we shall be like Him (I John 3:2). Now, what could be more reassuring than to know we're not now what we are going to be? Not only that, but what we really are does not appear as it is. Do you get it? The work is going on inside and being worked from the inside out.


    When diamonds are being mined, they aren't what they appear to be as they are coming forth. Take heart, dear one, He is not finished with you!


    Holy Spirit, thank you for continuing to work on me.


    Today I say, yes Lord,

    chip away, come forth!

  


  
    


    February 9


    


    "Judge not, that ye be not judged."

    Matthew 7:1


    WHAT'S THAT IN YOUR EYE?


    Discernment is a call to intercession, not fault finding. A greater love is necessary for me to pray for others. I am sure of God and His goodness and mercy because of what I've experienced in my life. I must be that sure of Him in the life of another, before I can pray for them with the mind of Christ. I know He is working out His good pleasure in their lives, as well as my own. Therefore, I must get beyond pity into compassion. To pray for others with the mind of Christ, I must rid my heart of attitudes like pride, envy and criticism.


    I pray right now, Father, and confess these sins and ask you to cover them with the blood of Jesus and replace them with your love. I thank you that you are now doing this.
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