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  The sky is not the limit




  

    The colorful imagery of GIMP-Art


  




  

    

      In all of us lies a creative urge to bring beautiful objects into being. Who never stood in front of a work of fine art and dreamed of trying to picture his visions in the same way. But the enthusiasm for starting this adventure usually ends in the sobriety of the reality.

    




    

      The equipment components of a studio are expensive. You are in the need for a room in which you may work. The purchase of materials, whether paper, canvas, pencils, brushes, paints, or books about learning the painting is an investment of thousands of (€) ($). Even if you get a set of basic materials for yourself and start initial trials, a disillusion will usually follow in a very short time. It's not so easy getting a first feeling of success. A lot of work will be discarded and the used material will be lost. If there is not a separate room for a studio at your disposal, your flat is full of materials and unfinished or finished works. The artist has either to live between this mass or has to clean every day and then has no more desire to unpack everything again and continue working.

    




    

      The enthusiasm to express oneself creatively subsides very quickly and the idea is spreading that there is also a talent failure.

    




    

      In the world of digital painting with GIMP all is different. Each pen, brushes, colors and canvases, which are ever needed, are in the computer. An infinite richness of options is available to make the painting look so real, as if it was created with the original materials.

    




    

      Whether a picture will be painted with a pencil, pastel, acrylic, oil, watercolor, airbrush, whether paper or canvas should be rough, smooth, colored, textured, whether it should be small or large, everything is possible.

    




    

      Never again colors must be mixed to realize the creative visions, never again expensive material has to be bought or discarded. Creating the art is under the artists absolute control, for the works can be changed quickly and saved.

    




    

      The possibility to undo minor or major errors with a "step backwards" convinces most users.

    




    

      But beyond that, there are a lot of further advantages of GIMP, like to work with layers, protocols, and particularly the option to save an image under a different name and start completely new, wild experiments.

    




    

      As a newcomer who has not studied art, you can enjoy many other advantages of GIMP that make the painting easier.

    




    

      If you do not want to work out free ideas, but after a photo original, deposit it in a layer, reduce its opacity and draw the template in another layer. So e. g. you do not have to be a master of perspective in order to paint a landscape or a city view or fight again with the proportions of the inspiring object you want to draw. The required colors can be picked from the original photo and saved in a palette.

    




    

      Thousands of ready-made brushes are available for free download on the internet and can be used for digital painting. The range varies from flowers, animals, buildings, clouds, trees, grass, shrubbery, to human figures and details such as eyes and hair and much more. Also a wide range of textures is available.

    




    

      After finishing the painting, you have the ability to further edit the work, e. g. to change it in a monochrome image, in any color that suits you.

    




    

      The monitor is your window to the digital realm, and GIMP is your tool. And it's for free!

    




    

      Start the journey through your visions, whether abstract or realistic, whether your trip leads you to the flowers in the garden or fantasy worlds, or through the sky into space, there are no limits.

    




    

      And if you want to get your paintings out of the wonderful world of the computer: You can have it printed on many materials, photographic paper, aluminum, textured watercolor paper, canvas and also fabric .

    




    

      Start GIMP, dive deeply into the endless world of colors and shapes, catch your dreams, self-actualize in an unanticipated manner. You will be amazed by the possibilities.

    




    

      


    




    

      Suzanna

    


  




  

    Introduction


  




  

    

      What is the difference between digitaly painting and traditional painting?

    




    

      Only the technical work equipment!

    




    

      


    




    

      The computer is the tool. The image manipulation programm and the grafic tablet are the equipment.

    




    

      The GIMP program is for free. You save the purchasing costs for expensive canvas, brushes and colors.

    




    

      The Painting on the computer is not about the gadgets that are possible with a photo manipulation program. It really should be drawn and painted.

    




    

      The mastery of the work equipment – the brushes and the grafic tablet is important, practice makes the master here. Start and try it and do not despair. Over time, one gains the confidence to freely draw real images.

    




    

      


    




    

      The ability to save an image.

    




    

      In traditional painting a past state can never be restored. For digital painting that's no problem. Be aware of this fact and use it. Save each new version from, because if something "went wrong", you can always go back to a previous version.

    




    

      


    




    

      Infinite variations in drawing and painting.

    




    

      Through the various "brushes" as pencil, chalk, charcoal, watercolors, oil paints, etc., any characters and painting techniques are applied. The canvas is an empty file that my be created in different sizes and colors. With the GIMP program in the basic several brushes are included.

    




    

      On the Internet you will find a variety of preset brushes whichcan make work easier.

    




    

      


    




    

      The digital painting does not cause clutter in the home.

    




    

      You do not need a studio to have a place for all the tools and these can be left. A desk and a computer, a good screen and a graphic tablet are enough, and you have everything available, from pencil to oil paints.

    




    

      There is no need for space to store all the sketches and photos.

    




    

      If necessary, you can have print the images on canvas, dibond aluminum, can print on photo paper and other materials.

    




    

      


    




    

      Very useful when painting with Gimp are the "layers".

    




    

      Here, you can always put a new transparent layer on the painted image on which you may go on with painting. This single image layers can then be switched off during the painting process, or can assign different layer styles.

    




    

      These layer feature is also very useful when you want to redraw a picture.

    




    

      Add the original image as a level one, reduce the opacity and draw in the other layer on the outlines and details of the original photo. You can make the picture invisible or appear any time by clicking when needed.

    




    

      This makes work easier in terms of proportions and perspectives.

    




    

      From the original photo, you can also create a color palette that allows you to paint the picture with original colors. Creates a new palette by using the pipette to pick up the individual colors from the reference photo.

    




    

      See: create a palette

    


  




  

    The GNU Image Manipulation Program




    

      

        You can download the GIMP image manipulation program for free and virus-proof. In this program there are many presets of brushes available. It is also possible to insert the additional package of Gimp Paint Studio.

      




      

        For the use as a drawing and painting program I recommend, however, to download the GIMP PAINTER (MIXBRUSH. This program includes the MIXBRUSH that extends the program to many GIMP BRUSHES.

      




      

        Gimp painter (Mixbrush)

      




      

        Free GIMP version with extensions

      




      

        With GIMP PAINTER one uses a version which has many numerous brushes more. The also called MIXBRUSH freeware brings all the features of GIMP added by numerous brush options to lots of presets and settings.

      




      

        After unpacking you start GIMP PAINTER by calling the file run_gimp.wsf. By clicking on the BRUSH TOOL, an additional field appears under the tools and you may select the desired brush shape and advanced painting effects.

      




      

        With GIMP PAINTER one conjures watercolor effects, sponge, chalk painting on the virtual canvas. With the slider and click boxes one uses advanced options such as pigment application, fade-in, pressure strength, opacity, flow and brings realistic strokes and patterns on simulated surfaces such as canvas, paper or wood. The remaining functionality is like the original GIMP.

      




      

        With GIMP PAINT STUDIO GIMP will be a powerful painting tool.

      




      

        The free add-on package adds additional GIMP BRUSH, AIRBRUSH, SPRAY, ERASER, INK TYPES, AND SMUDGE-TOOLS.

      




      

        GIMP PAINT STUDIO is to be attached to a complete GIMP system.After unpacking, you copy the contents of directories brushes, palettes in the same paths in the GIMP DIRECTORY. The DIRECTORY TOOL-OPTIONS is to be newly created and the contents are to be copied into the appropriate folder. Set the files toolrc and sessionrc in the GIMP MAIN DIRECTORY.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        On the website of the GIMP PAINT STUDIOS you will find extensive information on downloading and installing.

      




      

        http://code.google.com/p/gps-gimp-paint-studio/

      




      

        In GIMP, you open by clicking on the icons BRUSHES, AIRBRUSH, ERASER AND SMUDGE-FINGER an additional set of options and select one of the desired set profiles and advanced painting effects. In addition, GIMP PAINT STUDIO provides additional tools for saturation, hue and curve types.

      




      

        If you need additional brushes, they can be found on the internet to download. There is no problem to install brushes from Photoshop.

      




      

        http://browse.deviantart.com/


      




      

        http://www.brushlovers.com/ 

      


    


  




  

    

      

        First steps using GIMP for drawings and paintings


      




      

        


      


    




    

      

        Before you create an image with GIMP, it is necessary to change the preferences of the program.

      




      

        Go to the MENU bar, select EDIT-PREFERENCES-ENVIRONMENT.

      




      

        Set a large number of steps for the undo levels (about 100), so that when you have the opportunity to paint, steps can be reversed.

      




      

        For the Maximum undo memory size, I also recommend to specify the maximum number, also for the tile cache size and new image size, because for the painting much space is needed. 

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        Set the tool options preferences in that way, you can use PAINT OPTIONS SHARED BETWEEN. 

      




      

        Sort the tools in the toolbox as it is best for your work. I have assembled all the tools I need for painting.
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        The preferences for a NEW IMAGE I've made so as I usually need for my paintings.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        A color image you want to print, should have 300 to 360 dpi, a black and white image 400 dpi.

      




      

        In DATA FOLDER, you can specify which folders are to be accessed by GIMP, so you have the necessary tools for image editing and painting are available here. 

      




      

        Don't change anything to the default path of the program. Create extra folder for the brushes, palettes, etc. on the hard disk of your computer or an external hard drive,into which you copy  each desired resource. 

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        So GIMP can access these folders, click the FOLDER ICON at the top left of the brush folder, then right click the BROWSE button, select BRUSH FOLDER. This opens a context menu where you can set the access path.

      




      

        I put my extra brushes, palettes, etc. onto external hard drive in folders. If I need some brushes for painting, so I put them in the folder "custom brushes" (pallets, etc.), so that GIMP has access to it. Then I press the button "Reload brush". If I no longer need these tools, I delete them from the folder "custom brushes". So I prevent that the number of the brushes is too confusing. 

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        The TOOL OPTIONS appear beneath the TOOLBOX in the default setup. If you lose it somehow, you can get it back by creating a new TOOL OPTIONS DIALOG using WINDOWS-DOCKABLE DIALOGS-TOOL OPTIONS and then docking it below the Toolbox.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        I always setup the image window so that I have on the right side the TOOLBOX, so I can have the dialogue "brushes, gradient, palette, pattern and color table" directly.

      




      

        On the left, I set the LAYER MENU with the dialogs "LAYERS, CHANNELS, PATHS, LEVELS".

      




      

        To use GIMP effectively as drawing and painting program, it is necessary to know the various tools, brushes, gradients, patterns and palettes. This means: Good practice.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        Start with a training image. Create a new image on the screen in the desired size and the desired background color. Therefore, please click ADVANCED OPTIONS. Start at the top with a white canvas. If you want to work with color, select the RGB color space and 300 dpi. Do you want to draw in black and white, choose the grayscale color space and 400 dpi.

      




      

        


      




      

        In the Toolbox you will see 


      




      

        1. The Tools

      




      

        2. The foreground and background colors 

      




      

        3. The active brush, the pattern and the gradient

      




      

        4. The active image

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        The picture on the right refers to the tool box of GIMP 2.8. If you use the GIMP painter program, the MIXBRUSH is added to the picture, it looks not different to the "normal" brush.

      




      

        The tools are listed in order, as I have done in "preferences", stored as described above.

      




      

        


      




      

        With GIMP you may combine each paint tool with each brush.
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        [image: ]The BUCKET FILL fills with color or pattern.


      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]The BLEND fills with gradients

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]PENCIL:  drawings can be created in various degrees of hardness and colors.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]PAINTBRUSH:  This is the most commonly used tool in painting. It works with all types of brushes, colors, gradients in combination. In GIMP PAINTER you will have the [image: ]MIXBRUSH too. Using the MIXBRUSH superimposed colors are blurred together. 

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]AIRBRUSH: can be painted with a spray gun

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]INK: This tool is usually used for calligraphy.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]ERASER: This tool may be used in the same way like aneraser in traditional painting.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]SMUDGE-FINGER: will blur the colors.

      




      

        


      




      

        


      




      

        THE COLOR PICKER TOOL is used to select a color on any image opened on your screen. By clicking a point on an image, you can change the active color to that which is located under the pointer

      




      

        Choose a tool and add any brush. GIMP presets are also available for each tool. 

      




      

        To access the list of presets, click at the bottom of the icon and select it from the list. You can also create and save presets.

      




      

        


      




      

        Set the desired color as the foreground color. You can also work with color gradients.


      




      

        The opacity, size (scaling) and angle, dynamic and much more you can control in the menus.

      




      

        Whether water color, acrylic, oil, pastel, each brush is available. Test the possibilities.

      




      

        


      




      

        Examples for brushes in combination with tools
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        Pencil-Tool with brush „round“
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        Paintbrush-tool with brush „Acrylic“
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        Paintbrush-tool with brush „round-soft“
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        Ink-tool
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        Paintbrush-tool with brush „Pastel“ (Chalk)

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Paintbrush-tool with brush „grass“, color from gradient.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Paintbrush-tool with brush „a random vegetal“,

      




      

        color from gradient

      




      

        


      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Brush „Oilknife“

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        Mixbrush-tool with brush watercolor

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Paintbrush-tool with brush „clouds“ (Foliage)

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Paintbrush-tool with brush "Leaves", color from gradient

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        Smudge-tool with brush „round-soft“

      




      

        


      




      

        


      




      

        Create New gradient

      




      

        You can set up your own color gradient by clicking the left arrow button, then go to the GRADIENT MENU with the mouse, then the context menu opens with the submenu New Gradient.

      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        Existing gradients can be duplicated and modified.

      




      

        


      




      

        Create a new Palette 

      




      

        Proceed equally with setting up a custom palette The colors of the palette, you can determine with the pipette from an existing image.

      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      


    


  




  

    

      

        01 Hibiscus




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          

            If you are interested in drawing and painting and want to learn this, I think it is very important to quickly come to a first success, to win real fun of this hobby.

          




          

            Start with your artistic work in the digital painting therefore in a simple way with the SMUDGE-FINGER-TOOL to paint a picture of a photo original.

          




          

            Select this tool, you can use it together with any brush. For the flower image I selected a FUZZY CIRCLE and OIL-BRUSH to give the picture the appearance of an oil painting. You can acquaint yourself on this way working with the graphics tablet, too.

          




          

            The art of drawing and painting means practice, practice, practice. And the results are often disillusioning. Practice, therefore, the SMUDGE-PAINTING, then go on to free painting.

          




          

            Feel free to copy great masterpieces you love. You learn a lot about painting. Maybe you like to paint with a SMUDGE so much that you tool also so good that you stick to it.

          




          

            Good luck!

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          


        


      




      

        


      




      

        [image: ]


      




      

        


      




      

        

          1. Open a photo of your choice and duplicate the layer. Change the name of this layer to "smudge-green".

        




        

          Continue painting on this level.

        




        

          Enlarge the image, select the SMUDGE-TOOL and the BRUSH HARDNESS, set the SCALE on 10 and the OPACITY of 50%. If you work with GIMP 2.8, you can select the brush in the default SMUDGE-SOFT.

        




        

          Paint with this brush on the background in a circular motion until it is blurred, and the colors are smeared into one another.

        




        

          Save the image as a xcf file.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          2. Reduce the image again to see it entirely.

        




        

          Work with the SMUDGE-TOOL, until the background suits you.

        




        

          Work. Using this tool in the interstices of the plant, which will also appear blurred

        




        

          You will see how quickly you become familiar with this tool and how to deal with the pen on the tablet.

        




        

          If you blur over the edges of the leaves and flowers and paint them while partially blurred look, this is not a problem, because in the next steps they will be processed and painted over. This we shall be doing on a new level.

        




        

          At this stage, the image still looks like an accident photography, but you have the option of a simple painting in SMUDGE look already seen.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          3. Duplicate the layer and continue working on the new plane.

        




        

          Furthermore work with the SMUDGE-TOOL and the HARDNESS-BUSH with a smaller scale.

        




        

          Blur only the darker colors from the center of the flower in strokes to the outside, then the dark edges inward.

        




        

          In a final step the light areas become blurred in the middle internally and externally.

        




        

          Should you not be satisfied with a single step, then undo it.

        




        

          Save the file again.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          4. Work with the SMUDGE-TOOL in small circles and the veins of the petals in small strokes.

        




        

          Therefore press the brush on the dark red color spot in the middle and pull the color to flower border. Use a less SCALING.

        




        

          In Figure 4 you can see the difference between the processed petals above and below the unedited.

        




        

          If you want to get the water drops on the petals, paint only the brighter areas in the center, then the dark edges. The water droplets can be painted over with reduced OPACITY, they are then retained.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          5. Zoom out of the picture when you're ready with the painting of the petals to get an overall view.

        




        

          It looks now more like a painting than a photo.

        




        

          Save the file and duplicate the layer to paint on the new, to paint in the next step the small, closed blooms.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          6. Zoom in the image very strong to paint the small details.

        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          When you paint the leaves in the background, start from bright to dark, then them in the foreground.

        




        

          Don't paint here with small circular motions, but pull the color according to the veins of the leaves.

        




        

          If you paint over the edges, so that's no problem, it gives to the image the look of a painting.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          7. Duplicate the layer again and continue on the new.

        




        

          Increase the picture to paint the small leaves and shafts of the image. It can be enlarged until you can see the individual pixels.

        




        

          Always paint the details in the back first, then them in front.

        




        

          Get the bright and dark parts of the little leaves and the shafts, so that they act plastically.

        




        

          Paint the details of the picture in this way, the big green leaves are then processed in the next step.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          8. Create a new LAYER and paint on it the large leaves.

        




        

          Paint in small circular motions and leave the veins of the leaves out. Then in the end paint with a reduced OPACITY of about 30%, over the veins paint with the SMUDGE-TOOL.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          Look after the curved leaves, for that the bright color of the underside is maintained, so that the leaves are vivid.

        




        

          


        




        

          9. Zoom out of the picture, to look over the whole work.

        




        

          Then zoom in again and look at it again in detail. You will still find some places that have not been painted over.

        




        

          Duplicate the last layer and paint next to the new level.

        




        

          Use the SMUDGE-TOOL and now an OIL-BRUSH. This OIL-BRUSH paint something "streaky" than the ROUND HARDNESS. Set the OPACITY to 60% , and start with generous strokes. Be bold in the brushwork, you can make every step undo, if you don't like it. Compare the two images above, this one worked with the oil brush looks more like a painting than the right.

        




        

          If you are satisfied with the result, save your file. You can look at it any time and if you like, still need to work on.

        




        

          


        




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        2 Smudge: Airbrush-Look Fotorealism




        

          [image: ]


        




        

          


        




        

          

            The classic area of activity of airbrush art is the Fotorealism and the Hyperrealism, that means extremely naturalistic painting and extremely photorealistic exaggeration of reality. 

          




          

            You can paint these pictures with the airbrush tool, but to which we come later in the book.

          




          

            This is an exercise to convert a photo into a photo-realistic painting, by using the SMUDGE technique.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            1. Open a photo, you can scale it to the desired size and 300 ppi.

          




          

            Duplicate the layer.

          




          

            Zoom in on this layer. With the SMUDGE-TOOL and a ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH (or the default SMUDGE-SOFT in GIMP 2.8) with 60% OPACITY, to paint over the body shapes.

          




          

            In the picture above, the left half of the body is already painted with the SMUDGE-TOOL, the right represents still the original image.

          




          

            Paint in gentle circular motions and be sure to get the light and dark parts of the body remaining, to represent the shape of the muscles.

          




          

            Save your work as xcf-file.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            2. Finish painting the body with the ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH.

          




          

            The working out of the light and dark levels causes the three-dimensional representation of the muscles.

          




          

            Zoom out of the picture again to get an overview and then enlarge it to work on the details.

          




          

            Do not forget to save the work over again.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            3. Duplicate the layer again and now paint on the new layer the water with the ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH. Increase the SCALE of the brush, so you can work in large strokes.

          




          

            Start with the blue area. The white areas are drawn in the next step, as you can see in the picture above left.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            4. Enlarge the image and paint the areas of the swirling water. Here, paint the blue surfaces first, then fit the white. Pull the white color in the darker areas.

          




          

            Save image.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            5. Zoom out of the image again in order to have an overall view.

          




          

            If you want more white painted on, use the AIRBRUSH TOOL, OPACITY 50% and spray on the color. Use also the ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH.

          




          

            The picture is painted extremely fotorealistic.

          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            3 Smudge, Watercolor: Bottles




            

              [image: ]


            




            

              


            




            

              


            




            

              [image: ]


            




            

              


            


          


        




        

          

            1. Open a photo, duplicate layer and continue to work on the new one. Maybe adjust brightness to this level, because we want to paint a watercolor picture not too dark.

          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            Enlarge the image to paint the details. With the SMUDGE-TOOL and a TEXTURE-BRUSH (or the default SMUDGE-ROUGH in GIMP 2.8) edit the picture from top left to bottom right. Paint with large strokes, since the painting will look very watery.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            2. Here you see the SMUDGE effect with the TEXTURE-BRUSHES in detail.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            You will find various TEXTURE-BRUSHES.in GIMP-painter and the internet Try out with which you can paint best. You can undo the work at any time.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            3. By drawing the details it is important that you don't paint with a brush over the entire surface, but to settle, and put on the brush always on the desired color.

          




          

            Paint the picture from the background to the foreground, first the dark parts and set the bright spots on last.

          




          

            Don't paint the details too strong to make the watercolor image not photorealistic.

          




          

            Zoom out and zoom in again to see the overall effect.

          




          

            


          




          

            [image: ]


          




          

            


          




          

            4. If you are satisfied with the result, you can save your work.

          




          

            Duplicate the last layer and continue to work on the new one. Brighten the image, because watercolors look light and bright. Open the MENUE/COLOR/CURVES and move the color-curve to the top left until you like the result.

          




          

            [image: ]


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            4 Foliage: Jungle




            

              

                [image: ]


              




              

                


              




              

                Material
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                1. Fill the background of the canvas with a color gradient from a very light and a darker shade of green.

              




              

                Determine for a color for the foreground and background. GIMP is then automatically building a gradient FG (foreground) to BG (background). You can save it under a different name.

              




              

                Open this gradient, go to the tool options dialog (dockable dialog!) and set for SHAPE/CIRCULAR ON. Than a stroke from the middle to the bottom.

              




              

                Edit the edges lightly with the SMUDGE-TOOL and a ROUND-BRUSH.
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                2. Create a PALETTE with the colors you want to use and save it.

              




              

                Arrange the image from the background on. Since one brush is placed over the other, it is difficult to make in a later step in the background changes.

              




              

                Download from internet preset brushes for trees, leaves, vines, grass, flowers, plants and import them in GIMP

              




              

                I started for my picture with leaves and flowering vines that I have applied in different sizes and scales.
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                3. Duplicate layer and continue to work on this one.

              




              

                Add with the brushes the first trees and brushes. Do not apply too many, because we still work in the background and more trees will be placed in the foreground.

              




              

                Keep the OPACITY low and the SCALE of the desired size.
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                4. Next, the leaves are painted on the trees in the middle.

              




              

                Use a brush with DYNAMICS, this is indicated by small red triangle in the lower right brush display.

              




              

                Create a GRADIENT for these leaves and place the brush on COLOR FROM GRADIENT.

              




              

                Reduce the OPACITY to about 80% and paint the leaves with multiple passes over the trees. The leaves are automatically distributed to the set colors and twists on the image.
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                5 To paint the foreground, I used again preset TREES-BRUSHES.

              




              

                SCALE the brush size until it fits into your painting.

              




              

                Take a dark brown color and the OPACITY of about 80%.
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                Because the background is shining through the trunks and branches, I used the SMUDGE-TOOL and a small ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH to blur the colors.

              




              

                The light comes from the center of the image, so that the light and shadow area of the trees are painted according to light or dark.
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                Therefore, before blurring, paint previously again some light and dark colors. Don't sharpen the trees too much as they will be painted over with leaves.
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                6. Duplicate the layer and continue working on this new one.

              




              

                In this step, the creek will be painted. To do this, choose a bright shade of blue, and paint with a ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH.

              




              

                Then, the water will be painted with the preset WATER-BRUSHES.

              




              

                For the background, take the brush with a small scale, you gradually increase up to the foreground.
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                The splashing water behind the stones is first painted, then the stones are placed before it.
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                7. Duplicate the layer again and continue working on the new.

              




              

                The leaves and flowers on the trees which are hanging like grapes, I painted with foliage, brush with flower tendrils.
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                The darker panicles are painted in the background, the lighter ones in the foreground.
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                8. Even the grass and moss are painted with a prest brush.

              




              

                As nature never uses one color, set the BRUSH DIALOG on COLOR FROM GRADIENT"

              




              

                GIMP automatically uses for the GRADIENT, the colors of the foreground and background, so take for this the desired colors and a simple GRADIENT is created.

              




              

                You can of course also use one of the PRESET GRADIENTS and create your own.
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                9. Increase the light from the center. I've worked here with the AIRBRUSH-TOOL and a ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH with 30% OPACITY.

              




              

                Take the bright color either from your color palette or use the COLOR PICKER-TOOL to extract the light shade from the middle.

              




              

                With dark blue color and the AIRBRUSH-TOOL, I painted the shadows in the picture. First I created the shadows of the stones, which fall away from the light (ie from the center) toward the viewer, then paint the shade of the trees, bushes and grasses

              




              

                As the big trees and the vines throw deeper shadows, I have arounded the entire image with shade, i.g. an oval shape. Always work with a low OPACITY and a LARGE SCALED BRUSH. Not right to dark, you better apply several times the color.
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              5 Foliage: Summer Scenery
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                [image: ]
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                  1. Create a new file and fill it with the GRADIENT/COUNTRY 1. This GRADIENT is shipped with the GIMP program as standard. Set the OPACITY to 50% and then drag the arrow on the canvas from top to bottom. The result would then look like as shown at right.
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                  2. For the color space of the image I used the PALETTE/1-CLASSIC-KIT, which is preset in GIMP-painter. You can of course create your own palette.

                




                

                  With a brush ROUND-SOFT and an OPACITY of 50% I painted the background rolling hills and a lake in the foreground.

                




                

                  For the mountains, I used a bright blue-green and green color. Mountains in the background are always brighter than those in the foreground. The hill left is in the foreground.

                




                

                  For the lake I first painted over the area with white and then put a dark blue over it.
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                  3. The brown stripe on the horizon I blurred in circles with the SMUDGE-TOOL and a SOFT BRUSH.

                




                

                  For the bushes and trees on the horizon I took the brush A4 RANDOM VEGETAL or VEGETAL 02 and used the color taken out of the gradient GPS RANDOM NATURE GREEN. (Everything can be downloaded from GPS Studio) The OPACITY I adjusted to 50%, the brush size as needed large or small SCALE.
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                  4. To illustrate the clouds in the sky, I used several preset CLOUD-BRUSHES.

                




                

                  Since the background is already colored blue, I set up the clouds in the foreground color white.

                




                

                  CLOUD BRUSHES are to be found on the Internet in large numbers. Experiment to find what fits your image.
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                  5. The summer meadow is covered in the next step with many flowers. In Internet can be found so many brushes, which you can use for flowers. Start in the background with a small scale, you gradually increase towards the foreground. You can pick the colors from a COLOR GRADIENT, I have only used the foreground colors of yellow, red and blue.
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                  6. The grass of the summer meadow are painted with a preset GRASS-BRUSH.

                




                

                  For the colors I used again the preset GRADIENTS/GREENS and GREENS NATURE.

                




                

                  For the background keep the OPACITY and SCALING low, and increase both towards the foreground.
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                  7. With a brush, which represent a weeping willow, insert a large tree. Take the color GREEN for the tonality.

                




                

                  Use a brush to paint on the tendrils of the tree foliage. It first set up dark tendrils and brighter on the outside.

                




                

                  Draw the moss under the tree in different shades of green.
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                  8. For the rocks on the shore and the water lilies I also took PRESET BRUSHES.

                




                

                  Insert the stones from the background to foreground. As in this picture, the light incidents from the left side, white lights on the stones are painted left above.
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                  9. Paint dark shadows at the bottom of the stones. Use one ROUND-BRUSH with black color an OPACITY of about 30%.

                




                

                  Then paint the shadows under the tree.

                




                

                  Work again with a low OPACITY and add the shade on a few times until you are satisfied with the result..

                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                6 Drawing: Plants 
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                    I worked with GIMP painter and the brushes of the GIMP painter studios.

                  




                  

                    You can even work with GIMP 2.8. Try out the various brushes, like pencil and chalk.

                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    Material:
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                    A graet advantage in painting and drawing with the GIMP program is that you can store a reference photo for your work for and you may "paint over" on a new level.

                  




                  

                    This greatly simplifies the painting, since you do not have to be practiced with passing proportions or perspectives.

                  




                  

                    Especially for beginners, this is a good workout. As you can produce hundreds of digital paintings without wasting "material", you will be in the position to paint free in the course of time, because of the pracitce.
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                    1. Open a new file in RGB colors and add any photo as a new layer. Reduce the OPACITY of this layer to 30%. Then click on the blank layer and draw the outline with a ROUND-BRUSH with a low SCALE.
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                    2. Copy the background layer, then deactivate the layer with the photo by clicking on the EYE left. Now draw further on the copy of the background layer. Fill the leaves with the BRUSH P-REAL-PENCIL 16X16. Decrease and increase the opacity of the brush during painting.

                  




                  

                    Try on a separate sheet, how the different brushes act.
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                    3. Copy the last layer and continu drawin on this layer with the BRUSH P-REAL-PENCIL 16X16. Work out light and shadow even further. For the lights change the foreground and background color from black to white.
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                    4. Since the picture was created in RGB colors, now convert the picture to grayscale. (MENU/IMAGE/MODE/GRAYSCALE). Then still work out the forms with a BRUSH A NICE SKETCH (GPS).
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                    5. The image can be displayed at any time using GIMP in a different color. MENU/COLORS/COLORIZE.

                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    Bromeliad

                  




                  

                    [image: ]


                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    Open a new file with 15x15 cm and 400 dpi. I have worked with the BRUSH-TOOL/PENCIL, GPS 4X4 PIXELS ROUNDET 135.
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                    Or try a small-scaled round brush with the PENCIL-TOOL.

                  




                  

                    The same picture, painted over with the BRUSH/GPS PIXEL SPRAY. 
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                    You can also use any other pixelated brush. Always create a new layer and try out. Save the photo always as xcf file so that you can always improve it at each level.

                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    


                  




                  

                    Water lily
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                    Sketch a water lily with a small ROUND BRUSH. I am using the brush ROUND 010. This brush is very soft. and is suitable for 'soft' drawings, it is also dynamic. If you press it it will be wider. The image can then be shaded with the BRUSH/ROUND SOFT MIDDLE.
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                    The same motif sketched with the BRUSH /REAL PENCIL. In contrast to the first drawing, this is very hard.

                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    7 Drawings, Color Pencils: Parc 
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                        This impression of fall, I painted with GRAPHITE-BRUSHES in different SCALES. 
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                        I have created a color PALETTE for AUTUMN LANDSCAPE. To determine the colors, I opened the original image and picked the individual colors with the COLOR-PICKER-TOOL.
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                        1. Create a new file in landscape format and RGB colors.

                      




                      

                        Use a brush to draw in 2B. I selected from a PALETTE of autumn colors a bright reddish brown, set the OPACITY to 10-20%.

                      




                      

                        Again, you can store a photo on a new layer that simplifies the perspective drawing.
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                        2. First, I have hatched the sky with the BRUSH/P-GRAPHITE PENCIL" (GPS), then the lane, the colors of the grass and some leaves.

                      




                      

                        Apply the opacity and scaling differently, especially to elaborate the plasticity of poplars. Amplify the edges.

                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        [image: ]


                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        3. Next, I hatched the foliage with small strokes and worked out first areas of the floor.

                      




                      

                        Work with various SCALES of GRAPHITE-BRUSH. By varying degrees of pressure, you can influence the opacity.
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                        4. In the next step, I have shaded the mountain in the left half in the background and indicated the river.

                      




                      

                        In the foreground, I have increased the outlines of the fallen leaves.

                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        [image: ]


                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        5. Now paint the different colors of the leaves of the trees and shrubs. Hatch with the GRAPHITE-BRUSH repeatedly over the same points in order to enhance the color.

                      




                      

                        Make first hatchings for the lawn under the trees.
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                        6. In the next step, I drew the foliage of the trees with brown and red colors.

                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        [image: ]


                      




                      

                        


                      




                      

                        7. Insert the grass greens and the fallen leaves with various shades of red and brown on the lawn and the road.

                      




                      

                        In a final step I have reinforced the contours, respectively, with the corresponding colors and a higher OPACITY.

                      




                      

                        This enhances the three-dimensional effect. I have enlarged the SCALING of the GRAPHITE -RUSH and worked with low OPACITY and a dark brown shade.
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                        8. You can also quickly convert the drawing into black and white.

                      




                      

                        To do this, click MENU´COLOR-DESATURATE, then click MENU/COLOR/CURVES to enhance the effects.

                      




                      

                        9The same image after staining with a light brown color.
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                        This effect can be achieved either via the MENU/COLORS/COLORIZE or a script-fu, such as SEPIA-TONING

                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      8 Drawings, Colorpencils: Glass Bottles 
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                          [image: ]


                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          1. Use a hard pencil-brush for drawing out the outlines.

                        




                        

                          For the next step: Copy this level and keep on working on this new layer. So you can always go back on the previous version, if you'r not satisfied with the drawing.
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                          2. I hatched the background with the BRUSH-DUST (GIMP-painter), it can also be done with a CHALK- OR PASTEL- BRU-SHES. The color was picked from a GRADIENT set with the corresponding design.

                        




                        

                          The lower area is shaded with gray and a light blue. The shaded background is to be drawn through the glass, so that later the transparency will be clear.
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                          3. Hatch the glass bottles colorfully. Start with the rear ones, so the color shows through the bottles in the front. 

                        




                        

                          The contours, which can be seen in the front standing bottles are drawn broken.
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                          4. In the last step, the dark areas are drawn more intensely, and the shadows are to be created in the appropriate colors.

                        




                        

                          Paint with the SMUDGE-TOOL and the default SMUDGE-SOFT to smooth the hatches. Then apply the light areas with white and reduced OPACITY (about 30%).

                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          Blue Bottles
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                          1. I colored the background with a bright blue. With a large BRUSH/MIDDLE-ROUND SOFT I included two white light sources.

                        




                        

                          The outlines of the bottles I've created on a new level.
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                          2. Add the blue color selected from the background with the COLOR-PICKER-TOOL. Paint with a broad brush, I used A17 KNIFE ENDS ANIMATED (GPS).

                        




                        

                          The brush has the character of a charcoal pencil. Put the bright spots on, in white.

                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          Glass dasheded
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                          1. I painted the subject and the background with a rough PENCIL BRUSH/P-REAL-PENCIL, created an outline drawing and the shadows. You can also use a graphite brush for this GRAPHITE - OR CHALK.
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                          2. To make the transparency of glass vi-sible, the background and the base must shine through.

                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          [image: ]


                        




                        

                          


                        




                        

                          3. Now enhance the shading with the same brush.

                        




                        

                          The shadows are to be repeatedly paint over, and finally attach white for highlights.

                        




                        

                          This image is represented by the application of paint in very rough held strokes, I have therefore not processed on with the SMUDGE-TOOL.

                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        9 Drawing, Color Pencils: Street in Winter
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                            The image is drawn with the P-GRAPHITE-BRUSHES (GIMP paint-studio setting).

                          




                          

                            In traditional painting graphite pencils are only available in black / gray. Digital art has the advantage that these pins can be used in each color.

                          




                          

                            


                          




                          

                            Glossary:

                          




                          

                            

                              The perspective allows a three-dimensional representation. In this landscape is made with the central perspective. All lines converge at the center, the depth of the display is generated. The sky is always bright from top to bottom. Observe this in nature. Since you can store a reference photo on a level with GIMP, you will easily fall drawing in perspective.
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                              Drawing with graphite pencils.

                            




                            

                              A graphite pencil is nothing more than a pencil, only without the wood casing. Anyone who has ever drawn in the conventional painting with graphite pencils will still remember the color that sticks to your hands.

                            




                            

                              In digital painting, you have the advantage to deal with graphite drawings without this side effect. You also have the opportunity to draw in any color, and not only in shades of gray. Paint on the contours with a small round brush and then hatch the drawing with graphite pencils in different scales.
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                            1. In a new file in landscape format outline a road with trees.

                          




                          

                            For this sketch use a small ROUND BRUSH. If it will be difficult for perspective drawing, open a new layer with a reference photo with an OPACITY of 40%, and trace the contours.


                          




                          

                            The original image can be switched on and off as needed.
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                            2. Paste a new layer in a light shade of gray. Set this layer with an OPACITY of 40%, so that the drawing is still clearly visible.

                          




                          

                            You might as well create a new file in gray, but if you store a reference photo, it would be too dark.

                          




                          

                            Now merge down the gray layer with the underlying (MENU/LAYER/MERGE DOWN).
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                            3. In the light gray background will be further painted with a graphite brush.

                          




                          

                            First create the darker areas, the dark outlines of the trees on the left side, because we are going to paint the light coming from the right.

                          




                          

                            Paint with bright-gray shades and the white color above. The trees now appear vividly.
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                            4. Hatch with GRAPHITE BRUSHES the street darker and give the trees darker contour.

                          




                          

                            Now hatch the last autumn leaves in different shades of red-orange.

                          




                          

                            Different pressure on the brush bosts OPACITY.
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                            5. Hatch the leaves on the left and at the bottom with a darker shade of red, corresponding to the light incident from the right, the leaves appear thus plastic.

                          




                          

                            Paint with white color the snow on the leaves and trees.
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                            6. In the last step, add the shadow and shade in the sky.

                          




                          

                            Shadows are directly on the object to be getting darker and then brighter.

                          




                          

                            The sky is on the horizon the brightest and is darker at the top. Start here with the darker tones and set the brighter in addition.

                          




                          

                            


                          




                          Rapid Variations
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                              GIMP offers the possibility to display your image without major changes in a different mood.

                            




                            

                              Install the PLUG-IN SEPIA TONING 04. You can make the download in gimp.org:

                            




                            

                              http://registry.gimp.org/node/17159


                            




                            

                              After downloading the scm-file place it under SCRIPTS and update the SCRIPT-FU FILTER under MENUE/FILTER/SCRIPT-FU/FILTERS REFRESH. Then the tool is available.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              The default is a light sepia tone, you can set any color you want.

                            




                            

                              This allows you to represent your image quickly with a hot or cold tone or color it according to the seasons.
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                          10 Drawing, Charcoal: Seesight




                          

                            [image: ]


                          




                          

                            


                          




                          

                            

                              CHARCOAL is the painting medium with which you can already draw expressive with a few strokes. 

                            




                            

                              The charcoal drawing has its own character. When drawing with charcoal, it is very important, to get to work as free as possible and without hesitation to draw. Too many corrections and uncertain drawn lines diminish the impression of charcoal drawing.

                            




                            

                              The wiping technique is the drawing technique that automatically makes a draw with charcoal to enhance the tonal values or erase it. Wiping is the direct form to give the charcoal drawing artistic expression. In any case, it is important to oppose sharp contrast to the soft tones wiped, otherwise the charcoal leaves a slightly glorified impression.
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                              1. Open a new file in grayscale with 400 dpi.

                            




                            

                              Paint from the beginning with a CHARCOAL-BRUSH and draw the outline of the trees and rocks.

                            




                            

                              Use the PAINTRUSH-TOOL with a BRUSH CHALK, CHARCOAL"or other harsh tip.

                            




                            

                              Work with black and shades of gray

                            




                            

                              Draw no clear lines, try "shaking" and reduce the OPACITY of the black color.
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                              2. Duplicate the level and work on the new one.

                            




                            

                              Draw in short strokes without filling the plane. Use the OPACITY to 30% on the left side of the trees and rocks, since the light falls on it. On the right side you are working with an OPACITY of about 60%

                            




                            

                              In order to illustrate the ocean, increase the brush and draw with 30% OPACITY relatively horizontal.

                            




                            

                              Save the work as xcf file.
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                              3. Work with an OPACITY of 100% and adjust the brush size to the objects.

                            




                            

                              Continue painting with short strokes, strengthen the outlines of the trees and rocks. Shade the treetops.

                            




                            

                              The rocks and trees in the shadows are to be drawn darker than on the light side.

                            




                            

                              Create on the rocks structures with dark lines.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              4. Now go to your -SMUDGE-TOOL, but keep the brush tip.

                            




                            

                              Set the OPACITY to 100% and continue to work with short lines

                            




                            

                              Paint them carefully, so that the image is not to soft.

                            




                            

                              Save the file again as xcf file and create a new layer.
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                              5 Paint on the left side of the trees and stones with WHITE color and an OPACITY of 80%.

                            




                            

                              On the shadow side you are working with BLACK and also an OPACITY of 80%.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              You will notice by painting that the OPACITY adjusts the pressure of the pen on the graphic tablet.

                            




                            

                              Work couragesly, in the digital painting, you can paint over everything and undo.
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                              6. Accent the jagged rock structure. Paint with a SMALL PIN and SCALED 100% OPACITY in WHITE and BLACK, paint with small strokes.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              Draw shadows the on the right side of the rocks in the water. Adjust the brush again with a larger scale.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              7. Paint the water from the upper third of the image in multiple layers down towards darker. This gives the image depth.

                            




                            

                              Paint on the rock foaming water with a SPARKLE-BRUSH and white color.

                            




                            

                              Edit the surface of the water with the SMUDGE-TOOL in horizontal strokes, so that the surface looks calm and stands out from the craggy rocks.

                            




                            

                              If you feel the image is too dark, you can make it through the MENU/COLORS/CURVES brighter.

                            




                            

                              The GIMP program also gives you the opportunity to give your image a completely different expression, without the need to draw a new one.
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                              8. If you want to turn the picture into a night scene, you need to invert the colors only: MENU/COLORS/INVERT.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              9. Or use the default GIMP filter and transform your image, for example, in a Cubist painting.

                            




                            

                              MENU/FILTER/ARTISTIC/CUBISM.

                            




                            

                              Try out the various possibilities
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                              10. For this painting colored in blue of a night scene, I used the SCRIPT SEPIA TONING and chose a dark blue tone. However, the image must then first be converted from grayscale to RGB image.

                            




                            

                              The procedure is as follows: Open a new file in RGB colors. Add your black and white paintings as layer and combine the layers.

                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              LAYERS/MENU/LEVELS/MERGE DOWN

                            




                            

                              Then you can use the script.

                            


                          


                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        

                          

                            

                              11 Pencil: Portrait


                            




                            

                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            


                          




                          

                            

                              The essential in this portrait is the detail drawing. As eye catcher I especially set priorities to the hairs.

                            




                            

                              I used the PAINTBRUSH-TOOL with the BRUSH GRAPHITE, SCRATCHBOARD, and ROUND-SOFT.

                            




                            

                              First, draw the outline with a HARD GRAPHITE BRUSH (HB and 2B). Then go on to draw the shadow areas. Switch repeatedly between the pen and the SMUDGE-TOOL and zoom always into the image and out.

                            




                            

                              Make the most of the GIMP program and store your referencephoto as a layer to obtain an almost photo-realistic image.
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                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              1. Draw the outline and the first details of a face with a HARD GRAPHITE BRUSH.
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                              [image: ]


                            




                            

                              


                            




                            

                              2. Draw more details that enhance eyebrows, eyes, tighten the lines to draw and paint the smal lines on the lips. Shade the area of he hair with a ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH. 

                            




                            

                              Then draw with a SCRATCH-PAINT-BRUSH the wisps of hair. Adjust the OPACITY of different thicknesses of 10-40%. Blur the drawing with the SMUDGE-TOOL, OPACITY 20%.
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                              3. Paint over the background in shades of gray to add contrast to the portrait. Then draw again the details of the eyes, mouth and nose, and further paint more shadows on the face. 

                            




                            

                              Orient yourself on the reference-photo, also because of the light incidence. Draw by turns with your selected brush, GRAPHITE or SOFT and the SMUDGE-TOOL and use alternately colors of white, gray and black.
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                              4. Shade the background darker, as well as the clothes. Draw the hair with a fine SCRATCH-BRUSH and an OPACITY of 30-40%. Paint the lights on the hair with a large ROUND-SOFT-BRUSH, white color and an OPACITY of 30%. Overwork the pciture the SMUDGE-TOOL to make the drawing softer.

                            


                          


                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        

                          

                            

                              12 Drawing, Colorpencil: Amalfi




                              

                                [image: ]


                              




                              

                                


                              




                              

                                

                                  In digital painting you can also draw with colored pencils. Use the "pencil" brush to draw tips and the "graphite" paint brush to draw with the flat side of a pencil, that means to do the hatching. The right brushes you can find on the internet or in the presets.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  1. Create a new color palette with the colors that you need for the image.

                                




                                

                                  If you have a photo as a reference, please take the COLOR PICKER-TOOL for and pick up the corresponding colors from the image. Use a GRAPHITE- or PENCIL-BRUSH as color pencil.

                                




                                

                                  The sketch should be done in the basic color, with which you want to draw the image. A pencil drawing in black or gray has to be painted over or erased, because this colors do not fit to a " colored pencil drawing".

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  2. Start hatching the background, so the sky and mountains with blue shades. Use a bright hat in the first. Adjust OPACITY as 10%. Fill the sea with horizontal lines.

                                




                                

                                  Remember that the horizon line is the brightest area in the image. The sky is darker at the top, the water is darker in the foreground.

                                




                                

                                  Hatch repeatedly with the same OPACITY on the areas of your image which should be darker.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  3. Now use the PENCIL – to draw the building in the background and the boat.

                                




                                

                                  Work with small hatches, which merge into each other, draw always in the direction of the lines of the materials, which you want to illustrate.

                                




                                

                                  Do not draw too many details.

                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  You may omit some parts of the image. But it is not necessary because you can paint over the bright areas later with WHITE.

                                




                                

                                  Do not forget to save in between or to create a new layer for each step!

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  4. I painted with a GRAPHITE-BRUSH. This acts like the broad side of a colored pencil.

                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  Shade the sky and the water with blue, then add a shade of green on the water and the greens on the mountains.

                                




                                

                                  The shadow of the boat more emphasis.

                                




                                

                                  Stay with an OPACITY of 10% and shade for darker tones to again and again.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  5. Draw the details of the boats. Use therefore a GRAPHITE-BRUSH and draw with an OPACITY of 50%. Emphasize the shaded areas with blue, the lighter areas with white.

                                




                                

                                  As no objects in nature have a uniform color, it is important to paint the material in different colors and intensities. If you have set a reference image watch the different shades closely. Regard the incidence of the light to paint appropriate.

                                




                                

                                  Reinforce the edges with dark blue and white stripes, use a SMALL-SCALED BRUSH. Hatch with white color the bottom edge of the boat and the sparkling water. Use less OPACITY.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  6. In the next step, the background is edited.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  Since the lines of the sketch are too strong, I paint over them with WHITE and the PENCIL-BRUSH, with an OPACITY of 50%.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  7. Paint in the background the sky with a GRAPHITE-PAINTBRUSH and an OPACITY of 50%, add the clouds.

                                




                                

                                  The vegetation ist paint with different shades of green. Draw the outlines of the houses with a fine PENCIL-BRUSH in dark blue with an OPACITY of 50%.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  8. Hatch the houses in terms of color. To do this, pick the yellow, orange and red from the palette. Use a GRAPHITE-BRUSH.

                                




                                

                                  Draw the plants with different shades of green, also on the mountains,.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  9. Now draw in the foreground the lines and contours of the boat with a small scaled PENCIL-BRUSH. To do this, the darkest of your PALETTE blue and an OPACITY to 80-90%.

                                




                                

                                  The accentuation of the outlines in the foreground increases the details and let the Boat come to the fore. This gives the image depth.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  10. You can easily change the image to a pencil drawing using the GIMP program: Go to the MENU/COLOR/DESATURATE.

                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  11. Or make it into a night scene: Draw the moon with reflection on the water, then go to MENU/COLORS/COLORIZE and select a color.

                                


                              


                            


                          


                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        

                          

                            

                              

                                13 Pastel: Sundown




                                

                                  [image: ]


                                




                                

                                  


                                




                                

                                  

                                    This picture is painted on multiple layers and then assembled. Use the GIMP 2.8 program, because it offers the possibility to create family layers, if you want.

                                  




                                  

                                    Using layers, you can construct an image of several conceptual parts, each of which can be manipulated without affecting any other part of the image.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    1. If you are using a reference photo, open it and resize it to the desired size. Then go to the LAYERS MENU and open a NEW LAYER of transparency.

                                  




                                  

                                    The individual elements of this image are painted on transparent layers separately and then put a picture of each other. So the lake, the trees, the sky. Further detailed work will be painted on each level.

                                  




                                  

                                    Corrections can be done better than if you work on a single level, and set the colors over each other or have to mix them.

                                  




                                  

                                    Layers are stacked on top of each other. The bottom layer (reference photo) is the background of the image, and the components in the foreground of the image come above it. Paint now on the new layer the background in yellow, orange, blue. Always draw the colors horizontally and smudge them with the SMUDGE-TOOL.

                                  




                                  

                                    You can edit this painting at any time by clicking the layer or set a new one with more details. For information about working with layers press press the F1 key.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    2. Open a new transparent layer and paint the clouds.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    I used BRUSH PRESETS for the clouds. Paint the dark clouds first. Use a dark blue and work with an OPACITY of 100%. Even with this OPACITY of the background will show through the clouds.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    Vary with the size of the brushes. Don't forget to store your work.

                                  




                                  

                                    Then paint the clouds in the lighter shades of blue, last give some lights on in white, use for this settings an OPACITY beetween 30-50%.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    3.  Add a new transparent layer. At this level, the mountains in the background are created. I used a PALETTE KNIFE. I have copied this BRUSH and saved with different ANGLES, so inclined both right and left. Give a name to the new presets.

                                  




                                  

                                    To paint the mountains in the background use the darkest blue with little OPACITY, about 30%. Set the PALETTE KNIFE to, draw a short strip to the left, then back to the right and pull the knife in the direction you want to indicate the outlines of the mountains.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    4. The mountains in the foreground are painted on a new transparent layer with the PALETTE KNIFE. Use here an OPACITY of the color of 70-100%. Let the colors of the sky partly shine through to indicate the corresponding reflections on the mountains.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    5. The snow on the mountains, I painted with a PASTEL BRUSH. Change the MODE of the brush on DEVASTATING, I used the color white with an OPACITY of 30%.

                                  




                                  

                                    The MODE DEVASTATING effects that the paint is applied partially transparent.
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                                    6. Then I used the SMUDGE-TOOL and the preset SOFT to blend carefully the white snow color. Enlarge the picture for this step so that you can observe the effect of color smudge.
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                                    Below the mountain dark blue is painted as a reflection on the water with a ROUND BRUSH. Blend this color application in the vertical direction.

                                  




                                  

                                    In order to reproduce an accurate reflection of the mountains, this part of the image will be cut out and pasted as a mirror in the next step.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    7. Reflection: In this step, I have combined all the visible layers and saved the image as "jpg". There are some ways in GIMP to produce reflections, I am choose this one:

                                  




                                  

                                    The saved "jpg" image, I cut below the mountain line. Then I turned the remaining picture area and mirrored horizontally. In the image - saved with "xcf" - I pasted this rotated and cut jpg-image as a new layer and scaled to the required size.

                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    So I have created a perfect reflection of the sky and the mountains in the underlying lake. Surely you can generate this step with painting technique, but I wanted to create a mirror image in an absolutely quiet lake.
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                                    8. On the lake itself, I have painted shadow areas in dark blue on the right and left side, as here, in the next step trees and grass will be painted.

                                  




                                  

                                    Work carefuly in this areas with the SMUDGE-TOOL with an OPACITY of 30%. Onto the lake paint only in the vertical, then horizontal direction

                                  




                                  

                                    I made this smudge effect very carefully, so that the reflection will not be destroyed.
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                                    9. With a pastel brush the foliage of the trees is applied, starting with the darkest color as the background foliage.

                                  




                                  

                                    Then paint the trunks of trees with an elongated PENCIL or GRAPHITE-BRUSHES. Paint first the dark color on here, then the lights are placed in white.
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                                    [image: ]


                                  




                                  

                                    


                                  




                                  

                                    10. If the stems are painted, the remaining foliage is applied with a pastel brush, always from the dark to the bright lights.
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                                    11. Proceed the same way by painting the bushes and grass, always the dark colors first, then small fine branches are painted and then the lighter parts.

                                  




                                  

                                    Paint the bushes not only in shades of green, but also with the red-brown color.

                                  




                                  

                                    In the last step I have applied shaded areas in the lower part of the image. with a soft round brush and low opacity (10%)
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                                    12. In the last step paint with a round soft brush and an opacity of 10% over the areas of the see.

                                  


                                


                              


                            


                          


                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        

                          

                            

                              

                                

                                  

                                    14 Pastel: Tiger
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                                      [image: ]


                                    




                                    

                                      


                                    




                                    

                                      

                                        1. Pastel paintings usually have a gray background, coarse paper, for the chalk pigment can stuck on it.

                                      




                                      

                                        Therefore create a new file with a gray background. The texture of the paper can be set via the MENU/FILTER/ARTISTIC/SCREEN. I have set the depth to "2".

                                      




                                      

                                        The pastel painting itself is very gentle and produces soft images, making it ideal for the drawing of a tiger's fur.

                                      




                                      

                                        [image: ]


                                      




                                      

                                        


                                      




                                      

                                        Paint from the beginning with a PASTEL-BRUSH. Draw the outline of it, and the dark areas of the fur with a brush in black color with an OPACITY of 70%.

                                      




                                      

                                        On the internet you will find many PASTEL BRUSHES for download. The most suitable are the brushes that are created as a BRUSH-PIPE" Try these out before using.
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                                        2. Work out the fur of the tiger with the PASTEL-BRUSH. First paint the dark areas, than the light ones.

                                      




                                      

                                        You can use the PASTEL-BRUSH with the MIXBRUSH if you have installed GIMP painter. The MIXBRUSH PAINTBRUSH has the advantage that it crossfade colors when painting. 

                                      




                                      

                                        If you have a reference photo, keep this open or deposit it as a layer with a low OPACITY.

                                      




                                      

                                        


                                      




                                      

                                        [image: ]


                                      




                                      

                                        


                                      




                                      

                                        3. In traditional pastel painting, the color pigments are blurred with the finger. In digital painting this effect can be done with the SMUDGE-TOOL.

                                      




                                      

                                        Use this tool together with the PASTEL-BRUSH of your choice and smudge the colors. First paint the dark areas of the head and the fur. 

                                      




                                      

                                        The gray of the background is automatically blurred with the fur. Darken the shading with black. The bright spots of light in this area will be drawn last. Paint the eyes and nose.
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                                        4. The background is primed with a larger scaled brush in different shades of green.

                                      




                                      

                                        Select a very soft brush for the background, so that it looks bleary in contrast to the image of the tiger. Blur the different greens with the SMUDGE-TOOL and an OPACITY of 50%.
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                                        5. In this step continue to work out the fineness of the fur. Accentuate with black and brown colors the shades of the fur. When doing, change the SCALE of the PASTEL-BRUSH on a correspondingly small size. Emphasize the bright spots.
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                                        6. Blur the grain of the fur gently with the smudge tool. The line direction should still be clearly seen.
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                                        7. In the last step the whiskers of the tiger are painted. To do this, take a small-scaled brush and the white color. Paint the grass in the foreground with a medium scaled brush. Always paint from dark to light colors.

                                      




                                      

                                        At last paint the shadows with a BIG ROUND SOFT BRUSH beside and below the Tiger. Use black color with a SCALING of 30%.

                                      


                                    


                                  


                                


                              


                            


                          


                        


                      


                    


                  


                


              


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              

                

                  

                    

                      

                        

                          

                            

                              

                                

                                  

                                    

                                      

                                        15 Pastel: Idylic scene at the riverside
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                                            This picture is painted with GIMP 2.8.
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                                            1. Create a new file and fill the background with the basis color. If you want to use a reference photo, open it and create a new layer, then colorize it in the background color, using the bucket fill tool.

                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            2. On a new transparent layer, a rough sketch of trees and shrubs will be created. If you use a photo as a reference basis, hide the colored in blue layer by CLICKING ON THE ICON SHOWING AN EYE and reduce the OPACITY of the photo to 50%. Paint the plants on the shore on the transparent layer with a pastel brush and OPACITY of about 65%. The reflections on the water are painted with vertical stroke direction and an OPACITY of about 40%.

                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            [image: ]


                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            3. Click again on the ICON SHOWING AN EYE of the blue background layer. This will make your painting on the transparent layer visible.

                                          




                                          

                                            To paint the plants on the shore go on working with the SMUDGE-TOOL and the preset SMUDGE-ROUGH. For the reflections on the water paint with the preset SMUDGE-SOFT, also in vertical direction.

                                          




                                          

                                            Leave a narrow strip of the light blue background color. With this light strip the river bank is highlighted.

                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            [image: ]


                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            4. Duplicate the layer of this sketch, rename the new layer and hide the view of this two layers. We will continue painting on the new one at a later step.
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                                            5. Open a new transparent layer to paint the grasses in the foreground.

                                          




                                          

                                            The shadow areas are created with a LARGE SCALED PASTEL BRUSH and an OPACITY of 60% with the darkest green. For the grasses reduce the scale of the brush again and paint in varying green.
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                                            The blossoms of the grasses I painted with the same brush and small strokes in a bright orange and then with white. Each having an OPACITY of about 60%.
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                                            6. Make a layer visible, on which the background vegetation is seen to have a general overview of the current effect of the painting.
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                                            7. Paint the clouds on a new transparent layer.

                                          




                                          

                                            You may use preset CLOUD BRUSHES and paint with an OPACITY of about 30%.
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                                            Or paint the fine clouds with a PASTEL BRUSH in very low OPACITY in white on the blue of the background.

                                          




                                          

                                            As this is a picture of a hot summer day, only a few wispy clouds should be visible in the sky in your painting.
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                                            8. Make the layer with the blue background visible and paint the horizon stripes in white with an OPACITY of 20%. The sky is directly on the horizon brighter than at the zenith.

                                          




                                          

                                            Don't forget to save your work!
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                                            9. In this step, we will paint on the duplicated layer of the sketch.

                                          




                                          

                                            Use a very small scaled PASTEL BRUSH and draw the trunks and branches of trees in the foreground and background with dark green.

                                          




                                          

                                            With a larger SCALE, the foliage is painted now. Start with the dark green and dark orange for the background and put the lighter color over it. Paint in a circular motion and work the curves out of the FOLIAGE.

                                          




                                          

                                            The reflections on the water are also reinforced, paint again in the vertical direction.

                                          




                                          

                                            The foliage of the tree in the left foreground must be more clearly painted as the background, so that a depth perspective arises. Here also first paint the dark leaves, then paint the lights with bright green.

                                          




                                          

                                            On the surface of the lake, some small white lines are painted with an OPACITY of about 10%. Also emphasize the edge of the lake in WHITE.
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                                            10. Create a new transparent layer and then paint the umbrella and the people. Enlarge the image view to do it.
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                                            11. In a final step I darkened the shadow areas of the image a little bit.

                                          




                                          

                                            For this I duplicated the blue background layer and painted the shade on this new level with the dark green and a SCALING of 20%.

                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            I added more shadow areas on the layer on which I painted the plants.

                                          




                                          

                                            


                                          




                                          

                                            If you join all the layers of the image, delete the originals of the layers which you have duplicated, to avoid color overlay.
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