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Introduction

	 

	Welcome to the life of knowing your calling, vision and assignment.

	 

	Begin by saying this to yourself as loud as you can:

	 

	I am created for a special plan and purpose by God.

	I am created to make a difference. 

	I am made to matter. I will acknowledge my destiny and life purpose.

	 

	I will discover my purpose. 

	I will be committed to my destiny.

	I will affect my generation. 

	I will fulfill my life purpose. 

	 

	The me I see is the me I will become.

	I believe it.

	I receive it.

	I will live it.

	



	

Chapter 1

	Life without Impact; Missed Destiny

	 I get sad whenever I read about the godly men and women in the Bible who missed their destiny. God chose a destined work or ministry for each of them but they ended up aborting His plan. They started out right, moving for a while in the power of their calling. But in the end, they died in shame and ruin, missing God's destiny for their lives! Now, let’s consider some men that missed their destiny. 

	 

	Saul

	Saul was a man who missed his destiny! God Himself chose Saul to lead Israel out of bondage of the Philistines. When the prophet Samuel first laid eyes on Saul, the Lord said, "...Behold the man whom I spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people" (1 Samuel 9:17). The Lord was saying, "Take a good look, Samuel. This is the man I have chosen to lead Israel!" Samuel didn't choose Saul. Nor did Israel choose him at this time. Rather, God said, "I have appointed this man!" 

	 

	The Bible says of Saul: "And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy...and shalt be turned into another man" (1 Samuel 10:6). Indeed, Saul was transformed by God's touch on his life: "...God gave him another heart..." (Verse 9). Then Samuel said something wonderful to him: "...God is with thee"(verse 7). In other words: "Go with confidence, Saul, for God is with you!" Here was a man appointed by God, moved upon by the Holy Spirit, gifted with a spirit of prophecy, destined by God to lead Israel and God was with him. What more wonderful things could be said about him? And Saul started out right. 

	 

	For a while he lived his destiny, walking in the fear of God. He quickly won a great battle against the Ammonites. And the people came home praising God, saying: "...Who is he that said, Shall Saul reign over us? Bring the men, that we may put them to death. And Saul said, there shall not a man be put to death this day: for today the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel"(1Samuel 11:12-13). Saul was appointed king over Israel. Yet, one of the most tragic pictures in all of Scripture is when this man began to fall apart. He had walked in his destiny for only a short time yet God fully intended that Saul live out his days with the Lord's blessing. He had desired that Saul be remembered as the man who delivered Israel from the bondage of the Philistines. 

	 

	But Saul missed his destiny! He began to disintegrate, caving in to his need for human applause and acceptance. He made compromises to attain these things and he missed the plan God had for him. It is so sad to see Saul toward the end of his life. As he faced one of Israel's greatest military battles, his heart smote him with fear. He ended up consulting with the evil witch of Endor! He told her, "...God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams..."(1 Samuel 28:15).

	 

	By Saul's own confession, God was no longer with him. What a chilling, frightful thought! A person can be called to a great, divine purpose, walking in God's blessing and anointing and then suddenly go off on a tangent, serving himself and ending up abandoned by God. That is the picture of Saul here. This king ended up prostrating himself before a witch. And he died in shame forsaken by God. These words might easily have been written on his tombstone: "The man who missed his destiny." 

	 

	Samson 

	Samson was another man destined to greatness for God but he missed his destiny! His destiny was known before he was born. According to Scripture, "...he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines"(Judges 13:5). Angels announced this man's birth, giving his parents detailed instructions on how to raise him. Samson was to be a Nazarite - meaning, he was to be given completely to God's service for his entire lifetime. He was never to drink wine or cut his hair. And he was never to touch anything dead. He couldn't even go to the funeral of a near relative. Samson was raised under strict training. 

	 

	And at a young age he experienced the moving of God's Spirit upon him: "...the Spirit of the Lord began to move him at times..."(verse 25). I know what that is like. The Holy Spirit first moved on me at an old-fashioned camp meeting. And He continued to move on me. In those days, I would go into my room and pray, and I would feel God's Spirit come upon me. I ask you what is the first thing the Holy Spirit does when He moves us? He convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment. Then He guides, comforts and teaches us. And He prays through us with cries, groaning, and supplications. 

	 

	You can be sure God's Spirit convicted Samson. And the boy was also taught, guided and comforted by the Spirit. If you had met Samson when he was just nine or ten years old, he might have told you, "God said I am someone special. They say an angel announced my birth. I've had God's Spirit on me, and He has called me to be a Nazarite. One day I'm going to help Israel become a free country!" Samson knew he had a destiny. He was born for a purpose - to begin Israel's deliverance from bondage to the Philistines! And for twenty years, Samson walked in the authority of his destiny. 

	 

	He judged Israel. And he harassed the Philistines, bringing a ray of hope to the nation. You have to understand here Samson's strength was not in his hair, but in the moving of God's Spirit upon him. Scripture says the Holy Spirit would come upon Samson, and he would do exploits. Without the Spirit, Samson would have been as weak as you or I. 

	 

	God had fully intended to bless the rest of Samson's years with greater victories. His Spirit would remain upon him to his dying hour. History would say of Samson, "He was faithful to the end. He did all that God appointed for him - living and dying in honour to the Lord. He fulfilled his destiny!”

	 

	But not so! Samson aborted his destiny because his heart was black with sin! He kept up an outward holiness, but he chased after harlots. When he went down to see Delilah, he knowingly flirted with danger. Although the Spirit moved upon him, this man never allowed the Spirit to touch his inner man. Samson had no truth dwelling within him. 

	 

	Here is yet another tragic picture of a man who missed his destiny. After twenty years of walking in God's calling, Samson began to degenerate. He became a sensuous man and he lost the respect of his own people. Samson should have lived out his days in dignity, as a vessel of honor. There should have been one victory after another for this man and for Israel. We should be able to read of how Samson built strength upon strength, and grew in the power and anointing of God's Spirit. Instead, we read of a man who ended up one of the most pitiful weaklings in biblical history. In the end, we saw Samson strapped into a harness like a dumb ox, grinding away at a Philistine mill. His eyes were gouged out, and he lost all his strength. He was the laughingstock of the heathen. And his own people turned against him. 

	 

	Even on his dying day, when Samson brought down the Philistine temple, it was not a great victory. Why? His desire was all about personal revenge. His prayer that day wasn't about avenging the name of God. Rather, he prayed, "God, give me strength one more time - that I may avenge my eyes!" Samson died in utter deception, having missed his destiny. His tombstone also might have read, "The man who missed his destiny." 

	



	


Solomon

	Another man who missed his destiny was Solomon. If ever there appeared to be a man of destiny, it was Solomon. He was the wisest, richest, most respected man of his time. And his destiny was clearly laid out for him. He would be the king who once and for all rid Israel of idolatry! Solomon promised both his father and the Lord that he would bring down every idol in the land. For a while, Solomon walked in his destiny. At one point, the visiting Queen of Sheba was breathless at the mere sight of Solomon's reverence as he ascended to the temple.

	 

	But something happened in Solomon's life and he too missed his destiny! This man amassed some 900 wives and concubines, many from other nations. Soon, the man who had been called to rid Israel of idolatry had become an idolater. He accompanied one wife after another to their temples, bowing before heathen idols. Solomon ended up missing his destiny. He became an immoral man, disillusioned, and decrepit. He entered eternity crying, "All is vanity and vexation of spirit. It's worthless!" 

	 

	King Uzziah

	Like Solomon, King Uzziah also missed his destiny. This man had come to the throne at age sixteen, destined to be one of the greatest kings of Judah. He received counsel from the prophet Zechariah. He received visions from the Lord. God mightily blessed him.

	 

	The Bible says Uzziah sought the Lord and God made him to prosper and become strong: "And God helped him..." (2 Chronicles 26:7). "...And his name spread far abroad; for he was marvelously helped, till he was strong"(verse 15). He was anointed of God. He brought about revival in the land, tearing down idols and walking according to God's Word. When this bold king rode his chariot down the streets, he was given awe and respect. He received gifts and tributes from all over the world. But, Scripture says: "...when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar of incense" (verse 16). Pride overcame this man of destiny. 

	 

	He wanted to be priest as well as king! Beloved, I advise you to stay within your calling. In disobedience, Uzziah entered the temple and began to wave the incense before the altar. He received a rebuke for this and when he pointed an angry finger in response, his hand immediately began to wither. He suddenly became leprous. Uzziah had to be cast out of the temple of God! Oh, what a great shame it was that one of the greatest, richest kings in Judah's history had to live in solitude. He was taken to a small house where he spent the rest of his days as a leper: 

	 

	"And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the Lord..." (Verse 21). Uzziah died in isolation cut off from every blessing of God! When this once-great man died, multitudes should have been gathered around him. His passing should have been an honor to the Lord's name. Instead, he died a near-unknown man, his body eaten up with leprosy. 
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