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  What readers are saying




  




  “After all that Christ has done to reconcile us to the Father, some Christians still live their lives feeling at odds with God. They've greatly undervalued the amazing work of the cross. In his book 'God is Not Mad at You' my friend Dave Jones exposes the lies and expounds the truth that will set you free. Warning! Though Dave is 'out of the box,' rest assured, he's INTO the Book!”




   




  Eddie Smith




  cofounder and president of the U.S. Prayer Center




   




  “I have read God Is Not Mad At You. Since then I have looked at life in an entirely different way. For a long time I had thought that God punishes you and makes you go through tough times to teach you lessons. The teachings and Scripture David presents in this book have shown me that God is loving and forgiving. No matter how many times you stumble He will always love you and be there for you. Now I know for a fact if I stumble I don't have to beat myself up for it in an attempt to build a stronger relationship with God.”




   




  Gilbert A.




  Houston, TX




   




  “David's writing will push you beyond well-worn Christian clichés and challenge you to action. If you have yet to believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, David will introduce you to a world of faith where God's grace will give you the power to live a purposeful life. If you are feel that you have stumbled beyond the possibility of restoration, believe the title of this book. It's true--God is not mad at you. He's waiting to lovingly restore you!"




   




  Jean M.




  Houston, TX
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  DEDICATION




  I want to dedicate this 2nd Edition again to my lovely wife, Robbye, whose remarkable recovery from many years of spiritual oppression has launched her into an enormous supporting role in our ministry. Through her understanding of The Power of Grace ™ she has brought hope into the lives of other oppressed women who cross her path. I include our daughter, Rachel, in this dedication who as a child felt even more hopeless living under the same spiritual condemnation and harsh control that was taught in the church we attended. She held on to hope that what I was teaching her about the love and grace of Jesus was the truth. Today she walks in this truth of grace and exhibits a quiet strength to her teammates at college.




  




  I am including Mary Jane, my mother-in-law in this dedication who lives with us today. She had been a member of the same church for a few years before we joined. She also left before we did because of some of the false teachings at this church, which will be discussed later in this book. Her choice to leave also meant total separation from her only daughter and granddaughter Rachel. About six months before we left this church, with some opposition from the leadership, we chose to bring her into our home where I began the lengthy process of helping her understand the truth of God’s grace.




  As a family, we spent seventeen years in a well-intentioned, but almost cultic, and misguided church stuck in legalism and control. Although the blood of Jesus and forgiveness for sins was preached, over time the legalism that was mixed in grew to be the predominant topic for sermons, which produced severe religious fear and performance-based living. I am blessed to say the church has since made a huge turn for the better and has a new pastor, full of the grace of God who is now leading them on their journey into the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.




  Grace mixed with legalistic teaching perverts and inhibits one from building a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and our heavenly Father; it causes one to look to church hierarchy as his connection and blessing to God. This church was even taught that if someone left the church, “the blessings of God” would be lifted from their lives, and they would be out of God’s will. The person leaving would be in rebellion and therefore open themselves up to the Devil’s attacks. He would have freedom to torment them because they had walked away from God’s protection, “that protection” being from “that” particular church.




  After Mary Jane left the church, we were encouraged by our pastors and most of the church leaders at that time to not have fellowship with her; living by herself and without her family or friends to talk to, she held on for years to hope that God was not mad at her.




  We, too, left this church a few years later and lost almost every friendship of seventeen years we had made; they were encouraged as well to not have fellowship with our family because we were now in the Devil’s territory. How sad; we simply left this particular church, we didn’t leave God or deny our precious Savior Jesus Christ!




  God has since performed miracles in my wife, daughter, and mother-in-law; healing them emotionally of this spiritual abuse. In addition, Robbye received physical healing from multiple sclerosis. Their joy in the Lord was restored, and my wife is a huge strength to me. She not only overcame the lies of self-doubt and condemnation preached to her through legalism, but her heart and love is secured in God’s grace. She is able to comfort anyone who is going through hardship in life. My daughter, as I mentioned earlier, now has an inner strength and trust in God’s love which has held her through some tough times at college and she has become a strong encouragement to others. My mother-in-law still lives in our home and has spiritually grown in the revelation of God’s unconditional love for her and His children. She stands beside us as we teach against the doctrines of man that keeps our fellow Christians in religious bondage. Instead of teaching the rules of a religion, we teach and encourage people how to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through the message of God’s grace and love. Mary Jane is now a true spiritual mother in the church.




  The revelation of the grace of God through the cross was refreshing and rejuvenated our family’s love for God, ourselves, and others. Today, there is joy in our hearts, in our home, as well as forgiveness because we do not hold offense toward this church. We know now that the enemy was the root of the spiritual abuse. God has restored us through His unconditional love and unmerited favor!




  My definition of religion, for the purpose of this book is as follows: spending effort following mans rules and regulations that do not have biblical foundation, or following biblical text taken out of context, especially when the focus is put on man’s efforts or actions instead of, or congruent with, Jesus and His perfect work on the cross. As you read this book, remind yourself that God is no respecter of persons. If He is going to love, comfort, encourage, and lift our heads through His grace, He will do the same for you and all of His children. No, God is not mad at you!




  PREFACE




  Years ago, I chose to study and preach out of the New King James Version of the Bible. This is the closest translation of the King James Version and the NKJV’s wording is easier to read today. Many other translations are good attempts of both translation and explanation. However, once man takes the living Word of God and tries to pigeon hole it into our Western understanding, the potential of misunderstanding is great. There are several other Bible translations that have complete verses missing. Some Bibles sold today have gone off in completely different directions from the truth. Just because the cover of the book reads “Bible” does not mean it is the true Word of God.




  




  When you take time to study, get a good NKJV and a KJV to cross-reference. I also encourage you to get Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance by James H. Strong. This book is a complete and unabridged dictionary of the Hebrew and Greek words used in the King James translation. I have found that the translation of Hebrew and Greek into a single English word either misses or does not complete the overall feel and context of the original text. The Old Testament is an ancient Eastern religion, the New Testament is the establishment of an ancient Eastern based relationship with our Lord and Savior; and we try to fit them both into our Western world of understanding. Changing the wording to fit us will never benefit us. Adjusting our lives to conform to God’s Word will give us life abundantly. Finally, and most importantly, receive the Holy Spirit. He wants more than anything to reveal His truth to His children.




  Every Christian stumbles in his walk with Jesus-no one is perfect in deed. The church however, has put a name on it: “backslider.” This term brings in condemnation and finger-pointing. Remember that even if you don’t do everything right in your walk with Christ, you are not a loser. The two kinds of people that have lost are the ones that never come to Jesus in the first place and those that never pick themselves back up then move forward in Christ when they do stumble. Get back up on your feet and don’t let the “modern-day Pharisees” tell you any different. God is not mad at you




  
THE ORIGINAL LIE





  Satan comes as a thief in the night to kill steal and destroy. John 10:10




  




   




  From the late sixties to the mid-seventies Charles grew up in front of the TV watching every episode of Laugh-In and Hee Haw with his family. One thing he remembered from Hee Haw was Buck Owens and three other men singing, “Doom, despair, and agony on me; if it weren’t for bad luck I’d have no luck at all”. The family would all laugh, but Charles would catch himself singing that same song when something would go wrong in his life. He told me he could still hear Flip Wilson’s voice in his mind from Laugh-In. Flip would dress up like a woman and tell some of the funniest stories from a woman’s point of view of bad things she had done. But the one thing that continued to ring in Charles’ ears was Flip Wilson’s closing comment, “The Devil made me do it”. As he grew older there was a small part of him that believed if something could go wrong it would. And if something did go wrong and he let a curse word slip out of his mouth, his grandma would say, “Boy that Devil’s got your tongue, you had better get him out of there”. She said that so often he began to believe her. Growing up he also went to an old Southern Baptist church with his grandparents and all he ever heard the preacher say was “how this old world was going to hell and the Devil was in every step of it”. Charles told me he grew up thinking the Devil was everywhere, and was the one who caused all the problems in this world. In his early thirties he started going to a Charismatic church and remembers hearing “this world is going to hell and the Devil is in every step of it. That’s why Jesus gave the church the power to bind and loose and if we don’t bind him up and cast him out of people’s lives he will stay there forever causing them to sin”.




  Satan is not omnipresent. He cannot make you do anything unless you are willing. He can and does twist God’s Word by taking it out of context in an effort to cause Christians to stumble. He can listen to your comments and through them know what you think. His original tool of deception is doubt. When the serpent came to Eve in the Garden of Eden, he knew the limitation on Adam and Eve regarding the Tree of Knowledge. He knew they were told that if they ate of this tree that they would surely die. In Genesis 3:4, we read the first lie: “You will not surely die.”




  Once Satan caused Eve to doubt the very Word of God, he won. The problem today is that from that point in time man fell from fellowship with God. Man’s carnal mind was and is enmity toward God (Romans 8:7). Satan no longer needs to create doubt in our minds; it is already there. But unlike Eve, Christians have a choice as to the amount of time they spend with God in His Word. Those who have received the Holy Spirit have His Spirit in them ready for constant communication. This is how a Christian can fall short in his walk with God, by not fully understanding God’s Word. This will set him up for deception.




  Unbelief, which is the fruit of doubt, kept the children of Israel from entering into the Promised Land




   




  “And you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free” was a statement made popular by Martin Luther King Jr., but originally spoken by Jesus as an encouragement to know the Word of God (John 8:32). It was unbelief that kept the children of Israel from entering in to the Promised Land when God first led them out of Egypt to Canaan Land.




   




  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief (Hebrews 3:19)




   




  Unbelief, which is the fruit of doubt, caused them to wander in the desert for forty years instead of living in the Promised Land of abundance God wanted for them. Notice this point: God wants us to live in abundance, not in poverty. I am not going into a prosperity teaching, but the Word of God is very clear: God’s desire for His children is yes and amen. Once a person accepts Jesus as their Lord and Savior, He considers them His child. The Apostle Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 1:20 “for all the promises of God in Him are yes, and in Him amen.” 2 Corinthians 1:19 declares Jesus Christ is the “in Him” referenced in verse twenty. Romans chapter eleven paints the picture of us being “grafted in” to the vine of His chosen people the Israelites. This means the very promises He gave to the children of Israel and to Abraham are also for us today. God never says maybe to a promise. His promises are always yes to His children. When a Christian falls short in knowing the full Word of God including His promises, unbelief will set in during difficult times in life. Unbelief breeds doubt and it is the doubt that keeps us from receiving the answers to our prayers, or moving in the authority God gave us as His children, it’s not God holding us back.




  Satan tried to use his original lie, causing doubt, on Jesus after He was in the desert for forty days without food and water. In Matthew 4:3, we read, “Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, if you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”




  We may think we know the Word of God, but what happens when we hear the word if or someone questions our belief by twisting the truth or quoting scripture out of context? Jesus did not show Satan that He was the Son of God by turning the stones into bread. This was not because He could not perform that miracle. He fed the four thousand and the five thousand with just a few loaves of bread and some fish. Food was not the issue here. The issue was Jesus having the truth of the Word of God in Him at the lowest point of His natural life until He went to the cross. Satan was trying to make Jesus look at the natural circumstances and tend to His own physical needs instead of trusting the Word of God which tells us that man does not live by bread alone, but by every Word of God (Luke 4:4). Many people will say that Jesus passed all of His tests in the wilderness only because He was God having come down to earth. True; Jesus was God having come in the flesh, but look at Philippians 2:8: “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”




  Who found Jesus in the appearance as a man? It certainly was not the Jewish leaders because they were not looking for their Messiah to be coming in the likeness of a man. That was the very reason they had such a hard time looking toward a man. Even while He performed miracles, they could not accept that He was their Messiah. In fact, no person was looking for the Messiah to be in the form of a man. It was Jesus that had to come to grips that His godly attributes were wrapped up in the flesh of man. The forty days in the wilderness without food or water was not to prove to man that He was the Son of God, but was to secure Jesus in who He was while here on earth.




   




  Christians must grasp the fact that we are spiritual beings stuck in this body of flesh




   




  Just as Jesus had to grasp the fact that He was a spiritual being confined to these earthly elements, Christians must grasp the fact that we, too, are new spiritual beings stuck in this body of flesh. Life is not about taking care of our fleshly desires, and nothing will scream louder to a man than his hunger. If you go on a fast, either by choice or due to outside conditions, you will learn how loud your fleshly desires are. Instead of turning the stones into bread to take care of His flesh, He knew the Word of God was more important to live by. Jesus chose godly truth over temporary relief. Also, by learning who He truly was spiritually eliminated the natural human desire to prove it. An insecure person is always ready to prove who he is. A person who has a godly confidence of their acceptance into the body of Christ does not need to prove anything. Turning the stones into bread would have been a display of power. Signs and wonders are for non-believers to see, leading them to God. They are not a display of power to prove who you are to Satan or to satisfy yourself.




  Doubt, which breeds unbelief, not our sins is our greatest potential for downfall. Our five senses, when left uncontrolled, will always lead to doubt. The debt of our sin has been paid for by the blood of Jesus. Most Christians today can quote John 3:16; after all, everybody sees this verse at college and professional football games. Most Christians, however, do not know the verses that come before and after verse sixteen.




   




  No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:13–18)




   




  These very words were spoken by Jesus and clearly state that He was God having come down to earth in the flesh and that the sins of all man would be paid for. Unbelief in the name of Jesus would be the condemning factor that keeps a sinner trapped in his sins, not the sins themselves. Does this mean that no one will go to hell? No! Every person’s sins were paid for by the blood of Jesus, but only those who accept and confess Him and His free gift, receive the redemption. “He who believes in His Son will not be condemned” (John 3:18). That is as plain as the nose on one’s face. Yet the church world is so caught up in “sinner, sinner” and the fear of backsliding that there is no rest or peace in the lives of many Christians.




   




  God remembers your sins no more




   




  Hebrews 8:12 and 10:17 are direct quotes from Jeremiah 31:34: “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” God does not remember our sins, past, present, or future and this is forever. “Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin” (Hebrews 10:18). When the Word of God tells us there is no other remission for sin than the blood of Jesus, why do so many Christian denominations have such a long list of repenting actions and works of righteousness? They have bought the lie! This leaves the sincere believer in a state of bewilderment.




  I am not talking about the person that only goes to church, as if that action alone is some form of rabbit’s foot. That kind of person may not feel beat up from falling short of the godly requirements placed on him, as does the sincere believer. The church, as a whole, seems to have taken on the role of the older son in the story of the Prodigal Son. There is often a request for punishment for the backslider when they try to make their way back to God. Many who have backslidden to the depths of the lost Prodigal Son hear the voice of the accuser of the brethren through fellow believers.




  This results in a sense that God is mad at them. Can you see what is going on? Satan is using the mouth of a fellow believer to cast doubt about God’s love into the heart of a weakened Christian. Most people that attend church recognize this pressure to repentant on the fallen believer instead of showing them the grace of reconciliation. The origination of these fears seems to come from the pulpit.




  Why do people submit to false teachings under bad leadership from people like David Koresh and Jim Jones? Why did they submit to self-destruction? They believed the lie that they cannot receive grace directly from God. The lie that grace must come through their repentance through a man they supposed is of God. They believed the lie of earned salvation.




  Sadly enough, those people with this level of commitment and true desire to follow God were deceived. They got caught up following the man instead of learning the true Word of God for themselves. As farfetched as these two references may sound, this misleading and following of man is happening in church’s more than Christians believe.




  There may be several Christian based churches in this country where man’s doctrine has crept in and the members are following the preacher instead of the Word of God. This could even be happening right around the corner from you, or you may be reading this book and realizing you could be in one of those churches. I know—we were there. We watched many families over the years leave that church. I heard the message preached from the pulpit of their falling into perdition when they left the church. I witnessed most of the high school students that made bad choices in their last couple of years of school slip away after graduation. Others stayed hooked in their bad choices because they could never measure up to the preached requirements. Some tried to keep one foot in the church while the other was outside, only to find that they slipped further away. Those who tried to come back to the church were openly criticized for their sinful actions. Sometimes this happened from the pulpit, and other times from fellow believers, who pointed out the speck in their fallen brother’s or sister’s eye. Not one time did I see anyone else reach out to try to restore them? When I did, I was accused of “appeasing their flesh.”




  I watched one young lady slip away from her walk with God in her senior year. She fell in love later with what was considered a non-believer. She tried coming back to church and even brought her boyfriend. Their love grew, but when they decided to get married and make their living together right, her parents were quietly encouraged not to attend the wedding because of their daughter’s previous rebellion. The church leaders also used the argument that the young man had not made his confession of Jesus openly before the church. I personally spoke with him and knew he had accepted Jesus into his life, but he did not believe many of the things that were taught at that church (me either!). They were married without any support from that church and still tried to come back only to find resistance from the “children of God” in that church. I sure am glad God does not appoint man to be the gate keeper, although many assume that role while some even call themselves that.




  
SATAN’S STRONGEST TOOL





  One day Charles started telling me more about his life’s story. His parents had reared him in an Episcopal church, and his grandparents took him to their Southern Baptist church the weekends he stayed with them. The foundation of Charles’ morals came from his parents, and what he learned from these two different denominations he grew up under. At one point in his youth he even had thoughts of becoming an Episcopal priest when he grew up.




  




  Charles began making the wrong choices in life during his sophomore year in high school. One poor decision after another began to change his outlook on life and his beliefs. He married his high school sweetheart five weeks after graduation against his parent’s wishes. And by the time Charles was twenty three he had two sons and was living a double life of biker drug dealer on one hand, and husband father businessman on the other. The dark side finally caught up with him in the form of a drug deal that went horribly wrong.




  The year Charles turned twenty three he buried his father, his wife filed for divorce, and the legal complications from the bad drug deal sent him to prison. In hindsight Charles says this was the best thing that could have happened to him. Between his initial arrest that neither his mom nor wife knew about, and several months later when he was finally sentenced to prison, Charles ended up meeting a man who led him to Jesus and he became born-again.




  That was something he was never taught in Episcopal Sunday school and the Baptist preacher was always yelling so he daydreamed most of those Sundays. At the encouragement of a girl he had begun seeing after his wife kicked him out and just before his trial, Charles attended a large Baptist church with her and he liked what the preacher was saying. A couple of Sundays later he answered the altar call where he told the pastor of the man who had led him to his confession of Jesus as Lord and Savior. That Sunday night during service, Charles was baptized.




  As he sat in the pew waiting to be baptized his mind was whirling with thoughts of his life from just four months ago. Charles and two biker friends had crashed a small plane in the fields about eighty miles south of his hometown and on board were several kilos of Cocaine plus illegal weapons. It looked like a scene from a movie, and one of his friends died in that crash. “Why was he still alive? Why did that one DEA agent pray for him and not the other man that night at the crash? He knew he would be sentenced to prison, but what kind of life would he have and how long would he be there? Fear was consuming him when he heard the pastor call his name to come down for baptism. At that moment a peace he had never known comforted him and he knew that somehow all of this would be okay. Three weeks later at his trial Charles was sentenced to fifteen years in prison.




  For reasons unknown to Charles until years later, God had been working miracles behind the scenes. He had accepted a plea bargain at the trial, but was still looking at a long tern prison sentence. What he did not know was that his stay had been shortened to just six months, after which he would be released and placed on parole. Upon release from prison the legal system did move him to another city and he actually received a second chance in life.




  This new city was enormous compared to the city he grew up in. He was familiar with this large city; he had made several large drug purchases there to take back north to his hometown. He also knew one older couple who had been friends of his parents. He visited them often for comfort. A short time after his arrival he started visiting different Baptist churches. Not wanting to go to a small Southern Baptist church like his grandparents attended, he started “church shopping”. He had two criteria, big and friendly. Charles quickly settled on the First Baptist Church and after a few services he went up at the altar call and told the pastor he had been born-again and wanted to join his church.




  Over the next ten years, Charles grew miserable because he had bought the lie that God was mad at him because of his past and even some of his current life choices. Although he no longer used or dealt drugs or alcohol, Charles was still self-centered, at times at other’s expense. He was clean cut on the outside, but didn’t know how to change his thinking, which led him to begin doubting his salvation. Eight years into his new “born-again” life he began to attend Bible studies in addition to going to church twice a week. He thought more religious activity would be better. It wasn’t. It only caused him greater grief, and to doubt his salvation even more as he concluded how displeased God must be with him.




   




  If Satan can keep you in doubt, then God cannot move


  through you here on Earth




   




  If Satan can keep a believer in doubt about their salvation through the twisting of God’s Word, or taking it out of context, then God is not able to use that person here on earth. I have found that some Christians have never realized how strong the Pharisees resisted Jesus’s message of God’s grace. Satan has used the mouth of people in the church to keep other people out of church, or at least in bondage to the works of the church. Here we are nearly two thousand years later still allowing the enemy not only to continue, but succeed. The Holy Spirit needs God’s children to effectively move through, bringing the grace and salvation message to others. God is not looking for reasons to punish man, nor to keep him out of heaven. Ephesians 5:25–27 paints the picture of Jesus Himself purifying His church by His blood.




   




  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25–27)




   




  Paul was not using God’s Word just to help husbands be better husbands. True, that is needed, but God was showing us through these verses how pure the church (the body of Christ, God’s children, believers) truly is as a result of the blood of Jesus. To be pure is not a result of how righteous we act. Our acts of godliness should be as a result of our understanding of His love for us, and not an act to gain His love.




   




  Christian’s are to be an expression of Jesus to the world




   




  Galatians 4:6 tells us that Christians have been adopted as sons, and God has sent forth the Spirit of Jesus to live in us. Jesus tells us in John 14:12 that those who believe in Him, greater works will they do. From these two verses along with several others it is clear we are to be an expression of Jesus to the world. We are to continue His work here on earth. Christians are not meant to stay inside their church praying for God to bring in people that will walk with them. This is another lie the enemy uses to keep God’s children in captivity. I call it church implosion, and this, too, is causing the body of Christ to suffer.




  We are called to preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick as Jesus told His disciples to do in Matthew, chapter 10; and Luke, chapter 9. How else will non-believers see the goodness of God that leads people to repentance, (Romans 2:4), unless we first overcome the lies of having to live perfectly sinless lives before the Lord, and our doubt that His Word will work for us? Christian friends on occasion come to me and ask that I pray for healing for one of their coworkers, friends, or family members. When I ask if they laid hands on them and prayed for the healing I typically got the same answer, “no God may not hear my prayer like He will yours. I haven’t lived as good of a life before Him as you.” Keep in mind I am still talking about Satan’s strongest tool used to keep us in bondage. And my life has not been the stellar life they may believe. But God’s Word is true for all who do not doubt.




  Causing doubt in God’s Word and believing the lie of unworthiness are the greatest tools of the enemy. After a believer obtains salvation, doubt often comes in as result of being taught that they have the ability to lose their salvation as a result of their fleshly actions. This has had such a stronghold on believers throughout church history that great doctrines have been developed in an effort to help man hold on to something tangible to prove their salvation. Every Christian knows of the New Covenant as found in the New Testament, but there is a greater separation between the Old Testament and the New Testament than just one blank page. If we continue buying the lie of living a life according to the Old Testament requirements to please God instead of living in the power and authority a believer has today through the grace of God, then we are counting the blood of Jesus and the New Testament fulfillment as nothing. Can you begin to see how the original lie of doubt is keeping God’s children from fulfilling our call to be an expression of Jesus to this world?
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