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			Synopsis of My


			10 BOOKS


			Book 1. Integral Pastoral Care In Ghana: Proposals For Healing In The Asante Context


			What  is  “Pastoral   Care”?  Many  authorities   differently define Pastoral Care. The Encyclopedia of Christianity defines it as the ministry of care and counseling by pastors, chaplains, and other religious leaders to members of their church or congregation, or to anyone within institutional settings, with a focus on healing, reconciling, guiding, and sustaining.


			Kate Stone Lombardi, in her article, titled “Chaplains as Comforters,”in the New YorkTimes of July 20,2003,says,“While doctors and nurses at the Westchester Medical Center here work on the bodies of patients, there is another group of people – the hospital chaplains, who work with their spirits.” She lists some of the many services provided by the Pastoral Care Giver in a hospital setting as enumerated in my book and concludes on the note that “Chaplains see human emotions at their raw… They work with people whose bodies are ravaged… These Chaplains say that to see a medical crisis brings on a spiritual crisis.


			Book 2 : The “Culture Of Silence” Contributes To Perpetuating Domestic Violence: A Case Study Of Family Life In The Brong Ahafo Region Of Ghana


			The main topic for the research  is  domestic  violence with women and children as the apparent victims; the perpetrators and the bystanders in the  community are the key players. The interviewees are Catholic couples from the Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana and now living in Chicago. Their experiences (Chapter 1) based on scientific analysis with statistical figures enriched the research. The Ghanaian culture (Chapter 2) is good but at the same time has certain aspects that are abusive to many in their families. The “culture of silence” is thus entrenched in the very culture.


			Komonchak, Cozzens, the African Synod, the Ghana Bishops’ Conference and other writers on the Catholic Church (Chapter 3) raised interesting but crucial issues for consideration to bring about healthy church life and overall positive change in Ghana as a whole and the Brong Ahafo Region in particular. The Pastoral Response (Chapter 5) has available local resources for the victim, the perpetrator, the family, the church, the community/ bystanders, and the nation/Ghana. The outcome of the above engagement with my audience calls for a new praxis that is positive and transformative for societal growth.


			Book 3: Spiritual Mentorship For Pastors And Church Leaders Today


			My timely book seeks to, among others, appreciate and congratulate  all  men  and  women  of  God  in ministry,


			and encourage them for their continued dedication in leading the flock under their care as “Chief Shepherds.” Bravo! On a more concerned and passionate note, the book seeks to equip the pastor/leader with some basic ministerial skills for sound, fruitful, untiring, and ever-lasting soul-impacting ministry, devoid of any  abuses  either  covertly or overtly. My other  aim is to challenge the pastor/leader to be professional and current for contemporary ministry because society is becoming more scientific, technological, academic, intellectual, argumentative, and above all, critical and skeptical. Our local communities are increasingly becoming more violent, confused, frustrated, socially darker and gloomy, stressful, and uncontrollable. The pastoral services of the pastoral leaders thus become inevitable, crucial, and critical because communities look up to the spiritual leader.


			Book 4: Testimonies Today Tributes Tomorrow


			When all three phenomena, namely, culture, theology, and spirituality, work harmoniously in the life of the believer, balance –physical,emotional,and spiritual stability is the outcome. Peace and joy within oneself, self-confidence, respect, and love for God and humans lead to satisfaction, as well as hopeful and faithful (faith in God) life, all of which will eventually result  in a compelling soul-impacting life and great testimony. This kind of testimony is easily seen, read, and either written by others (biography) or self-written (autobiography). The individual must hear the testimony today, but not as a tribute at death tomorrow. So, I say, “Testimonies Today Tributes Tomorrow.”


			Book 5: Pastoral Care & Holistic Ministry:The Dynamics Of The Private Life, The Professional Life & The Public Life Of The Pastor/Leader


			To be pastoral is to create a sacred space and time for the other person who needs support. The caregiver is fully present, listening critically and attentively to  locate  the “pastoral pillars” on the way for continued support. The pastoral caregiver should identify the root causes and pertinent, disturbing issues emanating from the body, soul, and spirit of the receiver of pastoral care. The book also focuses on the private, professional, and public lives of pastoral caregivers- pastors, church leaders, chaplains, counselors, psychotherapists, clinical  social  workers, spiritual  directors, health


			professionals, and similarly- situated others.


			May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again (1 Thess. 5:23, NIV ).


			Book 6: My Ministry Is Where My Misery Was


			Two words clearly stand out in the book title – “Ministry”and “Misery.” Two of my earlier books, “Spiritual Mentorship For Pastors and Church Leaders Today” and Pastoral Care and Holistic Ministry: The Private, Professional, and Public Lives of the Pastor/Leader,” have intensely dealt with and expatiated on ministry as a subject. I also discussed how the individual minister should respond to God’s Call upon one’s life, and the many challenges associated with the Call.


			This book simply narrows the discussion to ministers  who went through personal problems and challenges of life, which eventually gave birth to their present ministries. There are many such ministries out there, probably including yours. I am personally touched by the ministry of Tim Ryan, to whom I have dedicated this book to honor and appreciate for availing himself to be used of the Lord in setting free from all forms of addiction, many people, especially the youth in our homes, communities, schools, churches, and in many countries. Tim powerfully shares his personal testimony of liberation from addiction with many today. Thus, his present ministry was his past misery.


			“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to serve many people alive”(Gen. 50:20, NKJV ). Joseph’s past misery became his ministry that liberated an entire nation to the glory of God.


			Book 7: The Controlling Power Of The Mind: Renewing Your Mind Unto Victory


			According to James N. Watkins, “A river is able to cut through a rock not because it is powerful, but because of its persistency.” Persistent use of the brain is a great asset for both human and societal development. The book unearths what the best brain can do, especially when it is subjected to the authority of God’s Word, and is inspired and led by the Holy Spirit. As you read the book, you will find hidden revelation of the controlling power of the mind. In view of this, the author asks the question: What is the wealthiest place in the world in relation to the mind?


			The author lifts high the “banner” of the best brain, saying, “Abundant natural resources do not necessarily develop a nation; best brains do.The controlling power of the mind is unimaginable and impacts our everyday lives. The time to renew your mind unto victory is NOW.


			Book 8: African Punctuality”: Time Is Divine And Of The Greatest Essence


			The title of this book has evolved through my critical observation over the years about how some Africans, both home and in the diaspora, handle time. Time is central, critical, and crucial to our human existence.The Creator- God respected time very much in the creation account in Genesis Chapters 1 and 2.Time maximization and utilization leads to development and progress. Conversely, the misuse and misappropriation of time are “friendly” to poverty. The twenty-four hours divided into three segments of discussion and analysis in this book of mine tell the full story. What is “African Punctuality?” It is more than you think. Read more about it in this book.


			Lord Chesterfield, a British Statesman (1694-1773), says, “Know the true value of time, snatch, seize, and enjoy every moment of it. No idleness, no laziness, no procrastination. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. Whatever is worth doing at all is worth doing well. I recommend you to take care of the minutes, for the hours will take care of themselves.”


			Book 9: The Theology Of My Life: From Kintampo To Chicago


			The rationale behind the book title is simply to prove the faithfulness of God in my life as I chronologically chronicle and trace how far He has brought me.I am forever greatly grateful and thankful to God for how he has ordered every step of mine right from my mother’s womb in seclusion. Like the Prophet Jeremiah, God foreknew me before I was born ( Jer. 1:50).


			Among other things, the book establishes the fact that the plan of God ( Jer. 29:11) will always prevail and manifest to God’s glory and honor regardless of any human encumbrances and challenges. Precisely, it charts my life’s journey from Kintampo in the Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana to Chicago, Illinois, USA, indicating the major “theological pillars” on the way. It also locates and emphasizes the God story/factor (theology) from one accomplishment to another, not discounting the challenges that accompanied each success story.


			Oswald Chambers, a twentieth century Scottish Baptist and Holiness-Movement evangelist and teacher, best known for the devotional, My Utmost for His Highest, tells us that Faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is leading. Where will you spend eternity: heaven or hell? The author asks the reader respectfully. The book ends with a quote from Abraham Lincoln: “My concern is not whether God is on our side: My greatest concern is to be on God’s side, for God is always right.”


			Book 10: The Theology Of Telephone Technology Today


			The art of sending messages and communicating with each other is as old as the human race. It all started with our first parents, Adam and Eve (Gen. 3), and has evolved over time. Different generations had their way of sending messages, which worked perfectly at the time. For example, in traditional Africa in general and Ghana in particular, chiefs in the past sent important messages through their linguists (“Akyeame,” as they are called in Akan, a major Ghanaian unwritten language). From letter writing, we moved to the telegram technology.


			I believe that the old folks reading this book remember the “good old days” of sending a telegram (Morse code), with its accompanying fears and anxieties at the receiving end. From the telegram era came the fax machine generation, which was welcomed with amazement and astonishment at the time. Then came the “electronic-mail era,” which has profoundly and positively impacted humanity  with  information  technology to promote local, national, and international businesses and transactions. For sure, we are on a continued journey with the Creator God, who directs us to new inventions, discoveries, researches, technologies, and developments.


			Over time, sending messages has undergone dramatic and speedy metamorphosis to the amazement of all in the 21st century. Undoubtedly, technologically, our generation is the most blessed. I will in no way overlook or undervalue the God factor in all of this, hence the word “theology” in my book title to emphasize the centrality of “Divine Presence” in the acquisition of knowledge by humanity, especially during the end times as prophesied by Daniel (Dan. 12:4).


			Throughout the book, the author establishes the fact that God continuously searches for humanity for reconciliation, and the process demands a daily response and fellowship with Him through Bible study, prayer, and a life of holiness. It highlights the multiplicity of social, economic, and spiritual advantages and disadvantages of telephone technology, which networks with other systems to enhance efficiency and progress diversely.


			Indeed, the author speaks to the heart cry of God as he dials his “telephone of repentance” and pleads passionately with humans to respond to His love and the salvation provided in John 3:16


			“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (KIV ).


			The telephone number to Heaven is found in the book of Jeremiah 33:3:


			“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and un- searchable things you do not know.”


		




		

			
Dedication


			This book is dedicated to any African/Ghanaian who respects and honors time. We have come too far to retreat as a people with a common destiny and divine capabilities and potentialities too powerful (human and natural resources) to improve our situation. The over-dependence on other nations to develop our own must stop. Excellent time management, utilization, and maximization is the key to progress. Let us end the “African Punctuality” “endemic”/ epidemic.” A New Dawn of Hope is here and NOW.
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Foreword


			Time is the cornerstone of all human activities. Indeed, whatever we do on this earth is regulated by, and revolves around  time.  Endorsed  by  our  Creator-God Himself as the driving force behind (human)  rest, it is  the very phenomenon that He Himself also utilized after He had completed His heavens and the earth (Gen. 2:1-2). In my professional and personal life, I have been singled out by many as very disciplined about my timely presence in the classroom to teach, at a social gathering to deliver a speech and/or make a presentation, and the like. Unfortunately, however, that character trait is not an attribute of many Ghanaians and Africans, either in their respective countries or in the fast-paced diaspora, where they live or to which they have migrated, even when no heavy rainfall or snowfall precedes the event.
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