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Preface


      Europe in a perfect storm



    Jean-Dominique GIULIANI, Pascale JOANNIN


    

      The European Union continues to encounter greater and more violent crises as well as strategic surprises. The Russian war in Ukraine is the latest one in a series. However, it would seem that there are no more crises, only the acceleration of unforeseen events and profound changes. After the subprime crisis, Greek finances, Syrian refugees, the Covid pandemic, the spectre of war is back on the continent.


      All of these challenges are putting a strain on most EU policies and yet they confirm the relevance of the European project.


      In the face of these events, the European Union has made more progress in a few months than in thirty years.


      But it is paying for its delays and hesitations.


      It must revise many of its policies and resolutely project itself into a new and more brutal global world.


      

        The European Union has already come a long way


        In the health crisis, although the first response of states was a national one – closure of borders, competition for anti-virus tools – it quickly gave way to a common front in the acquisition and distribution of vaccines, of which the European Union quickly became the world’s largest producer and donor. Poor Member States turned to European cooperation. It worked.


        The subsequent recovery plan broke down many previously insurmountable taboos. NextGenerationEU, partly financed by joint borrowing, has paved the way for direct grants for the states most affected by the pandemic. This has never been done before. It has given concrete expression to a European solidarity that was thought to be regressing in all areas.


        Finally, the Russian war in Ukraine has been the occasion for a rapid and massive response in the adoption of severe sanctions against many Russian protagonists, sometimes to the detriment of Europe’s immediate economic interests. 


        The European Union has been much more reactive than it had been to date. Faced with the emergency, the “European reflex”, which was not present when dealing with the migratory wave of 2015, has been expressed in the strongest manner. The common institutions have understood that the time factor is a condition for demonstrating their effectiveness. 


        The rapid adoption of new, internationally focused rules came as a surprise. First by allowing the control of foreign investments, then by accepting joint loans and a pivotal role for the European Commission as a buyer of vaccines, then of gas. With the Digital Market Act and the forthcoming texts that will regulate digital activities across all 27 Member States have shown that the time has come for European regulations that are applicable to all players in the sector, regardless of their nationality. In terms of defence and diplomacy, Europeans have successfully adopted a “strategic compass”, the first step towards a genuine global strategy. The acceleration – that is unfortunately still too slow – of the consideration, at European level, of the need for European rearmament is the most recent development towards greater reactivity and effectiveness of European cooperation and institutions.


        In this respect, we might also positively note a turning point in European joint action, ‘rejuvenated’ by its recovery plan, but also in new fields of competence that were previously paused or unexplored, for example, support for disruptive technologies, space policy, quantum computing or the production of electronic components (Chip Act).


        Some may consider these developments to be insufficient, but no one can deny that they represent major breaks with the European Union’s previous practices and with its own rules, many of which have been on standby. There are also individual or bilateral initiatives by States that are clearly part of a European analysis, such as the “Airbus battery”, the European Cloud or the more or less concerted “hydrogen” plans, with the role of the Franco-German couple sometimes proving decisive.


        The fact remains that the European Union is paying for its tardiness, hesitation and divisions. This is particularly obvious in the field of energy and defence.


        The repeated refusal of all member states to build a common energy policy has caused damage that is now becoming apparent. The dependence on its suppliers, too long considered an asset for cooperation and the advancement of the rule of law in the East or the South, is now a considerable obstacle to its diplomatic room for manoeuvre.


        In terms of defence, the fact that the progressive construction of strategic autonomy, i.e. freedom of action, has been viewed as an attack on NATO, has hampered efforts to halt European disarmament and to build together a genuine European pillar of the Alliance. The Europeans have found themselves tailing their allies on the other side of the Atlantic, who are disinclined to get involved in Europe in a power struggle with Russia, since they are more preoccupied with their rivalry with China. The war in Ukraine has witnessed the United States and the United Kingdom at the forefront of the response to the war of aggression, both in terms of intelligence and analysis and in terms of tangible support for the Ukraine under attack.


        This situation demonstrates the complementarity between NATO and the European Union. The latter has the financial means to assist the aggressed Ukraine, while the former is efficient at military level. The arms deliveries financed by the European Union demonstrate both the limits of its action and the development of its rules. Unprecedented, they are transgressing the common rules allowing the member states to act individually. France, which currently holds the six-month presidency of the Council of the European Union, is maintaining the only Western channel of communication with the Russian dictator, the others, with Poland and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, guaranteeing that the European Union will not agree to let down a neighbour that is calling for help.


        

          The revision, development or launch of common European policies will therefore be the essential work of the Union in the near future


          Clearly, the European Green Deal would not withstand a prolonged war, or even a conflict involving more member states. The risk of this is significant. In such circumstances, where urgency takes precedence over long-term policies, there is a fear of repeated ‘forced’ exceptions to provisions already contested by some Member States. The European Union must adapt its policies before it is obliged to adopt an economy of war.


          The “taxonomy” that some Commissioners and the European Parliament are so fond of sought to exclude nuclear energy but finally agreed to include gas as a “transitional” energy. This flawed compromise should never have concerned nuclear energy, which contributes to Europe’s energy independence, nor should it have included gas, which everyone now wants to get rid of or for which they are urgently considering changing suppliers. The defence industries, which are also being side-lined, should be expressly excluded from the same initiatives. 


          In agriculture, the fate of pesticides, without an impact assessment, is likely to lead to a reduction in cereal production and to increased shortages and prices of basic foodstuffs at a time when Russia and Ukraine, the two main suppliers to developing countries, are drastically reducing their exports. The European Union has a choice: either to continue with its policy developed under pressure from the excessive lobby of militant NGOs and contribute to famines and revolutions, particularly on the southern shores of the Mediterranean Sea, or else, as the Ministers of Agriculture have already indicated, to cultivate certain areas again, to urgently increase the production of essential products so as to avoid the social and political consequences of these shortages. In this way, it would strengthen its geopolitical role in relation to states in need.


          It goes without saying that effective European solidarity between its members must also take into account the dimension of energy. Dependent states must be able to rely on their partners to pool some of their supplies or to benefit from a collective negotiating force with new suppliers. Perhaps this will be an opportunity to lay the foundations for a more realistic common policy in this key area of European sovereignty?


          The same applies to defence. At present, the European Union is financing the distribution of arms to Ukraine, which it is unable to do internally. Accelerating and strengthening the financing of the defence industry in Europe is a priority that is required both by the objective of strategic autonomy and by NATO’s governing bodies. The common sanctions policy has been impressive in its scope. It will not suffice right now or in the future. After the strategic compass adopted in the spring, the next step will be a vast plan for the financing of defence investments. It would be better if it were coordinated, since the German Chancellor’s announcements in this area seem to be quite solitary.


        


      


      

      

        Germany will be the centre of future European issues


        With no defence autonomy, no effective armed force, unilateral energy choices with little solidarity with its partners, dependence on Russian supplies, suffering from the closure of Chinese markets that could result from the pandemic and the political priorities of the Chinese Communist Party, and having to manage the conversion of its important automobile sector, the German economy will soon face formidable challenges.


        Will it move towards closer European integration as it claims, or will it continue with national policies that will inevitably have negative impacts on its partners by making them shoulder the burden of some of its past mistakes? The answers are vital for this country and for the whole of the European Union.


        The best answer would be to resolutely pursue the completion of the internal market, banking union and the capital markets union. Germany and the whole of the Union can find a partial solution in these projects to the emergencies of the moment and lasting solutions to an economy that is structurally dependent on third countries.


        The solutions are European. Responses on the part of governments and citizens are becoming more and more European. The Member States could draw on this strength for new initiatives, helping to erase the hesitations, slowness and even the errors of the past, so as to turn resolutely towards the future.


        The “perfect storm”, i.e. a violent one, that the European Union is going through is an opportunity to revise some of its certainties, to adapt its policies and to win over the hearts of the European citizens a little more through efficiency and reactivity.


        This Schuman Report on the state of the Union is largely based on contributions written before the outbreak of the Russian war in Ukraine. However, it remains highly topical due to the long-term problems it analyses and the proposals it contains.


      


      



  











  


  
1
Political Issues


    The protection of the rule of law in the European Union



  Didier REYNDERS


  

    Above all, the European Union is a community of law and values. Our values have always been central to the European project and indeed are its foundation. Of these values, the rule of law is of particular importance, as it guarantees the protection of all others, including respect for fundamental rights and democracy. Without access to independent justice, the effectiveness of fundamental rights cannot be ensured. The rule of law is also essential to secure effective implementation of EU legislation, mutual trust and judicial cooperation. It is also one of the pillars of the proper functioning of our internal market, to maintain its competitiveness and to promote an investment-friendly environment.


    However, recent years have shown that we cannot take the rule of law for granted. The emergency situation caused by the pandemic has simply amplified this observation. Beyond its immediate health and economic impact, it has proved to be a real “stress test” for the resilience of our national systems in times of crisis. 


    In this context, the protection of the rule of law within the European Union is one of the main priorities of my mandate. As guardian of the Treaties, the Commission has recently extended the range of instruments at its disposal to guarantee this objective. A new European mechanism has been developed, the central pillar of which is an annual report on the rule of law. With the publication of the first report in 2020, an innovative cycle has been established to promote the rule of law in a more proactive way. The aim is to improve the prevention of potential breaches of the rule of law and to establish a regular dialogue on these issues with Member States. 


    However, the promotion and enforcement of the rule of law cannot be confined to a top-down process. That is why the Rule of Law Report is based on an inclusive approach. In preparing the first report, we gathered input from a wide range of stakeholders, including civil society. Including civil society is an essential step towards deepening our knowledge of the situation in each Member State. 


    The report has four main pillars with a strong emphasis on the rule of law: national justice systems; anti-corruption frameworks; pluralism and media freedom, as well as other institutional issues related to the balance of power essential for an effective system of democratic governance. On this basis, the Commission’s aim is to foster an inclusive debate and promote a genuine culture of the rule of law throughout the European Union. The report should also help all Member States to consider how to remedy certain difficulties, learn from each other’s experiences and highlight the possibilities for further strengthening the rule of law in full respect of national constitutional systems and traditions. 


    The Commission plans to adopt the next Rule of Law Report in July 2022. It will be prepared substantially the same methodology as the 2020 and 2021 reports, integrating a follow-up of the issues identified in the previous year and, as before, an analysis of the challenges raised by the COVID-19 pandemic. 


    Another novelty compared to the 2021 edition will be the integration of recommendations stemming from the assessments contained in the country chapters that will be integrated into the report itself. In this sense, these recommendations are a logical development of the clear assessments already made by the Commission. Their aim is to support Member States in their efforts to take forward current or planned initiatives, and to help them identify where recent changes or reforms need to be addressed. 


    In the context of this new report, dialogue will be stimulated at both European and national levels. In 2020, under the German Council Presidency, there were already two very constructive exchanges based on the report on the rule of law in the Council. In April 2021, this dialogue was continued with a second group of five Member States under the Portuguese Council Presidency. At the November 2021 Council, the Slovenian Presidency chose to continue this dialogue with a new group of five Member States. I already had the opportunity to present the second edition of the report last December to the French National Assembly and Senate and it is firmly on the agenda of the French Presidency of the Council in the first half of 2022.


    In addition, I have been particularly keen to stimulate a similar dialogue at national parliamentary level, presenting the report to more than twenty parliaments, with whom I have had the opportunity to hold highly constructive discussions on the report’s conclusions and good practices in each Member State. 


    Finally, if respect for the rule of law throughout the European Union is not guaranteed, there is great risk of undermining mutual trust. This mutual trust is the sine qua non for the construction of the European judicial area and, in fact, the ability of courts, notaries, bailiffs and all practitioners to cooperate with each other across borders. In the space of just over twenty years and since the Tampere Declaration, Europe has developed comprehensive legislation on judicial cooperation not only in criminal matters but also in civil and commercial matters. Thanks to mutual trust and a very high level of cooperation, citizens and businesses enjoy a high degree of legal certainty when moving, investing or undertaking business from one Member State to another. The Commission is therefore active in facilitating the implementation of EU law at national level, providing practitioners with numerous tools and supporting, in particular, the European Judicial Network in Civil and Commercial Matters (EJN). 


    The Commission remains fully committed to using all the instruments at its disposal to defend and protect the rule of law in the European Union. European justice is a long-term project, and I am proud to have been involved in laying down further milestones in this project. This will remain a priority until the end of my mandate.


  








Forty years after 13 December, where is Poland going?

Tomasz ORLOWSKI


13 December is etched in the collective memory of Poles as the date of the 1981 communist coup d’état. On the same day, in 2007, the Lisbon Treaty was signed. I hoped that this coincidence would symbolically serve as the ’end of history’ and mark the happy advent of our European destiny. I remember saying this to Jacques Delors that day when I welcomed him to the Polish Embassy in Paris. Unfortunately, one now has the impression that I was overly optimistic. It is little consolation that I was not an exception, because that was the prevailing feeling at the time 


The excesses

This article describes the state of my country forty years after the declaration of communist martial law and six years of rule by the national-conservative Law and Justice party (PiS). I had not imagined that I would have to add to this the restrictions on the freedom of the press. The new law, adopted by surprise and without debate, in violation of the rules of procedure of the Sejm (the Sejm, the lower house of parliament), seeks to remove any form of public control over the slightest risk of arbitrariness on the part of the authorities. It will thus take us back forty years. The law did not come into force because of the presidential veto, but this could be just a reprieve. In the situation where the government is trying to curb the freedom of the press, I have the unfortunate feeling that I have seen the times when Poles had to turn to the free press of friendly foreign countries to express their opinions.

It is always difficult and painful to speak critically about the situation in one’s own country, even when it is a matter of blatant abuse of power. I am obliged to do so for two reasons: firstly, what is happening in Poland at the moment may threaten other peoples who are confident of democracy, and it might also constitute a threat to the future of the European project; secondly, references to Poland are appearing more and more frequently in the French political debate and are widely used by all opponents of the European Union.

The only desirable way forward is the continuous and successful progress of European integration. I do not want what is happening to us to be an excuse for a change of direction, with Poland becoming a banner under which all opponents of the European Union would gather. The daily denials by Poland’s highest authorities that they have never seriously thought about a “Polexit” will not change the fact that this process is already underway, like a car whose brakes have failed. I understood this when, as ambassador in Rome, the Minister of Foreign Affairs answered me directly: “Who told you that an ever closer Union is this government’s objective? 




The government’s goals

So what is the unstated goal of the current Polish government in relation to the European Union? One picturesque image is that it would like Europe to become a kind of League of Nations, idle but with a 24-hour ATM, where there is no limit to the amount that can be withdrawn. The atmosphere is fuelled by insulting, unfounded and scandalous parallels between the European Union and the Soviet Union, from the “Moscow empire” to the “Brussels empire”, all used by the leaders of the Law and Justice party. They are grooming public opinion, deliberately and tirelessly repeating the words “occupier”, “enemy”, “diktat” and trivialising them.

This is not just about taking credit for the successes of European policies and blaming Europe for the failures, which is what almost all Member State governments do regularly. The recent meeting of the leaders of the anti-European, sovereignist and nationalist right in Warsaw at the invitation of PiS shows the real target: the weakening and division of Europe. If this kind of declaration is no longer surprising for Vladimir Putin’s “friends”, one of whom had the bad taste to mention Russia’s rights over Ukraine during his visit to Warsaw, it should come as a surprise to the Polish government, a country that is not very suspicious of Russophilia and which has found in the European Union a haven that shelters it from geopolitical instability. 

The PiS’s objective, on the other hand, is to take Poland backwards, to turn the clock back to a mythical sovereignty that existed three hundred years view, which no longer exists in a globalised world and an integrated Europe. Sovereignty, in their understanding, means no obligations to any other external partner and the unlimited right to commit many mistakes, to squander and to do wrong in one’s own country. The deliberate intention to do whatever the supreme leader wishes, including nonsense, brings to mind only one other country: North Korea. This is archaic paternalism in the middle of Europe and ridiculous in an enlightened society that aspires to modernity. It is no coincidence that Jaroslaw Kaczynski likes to refer to Antonio Salazar as his favourite hero!




The risk of isolation 

This approach simply means Poland’s international isolation, which the PiS government is patiently pursuing by abandoning active foreign policy, disappointing its allies and partners, dismantling Polish diplomacy and making it a laughingstock. It is a gift to all our adversaries who like to use our weaknesses. It is more than convenient for Russia, which does not hide its threefold objective: to recover Soviet territory; to transform Central Europe into a grey zone; to weaken and even divide the European Union. It is not Poland, but the PiS party that is carrying out this task, which is entirely contrary to the country’s vital interests.

This archaic paternalism that is suspicious of Europe, has three other categories of fellow travellers. Firstly, the conservative and ultra-conservative milieu, which unfortunately includes a significant part of the Catholic Church hierarchy that fights against any idea of progress, especially on societal issues. Secondly, a shapeless – and multiform – aggregation composed of all those left behind by society for various reasons (frustration, complexity, marginality), justified or imagined, who believe they can finally take their revenge. Finally, young opportunistic and unscrupulous technocrats who are seizing the opportunity to enrich themselves with fantastic projects such as digging a canal to a port that hasn’t existed since the Middle Ages, or building a mega-airport in the middle of nowhere to challenge the big airports of neighbouring Germany.

Despite the de rigueur anti-communist discourse, there are nevertheless some cynical nostalgics of the communist apparatus who carry out all the dirty work, such as Stanisław Piotrowicz, public prosecutor during the period of martial law. All these unrealistic projects are generously paid for by the state budget. Spoliation and lies have become common methods of this government. Public television, which serves as a vehicle for unrestrained propaganda, receives a specific annual allocation of almost €500 million, while the same amount for the fight against cancer was refused by the PiS parliamentary majority. 

In all these actions there is a desperate desire to fulfil the great dream of the supreme leader: to create a new national, Catholic elite. But behind the current majority, more radical, nationalistic, xenophobic and anti-Semitic currents are rising, which – if we do not act in time – risk becoming the majority. Nationalist militias, supported by a public subsidy from the Minister of Culture, are preventing pro-European events from taking place. In these circumstances, it is not surprising that the government lacks the courage to confront the aggressive anti-vax community, just as it capitulated to the anti-abortion extremists. 

Words that should never be used lightly are bandied around, for example, the Polish Prime Minister wants to play “pro-European” in Brussels, but he threatens the European Council with a third world war. The refugee crisis, provoked at the border by the Belarusian dictator, is presented as the defence of territorial integrity and as a way of avoiding all involvement on the part of the European Union and the European border guard agency Frontex in its management and therefore in finding a solution. Faced with a real health and humanitarian crisis, an economic crisis with inflation reaching levels not seen for more than twenty years, and a tug of war with the European Commission over respect for the rule of law and access to European NextgenerationEU funding, the PiS party is artificially creating a patriotic fever to defend the border against foreigners.

The sorcerer’s apprentice embodied by the PiS seems to ignore all these risks. It is dividing society to the point where several members of the same family no longer speak to each other. In an open letter to the Prime Minister, a young researcher explains why he refused the prize for the best doctoral thesis and calls this strategy “the politics of hate”, explaining: “This is how I define intentionally stirring up purely destructive hostility, playing on people’s baser instincts, fears and prejudices in order to gain short-term advantages. I confess: I am very afraid of the effectiveness of this policy and its long-term effects.”




What is the outlook? 

Returning to normality, to the principles of decency, honesty, reason and truth, will take a long time, and probably much longer than undoing the laws and rebuilding the country from the ruins that PiS will leave. Although we still have friends, no one will help us and we cannot wait any longer. I understand the painful but consistent move by some trade unions to suspend the current leadership of Solidarność from the European Trade Union Federation. 

Poland is currently experiencing a return to the past and we must put an end to it. “The triumph of demagogies is temporary, but the ruins are often eternal” wrote Péguy. We must be aware of the seriousness of the situation and warn all friendly countries not to underestimate the risks that democracy and European integration are running in our time. The one cannot be separated from the other, which obliges us all to be vigilant and proactive. Some people make the serious mistake of blindly believing that they are out of danger. The fight against the pandemic teaches us that right now no one is safe.










What kind of European approach can be used to create a real sense of belonging?
The example of Arte

Emilie AUBRY


We started the year 2022 with a confusing controversy about a European flag temporarily flying under the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. A controversy that immediately brought to mind Emile de Girardin’s famous phrase: “A flag that you hide in your pocket is not a flag, it’s a handkerchief.”

Do not hide Europe. Let Europe be seen. Symbolise it, embody it, anchor it to avoid making it a technocratic abstraction.


How many times have we seen how difficult this is? 

Memories of editorial conferences when I was not yet at Arte: which ‘good client’ to invite to a television set to talk about Europe without causing a drop in ratings? Recurrent answer: Daniel Cohn-Bendit. Because he seemed to be the only one who had been involved in politics in two countries, France and Germany; the only one who had chosen European commitment over possible national ambitions; the only one who knew how to explain Brussels’ mechanisms that were said to be complex, even though the difficulty is not insurmountable.

We must also admit that we journalists have long lacked imagination! It would have been enough to wander through the corridors of the European Parliament, to meet MEPs of all nationalities, multilingual and fascinating. It would have been enough to watch Arte Journal more often, every evening at 7.45pm, to get to know other faces of European politics.

Another recurring media challenge: how to illustrate ‘European identity’? We always come back to the example of Erasmus+, even though there are hundreds of European projects of the same type in other fields. Why is this? Probably because in 2002 there was Cédric Klapisch’s film L’Auberge espagnole, and since then, European identity has taken on the faces of Romain Duris, Kelly Reilly, Cécile de France, Kevin Bishop, Federico d’Anna, etc., with their joyful life together as European students in a Barcelona flat, sharing the same fridge, the same daily life punctuated by parties, love stories and lively discussions in several languages!

Europe needs to be embodied, to be made funny, seductive, joyful, Europe needs to be told as a story: the History of Europe and the stories of Europe.




Arte does both of these things

The History of Europe: I am thinking of our Thema documentary evenings which multiply the stories, from different angles, about the two world conflicts, the Treaty of Rome, the Cold War, the fall of the Berlin Wall, etc. films which show ‘the adventurers of Europe’, Robert Schuman and Jean Monnet, Winston Churchill, Konrad Adenauer, Alcide De Gasperi, Helmut Schmidt, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, Helmut Kohl, etc... without forgetting the place of women, too often overlooked in this epic, Simone Veil of course but also Louise Weiss, journalist and author, who embraced, in the same spirit of commitment, her fight for Europe, for democracy and for feminism, narrated with talent in a documentary broadcast on Arte, directed by Jacques Malaterre and Jean-Yves Le Naour.

More recently, the talent of the director Annalisa Piras is not to be forgotten, as she tells us the story of “The epic of the euro”, a documentary in “saga” mode, broadcast on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the introduction of the single currency.

Arte is the history of Europe, but also stories of Europe: faces, landscapes, slices of life: This is the ambition of the Arte Kino festival which, since 2016, has been offering a festival of European cinema, with a screening of twelve films, twelve works by young directors, accessible free of charge in six languages in thirty-two European countries, films from Romania, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Serbia, This year’s programme includes Inner Wars by Masha Kondakova, a Ukrainian filmmaker who tells the story of the pro-Russian uprising in the east of the country and the involvement of many women in the army, the intimacy of these fighters, the danger they face and the complexity of a conflict that is tearing a nation apart.

To give to see...and to understand Europe and Europeans, in magazines like “Invitation au Voyage” by Linda Lorin, “Karambolage” in particular and, of course, “Le dessous des cartes” which I have been lucky to manage since 2017: magazines which all share the same quality of avoiding “the Gallic village syndrome”, to never be satisfied with national level only, to always be curious enough to widen the horizon.

“We are not uniting states, we are uniting people”, wrote Jean Monnet about European integration: Arte unites viewers! I must admit that I am proud, and each time a little moved, to meet Arte fans outside of France. When, on a café terrace in Italy in the summer, someone comes to talk to me about a theme of Under the Hood... This is the result of a strategy by Arte’s management to put down roots in Europe: to ensure that our channel reaches 70% of Europeans in their mother tongue, with Arte recording a 240% increase in our digital offering in English, Spanish, Polish and Italian in recent months.

Working at Arte means feeling European on a daily basis: it means hearing several languages spoken in the corridors, it means constantly bearing in mind that we produce content watched by viewers of different nationalities, which implies a specific way of approaching a subject and imposes stimulating intellectual gymnastics – when we prepare programmes on Angela Merkel’s record, on nuclear energy, when we ask ourselves what film to put on prime time according to the debates of the moment in France and Germany... how exciting it is to exchange ideas with journalists from both sides of the Rhine!

Europe creates debate. It sometimes forces us to question ourselves. No doubt it simply makes us more tolerant, more ‘mobile’, geographically and intellectually.

Explaining Europe and the world is one of Arte’s key missions. We often use a word that leads to confusion: “decoding” European news, which would literally mean translating an encrypted news item into plain language to which we do not have the key. Let’s take the example of the European institutions: are they really as difficult as we often hear to explain to the general public? After starting my career at LCP and working as a political journalist in the arcane world of information missions, investigative committees of the National Assembly and the Senate, proposals, bills and other appeals before the Councils of State and the Constitution, I often said to myself, when I later became interested in the European institutions, that they were no more difficult to understand if you were simply willing to learn about them...!

 

We teach little, we learn little, we give little media coverage to Europe, and this is a collective responsibility: this undoubtedly begins in secondary education, where I note that children are hardly taught anything about the role of the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament, in parallel with their lessons on French bicameralism and the institutions of the Fifth Republic.

This is also true of the media: most of them no longer have permanent representations in Brussels. Yet Europe would undoubtedly be better off if it had as many journalists in the corridors of the European institutions as there are in the four-column room of the Palais Bourbon or at the Elysée Palace at the end of the Council of Ministers, ready to report on, comment on, and even dramatize the slightest political statement. Politics is a saga, a French passion as soon as it affectrs the ‘Gallic village’. A media ethnocentrism that can be found in most of the lead stories on the 8 o’clock news, as shown by the little space given to international news.

It seems to me, however, that things are changing and, from that point of view, the Covid 19 pandemic is undoubtedly providing us with an opportunity. It is the story of a virus that has made us all aware that the national level is no longer the only one that operates in the 21st century: because, confined for weeks, we turned on our laptops and crossed borders thanks to digital technology, checking in with Wuhan and then Milan, where the virus had struck before arriving here; because for weeks we understood that without the masks made in China, without the paracetamol made in India, and, above all, without the vaccine orders and the recovery plan made in Europe, everything would have been so much longer and even more complicated!

In team of Le Dessous des cartes, there is an expression that we use a lot, a geographer’s phrase whose metaphorical dimension I also like: “change of scales”: each programme is an opportunity to deal with a geopolitical problem by alternately situating it in different scales: national, European, global. In today’s world, only this change of scale allows the complexity of the facts to be reflected, and that is Arte’s ambition.

To use an example given by a master of French geopolitics, Yves Lacoste, this means that, for each subject, we must behave like “an aeroplane pilot who flies alternately at high altitude and then very low over the identified objective: we must then understand the relationships between these different levels of analysis, and link them to each other”. He said that this method “is the essence of strategic reasoning”.

Working at Arte is undoubtedly like that: flying over the twenty-seven Member States, descending, ascending, hovering over, zooming in, and then piecing together, from all the images gathered, a television channel like no other.
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Pascal Orcier for the Robert Schuman Foundation, January 2022, © FRS.

Source: Compilation de a Fondation Robert Schuman, dont http//ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/fles/womenonboards/wab-factsheet_2021_en.pdf.
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