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Praise for the Book



	This book is available in Spanish and Chinese. It is featured in different languages. It is added to the reading list of the Saudi-British Society, declaring it to have ‘gained a lot of interest and attention’. It ‘breaks significant new ground’, stated the British Foundation for the Study of Arabia. It ‘made me laugh and cry’, said a Saudi female reader. It ‘provides guidance far beyond the other guidebooks’, said a US reader. It helps to understand the culture ‘from every facet of their lives, literally!’ (UK reader). It ‘presents quite unique material’ (Polish reader). A Romanian praised the book for taking the reader ‘from “oh ok, it makes sense” to “omg, are you serious???”’. While reading the book, an Australian ‘was smiling and nodding’. One reader ‘read the whole book in one night!’.


	The book ‘represents a masterpiece in its style and gender’ (Uruguayan professor). It ‘can be used as a “training manual” for expats’ (Jordanian reader). It is ‘hilarious’ (Spanish reader), ‘honest’ (Filipino reader), ‘entertaining’ (Canadian reader) and ‘suitable for intercultural communication’ (Gambian reader). It ‘hits the nail on the head with Saudi culture’ (UK reader). It ‘would have been gold to me when I first arrived’ (US reader). It ‘should not only be given to non-Saudi people, but also to the Saudis so they can be more aware of their cultural characteristics’ (Saudi female reader). A Saudi male reader said: ‘“yeah we do that” was a constant feeling throughout the book’. The author ‘doesn’t defend or criticize his Saudi culture, he factually explains it in a non-biased way’ (US reader).


	











Opening



	Every culture is governed by an internal code of conduct, and this publication captures the code of Saudi culture. Most Saudi norms have long been unwritten and only orally communicated among citizens. As a result, visitors to the country have been unable to read about these norms. For this reason, this book spells out these norms in bold print. It provides bite-sized descriptions of ‘the Saudi’. It is informed by around 2,000 interviews with Saudis and expats. It is the first to talk about the culture in a purely descriptive (and therefore non-judgemental) manner. 


	Writings about Saudi culture tend to be too serious; however, this publication is meant not to be taken too seriously. It is, rather, intended to be entertaining (and, surely, informative). It is written mostly on the toilet (and is, likewise, meant to be read on the toilet). It avoids being biased, recording both ‘negative’ and ‘positive’ norms. It tries to avoid using such sensitive words as ‘religion’ and ‘politics’, considering that it is written entirely for cultural orientation (not for religious or political matters).


	The book is the first to be written by a male Saudi who was born and raised in the country, who is still based there, who is a former officially-recognised ‘imam’ (i.e. a worship leader) and who comes from a working-class family. Yet, he is a traveller, professor and Oxford graduate. He has been with people from different ethnicities. He has published in different languages and with globally known publishers. Hence, he has shown an ability to communicate with international readers and convey information to foreign mentalities.


	











Introduction



	Domestic–Public Separating


	1. There have been recent attempts to challenge the traditional division of Saudi society into two domains: a domestic ‘inside-the-house’ domain and a public ‘outside-the-house’ domain. This division has certain implications:


	2. Belonging: Some perceive women to belong to the domestic domain, and men to the public domain. When a woman goes outside the domestic domain to the public domain, she covers her body with a loose cloak. Some, moreover, believe that, when entering the public domain, women should be escorted by a (related) man. 


	3. Sporting: Sports facilities belong to the public domain; hence, such facilities are, mostly, for men. An initiative was taken in 2018 to legally allow women into sports arenas. There were, however, social campaigns against such an initiative.


	4. Building: Houses (i.e. the domestic domain) are physically detached and isolated from the public domain. Each house(including its courtyard and garden) is surrounded by concrete 210-cm walls. The walls have no holes, preventing those in the street from seeing through them. It exists as a kind of compound with secured entries and gates. A man may be notified if his neighbours have workers on the second floor or rooftop, since these workers may be able to overlook the courtyard of his house and therefore see his female familymembers. When he receives such a notification, he will ask his female family members to close the curtains and not to go out into the courtyard.


	5. Overlooking: When building a house, the owner makes sure that windows are designed and placed in a way that prevents neighbours from looking into the house and therefore from seeing their family female members.


	6. Contacting: For some, the female contact information is private, confidential and not to be released to the public domain. In situations when the female contact details must be given, some women give the contact information of their male relatives. Moreover, in some cities, a man is not supposed to know the names of his friends’ wives, mothersor any other adult female relatives, as these names are part of the domestic domain. That said, it is fine to publicly release the names of female children.


	7. Purchasing: An outsider may think that women, who are culturally responsible for domestic domains, should buy supplies for the house. This is, however, not the case in some towns where men are the ones responsible for purchasing decisions given that everything in the public domain is a male responsibility.


	8. Renting: In some towns, a woman cannot rent a hotel room–––except when it is a fancy hotel. A related man must be present during booking so as to make the booking for her. This implies that the concept of ‘online booking’ is inapplicable in these towns.


	9. Driving: First, although women are allowed to drive since 2018, only a few drive, partly because driving takes place in the public domain. Women, moreover, do not ride a bike or motorbike, for the same reason. Second, for some, drivingchildrento and from schooltakes place in the public domain and therefore is seen as a male duty. Third, some driverscover the windows of their carswith dark one-way film, through which people inside the carcan see out while those outside cannot see in. The film prevents men on the street (i.e. the public domain’s members) from seeing female passengers (i.e. the domestic domain’s members). By applying this film, drivers found a mini ‘domestic domain’ inside the car for their family female members. Despite the application of this film, women still veilinside carsbecause this film covers only windows on the sides but not windows at the front and back.


	10. Outing: First, on beaches, some families not only stay away from other families but moreover use their cars (or build temporary fabric walls) as borders between themselves and other families, therefore creating a provisional ‘domestic domain’. These temporary borders are established to prevent one family’s male members from seeing another family’s female members. Second, despite the division between the domestic and public domains, digital technologyhas enabled some women to digitally access the outside world without physically being an integral part of it.


	Male–Female Separating


	11. Gender separation can take placeinside houses(and inside other private spaces such as private farms). Inside houses, there can be male-only and female-only living rooms. This separation has led to certain consequences:


	12. Hosting: In some houses, male hosts do not go to female living rooms. Likewise, female hosts do not go to male living rooms. Put differently, in some households, men invite only men, and similarly, women invite only women. Male childrencan enter both male-only and female-only living rooms and therefore are used as ‘go-betweens’ who deliver messages and transfer foodbetween the two rooms.


	13. Communicating: In some WhatsApp family groups, siblings-in-law are not included, for various reasons. First, siblings-in-law are perceived not to be actual family members. Second, brothers are not to know the phone numbers of sisters-in-law. Third, brothers are not to socialise and communicate freely with sisters-in-law.


	14. Gender separation can happenoutside houses(i.e. in public spaces such as universities, schools, wedding venues, barbershops and workplaces). In these spaces, there are male-only and female-only buildings. This separation has brought about certain consequences:


	15. Building: First, one is not permitted to access the other gender’s building. The female-only building is private, sheltered and bordered by long, concrete walls. A clear sign is placed by the door of the single-gender building. This sign specifies the gender that is allowed in that building. Second, some female-only buildings (e.g. female beauty salons) are protected by security guards. These security guards tend to be elderly and/or ‘unattractive’ men who sit by the entrance. Third, there are shops and markets run by women only. At times, men are allowed in these places only if they are escorted by women.


	16. Socialising: First, in some towns, wivessocialise alone (and therefore may/can act feminine). Likewise, husbandssocialise alone (and thus may/can act masculine). Hence, in coffee shops and restaurants, it is common to see male-only or female-only groups hanging out. Second, some friends do not socialise in their spouses’ company. They do no double-date and do not even introduce their spouses to their friends. In short, they do not meet their friends’ spouses. Third, for some, non-related people of different genders must not meet, whether individually or collectively, privately or publicly. They believe that cross-gender friendships, colleagueships and non-marital relationshipsmust be prevented. Fourth, in some workplaces, there are no work-related occasions and parties where colleagues bring their partners. Fifth, in some towns, unrelated people of different genders cannot rent a hotel room. Sixth, ‘tradition authorities’ (who used to freely drive and walk around to ensure cultural and traditional discipline) used to stop ‘suspicious’ couples (e.g. who were too romantic, very happy or too young), asking them for proof of a marital relationship. It should be remarked that the activity and power of tradition authorities are now considerably limited due to recent changes. Besides, tradition authorities exist only in main cities. Seventh, in some districts, when friends (and their spouses)have a picnic, husbands sit on their own, and wives sit on their own, with a distance of approximately four metres between the two groups.


	17. Schooling: Gender separation can occur in two educational settings. Setting 1 is schools, with there being male-only and female-only schools. Male relatives, employers and employees cannot access female-only schools (and vice versa). This presents a struggle for single parents. Some fathersavoid phoning the female teachersof their daughtersto enquire about their daughters’ performance, for example. Setting 2 is universities, with there being male-only and female-only campuses. The female-only campus, including its gossip, is mysterious to men. Likewise, the male-only campus is unknown to women. That said, some men and women have started sharing their experiences (which take place inside their gender-specific campus) on the Internet (e.g. through Twitter and web-based forums), therefore digitally exposing their campus to the other gender.


	18. Transporting: The windows of some female schoolbuses are covered with one-way film, through which people inside the carcan see out while those outside cannot see in. The film prevents people on the street from seeing female passengers. 


	Male–Female Mixing


	19. There are certain digital spaces where gender separation has a limited effect (or no effect). In other words, although gender mixing normally does not take place in offline settings, it, at times, occurs in online settings. Here are some of these online settings: 


	20. Teaching: In some higher education institutions, men do not teach women face to face unless this teaching is done under one of the following conditions. First, a man can teach women face to face if he is blind. Second, men can teach women if this teaching is done through a video-network. That is, male teachersand female studentsare on the same campus and yet are in separate rooms and communicate through an internal video-network. Male teacherscan only hear female studentswhereas female studentscan both see and hear male teachers. A female coordinator is present in the female students’ room, assisting male teacherswith class management. Third, men can teach women if this teaching is conducted through a ‘glass wall’. That is, male teachersand female studentsoccupy a single classroom, with a glass wall separating the two parties. This glass is one-way, enabling female students to see male teachers while preventing male teachers from seeing female students. In the glass wall, there is a hole through which male teachersand female studentsexchange documents. Fourth, men can teach women if this teaching is done through online education.


	21. Supervising and Examining: First, in some universities, men do not supervise women for their higher degrees, unless this supervision is done virtually through technologies, such as postal exchange, telephone, email and WhatsApp. Women do not supervise men whatsoever, even if this supervision would happen only virtually. Second, in some universities, PhD oral examinations (aka defence or viva) are public events. They are moreover used to be broadcasted on a national radio, with only male examinations being broadcasted. Men do not exam women for their oral examinations unless this is done through an internal video-network. In contrast, women normally do not exam men by any means.


	22. Managing: In some universities, if a department has only female members, the head can be male or female. If, however, a department has both male and female members, the head must be male. Although a man can be a manager of women, he cannot meet them in the flesh and cannot moreover access the female wing during working hours. He can communicate with the female members of his team only by means of technologies, for instance, telephone, email, WhatsApp and video-networks.


	23. Learning: In some universities, female students share classes with male students, but only through internal video-networks. That is, the male-only and female-only classrooms are connected through these networks. Teachers can only be male, who are present in the male classroom. Male studentsand male teacherscan only hear female students, whereas female studentscan both see and hear male studentsand male teachers.


	24. Parenting: Some motherscommunicate with the male teachers of their sons via WhatsApp to enquire about their children. This has resulted in emotional relationshipsbetween mothersand male teachers. Some male teachers show so much care of the student whose mother they are interested in, until the mother notices them. They may hold a party for the child, make a video of his academic achievements and/or visit him if he is having surgery. All this is intended to show his mother that they are caring and outstanding individuals, therefore attracting her attention.


	25. Entertaining: Before the existence of technology, a man used to write his number on a small piece of paper. Then, he would walk or drive by a woman, wink at her and throw the piece of paper on the floor, hoping that she would collect it when no one was watching. Another old-school way is that a man might write his number on a piece of paper and ask his little brother to pass it on to a nearby female stranger, in the hope that she might contact him. Yet, the existence of technology has led to new strategies. For example, some men use apps (e.g. Tango, WeChat, Tinder, Azar and MeetMe) to find and communicate with female users within the area. 


	26. There are certain non-digital spaces where gender separation has a limited effect (or no effect). Here are some of them: 


	27. Volunteering: In the past, mostly religious people were interested in voluntary work, as they believed that this would bring them religious rewards and gains. Currently, some non-religious men have also become interested in voluntarism (e.g. the organisation of book fairs), partly because voluntary work at times involves gender-mixing. Hence, these men see this as an opportunity to meet and be around women.


	28. Writing: Journalism is one of the few domains on which the norm of gender separationhas a limited effect. For this reason, some men have joined the journalism sector with the intention of socialising with the other gender.


	29. Medicating: First, medical colleges, unlike other colleges, experience various forms of gender mixing. Second, hospitals are places where there is hardly any gender separation, enabling one gender to talk with the other. Moreover, some women work as receptionists. A male patient may hit on a female receptionist. A man may visit the hospital for no real medical reason, but only to talk with female receptionists. A man may call the reception desk to hit on female receptionists.


	30. Painting: Those women who are open to the idea of talking to men can be seen in such places and events as art galleries and exhibitions, where there is no gender separation. 


	31. Reading: Some go to national book fairs, for two reasons that have nothing to do with reading. First, some go to book fairs because they are places where they can meet and be close to the other gender. Second, many go to the book fair because it is one of the few ‘fun’ formally-organised outdoor activities and events. 


	32. Transporting: First, in the VIP section of the train, there can be gender mixing. That said, some women do not allow an unrelated male passenger to sit on the seat next to them or even the seat facing them. They, moreover, do not allow him to share with her even a four-passenger table. Second, on the train, there are many groups of female studentswho commute from one city to another. There are male passengers who walk through the train, looking for loud groups of women. For these men, being loud women equals being ‘bad girls’ who are willing to talk to men. Third, a man may write on a sticker the statement ‘Car for Sale’ and attaches his phone number. He then puts this sticker on his carwindow, pretending that he wants to sell his car, but the intention is that a woman might get his number and call. That said, nowadays, a man may have his number as his Bluetooth or Personal Hotspot name, in the hope that a woman calls him. Alternatively, some men put their phone number on Twitter, BB, Facebook, WhatsApp, or through Keek, or attach it to YouTube videos, hoping that a woman might call.


	33. Ridesharing: First, there is no gender separation inside taxis, in the sense that a male taxi driver drives a female passenger. Hence, some men have jobsas private driverswho are employed to drive women to where they would like to go. While drivingwomen, some of these driversstart talking with them and eventually get their numbers. Second, some men have signed up as ridesharing drivers, not because they are interested in money and further income, but rather to meet women. They have fancy carsand fancy mobile phones, dressup and keep their carsclean and shiny, not necessarily because they take their jobseriously, but because they want to impress female passengers. Some have fancy phones dedicated to ridesharing alone. Some, moreover, pass their female customers’ mobile numbers (displayed automatically on ridesharing apps) to their male friends. Moreover, a man may connect his male friendwith a female friend of his lover. 


	34. Shopping: Some men drive their female familymembers to a shopping mall, drop them there and pick them up later. For some women, this is the only time when they are alone and away from the censorship of their male family members. So, they start talking with men, especially given that there is normally no gender separationin shopping malls. For this reason, some mothersdo not let their single daughtersgo to shopping malls without being accompanied by their married sister who is expected to be a ‘moralsupervisor’. In these malls, if a man senses that a woman is interested in him, he may walk by her and pretend to be on the phone, telling the fake caller his number loudly in the hope that the woman overhears the number and writes it down. Some women do not write it down, as they have the ability to memorise it.


	35. Sporting: ‘Walking Areas’ have been recently established for those who would like to go for a walk. Some men have reported finding these areas a good opportunity to talk to women.


	











Interval



	In an anonymous survey of 25 male married nationals, they were asked the following question: ‘What would be your reaction if you came to know that your wifewas in an intimate relationshipbefore she married you, and that this relationship completely ended before she agreed to marryyou?’


	One ‘could not think of any answer’. For another, ‘it is a complicated question’. One ‘would murder her’. One would be ‘angry’. One ‘would leave her’. One ‘would divorce her immediately – why didn’t she confess and why was she not honest with me when I first proposed to her?’ One answered: ‘God forbid – divorce, or perhaps even a stronger reaction than just divorce’. One ‘may divorce her or at least never sleep with her’. One ‘would forgive her, but I would be careful. I would check her phone regularly. I would ask her to let me check her phone and personal stuff at any time. If she does not agree, divorce is better’.


	One said: ‘Thanks God; there is no such a situation in the society where I live’. For another, ‘she would always remember her previous relationship and would compare it to her current relationship with me’. One ‘would talk to her and then judge’. One ‘would do some tests to see if she really ended her past’. One ‘would forgive her, and my forgiveness would depend on her faith, moralityand moderate behaviour and on how devoted she is to her married life and to her children’.


	









Face and Hair



	Dressing


	36. In public, men wear one of the following combinations of fabric:


	37. Very Conservative: Some men wear a cloakfrom the shoulders to above the ankle. They cover the hairwith a headwear. They do not wear a black ‘cord’ (i.e. a cord that is intended to hold the headwear). This way is rare.


	38. Medium Conservative: Some men wear a cloakfrom the shoulders to below the ankle. They cover the hairwith a headwear. They wear a black cord to hold the headwear. This way is common and standard.


	39. A Bit Liberal: Some men wear a cloakfrom the shoulders to below the ankle. They do not cover the hairwith a headwear. This way is not common.


	40. Liberal: Some men wear no cloak, no headwearand no cord. Instead, they wear shorts below the knee and t-shirts. This way is not common.


	41. Very Liberal: Some men wear no cloak, no headwearand no cord. Instead, they wear shorts above the knee and t-shirts. This way is rare.


	42. Exceptionally Liberal: Some men wear no cloak, no headwearand no cord. Instead, they wear shorts above the knee and tank tops. This way is very rare.


	43. The male outfitconsists of the following components:


	44. Cloaks: First, male individuals, despite their age, wear cloaks. They are supposed to wear them when visiting governmental departments and, at times, when visiting the places run by the state (e.g. some hospitals, schoolsor universities). In other words, one’s access to such places can be denied for not wearing cloaks. That said, foreign men are not required to wear cloaks. It is compulsory that male citizens wear cloaks (and a headwear) in official photos, such as passport photos. Some citizens voluntarily wear the traditional outfit everywhere, whether in formal or informal settings, for example, on the beach, while chilling out in the desert and moreover at times while playing football. Second, during hot weather, men wear thin, white cloaks. During cold weather, men wear thick, colourful cloaks, as they believe that colourful cloaks, unlike white cloaks,are warmer. The colours of these cloaks are normally dark (not light). Third, some men do not buy ready-made traditional cloaks, as they see it as shameful to wear ready-made cloaks. Rather, they go to shops where careful measurements of their body are taken. Based on these measurements, cloaksare made to perfectly fit their body. Fourth, men are not allowed to wear cloaks made of pure silk. 


	45. Pockets: The male cloakconsists of three pockets. One is located in the area where the heart is. One is on the right side of the hip. One is on the left side of the hip. At times, inside these pockets, there are mini-pockets. Partly because of having these pockets, many men do not carry handbags (particularly backpacks). Actually, some do not like to have backpacks because they can be looked down at (or even laughed at) for carrying backpacks. Backpacks are not part of Saudi culture.


	46. Underwear: Underneath the male cloak, there are three pieces of underwear: a short, trouser and shirt. Normally, men wear light, loose white underwear in summer. In winter, however, they wear thick, tight white underwear (similar to white skiing wear).


	47. Headwear: First, the male headwearis a piece of loose fabric that has a length of around one metre and a height of around one metre. It is folded to look like a triangle. It can be either purely white, or a checkerboard of white and red. For some, choosing the colour of the headwear is based on what they think suits them best. For others, choosing the colour of the headwear is informed by ideological reasons and is a reflection of their spiritual schoolof thought. Second, some leaders of a faith-based minority wear a (white or black) ‘turban’ (which is a type of headwearbased on cloth winding).


	48. Necklaces: Wearing any kind of necklaces (or bracelets) for men is socially unacceptable.


	49. Nightdress: Inside houses, some men wear a different kind of cloaks, namely ‘House Cloak’ or ‘Night Cloak’. House cloaks are loose and long. They are similar to the cloaks that men wear in public. The only difference is that public cloaks are in one colour whereas house cloaks are colourful with elaborated patterns.


	50. There are certain gains and limitations when wearing the male outfit:


	51. Health: First, when wearing the cord, one needs to keep up right his head and his back, as otherwise the cord will fall down. So, wearing the cord forces one to keep his head up and his back straight. Second, men receive limited Vitamin D owing to the lack of sun exposure caused by the nature of the traditional outfit. Vitamin D deficiency is common among men. Third, if the cloak is below the ankle, the lower part of the cloak gets very dirty since it touches the ground, making this lower part dark and very difficult to be washed and cleaned, especially given that the cloak is white.


	52. Architecture: Given that male cloaks are long, male wardrobes are (and must be) long. 


	53. Mobility: The male cloak(which wraps the whole body) limits one’s mobility, preventing one from doing many activities.


	54. Beauty: Because the male cloak is loose, it is difficult to know the shapes of men’s buttocks. 


	55. Fight: Some men use their cord as a ‘sword’ when getting into fights with others. Some refer to their cord when threatening others, saying something like this: ‘I swear that I will hit you with the cord if you do not do that’. So, the cord is used as a threatening tool.


	56. In public, women wear one of the following combinations of fabric.


	57. Very Conservative: Some women wear a cloakfrom the top of the head to the bottom of the feet. They cover the hairwith fabric, cover the facewith fabric and wear gloves and socks. This combination is rare.


	58. Medium Conservative: Some women wear a cloakfrom the top of the head to the bottom of the feet, cover the hairwith fabric, cover the facewith fabric and do not wear gloves. This is very common.


	59. A Bit Liberal: Some women wear a cloakfrom the shoulders (not from the top of the head) to the bottom of the feet, cover the hairwith fabric, cover the facewith fabric and do not wear gloves. This is very common.


	60. Liberal: Some women wear a cloakfrom the shoulders to the bottom of the feet, cover the hairwith fabric, do not cover the facewith fabric and do not wear gloves. This is rare.


	61. Very Liberal: Some women wear a cloakfrom the shoulders to the bottom of the feet. They do not cover the hairwith fabric. They do not cover the face. They do not wear gloves. This way is very rare and is done mainly by foreigners.


	62. The female outfitconsists of the following components:


	63. Cloaks: First, Saudi society is a black and white community. Men, mostly, wear white cloaks. Women, typically, wear black cloaks. Second, female cloaks (and dresses) are long; hence, female wardrobes are long. Third, the female cloakgoes below the ankle (so as to totally cover the female legs), to the extent that the cloak touches the ground. Fourth, when women get into the car and close the car door behind them, some of them forget to pull the lower part of their cloak inside the car. This is why, at times, while cars are in motion, the lower part of the female cloak is seen to be looking out of cars and to be waving because of the wind. Fifth, because the female cloak is loose, it is difficult to know the shapes of women’s buttocks. 


	64. Pockets: The female cloaktends to have no pockets.


	65. Underwear: Women are not naked under the traditional cloak. They wear bras, panties and dresses (or trousers and t-shirts).


	66. Face Cover: Although the facesof many women are covered with fabric, there is a hole around the eyesthat helps them see better.


	67. Typically, an adult woman covers herself in the presence of anyone with whom she is eligible to be in a marital relationship, including an adult immediate cousin, brother-in-law or adoptee:


	68. Cousins: Many adults do not socialise with their immediate cousins of the other gender.


	69. Brothers-in-Law: First, many men do not know how their adult female cousins or sisters-in-law look like. Second, a man can marrythe wifeof his dead brother. Some believe that marrying one’s dead brother’s wife is good, as the alive brother is expected to be the one who can best care for his dead brother’s wife, childrenand general affairs.


	70. Adoptees: When an adoptee reaches the ageof maturity, his adopted ‘mother’ will start veilingin his presence as he is, theoretically, eligible to be in a marital relationshipwith her. To avoid the problem of the mother veilingin the presence of her adopted son, she may breast-feed him and therefore become a ‘real’ mother, given that one is considered a mother for anyone whom she breast-feeds. Alternatively, the adopted ‘mother’ may ask a sister of hers to breast-feed the adoptee, and thus the adopted mother will become considered to be related to the adoptee (i.e. his ‘auntie’). By becoming an ‘auntie’ of the adoptee, the adopted mother will lose her eligibility to have a marital relationship with the adoptee and therefore will not have to veilin his presence.


	71. There are certain types of people who are eligible to see women unveiled:


	72. Women: All women can see each other unveiled. When they swim collectively (at female-only swimming pools in private farms), some wear trousers and shirts. There is normally only one swimming pool. The swimming time is, for some families, divided into two sessions: one for men, and one for women.


	73. Relatives: Women can be seen unveiledby their very close male relatives, such as husbands, brothers, sons, grandsons, fathers, grandfathers, uncles, granduncles and the like, but not cousins. That said, after a woman divorces, she must veilin the presence of her ex-husbandand is no longer allowed to even be in a place alone with him.


	74. Sons-in-Law: Women can be seen unveiledby their sons-in-law.


	75. Potential Husband: A woman can be seen unveiledby a man who is considering proposing to her. This man will be allowed to see this woman only once in the presence of her male relatives, so as to decide whether to go ahead and propose.


	76. Doctors: In hospitals, female patients can be seen unveiled by their doctors. That said, there was social campaigns against this practice. 


	77. Brothers-in-Law: Women can be seen unveiledby their ‘brothers-in-milk’ or ‘sons-in-milk’. The concept of ‘brothers-in-milk’ or ‘sons-in-milk’ means that two total strangers are perceived as ‘brother’ and ‘sister’ if they are breast-fed by the same mother. This has three implications. First, if this mother is unrelated to these two strangers, she will become considered their ‘mother’, and also the siblings of this mother will become their ‘aunties’ and ‘uncles’. In this case, the ‘mother’, ‘aunties’ and ‘uncles’ will all lose their eligibility to have a marital relationshipwith this male stranger and therefore will not have to veilin his presence. Second, although the two strangers of different genders are biologically unrelated, they are socially considered to be relativesand therefore will lose their eligibility to have a marital relationship with one another. Moreover, she will not have to cover her facein his presence. Third, if two unrelated individuals get married, and then it has been found that, when they were children, they shared the breast-milk of the same mother, the marriageis no longer valid as they are considered siblings.


	78. Everyone: There is an argument that it should be OK if an elderly woman is unveiled in public since no one is attracted to her anymore. That said, hardly any veiled woman will suddenly become unveiled just because of being elderly, since she has grown up with the veil, and therefore the veil has become part of her character.


	79. There are certain laws, norms and practices regarding the female outfit:


	80. Warning: First, when a man wants to open the door of a room where there could be women who veil in his presence, he makes loud nose (e.g. shouting ‘HAY’), so that the women notice him and therefore veil. Once women are veiled, he will be given the OK to get into the room. Second, when the TV innovation entered the country, some women used to veilin the presence of the TV, thinking that those on the TV can see them. Third, because some women cover their facein the presence of non-related men, men are not supposed to know the features of non-related women. So, sisters would not tell their brothers about non-related women’s looks.


	81. Outing: First, for many families, when having a picnic, their female members remain fully covered, since a picnic happens in public. Second, many women do not allow their spouse to check out other women even if these other women are fully covered with the cloakand veil.


	82. Finding: First, because some mothers cover their face in public, their small child may get lost and become unable to identify their own mother among all the other veiled mothers and therefore start crying and shouting ‘Mum, mum, mum, waah’. Then, the mother will respond and say: ‘I’m here’. Second, some women have an exceptional ability to realise their female friendsin public, despite all of them having their facescovered.


	83. Guessing: First, some men assess the beauty of their (male) friend’s veiledwifeby observing his children. If a childof his does not look like the father, he must then look like the mother. Second, some men guess the beauty of a single veiledwoman by observing her brothers. If the brothers are good-looking, their sisters must be good-looking too.


	84. There are various health and hygiene issues that are associated with the veil:


	85. Hygiene: First, because the female cloaktouches the ground, it gets dirty quickly from the bottom. If one walks close to a woman, one can easily step accidentally on her cloak because it is so long and touches the ground. Women may get the cloak caught on sharp items. They may trip over the cloak when climbing stairs. The ends of the cloak catch objects on the ground. Second, when sneezing, a veiledwoman passes tissues underneath the veilto blow her nose.


	86. Vitamins: Women receive limited Vitamin D owing to the lack of sun exposure caused by the nature of their traditional outfit. Many women experience mental depression, partly because of the limited mobility and the limited exposure to the outside world and/or because of the lack of Vitamin D.


	87. Oxygen: The veilprevents the wearer from having enough oxygen. Despite the natural heat (which is generated by the hot weather) and the additional heat (which is generated by the nature of the traditional outfit), it is, however, not common that women faint.


	88. Pollution: The veilhelps, to some degree, filter traffic pollution (or, at least, sand).


	89. There are some travelling issues associated with veiling:


	90. Road-Trips: While being in the caron highways, some women (who veil their face in public) reveal their face, for two reasons. First, some car windows are covered with one-way film through which people inside the car can see out while those outside cannot see in. Second, on highways, carspass by each other quickly, meaning that it is difficult for others to spot the faceof those face-uncovered women in cars.


	91. Airports: First, at the airport (including its taxi area), foreigners are allowed not to wear the cloak. The airport zone is off-limits. Second, airports have a private female-only room. Inside this room, a female officer checks the identity of those female travellerscovering their face. That said, these travellers, at times, get through the customs without their face being checked.


	92. Travel Companions: It is difficult to travelabroad with some Saudi women for three reasons. First, while travelling, they want to maintain many detailed traditional values and norms which are difficult to be maintained outside the country and which are very distinct from the values and norms of other countries. Second, they are not good at being independent, and therefore they rely on their travel companion. Third, the veilprevents them from eating everywhere and on the go, which is an important aspect for backpackers.


	93. Overseas: When travellingabroad, many Saudi women want to be allowed to wear the traditional cloak and veil. That said, when foreigners come to Saudi Arabia, Saudis enforce wearing the cloak.


	94. There are certain gains that one gets when wearing the female outfit:


	95. Imagination: In women’s boutique stores, there come female customers completely covered in black holding stylish pieces against their body while looking in the mirror and judging whether these pieces suit them. They have developed a good sense of imagination for this judgement to be effective.


	96. Self-Steam: Wearing the veilis a manifestation of power for some women. When a female childreaches adulthood, she may feel excited to wear the veil, not necessarily because she is convinced of its value but because it is seen by her and by wider society as a sign of being a grown-up woman and a sign of entering adulthood. As she grows older, this veil gradually becomes part of her character, identity and being, for which she would fight any critic. Some Saudi women report feeling shy to reveal their faceeven outside the country because they are used to it. Some women, studying abroad and being unveiled, report missing wearing the veil.


	97. Respecting: In workplaces, some women report feeling particularly more respected and appreciated by male colleagues because their bodies are covered. That is, this covering encourages male colleagues to pay attention to their words, instead of paying attention to their clothes and bodily features.


	98. There are certain limitations caused by wearing the female outfit:


	99. Misjudging: First, since some women cover their face, a man may hit on women who turn out to be, for example, his sisters, friendsof his sisters or aged women. Second, it is difficult to tell the ageand liberalism of a totally veiledwoman. Yet, one can tell from the type of the fabric of the cloakand veiland from the way she wears them. Older and conservative women are more likely not to wear flashy cloak and veil.


	100. Eating: When eating, the veiledwoman delivers foodor drink to her mouth from under the veil. The veil prevents them from eating quickly because they need to sneak one bite under the veil while ensuring that no one (e.g. a waiter or a passer-by) is looking at them.


	101. Swimming: On beaches, some women swim while being veiledand wearing the cloak.


	102. Disrespecting: Some men complain that being veiledencourages some women to be louder so as to replace the lack of facial expressions or to stress their presence behind the veil.


	Imaging and Self-Representing


	103. The following visual means have been culturally perceived in different ways:


	104. Statues: There are hardly any statues in the shape of humans anywhere, partly because statues are seen as an attempt to simulate God’s creation. There is a concern that people may end up prayingto/through statues instead of prayingdirectly to God. Historically speaking, there used to be statues on the land of Saudi Arabia, but they were destroyed for faith-related reasons. The prevention of statues applies to wax figures. When visiting museums outside the country, the first impression that some have about wax figures is that these figures are scary, imagining that they are real. Many do not like visiting museums, because it is ‘boring’, ‘is a waste of time’, or ‘lies outside their interest’. Some of them do not have the mood for museums. For some, visiting museums is not a touristic activity. Some do not see it as romantic to visit museums with their partners. Museums lack funding for acquiring more contemporary and interesting exhibits, partly because museums tend to be socially not appreciated. The national museum pushes cultural boundaries in various ways. First, there is a video of the Big Bang theory, despite its inconsistency with the national ideology. That said, there is no oral or written comment on this video, so as to make it vague. Second, the museum talks about dinosaurs. The existence of dinosaurs is a controversial issue, with some people doubting their existence. At times, dinosaurs are called ‘giant reptiles’. Third, the national museum, at times, displays the scientific timeframes for natural development (e.g. the development of the Earth, oceans and deserts and the formation of rocks and oil), despite being a culturally sensitive issue.


	105. Mannequins: In shops, there are normally no full mannequins, which are seen by some as an attempt to simulate God’s creation. To avoid making mannequins look like God’s creatures, their heads are cut off.


	106. Cameras: Although camerashave been currently widely used, they were off-limits for a long time, for two reasons. First, many individuals have seen the innovation of camerasto represent risks to many norms and values of the culture. Second, the use of camerasto take picturesof the human form was seen as sinful, simulating God’s creatures. 


	107. Dolls: A few decades ago, there was an attempt by tradition authorities to ban dolls because they simulate God’s creatures.


	108. Snapchat: The innovation of Snapchat filters is a controversial issue, as a few believe that these filters change God’s creatures. The national ‘no-depictions-of-mankind’ concept has been reportedly, partly, a hindrance to science, technology, business, medicine, art, museums and many aspects of civilisation.


	109. There have been applied certain restrictions and strategies so as to limit the influence of camerason events and places:


	110. Offices: Normally, men do not have, at their office, picturesof their family members (whether male or female members).


	111. Houses: Hanging paintings on walls at houses is not part of the culture.


	112. Changing Rooms: There are, at most times, no female changing rooms in shops, because many citizens show concern over hidden camerasin changing rooms. Some believe that any woman who agrees to try on clothes in changing rooms is a bad woman. Some western women do not like to do shopping for clothing in Saudi Arabia because of the non-existence of fitting rooms.


	113. Hotel Rooms: Some individuals are worried about possible hidden camerasin hotel rooms.


	114. Studios: There are female-only photo studios, which women visit to have their pictures taken for visas and other purposes. These studios must maintain an excellent public reputation demonstrating their ability to keep the taken pictures of women strictly confidential. A few decades ago, such studios did not exist, as they (and the concept of photographing women in general) were socially resisted.


	115. Schools: In formal online education, women do not teach at all, because it involves broadcasting the image of the teacher.


	116. Salons: Some beauty salons need individuals to model for them, so that they can show their customers examples of their work. However, hardly any female Saudi agrees to act as models for beauty salons. So, these salons may have to ask foreigners to do the modelling. Some of these foreigners charge salons around US$400.


	117. Weddings: Smartphones are, at times, not allowed in female-only places (e.g. wedding venues) wherein women take off the veil; to prevent people from taking photos of unveiledwomen. There can be a metal detector to ensure female attendees do not carry cameraswhen entering female-only places.


	118. Conferences: At international conferences outside the country, although some Saudi female participants reveal their face, some of them sit in a corner during these conferences and ask photographers not to include their corner in the pictures. Some of them do not take part in the conference group picturetaken at the end of conferences.


	119. There have been applied certain restrictions and strategies so as to limit the influence of camerason individuals:


	120. Female Relatives: Although some female members of the new generation take picturesof themselves, they do not share these pictureseven with their siblings. It is normal that one has no picturesof their sisters, mothersand grandmothers.


	121. Wives: Some men do not have any picturesof their wifeon their own devices because of their concerns about hackers. They may instead save them on an external hard drive.


	122. Foreigners: Some Saudi women want to take pictureswith a western woman using their own cameras, and yet they do not allow a western woman to take a picturewith them using her camera.


	123. There have been applied certain restrictions and strategies so as to limit the influence of camerason tools:


	124. CCTV: There are normally no CCTV camerasin female-only areas where women are unveiled. This leaves women with some space for misbehaviour and petty crimes.


	125. ID Cards: First, if a photocopy of ID cards is required, some women cover their photo with tape when providing a photocopy. Second, when one’s national ID card or residency ID card expires, all one’s bank accounts will be frozen until one renews it.


	126. Textbooks: In primary school, some studentsslash the neck of the painted and photographic God’s creatures (e.g. humans and animals) in the textbooks, believing that they have killed them by doing so.


	127. Profiles: Many female users of social networks do not use photos of their facefor their profile pictures. They, instead, use picturesof animals, babies, cartoon characters or celebrities. Likewise, many female users of photo-sharing websites do not upload picturesof themselves. They upload only parts of their body that do not reveal their identity (e.g. their hands) or picturesof their male relativesor of objects. Many romantic picturesin online national forums are not picturesof Saudis, but rather picturesof other Arabs, Turkish people or celebrities. Many such picturesare taken from the Americanmovie Twilight or the Turkish series Silver. In general, there is no pictureculture for the Saudi female face and body. Indeed, some women do take picturesof themselves, but their face is covered. They therefore cannot be identified in these pictures.


	128. Webcams: Some women veilwhen using webcams to chat with their familysince webcam calls can be hacked. When not in use, some women cover the hole of the webcam with tape, just in case someone hacks into it.


	129. Satellites: The attempt to have satellites taking HD picturesof the whole world is seen by some as a risk to female privacy.


	130. Advertisements: First, having Saudi female faceson walls and advertisements is not part of the culture. Second, most websites of governmental agencies offer news about their female section but without photos of its female members.


	131. Social Media: Many citizens nowadays take picturesof almost everything and are active users of Instagram and Snapchat. Moreover, professional photography has become a common habit among Saudis of different ages and genders. There are three main things that Saudi photographers take picturesof three things: sports, foodand lifestyles. First, sport activity is one of the few things that these photographers take picturesof. This is because football is exceptionally common among citizens (whether to watch or play). Second, foodis one of the few things that these photographers take picturesof. This is because food has a special value in the Saudi context, given that going out for food is, almost, the most popular outdoor ‘activity’. Third, these photographers do take picturesof female lifestyles, but only those of female children(not female adults).


	132. TVs: First, there were social campaigns against the idea of introducing the culture to the TV innovation. When TV satellites came to the country, some ‘liberal’ citizens used to buy them secretly, bring them home in a black bag at night when others were asleep, sneakily take them up to the rooftop and locate them in the rooftop in a place where people on the street could not see. TV satellites used to be ‘smuggled’ into houses. They have, however, managed to march into the culture and moreover have become an integral part of it. Second, it is common to watch (for many hours) Araband non-Arab (e.g. Turkish and western) movies (with subtitles or dubbed), TV shows and dancing clips. Some watch such TV shows as Triumph of Love (Spanish but dubbed into Arabic). Other (Turkish dubbed into Arabic) TV shows are ‘Kuzey Güney’, ‘What Is Fatmagül’s Fault?’ and ‘As Time Goes By’. Some do not like to watch Arab TV shows, seeing them as ‘pathetic’. Anime movies and TV shows (i.e. Japanese hand-drawn or computer animation) are well-known and followed by many. Third, many know western movie stars and other celebrities. Western movies are legal in the country, although certain aspects of these movies are filtered out. That is, there are various types of film censorship. One type involves deleting the culturally inappropriate parts of a film. Another type involves rewording culturally inappropriate terms and sentences in soundtracks when dubbing films. An additional type involves rewording culturally inappropriate terms and sentences in the captions when the film is subtitled.
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