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Chapter 1: Destiny Calls



[image: image]








Sophie was perplexed as she regarded the display on her computer while she sat at her desk. After several weeks of working on the same project, she was beginning to experience feelings of exhaustion and boredom. She was in need of a break, but she was unable to leave her job earlier. Her phone rang just as she was beginning to feel sorry for herself and sitting there. It turned out to be a notification from the astrology app she was using.


"Sophie, you must answer the call of fate. Are you prepared to respond to my question?"


Sophie rolled her eyes in a bored manner. She had downloaded the app on a whim, thinking it would be entertaining to read her daily horoscope, and had done so without giving it much thought. On the other hand, as of late, the notifications had been becoming an increasing nuisance.


Sophie chose to disregard the message and instead attempted to concentrate on the work at hand. On the other hand, as the day wore on, she discovered that she was becoming more and more distracted. She was unable to shake the uneasy feeling that something significant was about to take place. Something big.


Her phone rang once more just as she was finishing up her morning routine and getting ready to go out for the day. This time, it was a text message from her best friend Maya, who she had not seen in a while.


"What about you, are you free tonight? I would like to buy you some drinks at a bar."


Sophie broke into a grin. Maya had an uncanny ability to cheer her up at any given moment.


"Of course, where do you suggest we meet?"


"What do you think of that new bar that just opened up downtown? I've been told that the scenery is breathtaking."


There was some hesitation from Sophie. She was not in the mood to be around a lot of people or listen to loud music. But then she recalled the astrology app she had downloaded.


She mumbled to herself, "Destiny is calling," as she prepared to leave.


After quickly tapping out "Sounds great!" on her keyboard, she exited the building without further comment.


Sophie could feel the excitement rising up inside of her as the elevator descended to the lobby of the building she was staying in. Perhaps Maya was absolutely correct. It's possible that what she needed most was a night out on the town.


She ventured outside, and the air was fresh and brisk when she did so. The sun was beginning to set, illuminating the city in a warm golden hue. Sophie experienced a surge of energy, and she had the impression that the entire universe was working together to make this a night she would never forget.


She flagged down a taxi and made her way downtown, her excitement visible in the rapid beating of her heart. She noticed that Maya had already claimed a prime spot by the railing when she arrived at the rooftop bar and saw that Maya was already there.


While Maya was handing her a drink, she exclaimed, "Look at that view!" "Isn't it amazing how things work out?"


Sophie took a drink and gazed out the window at the illuminated cityscape. Even though it was stunning, she couldn't shake the feeling that she was missing out on something else that she was supposed to see.


During their catch-up conversation, Sophie became aware that a man at the bar was observing her. He had a towering stature and dark head of hair, and his eyes were a brilliant blue. He broke into a smile and raised his glass as soon as she caught his attention.


The shock of electricity was felt by Sophie. Even though she had never seen him before, she recognized him due to a characteristic about him. When she looked at him, she couldn't help but get the impression that she was seeing someone she had met in a previous incarnation.


She pointed toward the bar and asked Maya, "Who's that guy?" she wanted to know.


Maya did a quick turn and looked. "I have no idea, but he's adorable," she said.


Sophie experienced an intense rush of nerves. She had never been in situations where she felt this way around men. She had been without a significant other for a very long time, and she had begun to accept the possibility that she would never find the love of her life.


But as she observed the man sitting at the bar, she realized that this circumstance was unique. This was the hand of fate guiding us.
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Chapter 2: The Constellations Align
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Sophie's mind kept going back to the man she'd seen at the bar and she couldn't shake the obsession. Maya had left early, and Sophie had remained for another drink in the hopes that he would come over to talk to her. She had been waiting for him. But he never did.


Sophie couldn't help but gaze at the night sky as she made her way home. She could see the stars in the sky clearly, and the various constellations were shining brightly. Since she was a young child, she had a deep fascination with the night sky and the stars. She has fond memories of spending hours upon hours with her father gazing up at the night sky and having him point out the various stars, planets, and galaxies.


Sophie became aware, as she continued to walk, that an odd occurrence was taking place. It appeared as though the stars in the sky were moving, rearranging, and rearrangement themselves. She rubbed her eyes as she contemplated the possibility that she was hallucinating. When she opened them once more, however, she found that the constellations had indeed shifted.


The feeling of awe that washed over Sophie was overwhelming. She could not recall ever having seen anything quite like it before. She pondered whether or not what she was seeing was some sort of astronomical occurrence, or whether or not she was in the presence of something truly magical.


She sensed a pull on her as she continued walking, as if the constellations were leading her somewhere specific. She went with the feeling and allowed her feet to guide her down streets and alleys that were unfamiliar to her. She had the impression that she was going on a trip, and the stars served as her map.


At long last, she arrived at her destination: a quaint park that she had never visited before. It was peaceful and secluded, encircled by tall trees on all sides. There was a large circular fountain in the middle of the park, and in the middle of the fountain was a statue of a woman holding a star.


As Sophie got closer to the fountain, she couldn't help but feel a wave of familiarity wash over her. She suddenly realized that she had envisioned herself here in one of her previous dreams. She had a dream that the woman portrayed in the statue had talked to her and told her that the time had come for her to fulfill her destiny.


Sophie could hear footsteps approaching from behind her as she stood there. She turned around just in time to see the bar patron approaching her on foot.


"I've been looking for you," he said, smiling.


Sophie experienced a startling moment of recognition. It appeared as though they had been acquainted for a very long time.


She asked him, "What's happening?" while pointing to the stars in the sky.


He raised his head and took in the ever-changing star patterns above him. He stated that everything was falling into place perfectly. "This must be a sign."


An indication of what?


He responded with the phrase "of destiny." "Because the cosmos is responsible for bringing us together."


Sophie felt a sense of wonder. It was very fantastical, almost like something out of a storybook.


She responded by saying, "I don't even know your name."


"Jack," he greeted, extending his hand to the listener.


A jolt of electricity ran through Sophie as she grabbed it.


He motioned toward the fountain and beckoned for you to follow him, saying, "Come with me."


Sophie continued to follow him despite having the impression that she was in a dream. They were in close proximity to one another as they stood in front of the statue, gazing upward at the star held by the woman.


Jack remarked that "magic" could be found in this location. It was said that if you wished upon that star, your wish would come true.


Sophie found that she couldn't help but crack a smile. She bowed her head and wished upon the stars as she closed her eyes, drawing strength from the universe around her.


As she opened her eyes, she saw Jack staring at her with a loving expression on his face.


"I think our hopes and dreams have just been granted," he said.


Sophie experienced a tingling sensation all the way through her chest. It was as if the heavens had been holding their collective breath for this very moment, waiting for the two of them to finally come face to face.


As they left the park together, Sophie's anticipation grew stronger and stronger as she thought about what was to come. She was unsure of the destination of this journey, but she was confident that she was prepared to arrive there regardless.
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Chapter 3: A Chance Encounter
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The next morning, when Sophie awoke, she had the sensation that she had been living in a dream. She had a hard time believing everything that had taken place the night before. It was very fantastical, almost like something out of a storybook.


Despite her best efforts, she was unable to prevent her mind from wandering to Jack as she prepared for work. She was curious as to whether or not he had experienced the same magic that she had.
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