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  This book is dedicated to every person trying to work out their reason for living. It is my prayer that this book will challenge you and inspire you to live a life that is more focussed on external rewards.




  I dedicate this book to the Holy Spirit. Have your way Lord!
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Chapter 1
What is Eternity?





   




  “I have seen the God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied. He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice and to do good in their lives, and also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labour - it is the gift of God.” Ecclesiastes 3:10-13




  The overall theme of the Book of Ecclesiastes can be summed up in the question asked in Chapter One, verse three: “What profit has a man from all his labor in which he toils under the sun? This is like saying: “What’s the meaning of life? Surely, there must be more to it than just existing for a short time and then dying?” Most people at some stage ponder this.




  God created a physical world in which we are all born into. However, no matter how we spend our life here on earth, we will all spend eternity in one of two places: either in Heaven or in Hell. This book is going to have its focus on living our life on earth in such a way that we will be assured of eternal life in Heaven. There are many books that talk about Hell but this book is not going to be one of them.




  In the opening passage in Ecclesiastes 3:10-13, Solomon assures us that each of us has had eternity placed in our hearts by God Himself. This means that we all instinctively know that this life on earth is not all that there is to live. However, many people deny what is naturally in them. They say instead, that we are on earth to live our life and when we die, our existence will cease. This type of person will probably also deny the existence of God. However, most of us realize that there is an existence beyond this life. Therefore, the hereafter should have an impact in what we do here on earth. We should all strive to live a life that will make a “positive” impact in this world, and that will introduce us to a better life that is to come.




  Solomon says that we cannot know the works of God from beginning to end. Suffice to say that God is God, and He has always been. However, through Jesus, His Son, we can get to personally know God, and be directed by Him in this life. God lives in eternity and He alone knows our future in every detail. Therefore, if we are going to live for eternity, it makes sense that we should take the time to really know God. We need to learn how to walk in a way that brings pleasure to our Creator, whilst we live our relatively short time on earth.




  What is our eternal life going to be like? How can we possibly understand it?




  For a believer, eternity will reach its highest point in Heaven, where we will be continually happy because we will be totally fulfilled in learning and growing in glory. Heaven is outside of time, but all of earth’s past, present and future believers will live in this timeless paradise and we will be continually growing in wisdom and in the things of God.




  In direct contrast, eternity in “Hell” will be a place of everlasting torment that was originally created for the devil and his demons. Hell is not a place than any of us would want to go to, yet Jesus said in Matthew 7:13 that many people are travelling on the road to destruction.




  Eternity in “Heaven” is a place where God and man cooperate perfectly. It is a place where perfection in life is a constant, living reality. It’s an everlasting paradise where God will have His children absolutely delighted in who they were created to be, since the foundation of the earth. In eternity, we will all live in our destined purpose and everyone will bless each other as they go about their everyday life in Heaven; forever and ever.




  Receiving “eternal life” is not something that we should put off till we get to Heaven. We can be certain of this because when Jesus was interceding to His Father for us, the night before He went to the cross, He said to His Father: “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.” John 17:3




  Therefore, at salvation, we entered into eternal life because knowing Jesus is eternal life. Later, in the Epistle of John, this truth is reinforced: “And this is the testimony; that God has given us eternal life and this life is in His Son.” 1 John 5:11




  Again, in the epistle of John, we read: “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God had made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.” 1 John 5:10




  Knowing about Jesus is not enough; eternal life is having a personal relationship with Jesus, the Son of God. HE IS eternal life and He is the only One who can take us to His Father’s home in Heaven. Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”John 14:6. Those who have asked Jesus to be their Savior already have “Eternal Life” residing in them, so they are already Heaven bound. For the believer, this wonderful miracle occurred.




  We don’t “earn” salvation by good works. The Bible tells us that we can only receive salvation by faith in the finished work of Christ Jesus on the Cross. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9. Salvation comes from faith in God’s work, not ours.




  This verse tells us that salvation is a totally-underserved gift that God, in His grace, extends to all those who, by faith, humbly believe and receive Jesus as their personal Savior. We are to recognize that God even supplies the faith to believe. We can never therefore earn salvation, no matter how many good works we do. Works, too often puff us up with personal “pride” and this, together with self-centeredness, is the basis of all sin. Therefore, God is not impressed by anyone boasting about themself or their works. In fact, the Bible warns us that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” James 4:6.




  Once we receive God’s gift of salvation and His Holy Spirit enters our human spirit, we will discover that we will naturally do good works as a result of God’s presence within us. Good works, therefore, are the result of personal salvation; they are never the cause of it.




  Christianity is all about man having a personal relationship with God. Religion, on the other hand, is man, by self-effort, trying to reach up to a holy God. This is absolutely impossible, yet all the major religions of the world are based upon earning “merit” with the Creator God. If this were at all possible, God the Father had no need to send His Son to die for us.




  Christianity is all about what God has done for us and our faith response to His work alone. God took the initiative to reach down to us, for we could never reach up to Him. Our part is to respond by faith in Christ alone and give glory to the Holy Spirit who has patiently been working behind the scenes in our life, bringing us to the point where we cry out for help. Good works on our part will be the natural fruit of salvation, because of our love relationship with our Creator God.




  In times past and even today, there are billions of people who deny the Lordship of Jesus Christ, but God’s Word assures us that one day in the future, everyone ever born will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord. However, when this event occurs, it will be too late to receive salvation because the time of God’s grace will have passed. The clock is ticking down towards that day. None of us can be sure of having a tomorrow. If you are reading this book and you are not sure whether you will go to Heaven, then it is time that you speak to a mature Christian whom you respect, and ask them to lead you to Christ. “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold now is the day of salvation.” 2 Corinthians 6:2b.




  “Your attitude should be the kind that was shown us by Jesus Christ, who though He was God, did not demand and cling to His rights as God, but laid aside His mighty power and glory, taking the disguise of a slave and becoming like men. And he humbled Himself even further, going so far as actually to die a criminal’s death on a cross. Yet it was because of this that God raised Him up to the heights of Heaven and gave Him a name which is above every other name. That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow in Heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:5-11 (Living New Testament)




  We are to surrender our life to Jesus before we die, because physical death does not end conscious existence. We have been warned that after death, we will face a judgement: “it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.” Hebrew 9:27. Some people believe in reincarnation but this is the devil’s lie. The Psalmist confirmed this: “We are but “a breath that passes away and does not come again.” Psalm 78:39b




  Man was originally created in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26) Therefore, like God, we are eternal beings. Our quest is to make sure that we spend our eternity with God and not separated from Him forever. God loves all of us, even those who are presently far away from Him. In fact, God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth, for there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus who gave Himself a ransom for all.” 1Timothy 2:4-6. Knowing Jesus is the only way to Heaven.




  When we live our lives with “eternity” in mind, we will think and react very differently about almost everything. Far too often, we worry about things that have no eternal value at all. By recognizing this, we can save ourselves from useless worry. With these things in mind, I hope that I can motivate my readers to become excited about their faith in Jesus, so that they will start living and planning their life with eternity in mind; right now on earth.




  Strictly speaking, eternity is without beginning or end, like the existence of God. However, Christians have God Himself indwelling their human spirit. The things in this book will relate to all those who have been granted eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. In my experiences with God the Father and Jesus, I have come to know much about Heaven and what we can expect to find there. But before we get there, we have a life to live down here on earth. To successfully live that life, we need to have purpose and a sense of destiny in what we do. Living aimlessly with no directional purpose is not a fulfilling life, in fact, it can be the very opposite.




  King Solomon, in my opening verse in Ecclesiastes, exhorts us, as sons of men, to be busy and to labor in life, as he implies that this is what is going to bring us lasting fulfilment. He says that our life and our ability to work is God's “gift” to us. Therefore, it makes sense for us to be actively pursuing what we were created to do. Many of us have personally discovered that life is far more rewarding if we work. However, life can be even more satisfying if we work with a concept of building up treasures in Heaven. It is this eternal perspective that will be addressed in this book.




  As Christians, there are many things that God has called us to do. For example: We are to be joyful always; to pray without ceasing; to give thanks in all situations; to forgive others; to go the extra mile; to exhibit the fruit of the Holy Spirit and be ambassadors for Christ. In fact, we are to love others as we love ourselves and to love the Lord with all our heart and soul. In the process of doing all these things, God will cause us to discover His “personal work” for us to do.




  I am a simple man. I have no theological certificates. Whilst we explore the coming chapters, I will be writing out of my knowledge and current beliefs. Life has taught me many things; the Holy Spirit has taught me many things; and other gifted speakers have added to my understanding. However, I pray that you enjoy simplicity and you are not turned off that this book will not be a major theological text. While some chapters have numerous Bible quotes, others may not have any. It depends on where the Holy Spirit leads me in each chapter.




   




  
Chapter 2
Why is Eternity Important?





   




  Jesus warned the church in the last chapter of the Bible: “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work.” Revelation 22:12. 




  At first glance, this verse may seem to be somewhat confusing because Ephesians 2: 8-9 quite clearly says that it’s our “faith” not our works that God is interested in. Salvation is based solely on our belief “in the finished work of God” through Jesus His Son, on the Cross.




  However, if you are looking at the Bible through the lens of “eternal” rewards, you will discover that all believers are going to be rewarded in Heaven according to “their works” on earth. It’s important for us to know that “all these works” will be works that we have done since becoming a Christian.




  In summary: we can’t get to Heaven by our works, but we will get to Heaven, if by faith, we put our trust in the finished work of Jesus. However, once we arrive in Heaven, our eternal “rewards” will be determined by the works done by us, since believing in Jesus.




  I have discovered that some people resist the subject of eternal rewards. Perhaps, they don't like the idea of some people in Heaven having a more rewarding experience than others. We can, however, readily determine in the Gospels that Jesus was against us storing up futile “earthly” treasures. He said: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21




  Jesus wants us to chase after His eternal Kingdom treasures. We are to enjoy things, but we are not to love these things; we are to love only people and God. We are to know that God is not against us having luxuries if we can afford them, but He is opposed to material things controlling us. It’s a tragedy when people begin to trust in their material goods instead of trusting in God, who has provided them in the first place by gifting man to work and create.




  Always bear in mind that earthly treasures are only temporal, whilst Heavenly treasures are eternal. God wants us to enjoy our possessions, but He detests selfish and extravagant materialism that ties a person to the mindset of the world. Besides, we can’t take any physical thing with us when we die, so what is the use of storing something, without the hope of redeeming it at some later stage?




  We learn from Scripture that the church is the New Testament “temple” of God. “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20




  Because we represent God’s temple, we are not to do or say things that may cause schisms in the body of Christ, but we are to build on the firm foundation of Christ Jesus. Paul said: “Why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” Romans 14:10.




  Each person is responsible to God and the right of such judgment has been given to Christ. “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son.” John 5:22. For a brief time, Jesus was God veiled in human flesh. He was the God-Man: fully God and fully man. Jesus can testify what it’s like being confined to a human body with its fleshly weaknesses and limitations. Jesus purchased our redemption with His Own blood. Being full of wisdom, justice and mercy and always obedient to His Father’s will, He has truly earned the right to be God’s appointed Judge of the world.




  Weak and strong Christians alike shall all individually stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. There will be no unbelievers present, for this judgment will determine the degrees of reward we will each enjoy in Heaven, according to our “works” as a believer. Some people call it the Bema Judgment Seat because the word “Bema” denotes a raised platform, where athletes receive their medals. This was the practice in early Athens. Today, we use a similar Bema at the Olympic Games for our current champions to receive their medals.




  This judgement is not to be confused with the “Day of Judgment” where, at a much later date, there will be a vast company of people standing guilty before the Lord. This awesome Day will be very sombre as it will be the reckoning day for “unbelievers only” since the time of Adam and Eve. The souls and spirits of those who have died will be raised from their resting place and all living unbelievers on earth at that time will attend this judgment.




  Now, back to believers. Paul has told us: “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building. According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 3:9-11




  All believers make up God’s “worldwide church” – known as “His living temple.” Jesus Christ is the Chief Cornerstone of this living temple. Therefore, ministers of the Gospel are to be wise builders and shepherds, as they are ultimately responsible to God alone. As leaders, they are to teach their flock sound doctrine based on the sure foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Long before Christ, King Solomon built God a glorious and extravagant temple, but after the death and resurrection of Jesus, we learn that “the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands” Acts 7:48. Now, God dwells in living “human” temples.




  Some Christians may be ignorant about Heavenly rewards, but the Bible teaches that Jesus will judge the individual works of every believer since they were saved. By having a sound doctrine which leads to a closer walk with God and a deep love for others, a believer’s works will hopefully be classified as being gold, silver or precious stones. If this is the case, their works will survive the test of fire and they will receive many eternal rewards in Heaven.




  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on, endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 1 Corinthians 3: 12-15




  In contrast, some believers compromise the truth of God’s Word; they are careless in their walk with God and are bad witnesses to the goodness and holiness of God. The “works” of these believers will be classified as “wood, hay or straw" and will quickly burn up in God’s test in Heaven. Though they suffer eternal loss of reward, they will still enter Heaven because of the indwelling Holy Spirit residing in them.




  Perhaps, the main reason why people don’t give eternal rewards much thought is that they haven’t had teaching on the subject. I want you to know that living in the light of eternity will definitely have its rewards at this Judgment Seat of Christ because the decisions made that day by the Lord will be irrevocable.




  On that judgment day, you will be given your Heavenly position and assignment, based on the knowledge you have of God, the doctrines you live by, your faithfulness to your gifting and the opportunities God has given you since your salvation. Decisions made by the Lord will be eternal decisions, which will result in the type of work you will enjoy in Heaven.




  If our present life is just all about us, we need to change our attitude, as self-centeredness will not result in many Heavenly rewards. Our present life is only for a season, whereas eternity is forever. A child only has short-term vision, but a child of God is to have long-range vision.




  Jesus spoke much about the importance of living a life of self denial. When Peter said to Jesus: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” in Matthew 16:16, Jesus replied: “Blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but My Father who is in Heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:17-18.




  Note: Jesus instantly gave His disciple a name-change. But most importantly, Jesus called Peter’s revelation a rock. This “rock or revelation truth” is absolutely pivotal in becoming part of God’s family. In reality, every believer since that time has received the same revelation from God and that is: Jesus Christ is God’s anointed One – Jesus Christ is God!




  The Jews had long been waiting for their promised Messiah to come and save them from their enemies; the word Messiah means God’s anointed One. In fact, most Jews today are still waiting for their Messiah to come and save them from their enemies, because they don’t realize that their forefathers insisted that He be put on a cross, over two thousand years ago.




  Immediately after Peter’s revelation, Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He was going to suffer and be killed. Although Peter believed that Jesus was the long awaited Jewish Messiah, he vehemently rejected the idea that suffering and death would come to God’s anointed. Jesus rebuked him and said: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Matthew 16:24-26




  Today, this type of message is not very often preached from the pulpit. It would certainly not be a popular sermon to say to people that they needed to deny themselves on earth so as to gain Heavenly rewards. The very idea of self-denial is abhorrent to most people.




  What does self-denial actually look like? Who preaches this kind of stuff? Surely, being a Christian who regularly attends church and does their best to obey God is enough. After all, Jesus died for our sins, isn't that enough? Why should Jesus need us to carry a cross? And if we were to consider carrying a cross, what would our cross look like?




  Self-denial can be doing something different with your time and resources than what other people do. Self-denial can be living in such a way that others are blessed and not all your time and resources are spent on personal wants and desires. Self-denial differs from person to person. Self denial can't be said in a one-size-fits-all sort of way. For example: to a mother who lives at a rubbish tip in one of the slums of the world, self denial would look different to the executive who earns eighty thousand dollars or more each year.




  My Testimony: Many years of my life were lived in personal pain because of an addiction. It took a long time for me to become free of that habit, but when I did became free, I was used to spending so much money each week on my sin and now I had spare cash each week. Jesus introduced me to self denial by encouraging me to give my money to beggars each week - two dollars at a time. For many years, I paid my bills and simply gave away all my spare cash.




  However, in the last three years, Jesus has led me to write books and self-publish them. The self-publishing process takes a lot of money and nearly every pension day has two hundred dollars going towards my latest project. I do this because I see my books as “Kingdom seed” that will be sown into the lives of people. I willingly choose to deny myself of unessential things in order that I might sow into producing books, so that people will grow in the Lord.




  I delight to serve the Lord. I love to see how many of my books have been downloaded. I particularly get excited every time I make them free. I am excited each time I release a new book and start to read the reviews of the book as people read them and bless me with their feedback in the public forum on Amazon. I love people to write to me and tell me what impact one of my books had on them. I am fulfilled in life and excited on my journey with the Lord.




  I urge you to consider whether there is something you could deny yourself in order to direct money or even your talent or time into something beneficial for Kingdom purposes. I pray that you will seriously consider these things and move from simply existing in this world, to prospering in every single way in your life.
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