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      With the creation of the College Football Playoff in 2014, it was supposed to be the end-all of deciding who was going to be the National Champion. In a long story short, it wasn't. It created as many problems (if not more) as the previous system in the BCS. Yes, it did give two more teams a chance at the national championship but it seems that only the Power 5 Conference teams have the opportunity to play for the title while the group of 5 Conference teams is left out. At least the Group of 5 teams had a chance in playing in a BCS Bowl though they were left out of the National Championship game during the BCS Era, and two of the BCS busters are in major conferences (Utah in the Pac 12 and TCU Big 12). Also, the playoffs have lacked parity. Four of the schools since the Playoffs have been there at least four times including two of them have been there all but one year, and that's been those teams have been the Clemson Tigers and the Alabama Crimson Tide who've played each other four times in the College Football Playoff (three for the National Championship including two of the best national championship games ever played) and it could have been five times if Dabo Swinney kept his mouth shut. OK, could Ohio State still beat Clemson if Dabo didn’t talk shit before the 2021 Sugar Bowl? Maybe Though a fifth playoff matchup (fourth national title matchup) is still likely. Actually, they played each other 15 times prior to them playing against each other, especially four straight years with their legendary coaches (Bama with Bear Bryant and Clemson with Frank Howard) in the late 1960s. Surprised, they didn't play more times because the distance from Clemson to Tuscaloosa is only 324 miles. Clemson has played Bama biggest rivals Auburn University more times, 51 to be exact. Not to mention Walter Riggs, the founder of Clemson Football, brought the game over from Auburn. Both Bama and Clemson hate Auburn and dominate the current college football landscape. Yes, you can make the case of Clemson and Ohio State Buckeyes (one of the four with four appearances) who played each other three times in the playoffs and also Sugar Bowl matchup just a season prior to the playoffs starting, but each of those three times happened during the semifinals but not in the Championship game, plus Ohio State hasn’t won a national title since 2014. I thought about making a comment about Woody Hayes punching a Clemson linebacker in the 1978 Gator Bowl, but I didn't think I would land the punch (OK, I did). Also, it was Hayes' last game as Buckeye Head Coach because of that punch and Ohio State was tired of his shit. Maybe Dabo Swinney and Nick Saban would fight a boxing match for Charity. I bet that would sell a lot of tickets (if it’s safe for gatherings) and get high TV ratings. From the looks of it, we're going to see more Clemson-Alabama and Clemson-Ohio State matchups in the playoffs because those teams, including the Oklahoma Sooners (also been in the Playoffs four times), have dominated their conferences since the Playoffs began, especially Bama who started their dominance (again) during the last years of the BCS. Thanks to the playoff system, They've become College Football's version of the Golden State Warriors and the Cleveland Cavaliers though at least with the Warriors and the Cavs, they need to get past three teams as opposed to one for Clemson and Alabama at least they play each other in the semifinals. Their conferences seem to have little to no answers for both teams, especially Clemson in the ACC. Plus, it seems Bama doesn't really need to win their conference to win National Championships. Even if expansion happens in the playoffs (I suggest six teams with the top two teams having a Bye Week), it won't stop Clemson, Bama, Ohio State, and Oklahoma from dominating their conferences. Each program has the same amount of scholarships to give to student-athletes and as of now, all four schools are doing well in recruiting, especially Clemson and Alabama. It seems that Clemson and Alabama have seemed the title contenders year after year despite losing players to the NFL Draft and/or graduation and replacing them with equally good talent, especially Alabama. It seems that they have the best recruiting class nearly every year. Also, their assistants get hired away for Head Coaching jobs and/or other positions. It helps when you got two of the greatest coaches in College Football History in Nick Saban for Alabama and Dabo Swinney for Clemson who actually played for Alabama and was a part of the 1992 National Championship Team. If only Shane Matthews didn't throw that interception. Also, don't be surprised when Saban retires that Alabama booster will do anything to get Dabo to come down to the University of Alabama and I mean anything. Actually, five of Clemson's coaches played for Alabama, two of them for the legendary coach Bear Bryant. They've been toe to toe since 2015 and it seems like their dominance (or predominance in Bama's case) started in the 2008 season where both teams opened the season against each other where the 24th ranked Crimson Tide beat the number nine Tigers 34-10 though it took the Tigers a few seasons to catch up to Bama though that season was the beginning of Dabo's head coaching career as he took over halfway through the season and we all know how that worked out for the Tigers. Yes, Bama has way more prestige than Clemson with about 18 National Championships give or take and Saban has more titles than Dabo though Dabo will have time to catch up to Saban. The BCS wasn't popular, but it was better than College Football Division 1-A now the Football Bowl Subdivision had prior to 1998 (the first season of the BCS). Alabama won some of those championships even though they lost in their bowl games in 1964 and 1973 and in the 1926 season, they tied in their bowl game where they shared the title with Stanford who were 10-0-1. Of course, there's the LSU fans who will say that Alabama had no business in the 2011 Championship game and that should belong to them. Things were crazy back then. Believe it or not, Bama tied Yale with their 18th title and Princeton has 15 (weird, ain't it?). Clemson doesn't have prestige as Bama (then again who does); however, they did have a title back in 1981 though it came with a price as the NCAA came down hard on Clemson for Recruiting Violations. I hate Bama and Clemson; well, I like them. Maybe because of their orange jerseys even though my sister went to a rival school in FSU. She's probably not going to like me too much. Also, it helps that Clemson recruited Deon Cain who went to my high school (different years). Now, for the tale of the dueling dynasties.
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      Believe it or not, the Alabama Crimson Tide started their dominance before Bear Bryant was their head coach. I know it seems to be hard to believe, but it's true. The Alabama program started in 1892 when a law student named William Little learned to play the game while attending perp school in the East Coast. He was the first captain in Bama history with future politicians Bibb Greaves and William Bankhead as his teammates and EB Beaumont as the first head coach; they went 2-2. 32 years later and a year after their first conference title (Southern Conference) won its first national championship under coach Wallace Wade by beating the University of Washington Huskies 20-19 in the Rose Bowl (before it exclusively for Pac-12 and Big Ten Teams prior to the BCS) and they repeat by tying Stanford who shared the title. In 1930, Wade led Bama to their third title in six years by beating the Washington State Cougars 24-0. It ended up being the last time coached by Wade for Alabama as he left Duke University where he had success there winning six conference titles though just felt short of the National Championship a few times and led the Southern Conference (a precursor for the SEC and ACC and now a conference for the Football Championship Subdivision) for nearly ten years. His replacement was Frank Thomas (not to be confused with Baseball Hall of Famer and Auburn legend aka the Big Hurt and another baseball player with the same name in the 1950s and 1960s) who was an assistant in Georgia and coach at Chattanooga. He continued to lead Bama to more success leading them to conference championships three of his first four years there, including the National Championship in 1934, a team that featured Receiver Don Huston who went on the be a Hall of Fame Receiver for the Green Bay Packers scoring 99 receiver touchdowns in his career during that era which was unbelievable and a guy by the name Paul Bryant was the other receiver there. Also, Alabama won the first Southeastern Football Conference Championship in 1933 (did you expect anyone else?). During the Thomas tenure, the Tide had an undefeated season but lost out on the SEC title because Bama had a tie and LSU won all their conference games and they didn’t get a bowl invite, had a runner-up finish in 1937, won another title in 1941 according to the Houlgate system even though Bama lost twice that season (again it was a mess prior to the BCS, Playoff System), and had an undefeated season in 1945 but the title was given to Army and Oklahoma A&M (now known as Oklahoma State). In fairness, can you blame the writers for giving to Army especially after winning World War II? Plus Army also went undefeated as well. Winning and kicking ass on the battlefield and the football field.  After the 1946 season going 7-4, Thomas resigned from his coaching duties and hired Harold Drew to replace him. Drew also replace Thomas as coach for Chattanooga and Drew coached the Ole Miss Rebels in the 1946 season. Drew's tenure as Alabama head coach was good. He went 54-28-7 during his eight seasons there. However, he was not good enough as he was let go as the football after the 1954 season but stayed around to coach the track team. Also, Drew recruited Bart Starr to play for Bama and Starr went on leading the Packers to championships, including the first two Super Bowls. Drew was replaced by Jennings B. Whitworth, a player on the 1930 championship team and an assistant on the 1934 championship He was the Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma State) head coach even though his record was 22-27-2. He was the coach during the Johnny Bright incident where one of his players threw some cheap shots at Johnny Bright, an African American player for Drake University which broke Bright's jaw and Whitworth might have been heard saying the N-word multiple times. Bright ended up being the all-time career rushing leader for the Canadian Football League for a time (now 4th all-time). It took Oklahoma State over 50 years to apologize to Drake University for that incident (Johnny Bright died in 1983). Seriously, they could’ve done that sooner especially while Bright was still alive? Probably not a surprise that Whitworth's tenure at Alabama was terrible. How bad was it? He went 4-24-2 in his three seasons at Bama which included a 0-10 season in 1955. Alabama ended up hiring another former player/assistant who ended up being a legend not only in Alabama but also in College Football as a whole.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Enter the Bear

          

        

      

    

    
      Paul Bryant was born in Moro Bottom, Arkansas, in 1913, the 11th of 12 children. He got the nickname Bear after wrestling a bear during a carnival promotion. He went to Fordyce High School in Arkansas where he led them to a state championship in 1930 and accepted a scholarship to play for the defending national champions Alabama. In his junior year, he was on the 1934 championship team playing with Hutson. In his senior year, he played a game with a broken leg. Would you expect anything less from a guy with the nickname Bear? He was drafted in the fourth round in the very first NFL Draft in 1936 by the Brooklyn Football Dodgers but decided to go into coaching instead. After starting his coaching career as an assistant at Union University in Tennessee, he returned to Bama to be an assistant for a few seasons before going to Vanderbilt as an assistant. He was offered by the University of Arkansas to be their head coach after the 1941 season however, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he passed on the offer and joined the Navy. He rose to the rank of lieutenant commander and was an assistant on Naval teams. After the war, Bear Bryant got his first head coaching job at the University of Maryland where he went 6-2-1. Good record but he left after that season after the University's president allowed a player back to the team even though Bryant had him suspended. The Bear ended up being the head coach at the University of Kentucky rejoining the SEC. He led them to a 60-23-5 record in his eight years at Kentucky, including 11-1 season in 1950, winning the SEC title. Losing to Tennessee who also went 11-1 by a touchdown, ended their national title hopes. He left there after he was tired of being the second banana to Adolph Rupp and his basketball team though he had a friendly relationship with coach Rupp after leaving Kentucky. Bear's next stop was Texas A&M then a part of the Southwestern Conference. They haven't had a winning season since 1945 and in Bear's first year in 1954, he led the team through to a grueling summer camp where the players who got through the camp were called the Junction Boys in honor of the town Junction, Texas, where they had their camp. Each in the ten days was over 100 degrees and Coach Bryant denied water breaks. If that happened now, Coach Bryant would have been fired and blacklisted from coaching ever again. Despite the brutal conditions, there were no reported deaths. 27 to 38 players survived that camp, including future coaches Jack Pardee and Gene Stallings. Bryant later admitted in an interview he would have quit the team if he was a player there and admitted mistreating those players. The Junction Boys later became a book subject with the same title and an ESPN movie starting Tom Berenger. Also, Gary Busey (The Bear) and Enos (Forrest Gump) from the TV Show Dukes of Hazzard (Sonny Shroyer) also played Bear Bryant in a movie. However, it didn't help in the season as they went 1-9 though the only win was against an 8-3 Georgia team. How do you lose to a previously winless especially when you’re an 8-3 team? I know it happens but Damn!!! Even then, it doesn't help to have only 27 to 38 players on the time. It was the only losing season Bear Bryant had as a head coach. They did improve in the next season, going 7-2-1 and followed that up undefeated 1956 season, going 9-0-1 with a tie with Houston being their only blemish in the season. The Next season started out promising by winning their first eight games but losing their last three games by three points or less (OUCH!!!!), including the Gator Bowl to finish 8-3. A highlight of that season was running back John David Crow winning the Heisman Trophy, which was the first and only time a Bear Bryant player won a Heisman. After the season, Bear Bryant took the job in Alabama and the rest was history. He hit the ground running. He took a team that only won four times in the previous three seasons to win 5 games in Bear's first year in Bama, going 5-4-1 in 1958, with it being their first winning season since 1953, and it didn't stop there. Bama followed that season by going 7-2-2 in 1959 and 8-1-2 in 1960 and in Bear Bryant's fourth season, the Crimson Tide won their first national championship in 20 years though it didn't come without controversy. During a game against Georgia Tech, one of his players Darwin Holt elbowed Georgia Tech returner, Chick Graning, even though Graning called for a fair catch. Graning suffered injuries so serve it ended his career. Georgia Tech coach Bobby Dodd wrote a letter to Bryant calling for the suspension of Holt, which Bryant refused to which was one of the reasons why Georgia Tech left the SEC after the 1963-64 school year. The Irony was the next season; Georgia Tech beat Bama 7-6 to prevent them from repeating their title. It was Bama's only loss in 1962 as they went 10-1. Also, 1962 was the first year Bama was led by quarterback Joe Namath. After a 1963 season in which they went 9-2, they won the Bear's second national championship even though they lost to Texas in the Orange Bowl and number two Arkansas won their bowl game to be undefeated (back then the final polls were decided before the bowl games, go figure). Bama repeated in 1965, going 9-1-1 and followed that up by going undefeated and untied in 1966 which included beating Clemson 26-0. However they lost out on a three-peat because college football writers punished Bama for having an all-white team and that there were ugly incidents that happened in Alabama during the civil rights movement. The title went to Notre Dame and Michigan State (both teams were integrated) even though they tied each other in the big game; neither of them played in a bowl game even though Michigan State won the Big Ten Conference and runner-up Purdue played in the Rose Bowl. That wouldn’t happen today. In 1969 and 1970, things didn't look too well for coach Bryant as his teams only won six games those seasons though they did beat Clemson 38-13 in 1969. In 1971, he installed the wishbone offense also. It was the first season where Bama integrated the team with Wilbur Jackson and John Mitchell joining the team. Yes, the USC game in 1970 got credit for integrating Bama's team with USC fullback Sam Bam Cunningham running all over the Bama defense however, Wilbur Jackson was on Bama's freshmen team at the time (freshman couldn't play during the time), so technically they have integrated just not the varsity team, the main team. In fairness to USC, Cunningham, Bryant, and USC coach John McKay, that game did change College Football. Bama might have already integrated, but that loss to Cunningham and USC accelerated the progress. Rest in Peace Sam Cunningham. If Bryant had his way, Bama would have integrated sooner (he also tried to integrate sooner in his previous two stops in Kentucky and Texas A&M, but to no avail though Kentucky has the first SEC team to integrate a decade after Bryant left). I don’t think his bosses were in a hurry to integrate, plus the governor during the Civil Rights era was a racist piece of shit in George Wallace and the University of Alabama is a state university. They finished 11-1, only losing to Nebraska in the Orange Bowl 38-6 (OUCH!!!!). By the time of the 1973 season, a third of Bama's team were African-American and Bryant hired Mitchell who graduated to join his staff. Also, Bryant later hired on Sylvester Croom who ended up becoming the first black coach in the SEC when he was hired by Mississippi State. The 1973 team was Bryant's fourth national championship team even though like the 1964 team, they lost in their bowl game. There were no such question marks in the 1978 and 1979 seasons as Bama won back-to-back titles, including the famous goal-line stand against Penn State in the 1979 Sugar Bowl. Those were Bear Bryant's last national titles as head coach, and in 1981 was his last conference title, and it ended Bama's 11 straight years in the top ten in the coaches poll (they were 11th in the AP poll in 1976). He called it a career after the 1982 season where his tenure ended with a victory against Illinois in the Liberty Bowl where Bama finished 8-4 though he lost his last Iron Bowl game when Auburn freshman running back Bo Jackson leaped over Bama’s defense for a touchdown in the goal-line to win 23-22 to prevent Bama winning 10 straight. The play/game was known as Bo Over the Top. Bo ended winning the Heisman in 1985 and playing in both the Major League Baseball and the NFL and the only player to make an All-Star game and a Pro Bowl. When asked about his retirement plans, he answers, "Probably cloak in a week." Close, he died a month after his last game at the age of 69. There ended the tenure of one Paul "Bear" Bryant. 234 wins at Bama (324 total), 13 Conference Championships (15 total including another SEC Title with Kentucky), and six championships all with Bama unless you want to add the championship the Sagarin System gave Kentucky in 1950 to make it a lucky number seven. Probably would have been seven if his 1972 team knew how to block on punts against Auburn aka the Punt Bama Punt Game. If you're wondering, Bear Bryant was 6-0 against Clemson, including 5-0 during his Bama tenure. He was 19-6 against Auburn which he called them that cow college which is very important to Bama and their fans.
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