
    
      [image: Cover]
    

  



Giuseppe Marinoni, Paolo Rosselli

Terragni and Lingeri's Casa Rustici








                
                
ISBN: 9788899165246

This ebook was created with StreetLib Write (http://write.streetlib.com)
by Simplicissimus Book Farm







        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                 



  
    [image: image 1]
  




StudioMarinoni 
  SMOwnPublishing

© Copyright 2015 

by StudioMarinoni OwnPublishing  

Corso Sempione 36
  20154 Milano

 


www.smownpublishing.com 

www.studiomarinoni.com 

  studio@studiomarinoni.com


 


     


Series EUROPEAN PRACTICE
  Editor Giuseppe Marinoni

 

  
  Advisory board

  Annegret Burg, Giovanni Chiaramonte, Alessandra Coppa, Kurt W. Forster, Luigi Mazza,
  Giuseppe Marinoni, Luis Raúl Moysén Mason, João Nunes Ferreira,
  Santiago Quesada, Pierluigi Salvadeo

 


Scientific Coordination of the Surveys of Casa Rustici StudioMarinoni 

 



  Cover: 



  Design Vilma Cernikyte



  Photo Paolo Rosselli



  
    

  



  Translation May Marnee 


 


ISBN 9788899165246

 


 

  


 


 



  
    [image: image 2]
  





EUROPEAN PRACTICE / 27 

                
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        The Contemporary Urbanity of Casa Rustici
                    

                    
                    
                        Giuseppe Marinoni
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                 


When, in 1933, Pietro Lingeri and Giuseppe Terragni set about  erecting Casa Rustici, corso Sempione was still a tree-lined avenue  outside the city. Along its layout there were prevailingly fields, the  few buildings left its edges frayed. However, the railway belt in  dismantlement, which brushed the lot of Casa Rustici to the north, let  envisage the future urbanization of a “splendid very modern quarter”.
  Casa  Rustici can be considered the milestone of this new piece of town  hinged on corso Sempione. Terragni’s urban awareness had already  appeared in the Casa del Fascio in Como, a sort of reinterpretation of  the Renaissance palace in modern languages and spatialities, and, as a  Renaissance palace, capable of giving value to the urban space where it  rises.
  Thus this is Casa Rustici for corso Sempione. Violating  the modernistic orthodoxy, Terragni achieves a typological syncretism  between “blocks in line”, arranged according to the dictates of the Neue  Sachlichkeit, and the “Venetian palace” with the central void. From  this, a typology of original block comes out, as unitary to meet the  monumental scale of corso Sempione, as porous to introject it, complying  with the futurist aspirations to project the street into the house.
  Not  only an urban wing then, but also the basis of a whole built  compartment that would be completed by its positioning itself. The  streamlined “bridge balconies” become an abstract transparent virtual  screen, which lets seize the structure of the block in its depth: in  this way, from façade of the building, the front also becomes the device  to reveal the city in section in all its thickness. A town palace  which, at the same time, can receive in its inside the landscape values  of Parco Sempione arrived as far as there with the vegetation of the  avenue. The transparencies of the balconies, as in the Immeubles Villas  of Le Corbusier, catch fragments of the landscape, which are brought  into the courtyard and from there till into the flats.
  And they  contaminate both the roofing, which becomes a real garden for the villa  above, and the entrance hall, porous towards the sides and the top, to  receive pieces of vegetation and sky. Casa Rustici can so brilliantly  combine urban and landscape values suited to a modern liveability, as to  become one of the most significant models for the construction of the  contemporary European city.
  Whole city parts were conceived  proceeding from this synthesis, as elementary as effective, between  blocks in line projected into the depth of the lot and the transparent  wing of streamlined balconies parallel to the street to define the  space. The front park of Bercy, built in Paris in the 1980’s of the last  century, or the blocks Am Sandtorkai of HafenCity in Hamburg of the  1990’s are two, perhaps the happiest, among the several examples of  reinterpretation of such a principle of form.
  Typological contaminations also occur in the language of the fronts. The fenêtre en longueur is  hybridized here with the traditional window, but the shape that comes  out does not want to be an element of cubist deconstruction of the  volume into slabs to generate a façade libre; it remains instead an element of composition of the façade according to classic schemes, even if with modern languages.
  Then  also the horizontal and vertical grid of slabs of white marble Lasa,  divided into gold sections on the fields of salmon red terranova  (a typical kind of Italian plaster) assumes an ambivalent meaning.  Evoking in an abstract drawing the constructional system of beams and  pillars, it composes a figure of trabeations and pilasters able to  define, by means of the solid stone base and the slender crowning of  cornices open onto the sky, as in the Casa del Fascio of Como, real  monumental urban fronts.
  The kind of building as “rented house”,  with flats and offices on the lower floors and the owner’s residence on  the attic floor, does not release Terragni and Lingeri of experimenting  with typologies of living and working spaces. On the attic floor the  “Villa” isolated from the city with its surrounding terraced garden. On  the first floor and in the basement the “Ateliers” with offices mostly  conceived as open space. On the middle floors the “Flats”, subdivided  into sizes from three to seven rooms with fine finishes, suited to the  growing upper middle class.
  After years of carelessness due to a  scarce maintenance and short-sighted interventions of accommodation,  Casa Rustici is going back to its original splendour. Since it was  declared a national monument in 1992, a greater awareness aimed at the  protection has arisen, as to solicit a careful work of restoration  started in 2011.
  The damaged building parts are now restored.  The marbles of the façades, the stones of the floors of the foyers, and  the walls of glass tiles of the courtyard have been repaired. Careful  stratigraphic analyses have allowed to reinstate the materials and the  colours of plasters, shutters, gratings.
  Even the work of some  residents with their architects has contributed to give back splendour  to the spaces of flats and offices, often reinterpreting in a  con-temporary key the greatness of the internal spatialities of the  living and working ambits conceived by Lingeri and Terragni.
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  Casa Rustici onto corso Sempione 
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  Profile and section of corso Sempione with Casa Rustici 
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