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ABOUT SHAKESPEARE


William Shakespeare, often hailed as the Bard of Avon, is an iconic figure in English literature whose works have transcended time and culture, captivating audiences for over four centuries. Born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564, Shakespeare's early life was one of modest beginnings, which belied the incredible impact he would have on the world of literature and the English language.


Embarking on his literary journey in the late 16th century, Shakespeare moved to London, where he began his career as an actor before blossoming into one of the most prolific playwrights of his era. His repertoire includes 39 plays, 154 sonnets, and several other poems, covering a wide range of genres from tragedies and comedies to histories and romances. His ability to delve deep into the human condition, exploring themes of love, power, jealousy, betrayal, and the supernatural, has rendered his works timeless.


Shakespeare's masterpieces, such as "Hamlet," "Romeo and Juliet," "Macbeth," and "A Midsummer Night's Dream," showcase his unparalleled skill in blending intricate characters, complex narratives, and a rich tapestry of language. His contributions have enriched the English language, introducing phrases and words that remain in common usage today.


Despite his fame, much of Shakespeare's personal life remains shrouded in mystery, contributing to the intrigue and fascination surrounding his legacy. He passed away in 1616, but his works continue to live on, resonating with audiences around the globe and influencing countless generations of writers, artists, and thinkers.


Shakespeare's legacy is not just in the breadth of his work but also in its enduring relevance. His exploration of universal themes has made his plays and sonnets as pertinent today as they were in the Elizabethan era. His profound understanding of human nature and his ability to express the most profound emotions and complex philosophical ideas in beautiful, evocative language have cemented his status as not just a literary giant but as a timeless beacon of the arts.


In conclusion, William Shakespeare's unique biography is one of a humble beginning leading to monumental acclaim, his work serving as a cornerstone of English literature and a mirror to the human soul. His legacy endures, a testament to the enduring power of words to capture the essence of the human experience.




SUMMARY


"Julius Caesar" by William Shakespeare is a riveting masterpiece that dives deep into the heart of political intrigue, betrayal, and the tumultuous tides of power and ambition. Set against the backdrop of ancient Rome, this timeless play unfolds the story of Julius Caesar, a powerful leader beloved by the masses but feared by the elite. As Caesar's power grows, so does the concern among a faction of senators who see his ascent as a threat to the republic's democracy. Led by the cunning Brutus and the persuasive Cassius, they hatch a plot that culminates in the dramatic assassination of Caesar, a pivotal moment that sends shockwaves through history.


The aftermath of Caesar's death is a chaotic whirlwind of guilt, manipulation, and escalating conflict as the conspirators face the consequences of their actions. Mark Antony, Caesar's loyal friend, emerges as a formidable force, using his oratorical prowess to sway public opinion and ignite a civil war against the conspirators, leading to a climax that is both tragic and thought-provoking.


"Julius Caesar" is not just a historical narrative but a profound exploration of themes such as friendship, honor, and the moral complexities of power and ambition. Shakespeare's eloquent language, memorable characters, and masterful storytelling make this play an unforgettable journey into the depths of human nature and the consequences of our choices. It's a compelling reminder of the fragile balance between ambition and ethics, and the timeless struggle for power and its implications on society's fabric.




CHARACTERS LIST



Julius Caesar - The powerful leader of Rome who has just returned victorious from a war. Despite his strength and popularity, he faces opposition from those who fear his rise to absolute power might spell doom for the Republic's democratic principles.




Brutus - A respected Roman senator who loves Caesar as a friend but fears his potential as a dictator. His internal struggle between loyalty to his friend and duty to Rome leads him to join the conspiracy against Caesar.




Cassius - A talented and manipulative senator who harbors a deep jealousy and resentment towards Caesar's power. He is the mastermind behind the conspiracy and persuades Brutus to join their cause.




Mark Antony - A loyal friend and ally of Caesar. After Caesar's death, he skillfully turns public opinion against the conspirators, igniting a civil war to avenge his friend's assassination.




Octavius Caesar - Caesar's adopted son and appointed successor. He joins forces with Mark Antony to fight against Caesar's assassins.




Portia - Brutus' devoted and strong-willed wife. She is aware of Brutus' internal conflict and pleads with him to confide in her.




Calpurnia - Caesar's wife. She fears for his safety and begs him to stay home on the day of his assassination, after having ominous dreams and seeing bad omens.




Casca - One of the conspirators against Caesar. He is the first to stab Caesar.




Decius Brutus - Another conspirator who persuades Caesar to attend the Senate on the day of his assassination by reinterpreting Calpurnia's dream in a positive light.




Cicero - A Roman senator with considerable influence. Though he is not involved in the conspiracy, his presence and opinions influence the political atmosphere.




Lepidus - He joins with Antony and Octavius to form the Second Triumvirate, the three-man ruling coalition that seeks to avenge Caesar's death and bring the conspirators to justice.



These characters, each with their own motives and destinies, weave the complex tapestry of "Julius Caesar," bringing to life Shakespeare's exploration of power, loyalty, and the consequences of ambition.
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Dramatis Personae



Julius Caesar
Octavius Caesar, triumvir after the death of Julius Caesar
Marcus Antonius, triumvir after the death of Julius Caesar
M. Aemilius Lepidus, triumvir after the death of Julius Caesar
Cicero, senator
Publius, senator
Popilius Lena, senator
Marcus Brutus, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Cassius, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Casca, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Trebonius, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Ligarius, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Decius Brutus, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Metellus Cimber, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Cinna, conspirator against Julius Caesar
Flavius and Marullus, tribunes
Artemidorus of Cnidos, a teacher of rhetoric
A Soothsayer
Cinna, a poet. Another poet
Lucilius, friend to Brutus and Cassius
Titinius, friend to Brutus and Cassius
Messala, friend to Brutus and Cassius
Young Cato, friend to Brutus and Cassius
Volumnius, friend to Brutus and Cassius
Varro, servant to Brutus
Clitus, servant to Brutus
Claudius, servant to Brutus
Strato, servant to Brutus
Lucius, servant to Brutus
Dardanius, servant to Brutus
Pindarus, servant to Cassius
Calpurnia, wife to Caesar
Portia, wife to Brutus
Senators, citizens, guards, attendants, etc.
Scene: Rome; the neighbourbood of Sardis; the neighbourbood of Philippi.






Act I






Scene I


Rome. A street.


Enter FLAVIUS, MARULLUS, and certain Commoners


FLAVIUS



Hence! home, you idle creatures get you home:
Is this a holiday? what! know you not,
Being mechanical, you ought not walk
Upon a labouring day without the sign
Of your profession? Speak, what trade art thou?



First Commoner


Why, sir, a carpenter.


MARULLUS



Where is thy leather apron and thy rule?
What dost thou with thy best apparel on?
You, sir, what trade are you?



Second Commoner



Truly, sir, in respect of a fine workman, I am but,
as you would say, a cobbler.



MARULLUS


But what trade art thou? answer me directly.


Second Commoner



A trade, sir, that, I hope, I may use with a safe
conscience; which is, indeed, sir, a mender of bad soles.



MARULLUS


What trade, thou knave? thou naughty knave, what trade?


Second Commoner



Nay, I beseech you, sir, be not out with me: yet,
if you be out, sir, I can mend you.



MARULLUS


What meanest thou by that? mend me, thou saucy fellow!


Second Commoner


Why, sir, cobble you.


FLAVIUS


Thou art a cobbler, art thou?


Second Commoner



Truly, sir, all that I live by is with the awl: I
meddle with no tradesman's matters, nor women's
matters, but with awl. I am, indeed, sir, a surgeon
to old shoes; when they are in great danger, I
recover them. As proper men as ever trod upon
neat's leather have gone upon my handiwork.



FLAVIUS



But wherefore art not in thy shop today?
Why dost thou lead these men about the streets?



Second Commoner



Truly, sir, to wear out their shoes, to get myself
into more work. But, indeed, sir, we make holiday,
to see Caesar and to rejoice in his triumph.



[image: ]


MARULLUS



Wherefore rejoice? What conquest brings he home?
What tributaries follow him to Rome,
To grace in captive bonds his chariot-wheels?
You blocks, you stones, you worse than senseless things!
O you hard hearts, you cruel men of Rome,
Knew you not Pompey? Many a time and oft
Have you climb'd up to walls and battlements,
To towers and windows, yea, to chimney-tops,
Your infants in your arms, and there have sat
The livelong day, with patient expectation,
To see great Pompey pass the streets of Rome:
And when you saw his chariot but appear,
Have you not made an universal shout,
That Tiber trembled underneath her banks,
To hear the replication of your sounds
Made in her concave shores?
And do you now put on your best attire?
And do you now cull out a holiday?
And do you now strew flowers in his way
That comes in triumph over Pompey's blood? Be gone!
Run to your houses, fall upon your knees,
Pray to the gods to intermit the plague
That needs must light on this ingratitude.



FLAVIUS



Go, go, good countrymen, and, for this fault,
Assemble all the poor men of your sort;
Draw them to Tiber banks, and weep your tears
Into the channel, till the lowest stream
Do kiss the most exalted shores of all.



Exeunt all the Commoners



See whether their basest metal be not moved;
They vanish tongue-tied in their guiltiness.
Go you down that way towards the Capitol;



This way will I



disrobe the images,
If you do find them deck'd with ceremonies.



MARULLUS



May we do so?
You know it is the feast of Lupercal.



FLAVIUS



It is no matter; let no images
Be hung with Caesar's trophies. I'll about,
And drive away the vulgar from the streets:
So do you too, where you perceive them thick.
These growing feathers pluck'd from Caesar's wing
Will make him fly an ordinary pitch,
Who else would soar above the view of men
And keep us all in servile fearfulness.



Exeunt
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Scene II


A public place.


Flourish. Enter CAESAR; ANTONY, for the course; CALPURNIA, PORTIA, DECIUS BRUTUS, CICERO, BRUTUS, CASSIUS, and CASCA; a great crowd following, among them a Soothsayer


CAESAR


Calpurnia!


CASCA


Peace, ho! Caesar speaks.


CAESAR


Calpurnia!


CALPURNIA


Here, my lord.


CAESAR



Stand you directly in Antonius' way,
When he doth run his course. Antonius!



ANTONY


Caesar, my lord?


CAESAR



Forget not, in your speed, Antonius,
To touch Calpurnia; for our elders say,
The barren, touched in this holy chase,
Shake off their sterile curse.



ANTONY



I shall remember:
When Caesar says 'do this,' it is perform'd.
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