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  Chapter One
Appraisal of the Battlefield




  We will begin by taking a real look at the battlefield. Many times for us to win battles, we need to understand all aspects of the field of each and every battle.




  

    	Terrorism continues to run rampant on a worldwide basis as confirmed by the daily news broadcasts.




    	More babies have been killed in America during the past years than people murdered in all of history’s wars!




    	An average of 2,260 babies are aborted daily here in the United States.




    	Approximately 58,200 children are abducted each year in the United States.




    	More than one million young people are sexually molested, filmed, or photographed in the United States for child abusers or for the thriving “kiddie porn” trade.




    	In 9 out of 10 cases of child sexual abuse, the abuser is a family member or someone close to the child.




    	Since 1980, the number of unwed mothers has jumped 250 percent. Illegitimate births among teenagers jumped from 199,350 in 1970 to 394,370 in 2007.




    	One out of every fifteen high school students smoke pot almost daily. The average beginning age of children drinking alcohol is 14 years of age.




    	Today nearly half of all marriages end in divorce. About one third of all U.S. families are single-parent families.


  




   




  These are just a few of the terrible conditions of which we are aware. Every day our newspapers carry similar or worse information. Optimists claim that “things” are going to get better, but are they? And, if so, when?




   




  Listen to what the Word of God says:




  2 Timothy 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.




   




  2 Timothy 3:1-4 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;




  It is also a sad fact that under the status quo of the past several years, heathen ways has far outstripped the church world.




   




  During the first 200 years after the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the disciples had reached the whole known world with the influence of Christianity. Almost the whole world was Christian by some definition. Contrast that with the statistics of our day. Although the World Almanac lists 23 percent of the world’s population as Christian, their figures include every denomination — Catholic and Protestant — as well as many cults who use the name of Christ, but deny His power and His teachings. It is estimated by many Christian organizations that less than six percent of the world has truly been discipled for Jesus.




   




  With the population continuing to explode in heathen countries, we have reached almost a zero population growth in North America due to birth control, “living together” arrangements, increasing homosexual liaisons, and legalized abortions.




   




  It is estimated that every year over 80 million people are added to the world’s population—unsaved, unreached people. When we look at the rise of lawlessness in North America and the escalating population of non-Christian and Christian nations, the task before the real Church of Jesus Christ is formidable. Must we withdraw from the arena of life, overwhelmed at what the forces of evil are doing, paralyzed by the weight of population statistics and the desperate needs we see in people’s lives?




   




  Not at all. There is an answer. We, as God’s children, as His called, chosen, and anointed, are that answer. Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the world...” (Matthew 5:14).




   




  God’s Word also tells us:




  1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.




   




  Romans 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.




   




  God means for us to have victory—total victory! He means for us to take the world for Jesus Christ. It can be done. It must be done. We can do it! However, in order for us to do it, something must happen—it must happen in us!




   




  The Church and the individual Christian have a greater challenge today than at any time in history. In God’s dealing with Israel and in the history of the Church, the point of greatest crisis brought forth the greatest manifestations of the power of God.




   




  Man had to seek God for it. It did not come automatically! When Israel began to pray and to seek the face of God, a revelation came that restored the power, that restored the vitality to the spiritual life of the individual and the nation—but man had to seek it. Man must sincerely desire to know and possess this power in order to receive it.




   




  God’s answers are not always easy to accept. Sometimes they demand tremendous dedication of our lives. One of the greatest secrets I have learned through times of great trial and decision is to always trust the Holy Spirit. What may at the moment appear difficult may be the very doorway into the most beautiful experience and blessing of your life.




  You are approaching such a doorway right now. Do not be afraid to step through it. Victory and power in every area of your life awaits you on the other side.




   




  We have made a spiritual breakthrough which is the revelation of our time. The early Church, which took almost the entire known world for Christ, had this outlook:




  

    	They recognized the existence of evil spirits.




    	They knew that evil spirits deceived and possessed men.




    	They understood that the devil was out to hurt, kill, and destroy humankind.




    	They knew that Christ gave His followers authority over them through His name!




    	They recognized their enemy—not things, not surface results.




    	They located their enemy.


  




   




  The Church of Jesus Christ today, as in the days of its beginning, must lay hold on the spiritual equipment of the apostolic period for dealing with the influx of the evil if it is to take our world for Jesus Christ. This is what the revelation of the New Anointing is all about.




  

  Chapter Two


  The Greatest Warfare Ever Known




  The Holy Spirit wants us to understand the real warfare we all are facing every day.




   




  What is the most horrible war or atrocity that your mind can visualize?




   




  Was it the Civil War when hundreds of thousands of mere teenagers were pressed into service; where they were forced to serve under famine conditions with unspeakable sanitation and scant medical attention, with thousands killed, maimed, or scarred for life?




   




  Was it the great conflict known as World War I where more advanced technology resulted in the ability to kill more people in a shorter period of time and again left thousands dead or mutilated?




  Perhaps you think of the senseless and bloody political purgings such as Vietnam, Uganda, or other dictatorial countries. Your mind may picture with terror some war yet to come, perhaps a nuclear exchange which will wipe out man completely and devastate the earth as depicted in science fiction literature and films.




   




  Bible scholars may think immediately of the record in the Book of Revelation when blood will flow as high as the horses’ bridles, or the 39th chapter of Ezekiel which prophesies of those who will be killed and left to be eaten by ravenous birds and beasts of the field.




   




  All war is terrible beyond description—short ones as well as long and bloody ones—but none mentioned, nor indeed any war which ever has been or ever will be, can equal in scope, violence, or catastrophic results the war which has been going on for thousands of years and has claimed millions upon millions of victims—men and women, boys and girls. A war which has destroyed lives, homes, fortunes, health, minds. .which has hurt, killed, tormented, and enslaved. .which has spared neither infant nor elderly. .which has seen no quarter given, but has been and will continue to be a war to the very end of time.




   




  The war of which I am speaking is not a war of swords or guns. It is not a war of armed might or nuclear potential. It is a war that embraces all humankind that does not spare a single person, small or great. It literally, personally, and vitally involves every soul that is ever born into this world without a single exception. This warfare has existed from the beginning of time and can be documented back to the Garden of Eden. It lies at the base of all wars which have ever been fought, all conflicts, all strife, all disasters, whether involving mighty nations or individuals.




   




  It is the war between the only two opposing forces that there are or ever have been in the existence of the world—God and Satan, good and evil. While this warfare has resulted in very real material damage and physical carnage, its roots are neither in the material, nor the physical realm. It is a spiritual battle. It is a battle which pits men one against another, husband against wife, daughter against mother, brother against brother, sister against sister. But the real warfare is and always has been Satan against God, God against Satan.




   




  Many men through the ages, including theologians of great renown, have denied the existence of a real devil, yet the proof of his existence is everywhere. The results of his work are indisputable. Hiding the reality of his existence is one of the cruelest hoaxes he has ever perpetrated on men.




  But not all are deceived. Many great men of God have seen his work and testify to his reality. Billy Graham had this to say: “All of us engaged in Christian work are constantly aware of the fact that we have to do battle with supernatural forces and powers. The devil follows me every day.... He tempts me. He is a very real presence to me.”




   




  He also declared: “There is a connection between the devil and the increase of drugs, pornography, sexual license, and the occult in the U.S. We see people who are committing all kinds of violence, mass murders, and we have learned they have been involved with the occult. The very word ‘witchcraft’ stems from the same Greek word as the word ‘drugs.’”




   




  Pope Paul VI declared: “The smoke of Satan has entered the temple of God through a fissure in the church. ...Evil is not merely a lack of something, but an effective agent, a living, spiritual being, a terrible reality, mysterious and frightening.”




   




  Evan Roberts, the great Welsh revivalist, said: “The devil’s great purpose, for which he fights, is to keep the world in ignorance of himself, his ways, and his colleagues; and the Church is taking sides with him when siding with ignorance about him.”




   




  The Bible itself clearly teaches that Satan is an entity, a being, a real personage:




  Ephesians 6:11, 12 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.




   




  The thief [Satan] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy... (John 10:10).




   




  Neither give place to the devil (Ephesians 4:27).




   




  2 Timothy 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.




   




  Revelations 20:1, 2 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,
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