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    Foreword




    




    “From the age of 6 I had a mania for drawing the shapes of things. When I was 50 I had published a universe of designs. But all I have done before the the age of 70 is not worth bothering with. At 75 I'll have learned something of the pattern of nature, of animals, of plants, of trees, birds, fish and insects. When I am 80 you will see real progress. At 90 I shall have cut my way deeply into the mystery of life itself. At 100, I shall be a marvelous artist. At 110, everything I create; a dot, a line, will jump to life as never before. To all of you who are going to live as long as I do, I promise to keep my word. I am writing this in my old age. I used to call myself Hokusai, but today I sign my self 'The Old Man Mad About Drawing.”




    




    Hokusai Katsushika




    




    Katsukawa Hokusai is one of the most famous names in Japanese art, and the epitome of the later Ukiyo-e ('floating world') school. He also is one of the great draftsmen of the world.




    




    His given name was Tokitarō but he used a constantly-changing sequence of art names. He entered the studio of Katsukawa Shunshō as a self-taught artist in 1778. After Shunshō's death, he probably went on to study with the academic painter Kanō Yūsen. His introduction to the Tawaraya family of the Rimpa School in around 1796 was a turning point in his career. He rapidly developed a reputation as a painter and as a designer of surimono, using the name Sōri. Soon after this he took the name Hokusai ('North studio').
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