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Introduction

Why I Wrote This Book


“When you're good at making excuses, it's hard to excel at anything else” – John L. Mason


Wherever you go, you will find that you are at all times in the company of only two kinds of people: those who are fond of making excuses, hence never achieve anything and those who have no tolerance for excuses, thus always find a way to achieve what they want. Oh, did I forget to add that you also fall into one of those two categories?


Successful people always find a way of getting things done. They never settle for excuses. Take Florence Nightingale, for example. She was a social reformer, statistician, and founder of modern nursing. As diverse as her fields of interest were, Miss Nightingale found a way to be successful at every one of them. She said, “I attribute my success to this. I never gave or took any excuse.”


Both success and failure are attained one step at a time. While a few persons are striving to take that step, the world is sadly full of people who make excuses for not taking that next step. The ones who persist in taking those progressive steps are the ones who go on to achieve greatness.


My country, Nigeria is full of people who love playing the excuse card and have become masters of the blame game. One result of this is that even in the technologically advanced 21st century AD, my country (one of the largest producers and exporters of crude oil in the world) doesn’t have a single functional petroleum refinery.


Nigerians are probably the most educated people anywhere in the world. There are over two hundred universities in the country, not to mention other tertiary institutions. No other African country can match that. The result is that Nigeria has a large number of tertiary school graduates. Sadly, the bulk of them are unemployed. This need not be the case in a country with a very large population like ours (the largest in Africa and one of the largest in the world), which provides ready market for people and goods from all over the world. Aside from our large population, we are blessed with very favourable weather conditions and rich arable lands suitable for farming. Yet, rather than embrace agriculture or think of some other venture they could engage in to create jobs for themselves and become employers of labour, most of our graduates go about seeking non-existent jobs, blaming government for their joblessness and making excuses for their inability to rise to the best of their potentials.

Not surprisingly, the same thing that plagues our unemployed persons plagues the nation as a whole. We import food to eat, instead of growing them here and exporting the excess.  In every sector of our economy, the leading companies are foreign owned, as there are no incentives to boost the development of indigenous companies. The result is that foreign-owned companies end up meeting our needs. They provide most of the products and services we consume as a people. We make excuses and allow foreigners to come meet our needs, make all the profits and employ us as workers (sometimes in very demeaning conditions) in our country.

With such excuses from government and people alike, is it any surprise that Nigeria is rated as one of the poorest countries in the world? I spent time reading about successful people and countries and one thing I found out is that there are poor people everywhere. Wealthy countries like the USA, the UAE, UK, Japan, China, etc., have both rich and poor people. Poor countries like Nigeria also have very rich people. Every society is plagued by two opposites: those who make and take excuses versus those who don’t.
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