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When Hitler triumphed in the summer of 1940, it seemed like he was on the verge of winning the war. He had conquered Eastern Europe and gotten Poland even though his second-in-command had advised him against it. The effect was that there was intervention from Britain (personified by Winston Churchill). Hitler was becoming too ambitious and taking on more than he could chew. But was it more than he could chew? No one thought this seemingly quiet, unassuming man would eventually become the fuhrer. Until now, Hitler had defied all odds and proven that nothing was impossible for him. Or was it?




Hitler is often the poster child for the Holocaust and World War II, while almost every other name seems to fade into history books except for Winston Churchill, who put up a mighty front against Germany. In reality, Hitler did not do what he did by himself and couldn’t have achieved the great acts of evil he managed without support from various sources that were just or even eviler than he was. 




Hitler was not a man of war or strategy, but events eventually seemed to align in his favor. The infamous beer hall putsches he planned failed dismally, showing that he didn’t know how to command a fighting unit. He didn’t have the capabilities to win a battle, let alone a war, but it seemed that he was often aligned with highly talented people who propelled him forward. Hitler’s greatest strengths were manipulation and talking. He had to be a snake-oil salesman because he was selling the Germans their darkest dream. In order to sell that snake oil, he needed someone who would carry his message far and wide and who also had a deep hatred for the Jews, which he had in Joseph Goebbels. Goebbels was said to hate Jews more than Hitler and ensured that antisemitic propaganda was anywhere and everywhere. 




Hitler was not a man of war, so to avoid further embarrassments such as the beer hall putsches, he needed people who were strong in warfare, which he found in Heinrich Himmler and less so in Hermann Göring. Hitler talked about exterminating the Jews, but Himmler eventually created the concentration camps for Hitler’s approval. They committed many acts of murder and executed the groundwork that laid the solid foundation for Nazi rule. 




The bigwigs were nothing at the end of the day without the cooperation of the German everyday people. Many want to blame the actions of the Germans on their leaders, but inevitably human choice is a real factor. The general German republic hated the Jews. It was only a minority that tried to stand up for what was right and humane against the Nazis. Those people were reported on and sold out by other Germans, leading to their executions or fleeing to other countries to avoid supporting the Nazis. The general public sold out people they had grown up with, done business with, and performed with. The general public supported the Nazis burning of all Jewish literature. The general public then tried to blame all their actions on Hitler when it was evident that many of the atrocities had been of their own evil volition. 




In that sense, it behooves us all that history will always have its major villain, but the villain rarely, if ever, worked alone. Hitler certainly did not. 
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