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Set your love on Jesus
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Why talk about the heart?

We read in “Matthew 22: 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment.”

It is that simple. We must love God WITH ALL OUR HEART. Not part of it. Not proportionally. In totality. We must be consumed by a love for God, for He is must be our first love. Our heart must beat for God in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening, yes every second of the day! Our hearts must yearn for God, for God is glorious and wonderful.

James 4 says, “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?”

God is jealous of our love. He wants our heart. He wants our affection, attention and devotion. There is nothing greater for your heart to beat for God and for God to live in our hearts through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. In Revelation 3:20 we read of how Jesus stands at the door and knocks, for yes, He seeks to make His home in every heart.

Only when our hearts yield to God, can we seek a path of purity, joy, peace, and love. For God calls our hearts to beat in sync with His heart. Do you know the heartbeat of God? Do you know what His heart beats for? For His heart speaks of love, of beauty and majesty. God calls for a pure heart, a good heart, and a heart that seeks the light.

The Father sent His only begotten Son to die on a cross because His heart beats with love. He is mighty God full of compassion, grace and mercy. And just so, our hearts must beat with compassion, love, and hope.

Does our lives testify of the goodness of God? Does our heart sing out to His greatness?

In Psalm 91, written by Moses, we read the following: “Because he set his love on Me, therefore I will save him; I will set him [securely] on high, because he knows My name [he confidently trusts and relies on Me, knowing I will never abandon him, no, never]. 15 “He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 16 “With a long life I will satisfy him and I will let him see My salvation.”

Is your heart set on God? May we set our hearts upon the Lord, and love Him above all else, lest we fall into the trap of idolatry, and may we behold Him as Moses beheld Him. God is our Life, our Hope and Strength. Praise Him. Love Him. Obey Him, Seek Him. Know Him.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end.” Our God is mighty and awesome! He desires for us to fellowship with Him, to share our hearts with Him and to yield our life unto His loving embrace.

Yes, God has “set eternity in the human heart”, for God desires to tabernacle with us, not just now one earth, but for all eternity! He has after all made us in the secret place. Ephesians 2:10 declares, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

Our hearts must rejoice in the goodness of God, for there is none like Him! It is written in “Psalm 104: 24 O Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all. The earth is full of Your possessions— 25 This great and wide sea, In which are innumerable teeming things, Living things both small and great.” We serve an awesome God who deserves our attention, and yes, He deserves our heart!

Yes, God wants all of us, so we must be very careful that we do not treat the Lord as an afterthought.  If we look at the definition of an afterthought, it means "a later thought," thus a "reflection after an act," or it can also be something not thought of originally, thus something secondary.

The question is, therefore, is God our first thought in all matters? For the Lord said in Matthew 6 in the Lord’s Prayer that we must pray for God’s Kingdom to come and His will to be done. Thus, His Kingdom and Will take top priority, and upon such matters, we must reflect. In the same chapter, the Lord said we must FIRST seek His Kingdom and His righteousness.

In Matthew 6 we are thus urged to first consider God’s Kingdom and God’s Ways (His righteousness) above all else, even above our earthly needs, wants desires, and yes, even our will. If we make God an afterthought, then our needs, our will and our ways takes priority above God’s Kingdom. It says in “Philippians 4:8: Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”  Yes, everything that is good, noble and pure – thus of God – must be our main concern and deserves all our attention and effort.

Such must be the nature of our heart.

Hebrews 4 says, “12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

Yes, we cannot fool God, for God is the Word who became flesh, and by His Truth all things are upheld and by such truth we enjoy liberty. For God knows our ways, for God as the Word and the Truth is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. God truly knows what the condition of our heart is, and only when we yield and submit to God can we walk in His pure and holy ways.

David wrote the following in “Psalm 63: O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. 2 So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You. 4 Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. 5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. 6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. 7 Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 8 My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.”

Do we truly thirst for God? Do we meditate upon Him and His Word day and night? Do we long to be in His Presence, abiding and resting? For in His Presence we find our joy, hope and strength. Yes, let us seek God above all else, for He is worthy of our praises day and night!

So may our hearts beat in sync with God’s beautiful heart.
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The heart of a disciple
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In order to understand what it means to be a disciple of God, we need to study Matthew 10 which reads like a manual. This is like a guidebook of sorts for any disciple who truly follows Jesus.  

When we read Matthew 10, we get a very good understanding of what it means to be a disciple of God.  Jesus thus sums up the ‘heart’ or the essence of what it means to be a disciple when He speaks to his disciples as captured in this Scripture.

In the very first sentence, we read: Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. Jesus, therefore, deals swiftly with the authority of the disciple when He says that He has given the power and authority to the disciple to counter the works of the unclean spirit, and to drive and to cast them out. He has given the disciple the authority to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease, all in the Name of Jesus. Jesus granted this authority not only to the 12, but also to the 70 and also to us who follow in His footsteps.

A disciple, therefore, walks in authority. A disciple has the authority to loosen and to bind, to tear down strongholds (2 Corinthians 10) and to bring the light where darkness exists.

This is at the heart of being a disciple.

We then find a list of names of the disciples ... “2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.”

Why is this important? You see, a disciple is known by God. A true disciple is even known by Satan. A true disciple is known by name. We can fool man by our clever words and being very pious in our behaviour, but only the Lord knows if we are truly His children or not. Only the Lord knows if we truly know Him, and serve Him and love Him. A true disciple is therefore KNOWN in the spiritual realm and will thus walk by such authority. “2 Timothy 2: 19 But the firm foundation of (laid by) God stands, sure and unshaken, bearing this seal (inscription): The Lord knows those who are His, and, Let everyone who names [himself by] the name of the Lord give up all iniquity and stand aloof from it.”

So many “believers” try to fool the spiritual realm and pretend to be walking in the anointing and authority, but the spiritual realm KNOWS whose heart is sold out for the Kingdom. This is the truth of the matter. God knows it, the devil knows it, and every angel and demon is aware of it.

God knows who has a heart for His Kingdom. God knows whose heart beats for God and whose heart is sold out for the world.

A true disciple walks in authority because he has legal standing in the spiritual dimension, while someone who is not walking with God is an imposter and such an imposter is always quickly exposed when it comes to the matters of the spiritual.

The Lord is looking for true disciples, but such a disciple will be known for they walk in Truth and they walk in God’s Glory and they walk by the Spirit. For a disciple, there is no pretence and no need to be hypocritical – they simply exist in Christ and therefore their entire life is about Christ.  

So when we find a list of names of disciples, it is a declaration that these disciples are known, they are real and they serve the true Master. Unto such disciples, the Lord grants all authority by His Name so that the disciple can serve the purpose and plan of the Kingdom.

It is these days easy to be known by people. The question is, are we known in the heavenlies and regarded as a friend and a disciple by the Lord? If so, we walk in authority, for the power comes from high, not from below.

A true disciple is not formed by all kinds of titles gained through education, or through money or status – a true disciple is formed by his relationship to God, how much he submits and yields and is willing to lay down the crown of the self. A true disciple only serves God and none other.

It is, therefore, a question of if the disciple truly knows the heart of God and beats in sync with such a heartbeat.

From verse six in Matthew 10, we get a clear indication of what it means to be a disciple. It reads, “6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”

A true disciple has a heart for the lost. For the needy. For the sick. For the downtrodden. For the oppressed. Why? Because Jesus has such a heart – He came to save the sinners, lift up the weak, set the captives free from spiritual and emotional bondage and He came to give hope to those who have lost all hope. The disciple after all is like the Master, just so the disciple now needs to follow Jesus who has such a heart for the lost and the troubled.

John the Baptist was the voice in the wilderness that cried repent for the kingdom of God is at hand.  Still today, there should be a similar cry of the disciple and it should be the cry of the follower of Jesus to the lost world. We need to go to those who do not know Jesus and to cry that it is time to repent of our ways for indeed, the Kingdom of God is at hand.

The Kingdom of God is already at hand because Jesus came 2000 years ago and He has already established His kingdom in heaven. The kingdom only has to manifest in its fullness at the end of all time with the coming of the New Jerusalem.  

In the Great Commission, Jesus told His disciples that they must go into the entire world to preach the Good News and to teach all the things that Jesus taught them. One of the key mandates of the disciple is to preach and to go and teach the Good News. It is the mandate, the purpose and the calling of all disciples to proclaim that the Kingdom of God is at hand and that we need to repent and turn to Him. John 20 says, “21New International Version (NIV): Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”

In verse eight, Jesus continues with the mandate of the disciple when He says they are called to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and cast out demons. Again, we are talking about authority, but then this is the authority that flows from God unto His true followers.

Jesus also speaks about freely receiving and freely giving, for this should remain the heart of the disciple. The disciple is not somebody who lives for his own glory and he does not love the self or live for his own pleasure or for his own fame. In Matthew 5, Jesus emphasises in the Beatitudes that blessed are the poor in sprit, the meek, the kind and the kind.

The disciple lives for God, and only for the Glory of God and so the disciple will go into the world for the simple reason to glorify God. The disciple lives for the Beatitudes.

Let us then read the following out of the chapter:  “9 Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house until you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it your greeting. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. Jesus then speaks how the disciples should not to take anything on their journey, like gold or silver and that they must not take any provisions or any clothes.”

Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6 that a disciple must first seek the Kingdom of God and its righteousness and then the rest will be added. That is the heart of a disciple – God’s Kingdom and the Glory of such a Kingdom above self-glory and self-enrichment or glorification. This is what Jesus was emphasising - a disciple of God must first and always put his trust and faith completely into the hands of God, and that a disciple must not worry about the things of the world like food or clothing because the Father will provide for the disciple.

So, therefore, in Matthew verses nine and 10, we are reminded that a disciple must always and in all things trust and rely upon God. Jesus tells them not to take sandals, food or clothing, not even gold or silver, because He was teaching them that they must have trust and they must have faith – like a mustard seed - in the living God.

Jesus was teaching His disciples that they must first seek the Kingdom of God and wherever they go the Lord will take care of them.  A disciple must rely and trust and lean upon God.  A disciple’s will is subjected and submitted to the will and way of the living God.  The heart of the disciple is thus God’s Kingdom, and the Kingdom is his source, his strength, his joy, his hope and his love. A disciple lives for God and God alone.

We then read the following: “12 And when you go into a household, greet it. 13 If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet. 15 Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”

Jesus provides us with a truth to ponder.  For Jesus is sayings to his disciples that wherever they are going, they must leave their peace whenever welcomed, but if a house or town doesn’t welcome them then they must let the peace return to them.

So often we are afraid of the opinion of the world, afraid to offend,  and so often as disciples we want to please the world and we want to please man, but we forget that the mandate of the disciple is to stand for God’s Truth and to uphold such Truth. We are not here to please man, but God. After all, it is all about God and His honour, and such honour the disciple must uphold and fight for. Luke 12 says, “8 Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. 9 But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.”

Jesus makes it clear to his disciples what is important is His word and His very presence that abides and dwells in His disciples. For in John 15 Jesus says that if you abide in Him then He will abide in us. 

Therefore, for the disciple, the truth of God and the presence of God should and must be their desire and they must revere and fear God and not man. A disciple would rather be a fool in the eyes of man than a fool in the eyes of God.

The heart of the disciple is to exalt God, to love God, to love His Word, His Truth and to seek the lost saved.

In Luke 10, Jesus sends out the 70 disciples: “17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

The lesson we learn from Luke 10 is that a disciple always carries the concerns of God on his heart. He must never glory in his own flesh, own achievements, abilities or the favour he finds.  It should remain of utmost importance for the disciple that he always rejoices because his name is written in heaven.

Let us now read the following: “16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.”

Here, the Lord reminds the disciples that He is sending them out like sheep in the midst of the wolves. He tells them to be wary and to be wise as serpents and to be innocent as doves. The Lord reminds the disciples and us that we need to be humble and kind and contrite at heart, but we also need to remain vigilant, we need to be alert as warriors and watchmen. We must always be willing to act according to the inner strength and inner guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Still today the Lord sends us out as disciples like sheep in the midst of wolves and still today we need to be very careful.  We have to remember that Satan roams light a devouring lion.

In verse 17, Jesus tells His disciples to be on guard against men whose ways or nature is to act in opposition to God for they will seek to destroy the work of the disciple. The Lord also tells the disciples to beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues.  Jesus warns the disciples that they will be brought before governors and kings for the sake of Jesus so that they can bear witness and act as a testimony for God. 

Jesus, however, encourages them not to worry about what they will say for it will be given to them in the very hour and the moment when needed.  After all, it is not they who speak, but the Spirit of their Father who speaks through them.

This again reminds us that it is by the might and power of the Holy Spirit that a disciple should be operating. A disciple cannot operate according to his own flesh, strength, wisdom or insight. A disciple is reborn in Spirit, worships in spirit and truth, and seeks and is led by the Holy Spirit. Only then will a disciple succeed in the Great Commission.

Still today we have to realise as disciples that we are called to preach and teach a word and a message that confronts the ways of the world.  Jesus says He did not come to bring peace on the earth. Our heart must remain loyal to God’s Kingdom, to His truth, will and ways, and never the ways of man.

Many men and women in history have come against the Gospel of God for it is a truth that they don’t want to hear or listen to and they will fight it and they will resist and even revolt against the Truth. After all, the Truth is a double-edged sword that exposes the darkness.

As disciples of God, we will always be persecuted and there will always be opposition.  Did not Jesus say in Matthew 5 in His Beatitudes that blessed are those who are persecuted?  We think sometimes it is all about God’s blessing to be a disciple and yes, the Lord will bless those who follow Him and who abide in Jesus.  But the Lord makes it clear it is not always going to be easy.

Disciples of God are involved in a spiritual war (Ephesians 6), for they are part of God’s army. We are involved in spiritual battles every day, as we fight for the lost, the spiritual death and the spiritually needy. Satan is waging a war since the beginning of time but we have been called to be warriors, watchmen and we are called to be servants. Just like in the days of Nehemiah when the walls were built by men who carried the sword in one hand a construction tool in another, we are called to both warriors and builders of God’s Kingdom. Such is the way of the disciple.

We are called to go to a broken world and we are called to go to a people who are resisting and even rebelling against God. 

The Lord thus reminded His disciples and He is reminding us today that we must not fear and we must trust and have faith in Him.  When Jesus said to His disciples that they do not have to worry about what they are going to say, He was reminding them to have faith and to put their trust in His divine wisdom.  

Then we read in our chapter of study: “21 Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 22 And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

How the Lord reminds us of the challenges and obstacles that we will face as disciples, for this is not an easy ride, since this world belongs to the devil for a while. The disciples are reminded they will be hated by all for His Name’s sake but they need to persevere and endure.

The heart of the disciple remains to love God above all else, and, therefore, be willing to endure suffering to see God exalted and the lost saved.

Jesus reminds us in verse 23 (second part of the sentence): “For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. It has been a problem that for the last 2000 years there has been far too few disciples of the Lord.  This is why Jesus said that the harvest is great but the labourers are few.  There have been many Christians following a religion but not disciples following God as a living faith.”

Indeed, the harvest is expanding, but the workers aren’t really multiplying in the same strength to keep up with the demand and to fulfil the Great Commission.

Now look at the following verses: “24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!”

Verse 24 speaks of pride, for pride was the fall of Satan. In order to be a true disciple we need to remain humble, to know our place in the spiritual realm, to remain pure of heart, and we need to manifest His holiness and righteousness to the Glory of God.  A true heart for God is a heart of humility, or meekness and seeking to deny the self to uphold the two greatest commandments of loving God and then loving others.

How verse 25 should strengthen our resolve, for if the world called Jesus a demon [Beelzebub], how much more will they then mock the disciples of God! This is the way of the disciple. A disciple is an enemy to the ways of the world, and we will often be ridiculed, mocked, persecuted and even rejected. Our heart must remain pure and undefiled by the lust and the pleasures of this world.

To be a disciple means to follow God and not the world. 

It means to follow the truth and not the lies and the deceptions of the world.  Jesus, therefore, encouraged His disciples to stand strong in the Truth and to remain standing upon the rock of Jesus. Glory to God!

In verse 26, we read: “Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  27 “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.”

We do not have to fear mankind or the world or the devil because God is with us. God has given us His Spirit by which we operate in the gifts of wisdom, knowledge and discernment. God gives us wisdom and insight and the anointing to walk in authority to be victorious and to overcome! A disciple walks in authority and operates on a supernatural level, living a life of the supernatural for our God is a supernatural God for whom nothing is impossible!

Indeed, a disciple lives and operates in the supernatural, and the Lord reveals to His disciples deeper truths and He speaks about the deeper meanings and secrets. To His disciples, He shares His heart so that the disciples can act and move and pray according to what Jesus teaches us and what Jesus reveals.

We do not have to fear because God is with us and He will show us all things to his Glory so that we can expose all things that are hidden in the Name of Jesus. The Lord will reveal all things that are in the darkness and in the shadows because God is Light.  Jesus teaches us that we must as disciples be the light unto the world (Matthew 5) because when our light shines it shines upon the darkness and upon the shadows and it shines upon the ways of the enemy and it shines upon the things that are forbidden, evil and corrupt.

That is why we need to let our light shine so that God will be glorified, so that evil can be exposed, so that strongholds can be exposed, which will lead to deliverance and freedom for many who are held as spiritual slaves.  Indeed, God has called the disciples to walk in victory and power and in authority so that the ways and the schemes of the devil can be revealed once and for all.

The disciple can never be ashamed of God! A disciple needs to constantly fight the good fight of faith, and a disciple will stand with God no matter what, and a disciple will pursue the will of God no matter the terrors or the threat. This is the mark of the disciple, for a disciple will openly declare the word of God to a broken world no matter the persecution and the trouble that waits upon one’s path. A disciple believes in Psalm 91, for we are under the shadow of the wing of the Almighty! Why shall we fear when God is with us?

Yes, a disciple loves God, loves His Kingdom, loves His people, loves the broken world, and because of that love, will not shy away, be ashamed or be reluctant, but press on and seek God’s Glory.

Discipleship is all about God, about His Love, His Truth, His Glory and serving Him. For then we shall walk in His Presence and in Spirit and Truth. For then we shall walk as true disciples.

Such must be our heart – a heart beating for God, a heart beating for the lost and a heart beating for holiness and purity.
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A  heart for the Kingdom
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For us to have a heart of God’s Kingdom, we must surely know what the Kingdom is. After all, in Matthew 6 we are urged to pray that God’s kingdom come and His will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

For the Kingdom is about glorifying one King and obeying one King and submitting to one King. Jesus said He is the Way, Truth and Life. There is no other way and no other king. God’s idea has always been for the ecclesia – a group of believers who function as a royal priesthood – to go into the world and to proclaim the culture, interests and values of the Kingdom! It has always been God’s intention for those who follow Him – ambassadors of the eternal kingdom – to establish God’s customs, culture and ways in the world. Is this not the Great Commission?

We are called in Matthew 8:33 to fist seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, Why? Because we are called to be ambassadors, officially representing the Kingdom on earth! And an ambassador has a heart, therefore, a deep love and passion for such a kingdom.

Authority rests with the true King. It rests in the Name of Jesus, and those who truly follow Him walk in His authority. All other authority is false and counterfeit. And the Kingdom of God is all about the Good News. At times we forget what we represent is good and glorious! We are called to be promoters and defenders of such glorious truth that there is salvation in Christ and in Christ alone! Isaiah 52:7 says “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” We are thus representatives of a Kingdom that promotes peace that offers true love, hope and joy! This we must never forget. But this is also a Kingdom of morals, truths, purity and holiness. For in Christ there is goodness and eternal redemption, and thus we must be ambassadors of sharing such Good News to all who wish to hear.

Jesus did not come to teach mankind about worldly ambition, about fame or success or riches or wealth, but He came to teach and show the truth about Himself, about spiritual wealth, about the everlasting importance and lifeblood of the Kingdom and He came to present the hard reality of how we should live as ambassadors of the Kingdom. Jesus did not compromise with the world. Truth is truth. He spoke about the narrow road, He spoke about how hating one’s brother is just like murder, He spoke about being clean inside and He spoke about the importance of having faith in the living God and not having faith in man and earthly treasures.

In Matthew 13, Jesus said: “44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.” Jesus always promoted that the Kingdom of God holds the true treasure of eternal value and worth. And so it says in “Matthew 6: 19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We must be ambassadors of such a treasure and truth.

It is written in “Philippians 3: 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” It also says in “Ephesians 2: 18For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”

We carry a passport to the Kingdom of God once we become a citizen of heaven by the Blood of Jesus. Otherwise, the passport we carry, along with our ticket, will lead to a destination where we are for an eternity separated from God. Truly, once we come to Jesus and follow Him and His teachings, the Lord issues us with this passport, for He is the authority by which all things are governed.

And the Blood of Jesus and the coming of the Spirit have sealed our entrance to a glorious Kingdom. And indeed, let us be mindful that as a ticket and a passport holder to the Kingdom of the Lord are called to act as citizens and ambassadors of the true King. In word, deed and thought we are called to be His representatives, and we are called to declare the Gospel to those who are still uncertain about their destination.

We need to understand that we follow God’s Kingdom, thus His culture, His truth, His ways and His values. We must have a heart for God’s truths and order. Our loyalty, obedience, faithfulness and service is towards Kingdom, thus God as the King of kings and Lord of lords.

It says in John 18:36 (Amplified Bible): Jesus replied, “My kingdom is not of this world [nor does it have its origin in this world]. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting [hard] to keep Me from being handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this world.” Jesus thus made it very clear His Kingdom is not of this world, therefore it does not subscribe to the laws and the nature of this world. To make something ‘of this world” speaks of conforming, yet we are not called to conform the Kingdom to this world, thus change or adapt it, but as the church, we are called to conform the world to the Kingdom!

We have to remember as His followers, disciples are members of His Kingdom which is “not of this world,” that is, heaven (Philippians 3:20). Yes, we are on earth for now, but our earthly lives are nothing but a vapour (James 4:14). Our focus should be on the Kingdom (1 Peter 5:10), yet again, this Kingdom is not of this world. Its values, its norms, its truth, its operations and nature does not subscribe to this world but is set apart, divine, eternal, spiritual and never changes. We are called to be Kingdom-cantered, Kingdom-minded, Kingdom-driven and Kingdom-conscious.

Thus, while we may be part of this world and are impacted by its laws and the nature of things we have to be mindful we are still in this world but we are no longer of it (John 17:14). We are still surrounded by all the horrors and tragedy of this life, but this is not our life (Philippians 3:8-14). The knowledge that we are not of this world gives Christians hope even in the darkest times (1 Peter 1:6-9); hope that this will pass and at the end of it we will be in heaven with our God, face to face forever (Revelation 21:3-4).

We have been adopted as heirs of heaven by God Himself and that is our world, our citizenship (Titus 3:7). We are taught to pray in Matthew 6 as follows: ‘9 Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” And also “Matthew 6: 33 But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.”

So according to Matthew 6, we are called to seek the will of the Father, seated in the heaven, and thus the Kingdom of God which is not of this word. Jesus taught us to first seek the Kingdom, which is a well-known verse. Are we truly seeking the Kingdom which is not of this word or are seeking an idea of God’s kingdom which by our plans, agendas, programs and ideas we have made of this world? For the Kingdom we must seek is certainly not of this world.

Yet it seems we are continuously making His Kingdom of this world, and so the church today has adopted so many ways of the world that we have lost the purity and the holiness of the eternal reign of God. After all, how many believers have not adopted worldly mindsets or the ways of modern-day culture? How many believers have not conformed to the spirit of the age and all its deceptions and delusions, instead of striving to seek the Kingdom in order to bring a darken world into the light of God?

It says in Matthew 6:24: “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon [money, possessions, fame, status, or whatever is valued more than the Lord].” It is thus made clear that we have to choose the Kingdom which is not of this world or the kingdoms of this world, thus mammon and all its golden calves.

For in the true Kingdom, there is no limit or lack, but in this world, there is only lack and limit. Yes, this world and God’s Kingdom does not mix and so we are called as disciples to lead people of this world to a Kingdom which is not of this world. The ways of the world are fallen, corrupt, and dark. The ways of the Kingdom is love, purity, holiness, liberty, redemption and hope. It says in “James 3:17: But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” The Kingdom of God is not of this world, so we must stop trying to conform it according to man’s beliefs, perceptions, ideas and agendas!

At the time of Jesus, the Zealots were operational. They were a political movement in 1st-century Second Temple Judaism, which sought to incite the people of Judea Province to rebel against the Roman Empire and expel it from the Holy Land by force of arms, most notably during the First Jewish–Roman War (66–70). A Zealot is someone who is fanatical and uncompromising in pursuit of their religious, political, or other ideals. The Zealots wanted their long-awaited Messiah to come into their world and shake things up. They wanted him to come and save their people, but in the ways and with the force they envisioned. They wanted salvation – not from their own brokenness, sin, and regrets – but rather from their physical enemies and from the oppression they lived under. They wanted their Roma oppressors to pay, both literally and figuratively.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Riaan Engelbrecht
Pursuit of God Series

HEART
OF GOD






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





