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FOREWORD


In 1970, I published a short, bi-lingual essay entitled “The Cuban Contribution to the American Independence”. At the time, I was 23 years of age doing post-graduate studies towards my doctorate in economics and history at The American University in Washington, D.C. It has taken 39 years for me to re-visit this work, the central theme of which deals with the financial assistance centralized in Havana and turned over to Admiral M. Count De Grasse of the French Navy. These funds helped finance a great part of the Battle of Yorktown in October 1781, the most decisive victory of General Washington’s French-American Army against the British troops commanded by General Cornwallis. 


After four decades, with more life experience and with increased knowledge of the history of the Americas and Europe, I decided to expand and update this story. This time I focused on the contribution of Spain, Louisiana and Cuba to the Independence of the United States. This expansion and additional data has resulted in an entirely new book. I have particularly emphasized the substantial contribution of Spain to the Continental Congress and the insurrection between 1776 and 1783 since this was a result of the foreign policy of the Bourbon King Carlos III and his Ministers and functionaries in the Caribbean colonies, Cuba, Louisiana and New Spain. 


This history of the contribution of Spain and Cuba to the American War of Independence continues to be largely ignored by the Americans and the world in general, including Spaniards and Latin Americans. This new presentation of my previous work includes three additional chapters with new data and information to make it more up to date in that it will show a more complete overview of the contribution of Spain, Cuba and other Spanish Colonies to the American Revolution. I will also comment on the international forces that influenced this colonial conflict that had worldwide implications. 


Because of a French treaty, an alliance was created between the Continental Congress of 1778 and Spain.  In fact, France joined the rebel cause in 1778 and the following year Spain allied herself with France. In 1780, Holland became the third member of this alliance in the war against England and on the side of independent colonists. Spain allowed Cuba, Louisiana and other colonial ports to aid and support the rebels with money, resources, arms, munitions and general supplies. Loans were made to the Continental Congress and to Washington’s army and Havana became the headquarters for the American operations.


All of this help was initiated by King Carlos III himself and by his able Ministers, Prime Minister the Marquis Grimaldi the Count of Floridablanca, by the Minister of the Indies, Don Jose de Galvez, and by the talented Ambassador in Paris the renowned and illustrious Count of Arana and good friend of Benjamin Franklin. Further assistance was given by the brilliant and enthusiastic Governor of Louisiana, Marshall Bernardo de Galvez, victorious at both the battles of Mobile and Pensacola, and his loyal Generals and lieutenants. The viceroy of New Spain sent monies and numerous troops to Louisiana and Havana. The Governor of Guatemala, Don Matías de Galvez, fought to expel all military and commercial British establishments from Central America. 


Historically, much credit has been greatly ignored and is overdue to many personalities on the Spanish colonial scene. Among them, Don Juan de Miralles a businessman and Spain’s unofficial representative before the Continental Congress, the Captain Generals of Cuba, Don Diego Jose Navarro and Marshall Juan Manuel de Cagigal, born in Santiago de Cuba. Also participating was a young Don Francisco de Miranda, aid to Marshall Cagigal, and a Venezuelan paradoxically later to become a very prominent patriot in the fight for the independence of the Spanish Colonies. Don Jose Solano, Admiral of the Spanish fleet who engaged in several naval battles against the British and was assisted by the valuable and effective help of Don Francisco de Saavedra. Most importantly, a coordinated contribution of funds totaling 1,200 pounds sterling was collected among the population of Havana in August 1781 which was handed over to the French Admiral De Grasse, who in turn gave it to General George Washington in one of the most decisive and crucial moments of the Revolutionary War.


In the summer of 2009 I took two courses at Harvard; one on North American history and the other in economics. I wanted to refresh old information and to update my thoughts through new published works, documents and ideas making a deeper investigation into the theme of my previous book. I made ample use of the University’s Widener Library where I discovered a copious collection of all types of works and was able to access a wide array of libraries via the Internet. At the Widener one can find books, articles and copies of original documents of collections of works related to the participation of Spain in the struggle for American Independence. Among these I found the “Archivo General de las Indias” (General Archive of the Indies) at Seville, the Spanish National Archives and the Simancas Archive. I also had access to the Library of Congress and to the Internet network of libraries. In short, I was able to locate and study the books and original documents of a multitude of authors from Spain, Cuba, North America, Britain and France.  I wish to express my gratitude to the personnel of the Widener Library and to my professor, Dr. Sally Hadden, who guided me to new versions, bibliography and areas of the Revolution that brought independence to the Thirteen Colonies and the birth of the United States of America.


I wrote my first book in 1972 supporting my thesis with documentation of the monetary contributions of merchants, government officials and the “Ladies of Havana”, made in August 1781 to help finance the Battle of Yorktown. Since then, numerous new works have brought fresh sources and original documents from the archives of Spain, England and France that describe more precisely the manner of collection of funds from Havana. This is why I have altered my way of thinking and I now better comprehend the nuances of the contributions by merchants, citizens and government agents from Havana based on a list of loans granted giving the names of creditors, the amount of the loans and the interest rates to be charged. 


Most of this work was done by Francisco de Miranda, the above-mentioned Venezuelan patriot and adjutant to the Captain General of Cuba and Don Juan Manuel de Cagigal. Worthy of mention in these efforts is French Officer Henri De Saint Simon, aid to Admiral De Grasse. Don Francisco de Saavedra, a businessman and Special Commissioner sent from Spain to Havana by the Counsel of the Indies in January 1781, played an important role in gathering resources by way of loans and donations in Havana. Each offered crucial services to Admiral De Grasse and the revolutionary cause. All of this is proven history but not generally discussed in conventional textbooks. It is part of Spain’s and its colonies’ contribution to the American War of Independence. 


This work also includes a new chapter on Europe’s wars in Europe and North America for almost a century which created a series of tensions and commercial and territorial conflicts that began to forge a new identity and a vision of different interests and objectives on part of the American Colonists. For example, the Peace Treaty of 1763, ending the Seven Years War, impacted international and commercial forces that made the autocratic and centralized monarchies of Spain and France come to the aid of the American Revolution. The rivalry and desire for revenge between France and England was a fundamental point as France could never forgive England for taking the huge Canadian colonial territories of New France as a result of the Treaty of 1763. Spain, for her part also harbored revenge and enmity towards England seeking to recover the island of Minorca and the straight of Gibraltar in the Mediterranean Sea, as well as Jamaica in the Caribbean and to protect herself against future attacks and aggressions such as the taking of Havana in 1762 and other Spanish possessions in the Americas. They all coincided in restraining powerful England.


The main purpose of this book is to give greater recognition to the enormous contribution that Spain gave right from the beginning in 1776 to the revolutionary cause. King Carlos III himself was direcdtly involved in this effort, plus his Ministers Grimaldi, Floridablanca, Galvez and the enthusiastic and dynamic Count of Arana as ambassador of the Crown in Paris. Spain’s contribution has been largely forgotten, but as we shall see, it was indeed crucial to the revolutionary cause. Likewise, contributions were also received from Louisiana, Mexico and particularly from Havana, often under orders from the court at Madrid but also on the initiative of the citizens of Havana, creoles as well as Spaniards.


We have been able to study the works of classic Spanish authors on the subject of Spain’s contribution to the American cause for independence. These authors showed great dedication and professionalism by rescuing from Spanish archives thousands of documents, letters and dispatches from colonial officials to the Spanish parliament or Cortes. The author of this book owes much to the following authors: Juan Francisco Yela Utrilla, whose book should be translated into English by a cultural foundation, Francisco Morales Padron, the historian Maria del Pilar Ruigomez de Hernandez, Jose Antonio Vaca de Osma, Manuel Conrotte, Alberto Risco and Enrique Fernandez y Fernandez. The works of these authors are of vital importance but they are basically unknown save by a few specialists in the subject. A source of fundamental importance is the excellent collection of more than 23 volumes of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Spain from 1976;”Documentos Relativos a la Independencia Norteamericana Existente en Archivos Espanoles” (“Documents Existing in Spanish Archives Relative to the North American Independence”) from 1777 to 1803, by Reyes Siles Saturnino under the direction of Rosario Parra Cala.


Pioneer works on this subject by American authors deserve better recognition since they highlighted the aid given by Spain and its colonies and discussed the contributions made by the city of Havana in multiple forms in August 1781. Worthy of mention among these early historians is Charles Lewis Lee who drew information from naval archives and from the works of the nineteenth century French historian M. Henri Doniol. Contemporary author Jean Jacques Antier also contributed to this subject. Lewis Lee was the first to mention the Spanish contribution and that of the “Ladies of Havana” to the American cause. 


American historian Stephen Bonsal likewise wrote of the Spanish and Cuban efforts as did newer American authors such as Jonathan Dull, James A. Lewis and Buchanan Parker Thomson with their valuable work in rescuing the information and disseminating it in the United States. A very well documented book was written by Thomas E. Chavez as well as the excellent doctoral thesis of Loliannette Emmanuelli. Other notable American authors on this subject are: James A. Lewis, Dorothy Thompson Williams, Light T. Cummings, Ensor French Chadwick, the better known Samuel Flagg Bemis and other American historians or experts in American diplomacy towards France, Spain and their respective colonies. All of these works have been consulted and proved to be invaluable.


Among Cuban authors we must first mention the outstanding works of Herminio Portell-Vila, a history professor who dedicated several books to the subject at hand. Dr. Emeterio Santovenia, author of several books on Cuban history, including the relationship among Spain, Cuba and the United States. We must also mention the works of Jose Manuel Perez Cabrera who wrote about the Venezuelan patriot and precursor of that country’s independence, Don Francisco de Miranda, and his activities in Cuba during American revolutionary times. In addition to the previously mentioned contribution of 1,200,000 torneous pounds gathered in Havana and turned over to French Admiral De Grasse, the Admiral brought along 3,000 men between regular troops and militias, all of which proved indispensable to General George Washington in strengthening his decisive assault at the Battle of Yorktown.


It is hoped that this book will serve to insist that historical facts become reality. It should not be that modern day Americans only know of the aid given by France and its troops and that nothing is known or written about the aid of Spain and her colonies of Louisiana and Cuba. It could conceivably be that language barriers or reminiscences of rivalries and different cultures between the two old powers have clouded the historical perspective. If so, these outdated concepts should be discarded in order to open the way to a modern and real perception of what actually took place between the Revolutionary forces and all other nations. The economic, military and naval participation and cooperation of these nations was very important and even decisive in controlling the Gulf of Mexico and the victory at Virginia. 


It is our greatest desire that authors and historians from the United States, England, Spain and Latin America will be stimulated to investigate and write about this part of history and help to expose it so that more people throughout the world will gain from it. I believe this will contribute to bringing forth true history, leaving behind old prejudices and even discrimination. The whole truth of history should be written in a rational and documented manner giving justice to the events of the past and to the protagonists who made those heroic events take place. It is necessary that more is written and divulged about the participation of Spain and its colonies in the cause of the American Revolution. 


Important information must be unburied and the truth brought to the surface. France was the first and foremost ally of the Thirteen Colonies but the second one was Spain. This fact was recognized by men of conscience such as General George Washington, Finance Superintendent Robert Morris, General Nathaniel Green, as well as the President of the Continental Congress Mr. Thomas Mc Kean. Among the French who also shared this recognition were Admiral De Grasse, General Rochambeau and the Marquis De Lafayette. They and other prominent figures in this war knew of the valuable Spanish help to their cause, although ignored by contemporary historians, politicians and the general public.


I wish to express my gratitude to my brother Diego Vicente Tejera for making the first translation to English language and to my good friend Allan S. Pilson for making the final translation and edition of the book. They both made a great contribution and assistance to get this book in the English language and style. Mr. Pilson corrections and adaptations made the book more readable the English speaking observer. Also, my appreciation to Ms. Virginia Kao, who made the computer changes of Mr. Pilson version. My special gratitude goes to all of these three enthusiastic collaborators and advisers.




Eduardo J. Tejera


Cambridge-Boston and


The Dominican Republic


July - August, 2009








CHAPTER I


European Conflicts and their Effects in the


American Colonies


Towards the end of the 17th century and, throughout the 18th century, the different diplomatic and armed conflicts that took place in Europe had deep repercussions in the New World colonies of each Imperial power. Spain, England, France, Holland and Portugal maintained a permanent rivalry in Europe, as well as on the American Continent. In this way the dynastic, territorial and family wars would shake up the world of that era on both sides of the Atlantic. The rivalry between Spain and Great Britain dates from the 16th century at the time of the religious wars and conflicts of King Carlos V of Spain in his fight against European and English Protestants. Later, his son Felipe II had to fight for decades against the growing English imperial ambitions headed by the magnificent Empress Elisabeth I who doggedly tried to break up Spanish power and hegemony in the New World and the Pacific basin.  In 1588, the Spanish Gran Armada was launched unsuccessfully in an invasion of Britain in an attempt to arrest its growing naval and commercial power.


Spain remained as the first world power in terms of territory and trade for another century. She was constantly challenged, however, by her enemies such as Great Britain and Holland who were growing in naval and commercial power and who were slowly conquering the markets of the Spanish monopoly in the New World. France was also a rival after spending one hundred years in internal dynastic wars which left her a laggard in the imperial race of that era. England as well as France were constantly attacking the Spanish galleons laden with gold and silver from the Americas. 


England began seeking colonies more than one hundred years after Spain. The Spanish monarchy was a great colonizing power. From 1492, the date of the discoveries by Admiral Christopher Columbus, to 1560 it had already discovered, conquered and colonized land reaching from present day California through the Caribbean, Central America and South America, all the way to Tierra del Fuego on its southern tip. This was an incredible endeavor considering the slow communications of the times and the enormous distances and diverse regions involved. In less than 60 years, the Spanish Crown had created a vast empire in America and the Pacific Ocean that was the envy of the rest of the European monarchies.


Empress Isabella I was the first to attempt to establish colonies in North America. She sent several expeditions headed by Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Sir Walter Raleigh and other explorers but they were not successful. It was up to King James I to begin the support this imperial policy and, along with merchant companies, he authorized new explorations for the purpose of establishing permanent colonies and townships. In 1607 the first colony was established at Jamestown, Virginia under the sponsorship of the Virginia Company. The Colony suffered great hardship in order to survive. Later, in 1620, the renowned ship Mayflower arrived at Plymouth near present day Boston. This enterprise was sponsored by the Massachusetts Bay Company bringing a sect of Puritans who wished to establish a permanent colony and an ideal new society free from religious persecution. In this way began the English penetration of America. Her Colonies established under statutes or Royal Charters which acted as small republics having their own assemblies of free men either by property or by trade or profession. They acted as an incipient parliamentary system in the New World. In less than a century thirteen colonies were established and prospering. It was a very different administrative model from the centralized system that controlled the Spanish colonies from Seville and that would have many consequences in the future.


Towards the end of the 17th century, new European rivalries and wars had begun which would affect the colonies of each of these powers, particularly between 1701 and 1763, after the signing of the Treaty of Paris, which concluded the important Seven Years War and resulted in the modification of the boundaries of the colonies in the New World as well as modifying British colonial policy. The treaty created new conditions of wartime experience and economic and mercantile freedoms which began to forge an incipient political identity and of local economic interests in the colonies of the Atlantic Coast of North America. European wars would change the correlation of power and territories in the Old Continent which would in turn soon have repercussions in the events of America. France and England had coexisted in relative peace, each dedicated to consolidating their emerging colonies. Disputes and fights were small and local in nature, involving land, Indian fights or their commercial trade relationships with the natives. Everything started to change, however, by the conflicting events in Europe as well as by the growing ambitions of their American colonies.


 


European Wars and their Effects in America


The first European war which was important in Europe and in the American colonies was the war of the Alliance of Augsburg or War of the Palatinate from 1689 to 1697. England confronted the powers of France and Holland militarily in a crusade for European supremacy. The British colonies felt the effects of this war with the incursions and attacks by French forces at Hudson Bay and Newfound Land (Newfoundland?). As a result, these areas and their fishing grounds fell under the French headed by M. D’ Iberville, future founder of Louisiana. In Massachusetts, the recently named Governor, Captain William Phips, armed an expedition and attacked New France in the Quebec region then known as Acadia. The French learned to form an alliance with the natives creating a military as well as commercial partnership in the lucrative trade of hides, oils and fish. The French explorers were good traders and did not seek to establish permanent colonies. In contrast, their English counterparts in their advance inland took the lands from the Indians and displaced them in establishing their colonies, thereby earning their animosity. This is why native Americans always preferred an alliance with the French which would have future repercussions in the wars to follow. The war ended with the Treaty of Ryswick in 1697 with an agreement not to modify the status of French and English colonies in America.


The second confrontation in the Old World was of even greater importance. Called the War of Spanish Succession or as it is known in North America, Queen Ann’s War from 1701 to 1713, this conflict pitted France and Spain against England, Austria and Holland. The war was fought to determine who was to be the next Spanish King after the death of Carlos I, the last Habsburg monarch. King Luis XIV of France favored his Bourbon nephew while Great Britain feared that another Bourbon King would upset the balance of power on the Continent. It was a prolonged and devastating war that ended with the imposition of the first Bourbon to the Spanish Crown, King Felipe V, under the terms and conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. During the war and even after the signing of the Treaty the French continued to sporadically attack the colonies of New England, South Carolina and some parts of Spanish Florida. Their objective was to take lands and trading posts from the colonists. 


The ports of Boston and Maine were also attacked creating a rivalry among the colonies that did not previously exist. Within the complex chapters of the Treaty, King Luis XIV honored the land titles of England’s  Hudson Bay, Newfoundland, Acadia (now Nova Scotia) and St. Christopher. For their part, the French renounced their special privileges of commerce with the Spanish and Portuguese colonies in America. Spain, for her part, granted “asientos” or license for England to import black African slaves to the Spanish Caribbean for a period of thirty years in compensation for having accepted a Bourbon to the Spanish throne. The Iroquois Indians kept their neutrality this time and did not ally themselves, as they usually did, with the English. The War, although staged in Europe, clearly showed its effects and antagonisms first in the Northern colonies and later in the Spanish colonies in the Caribbean. Both Continents were beginning to face each other in their continuous dynastic and territorial disputes in the New World.


In the third war, called the War of Austrian Succession, again France and Spain were united against England, Austria and Holland. It lasted between 1744 and 1748 and ended with the Treaty of Aix-la Chapelle. Unofficially the war began in 1739 in America as the incident popularly known as the War of Jenkins’s Ear honoring an English sailor whose ear was cut off by a Spanish soldier. The incident was exploited by England against Spain in order to justify the continuous commercial and smuggling activities of its subjects against the Spanish colonies in the Caribbean and the South American mainland. In Europe the battles in this war were bloody and cruel and waged to determine who was to occupy the throne left vacant by Maria Teresa of Austria. These events deepened the antagonism between the English and the French as well as the rivalry between the Spanish Crown and the British Empire. 


The War began disastrously for the British in North America. Their experienced regular armies were involved in the European stage and they had few forces in their colonies. England invaded Porto Bello in Panama, lost the battle and was forced to retreat. By 1744, with Spain and France allied in the War, the numerous raids against the colonies left their toll. As a consequence of the War of Austrian Succession and its resulting peace treaties, many desires and ambitions were left unsatisfied on both sides of the Atlantic. This resulted in a new war to be waged within a few short years with great repercussions and vital importance for history. 


This was a period of great political and military turmoil in all of Europe as well as in their colonies. England and Spain were the two great powers that had been battling for over a century on the Continent as well as skirmishing and fighting in the Caribbean. England gave patents to corsairs and protected pirates to sack the treasures of Spanish galleons and attack the principal port cities of Havana, Cartagena de Indias, Hispaniola and Veracruz. A permanent struggle for Spanish Florida was likewise maintained throughout this period. France on her part stuck to its policy of not establishing large urban centers or keeping permanent colonies. The French limited themselves to creating a series of commercial ports and trading posts with the native tribes. Still, they occupied vast territories in North America and rich islands in the Caribbean.


Governor Shirley of Massachusetts attacked and took Fort Louisburg at Cape Briton, an important defense for guarding the entrance to the Saint Lawrence estuary in Quebec, New France. Actually, the French Crown wanted to conquer all of New England and likewise England wanted to conquer all of New France in order to consolidate their power in North America. The French colonists, militias and allied Indians penetrated  the territories of the Ohio Valley through the Great Lakes and descended into Pennsylvania with the purpose of dominating the lands west of the Appalachian mountains and away from Virginia and the English Colonies. 


To the English, this constituted an intolerable affront since they had created the Ohio Company in 1749 to finance and conquer the Indian lands in the new prairies. The ambitions of the English colonists clashed even more with the plans and interests of the French. The seeds of a major future war were being sewn and it was only a matter of time for them to germinate. By this time, North America and the Caribbean had become part of the imperial boundaries of the Great Powers vying for political, naval, economic and military hegemony. American colonies, whether English, Spanish, French or Portuguese were producing growing wealth and had become bastions of such hegemony.


The Seven Years War


The fourth Great War would be the most decisive in the history of the empires and their colonies in the New World and would become the prelude to the future revolution of the Thirteen Colonies. This was the Seven Years War, also known in the British Colonies as the French and Indian War from 1759 to 1763 which ended with the Treaty of Paris. After this Treaty, the world and its geography in Europe, America and India changed completely.  The war began in America as the French attempted to expand the territories of New France and the English wanted to expand westward towards the Ohio Valley and Pennsylvania. This produced a clash between the two involving the native tribes of Iroquois, Shawnees and others. By 1753, the French Crown under King Louis XV decided to consolidate and expand the territories of New France. For this purpose, the French Monarch sent a military expedition under the command of the recently appointed Governor, the Marquis Duquesne, with orders to expel the English colonists living in Acadia or present day Nova Scotia. The Marquis arrested, sacked and exiled between six and seven thousand colonists to Maine, South Carolina, Georgia and Louisiana. Upon learning of these events, Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia at Williamsburg dispatched an expedition composed of regular troops and militiamen towards Ohio to arrest the French advance. This force was commanded by a young twenty three year old named George Washington. Twice the colonists and regular troops were defeated by the French. 


On two occasions the regular English and colonial troops were forced to retreat from taking Port Le Boeuf near the Allegheny River and later with the defeat and abandonment of Fort Necessity which Washington had built but was taken and destroyed by the French forces. Washington’s young troops were forced to surrender on July 4, 1754. This military experience in battles, skirmishes, guerrilla warfare and ambushing in the forests gave young Washington a wealth of knowledge that would serve him well twenty two years later in the Revolution that was to come. The novelty of this war was that it began in the woods of the Colonies not in Europe and for the purpose of ambitious territorial expansion taking lands from native Americans. 


In 1755, a new British Commander in Chief, General Edward Braddock, was dispatched with the mission of organizing new forces and invading the lands of the Ohio Valley. Their first objective was to take Fort Duquesne from the French in which the General’s regular troops were aided by the colonial militia headed by George Washington. The fighting took place in the woods and the British troops did not know how to fight under these conditions as they were trained to form a straight line before the enemy and to attempt to hold it under the rigid discipline of regular European armies. The encounter ended in disaster for General Braddock and humiliation for his troops. They had been defeated again at the hands of the French and their Indian allies. In fact, the General was killed in this battle.


This last defeat represented an awakening for the British Ministers. Soon the Commerce Ministry and the Admiralty reviewed the situation in the Colonies and decided to take action.  They organized and dispatched several punitive expeditions against the French. King George II had recently appointed a new Prime Minister in Sir William Pitt, a great imperialist statesman who in 1756 decided to set a new military policy for the protection of the Colonies. This new policy had the dual purpose of restricting French ambitions in North America and expanding British territories west of Appalachia. The economic and territorial opportunities were irresistible for the colonists and their financial partners in England.


By 1758 the war scenario begins to shift in America. The British Crown dispatches several military expeditions through the north and south of New France and English Canada. Their objective was to take Fort Carillion (Ticonderoga) at Lake Champlain as well as the port located north of Nova Scotia at Cape Briton, called Fort Louisburg. This fort was of great strategic importance for the defense and control of the estuary of the Saint Lawrence river and thus the approaches to Quebec and Montreal. The defending French troops were commanded by the Marquis General Montcalm, a decisive figure in the future French role in North America. The Commander on the British side was General James Abercrombie who gathered 7,000 regular troops and 9,000 colonial troops and militia. Fort Carillion, under General Montcalm, had 4,000 regular troops and 2,000 Indian allies. After several battles at Lake George, neither side could claim victory. It all ended in stalemate. The British did enjoy success upon taking Fort Frontenac at Lake Ontario which also had strategic importance as it southern end was another southern route to penetrate and defeat the French.


Another of these expeditions was that headed by Mayor General Jeffrey Amherst consisting of 10,000 regular troops plus a naval military squadron of 23 ships of the line. After several attacks and advances they finally took Fort Louisburg at the isle of Cape Briton. This was a transcendental victory militarily as well as politically as it rallied the proponents of total war against the French to expel them from New France. After this victory, General Amherst was given the command of troops to invade and take the French forts of Lake Chaplain and Lake George, as well as the lands in southern Canada at Lake Ontario. Although General Amherst did an excellent job of containing the French troops he did not have the resounding victory he had at Fort Louisburg in the north. He kept the French troops in line but never invaded Montreal to reinforce the battle for Quebec and help General Wolfe. Historians point out that he was ambivalent and lacked the decisiveness to push on towards Montreal in the battle for Quebec.


The third and final expedition took place the following year in 1759 in which the English prepared and dispatched the greatest naval fleet of the time to invade New France and take Quebec and Montreal. With the protection afforded by Fort Louisburg now under the British flag, the fleet, headed by General James Wolfe and comprised of 21 ships of the line, 22 frigates, 11 regular battalions and close to 100 smaller vessels for troop transport, arrived in June of that year. They approached the mouth of the Saint Lawrence River only a few miles from Quebec City determined to invade and conquer it. It was a hazardous enterprise. 


The French, under General Montcalm, enjoyed a privileged position on the heights surrounding the city and also on the Plains of Abraham and its high peaks. Their forces consisted of a total of more than 15,000 soldiers between 4,000 regular troops, 1,000 marines and the rest made up of militias and native tribes of the area. Backing them were 8 frigates. Although the biggest and fiercest battles were taking place in Europe, a military conflict began to brew in North America which would historically be even more important in deciding the fate of the Thirteen Colonies in the New World. Never before had Europe witnessed a military and naval preparation of such magnitude than the final battle between France and Great Britain.


The battle for Quebec City was extremely grueling and difficult during the fall of 1759. General Wolfe meticulously and carefully planned the role that his ships and troops would play in the attacks in order to break the lines of Montcalm’s army and militia. He surrounded and isolated the city preventing foodstuffs and ammunition from entering and thus weakened its defenses to the core. The British fleet blocked the entrance to the Saint Lawrence river while another line of ships was positioned in front of the city preventing any aid from arriving. 


In Montreal, the indifferent Governor General M. de Vaudreuil did not take measures to aid and supply Quebec City and Montcalm’s troops. He remained in Montreal unsure whether to dispatch fresh troops to Quebec. General Vaudreuil was a corrupt and inept official who did not sympathize with General Montcalm and did not share his strategies. Montcalm’s troops, as well as the civilian population, had to endure the siege of the city under constant bombardment from the ships, privations and hunger. This situation lasted for four months as General Wolfe brought panic and chaos to the population as they saw their homes destroyed and hunger increase. This battle would determine the fate of the two Great Powers in North America. If the English came out victorious it would mean France’s loss of New France, as well as of Louisiana. Because of its importance it has been called the battle of the Empires.


General Montcalm had taken all necessary precautions placing troops north of and around the city. General Wolfe applied several tactics simulating an attack on Quebec but his purpose was to distract and confuse Montcalm whom he considered a formidable General in defensive operations and a worthy rival. On September 13 Wolfe led his troops up the steep hills facing Quebec managing to fool the French garrison and placing them in the Plains of Abraham. There he would prepare and organize the battle in true European style forming lines of artillery, infantry and cavalry. It was a short battle lasting less than five hours as the two armies faced each other at a distance of 50 yards. During the bloody fight, both formidable Generals fell and lost their lives but not before the battle were decided in favor of the British. General Wolfe became a national hero in the English world; his victory and death were now legend. He was followed in command by General Lord George Townshend who continued the regular war and seized Quebec City. For some days small fights and skirmishes continued but the city formally capitulated on September 18. General Montcalm’s troops were now under the leadership of Brigadier General Gaston de Lewis who took refuge in Montreal. There and in a few isolated areas some sporadic engagements and skirmishes persisted but with the arrival of winter it was clear to all that France had lost the battle as well as the war in America. 


In the Caribbean the war also had significant repercussions. The islands had served as suppliers of foodstuffs, munitions and as a haven for smugglers. Now the British fleet invaded and occupied the French islands taking Guadalupe and Dominica in 1761 and Martinique the following year. This gave them safe ports to dry dock their ships for repairs and for general ship chandelling while weakening their enemies. In August 1762, the British fleet places under siege and then occupies the port city of Havana keeping her as an English possession for over three months. During these months English commercial policy of liberal trade with its Colonies and with Europe free of Spanish monopoly was well received by the commercial houses and shipyards of Havana. In fact, from Havana and its admirable port, part of the British Caribbean fleet was repaired which increased the commercial appetite of the commercial bourgeoisie companies of Spaniards and Cuban-Spanish creoles alike. The residents of Havana, although faithful to the Spanish Monarchy, became interested and benefited from this sudden increase in trade with the rest of the world. This experience would be revived some years later during the War of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies when the Revolutionary Army received monetary backing as well as supplies from Spanish and Cuban entrepreneurs. This little known development will be explored further on. The occupying British fleet sacked all the riches in gold, silver and other goods that it could lay its hands on in Cuba before departing. As expected, these actions left a bitter resentment against Britain and its Navy that would reappear later in the Revolutionary War when Cubans took the side of the rebels in their fight for the independence of the Thirteen Colonies.


The Seven Years War also took place in the Philippines, a Spanish Colony that was invaded by the powerful British Empire by now the largest and most rapidly expanding, enjoying the greatest number of military successes. The attack on the Philippines came from the forces stationed in India were Britain controlled several ports and shared others with French Colonial forces. It became, however, a clear objective of the English in this war to expel the French presence in India. As a result of this world war England became the sole occupier of India controlling the large cities and ports such as Chandernagore, Madras, Bombay, Calcutta and others. In 1754 India was shared by both England and France but by 1763 only England remained, controlling the principal cities and ports and later expanding to control all of India as a colony until its independence in 1947. As we can appreciate, England began the War with half the territories with which it ended making it by 1763 the first imperial power in Europe as Spain had been during the 16th and 17th centuries. A new nation had emerged with world hegemony. 


In Europe, the Seven Years War developed on different fronts such as Austria, Prussia and several German principalities. It was primarily a European conflict but for the first time in modern history it had great consequences in the Americas and other parts of the world. This is why the renown statesman and historian, Sir Winston Churchill, called it the first world war since it was fought on all Continents. We have highlighted the effects that this war had on the colonies as this theme is important for a better understanding of events that flowed from it and that set into motion the next world war, the War of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies from England. 


After the Colonies declared their independence in 1776, a new conflagration erupted wherein again France and Spain are allied in backing the nationalistic aspirations of the American colonists against Great Britain. In Europe, England and Prussia stood on one side against the allied forces of France, Spain, Austria and Russia, each side fighting to defend their interests in regaining territories lost in previous conflicts or to increase their domains in western and central Europe. At stake were cities and regions such as Silesia, Hannover, Prague, Holland, Saxony, Moravia, Poland and other nations, regions and principalities. The map of Europe would again be redrawn as a result of this Continental War. 


To conclude the War two peace treaties were signed: The first, the Treaty of Paris, was signed on the 10th of February 1763 between England on one side and Spain and France on the other. It related mostly to the changes, losses and exchanges of colonial territories. France lost forever its vast territories of New France, Cape Briton, Newfoundland, the Ohio Valley, Louisiana and some Caribbean islands. The loss was not only territorial but also of international prestige and left France practically bankrupt, the result of the excesses of Kings Louis XIV and Louis XV. France did keep the Caribbean islands of Martinique, Guadalupe, and Marie Gallant. Spain regained the city of Havana and the Philippines and as compensation for Spain’s alliance and collaboration, France gave her Louisiana and the lands west of the Mississippi. England kept all of New France, present day Quebec province, and all of northern Canada. In the Caribbean, she kept the islands of Grenada and the lesser Antilles, except Saint Lucia. Most importantly, she got Eastern and Western Florida which had been a Spanish Colony since the days of the discovery of the New World. In exchange, England would leave Portugal and the island of Minorca. In the end, King George III came out victorious from this world war which had so many repercussions throughout the world, especially in North America.









CHAPTER II




CREATION OF THE AMERICAN IDENTITY


AND CAUSES FOR THE REVOLUTION


 


 


The particular characteristics of each of the Thirteen Colonies were defined by the nature of their founding Charters as granted by the Kings of England and in accordance with the lands and ports which they contained. The first colony was the Virginia Company, a private company which issued stock founded in 1607 in the village of Jamestown. This was the first permanent settlement in North America. This event took place 115 years after Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in 1492.  It was another era with new values more than a century after the revolution to world order that constituted the colonization of the Americas by Spain. In seventy years Spain had established colonies or taken possession of lands from California to Tierra del Fuego in the southern tip of South America creating an immense colonial empire. The second English colony was the Massachusetts Bay Company, founded in 1620 by Puritans who had arrived aboard the Mayflower and established the village of Plymouth and shortly thereafter Boston. In both cases these were private companies created by Royal Charters. Other colonies were later established either by Royal Charters or donated to nobles and royal “favorites.” In some cases they were given as compensation for financial obligations owed by the Crown to wealthy families.


In Spain, colonial policy was much different. From the beginning the Catholic Kings, Fernando and Isabel totally centralized the process of discovery, conquest and the establishment of colonies under the Spanish Crown. The political administration of this entire enterprise was delegated to the “Consejo de las Indias” or Counsel of the Indies and the commercial aspect was ruled by the “Casa de Contratacion” or House of Contracts, both presided over directly by the institution of the Monarchy. Control over the colonies was exercised through personal delegates such as the Viceroy, General Governor or General Captain. These territories were divided into four principal ´Viceroyerships namely Nueva Espaa, Lima, Nueva Granada and Rio de la Plata. In addition, there were governorships, provinces and municipalities. In the municipalities, the “Cabildo,” or city council, was the local political authority and center of community life. The colonial models of Portugal and France were also centralized and similar to the Spanish model. There were no private colonies as in North America and this difference would have important consequences in the future of the colonies and later on the republics.   


The remaining English colonies were established between 1620 and 1740. France for her part searched more for commercial and mercantile interests in her colonies. She never established large cities or urban centers and limited herself to conquering vast territories in order to trade with the indigenous tribes creating small posts and limited communal activities. Neither in New France, today’s northern Canada, nor in Louisiana did the French establish large cities or small towns in the interior. Montreal and Quebec were small towns when compared to the large cities of Spanish America such as Potosi, Havana, Cartagena de Indias, Mexico City and others. The French did not generally bring over whole families with the intent of remaining and creating establishments and cities or to promote agriculture, fishing and manufacturing artisans. They were mainly hunters and trappers dealing in furs, oils and fish. England, like Spain, had other objectives.


Each of the English colonies was ruled by its own statutes as specified in their Charters which were licenses given by the King. They included the establishment of the General Assemblies composed of men of property, profession or wealth. These assemblies were isolated and independent from those of the other colonies. Although imperfect and limited in their scope, these assemblies held meetings as incipient individual parliaments which contributed to creating a tradition of dialog and democratic discourse. As such, they operated as small republics independently administered by their own domestic laws but always within the framework of English law as determined by Parliament in London and the tutelage and supremacy of the Crown. The principal institutions that the King used for administering the colonies were the Privy Council, The Commerce and Plantations Assembly, the Secretary of Commerce, the Treasury, the Admiralty and the War Office. The functions of these entities and positions were not always very clearly specified and some of the heads of these departments had no experience in the field as they were often nominated to their posts by political expediency and affinity to the King. They were not very well coordinated among each other and none exercised complete authority over the colonies. This general attitude is what the political thinker Edmond Burke called “salutary neglect” in which the King, his Ministers and enterprising colonists were more concerned with mercantile organization and expansion.


As several historians have pointed out, the British Empire during its first century managed its American colonies in a decentralized manner without many direct administrative controls. There was no central power as in the Spanish colonies. Historians George Brown Tindall and David E. Shi described the English model in their book “America: A Narrative History” as follows: “The lack of a plan was the genius of British colonization because it loosened the reigns of a variety of human impulses. The centralized control imposed by the Spanish and French Monarchs gave them a faster head start but eventually caused their downfall since it restrained innovation and the reaction to circumstances. The British acted through private investments with a minimum of Royal control .None of the colonies started by initiative of the Crown. 
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