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Did
you know that more than 2.5 quintillion bytes of data are generated
every day worldwide? Every move we make online, every purchase,
every
Internet search leaves a digital trail that, when analysed
correctly,
can predict behaviour, shape political decisions and redefine
entire
markets.
  



  

    
Just
a few years ago, the idea that an algorithm could influence a
presidential election, decide which products you would see first,
or
predict a company's failure seemed like science fiction. Today, it
is
part of our everyday reality. The data revolution is here, and it
is
transforming the economy and politics in ways we are only beginning
to understand.
  



  

    
In
recent decades, the world has undergone a profound change in the
way
information is generated, stored and used. What was once a limited
and difficult-to-collect resource is now available on an
unimaginable
scale: every email sent, every Internet search, every financial
transaction, every interaction on social networks generates data
that, when properly analysed, can become valuable knowledge. This
ability to transform information into strategic decisions is at the
heart of what we now call the data revolution, a phenomenon that is
reshaping the global economy and politics.
  



  

    
In
the economic sphere, data has become a resource comparable to
capital
or labour. Companies in all sectors use advanced algorithms,
artificial intelligence and predictive analytics to optimise
processes, anticipate demand, personalise the customer experience
and
make strategic decisions faster and more accurately than ever
before
in history. Power no longer lies solely in the ability to produce
goods or services, but in the ability to collect, process and apply
information effectively. This shift has given rise to new business
models based on digital platforms, where data collection and
analysis
become the main source of value and competitive advantage.
Companies
that were previously unknown, thanks to the information they
manage,
can supplant traditional giants in a matter of years, or even
months,
proving that in the contemporary economy, whoever controls the data
controls the market.
  



  

    
But
the influence of data is not limited to the economy. Politics is
also
immersed in this transformation. Governments and political
organisations are increasingly turning to the analysis of large
volumes of information to design public policies, guide election
campaigns and better understand their citizens. Tools that enable
the
segmentation of audiences, analysis of behaviour and anticipation
of
reactions have changed the way leaders interact with the
population.
This can lead to significant benefits, such as more efficient
policies and rapid responses to social problems, but it also poses
complex challenges related to privacy, ethics and the concentration
of power. The manipulation of information, the spread of fake news
and the exploitation of vulnerabilities in human behaviour become
real risks when information becomes a political weapon.
  



  

    
The
book also addresses how the data revolution poses fundamental
ethical
dilemmas. As companies and governments accumulate vast amounts of
information about individuals and groups, the question arises as to
who should have access to such data and for what purpose.
Transparency, accountability, and the protection of individual
rights
become central issues in the discussion of information governance.
Similarly, inequality in access to technology and the ability to
exploit data can deepen economic and social divides, creating a
world
in which some actors disproportionately concentrate power while
others are left behind.
  



  

    
Understanding
the data revolution means recognising that we are facing a
structural
change that is not only redefining industries and governments, but
also the way we live and relate to each other. Every decision that
is
made today, every business strategy or policy, is influenced by the
information that is held and how it is interpreted. Data-driven
knowledge offers the possibility of making smarter, more informed
decisions, but it also requires responsibility, critical thinking
and
awareness of the risks involved. This is why this book not only
analyses the economic and political impacts, but also invites us to
reflect on ethics, regulation and how we can use information to
build
more equitable and sustainable societies.
  



  

    
In
short, the data revolution is not an isolated phenomenon or a
simple
technological advance: it is a profound change in the structure of
power and decision-making. Understanding its dynamics,
opportunities
and risks is essential for any person, company or government that
wants to remain relevant in a world where information has become
the
force that shapes the present and the future. This book seeks to
offer a comprehensive look at this phenomenon, combining analysis,
examples and reflections that allow the reader not only to
understand
how data is transforming the economy and politics, but also how to
actively participate in an environment increasingly defined by
information.
  



  

    
But
what we have seen so far is only the tip of the iceberg. Behind
every
algorithm that predicts our purchasing decisions, behind every
analysis that guides public policy, there is a complex world of
strategies, risks and secrets that few people fully understand. Who
really controls the data that defines our economy and our
democracies? What invisible decisions are made based on information
about us that we do not even know exists?
  



  

    
In
this book, we will explore these questions and many more. We will
discover how data can empower or manipulate, how companies and
governments use it to gain advantages, and how citizens can learn
to
navigate this new world where information is power. Each chapter
reveals surprising aspects of the data revolution, demonstrating
that
its influence goes far beyond what we imagined and that the
decisions
we make today will determine what the world will look like
tomorrow.
  



  

    
The
question remains: are you ready to discover the truth behind the
information that surrounds us and understand how data is shaping
the
future of the economy and politics? If your curiosity has been
piqued, then this journey is just beginning.
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Over
the past five years, the world has experienced an unprecedented
acceleration in the way data shapes the economy, politics and
everyday life. From the pandemic of 2020 to the consolidation of
artificial intelligence in 2025, information has become the axis
around which global decision-making revolves. What began as a tool
for health management and digital optimisation has evolved into a
complex system of power, control and structural transformation.
Data
has gone from being simple numerical records to becoming the raw
material of the modern economy and the new language of contemporary
politics. Each year has brought advances, tensions and ethical
dilemmas that have redefined the relationship between governments,
businesses and citizens, demonstrating that the data revolution is
not only changing the way we live, but also who has control over
the
future.



  
	

  

    

      
2020
              - The COVID-19 pandemic and the rise of data as a
      tool for control
              and management
    
  







  

    
The
global health crisis has dramatically accelerated digitisation and
the use of data on a large scale. Governments and businesses have
resorted to massive information analysis to monitor infections,
plan
healthcare resources and design lockdown strategies. Tracking
applications, predictive models and big health data have marked a
before and after: data has been consolidated as an essential tool
for
public management.
  



  

    
In
the economic sphere, millions of companies have migrated to digital
platforms, generating an unprecedented volume of information on
consumption, mobility and working habits. It was the turning point
that showed the world that whoever dominates data dominates the
crisis.
  



  

    
The
year 2020 marked a turning point in recent history. What began as a
global health crisis turned into a phenomenon that radically
changed
the economic, political and social structures of the planet. The
COVID-19 pandemic not only tested healthcare systems and national
economies, but also accelerated a silent transformation that was
already underway: the data revolution. Amidst the chaos and
uncertainty, governments, businesses and citizens discovered that
information — real-time, accurate and reliable — was the most
valuable resource for survival, adaptation and
decision-making.
  



  

    
From
the first outbreaks, the need to collect and analyse data became
urgent. Countries that managed to implement digital tracking
systems,
epidemiological models and predictive infection control were able
to
respond more effectively. Data on mobility, population density,
social behaviour, and resource consumption became vital indicators
for making decisions in a matter of hours. In this context, health
management ceased to be exclusively medical and became an exercise
in
data intelligence. Every infection curve, every heat map, every
projection graph was an example of how information could save lives
or, in its absence, put them at risk.
  



  

    
Big
tech played a decisive role. Platforms such as Google, Apple and
Microsoft offered support for mass tracking and analysis systems,
while logistics and e-commerce companies, such as Amazon, developed
algorithms capable of anticipating demand for essential goods,
reorganising global supply chains. Thus, data became not only a
tool
for health control, but also the new engine of the economy. With
the
spread of lockdowns, daily life migrated to the digital space:
work,
education, consumption and even leisure began to depend on online
platforms.
  



  

    
This
forced digitalisation has led to an explosion in the amount of data
generated by humanity. Every virtual meeting, every online
purchase,
every Internet search and every interaction on social networks
fuelled a constant flow of information that revealed patterns of
how
society was reorganising itself in the face of the crisis.
Suddenly,
companies realised that this data had incalculable value: they
could
anticipate behaviour, identify new business opportunities and
design
more precise strategies than ever before. Consumers, on the other
hand, became unwitting producers of information, and their digital
footprints began to form part of the new global economic
map.
  



  

    
In
the political sphere, the pandemic has also transformed the
relationship between citizens and the state. Many governments have
used digital surveillance technologies to track cases, monitor
movements or impose lockdowns. This has sparked an unprecedented
debate about the boundaries between public health and individual
privacy. To what extent was it legitimate to sacrifice privacy in
the
name of collective security? Some countries, such as South Korea
and
Singapore, have been praised for their success in using data to
contain the virus; others, however, have been criticised for
abusing
surveillance and accumulating sensitive information without
guarantees of transparency.
  



  

    
Political
power began to be measured by the ability to manage information.
Governments that mastered data analysis were able to communicate
more
effectively, plan evidence-based policies and react to changes with
greater agility. However, a gap also emerged between countries with
strong technological infrastructures and those without access to
advanced tools. This digital inequality translated into a new form
of
power: control of data became a strategic resource, as important as
oil or energy.
  



  

    
The
global economy, meanwhile, has entered a new phase. The pandemic
has
not only destroyed millions of jobs, but has also fuelled the
emergence of an interconnected, information-driven digital economy.
Companies that had invested in data technology before the crisis
were
able to adapt quickly, while those that relied on traditional
business models fell behind or disappeared. Platforms such as Zoom,
Netflix, TikTok and Shopify became the protagonists of an era in
which attention, consumption and communication were measured in
gigabytes and connection time.
  



  

    
In
short, 2020 was a global data laboratory. Companies learned that
information-based knowledge can be both a tool for salvation and a
weapon of control. The pandemic accelerated digitalisation, but it
also highlighted the vulnerability of a hyperconnected world. On
the
one hand, data provided tools to coordinate global responses,
innovate and sustain economies in the midst of collapse. On the
other, it exposed profound risks: invasion of privacy, manipulation
of information and dependence on technology companies that
accumulate
more power than any state has ever had before.
  



  

    
That
year, without many people noticing, the seed of a new form of power
was planted: the power of data. Since then, every economic
decision,
every public policy and every social relationship has been mediated
by information that is generated, interpreted and monetised. 2020
was
not just the year of a pandemic: it was the year humanity realised
that information is at the heart of every strategy and that those
who
control it can define the course of the world.
  



  
	

  

    

      
2021
              - Consolidation of remote working and the data-driven
      digital
              economy
    
  







  

    
After
the initial impact of the pandemic, remote working and digital
platforms became the new normal. Companies began to use
productivity
analytics, talent management algorithms and predictive market
models.
  



  

    
Large
technology companies (such as Amazon, Google and Microsoft)
multiplied their revenues, driven by demand for cloud services and
data intelligence tools.
  



  

    
In
politics, social networks remained an information battleground.
Debates about disinformation and the power of platforms to
influence
public opinion intensified.
  



  

    
If
2020 was the year the world understood the value of data as a tool
for survival, 2021 was the year that discovery became an
established
structure. Digitalisation, which had been an urgent response to the
global lockdown, became the new way of life. The boundaries between
the physical and the virtual began to blur and the global economy
fully entered the era of total interconnection. Data ceased to be a
consequence of human activity: it became its starting point.
  



  

    
In
every corner of the planet, companies, governments and institutions
realised that intelligent data management was no longer a
competitive
advantage, but a condition for existence. Thousands of small and
medium-sized companies adopted digital analytics systems to survive
in an environment where consumer habits had changed radically.
Business decisions began to depend less on intuition and more on
predictive models. Platforms such as Amazon, Alibaba and Mercado
Libre perfected their algorithms to anticipate demand, reorganise
inventories and personalise each customer's experience with a
precision that would have been unthinkable just a few years
earlier.
  



  

    
Remote
working, now established as a global practice, has become one of
the
symbols of the new data economy. Companies began to measure
employee
productivity, performance and even well-being using digital tools
that recorded connection patterns, response times and interaction
levels. This opened up a new debate: to what extent has constant
measurement improved efficiency or become a form of corporate
surveillance? The truth is that millions of workers have become
part
of an invisible but constantly monitored workforce, whose data has
been accumulated on servers and platforms that have redefined the
power dynamics in the workplace.
  



  

    
The
growth of e-commerce and digital finance marked another milestone.
The massive use of virtual wallets, cryptocurrencies and electronic
payment platforms generated a new flow of economic information that
escaped traditional systems. Every transaction became a source of
data on consumer habits, regional preferences and financial trust
networks. This phenomenon has strengthened the technology companies
that managed these ecosystems, while at the same time pushing
traditional financial institutions into a race to adapt or
disappear.
The global economy began to function as a hybrid system, in which
value was measured not only in capital, but also in the quantity
and
quality of available information.
  



  

    
Politically,
2021 consolidated the era of electoral algorithms and segmented
communication. Parties and candidates realised that success no
longer
depended solely on mass speeches, but on the ability to tailor
messages to specific audiences using data analysis tools and
digital
psychometrics. Social networks, with their ability to segment
audiences and measure emotions in real time, became the new
campaign
scenarios. Political narratives began to be constructed based on
what
the data revealed about citizens' concerns, fears and desires. This
led to a more immediate, but also more volatile and manipulable,
politics, in which data could shape public perception as much as
the
facts themselves.
  



  

    
Meanwhile,
discussions about privacy and data ethics began to take centre
stage
in the public agenda. Scandals involving leaks, hacks and misuse of
personal information highlighted the fragility of digital security
systems. People began to realise that their online movements — from
a purchase to a simple 'like' — were part of a gigantic commercial
and political surveillance network. As a result, calls for stricter
regulations on data use grew, and there was much talk of 'digital
sovereignty' and 'information autonomy'.
  



  

    
Culturally,
the world underwent a more subtle but profound transformation: the
normalisation of digital life. Personal relationships,
entertainment
and education developed almost entirely in algorithm-mediated
environments. Platforms such as Netflix, YouTube and Spotify not
only
offered content, but also defined tastes, trends and social
behaviours based on their data-driven recommendation systems.
Knowledge and culture became part of an automated circuit in which
access to information depended on the visibility that an algorithm
decided to grant it.
  



  

    
2021
was also the year in which large technology companies consolidated
their global dominance. Their profits grew to historic levels,
driven
by increased digital traffic and demand for cloud services. This
increase generated political tensions around the power accumulated
by
companies capable of simultaneously influencing the economy,
communication and information security of states. Some governments
began discussing antitrust measures, while others sought strategic
alliances with these companies to support their economies in their
full post-pandemic recovery.
  



  

    
The
year ended with one certainty: the world would never be the same
again. The transformations of 2021 consolidated an economic and
social structure based on constant information and permanent
interconnection. Data ceased to be a by-product of human activity
and
became its organising essence. Every move, every decision, every
relationship generated digital footprints that were accumulated,
analysed and returned in the form of automated decisions.
  



  

    
The
data revolution had gone from being a possibility to becoming a
fait
accompli. What until recently seemed like a technical or commercial
process has now revealed itself to be a cultural, political and
human
phenomenon. In 2021, the world realised that data was not just a
tool: it was the new language of power.
  



  
	

  

    

      
2022
              - Rise of artificial intelligence applied to
      political and economic
              analysis
    
  







  

    
The
year 2022 marked the integration of artificial intelligence with
data
analysis systems. Companies began using artificial intelligence to
anticipate consumer trends, predict financial risks and personalise
products in real time.
  



  

    
In
politics, the use of algorithms has been expanded to study
citizens'
perceptions and tailor discourse to specific audiences. Data has
ceased to be a simple record and has become a tool for predicting
and
manipulating collective behaviour.
  



  

    
At
the same time, criticism has grown over the lack of transparency in
the use of data and the ability of a few actors to concentrate
sensitive information on millions of people.
  



  

    
2022
marked a new stage in the data revolution: the definitive union
between big data and artificial intelligence. While in 2020 and
2021
the world learned to collect and organise mass information, 2022
was
the moment when that information began to be interpreted
autonomously
by systems capable of learning, inferring and predicting.
Algorithms
ceased to be static tools and became dynamic entities that shape
reality. It was the year in which data took on a new dimension: it
went from describing the world to anticipating it.
  



  

    
The
global economy, still recovering from the pandemic, relied heavily
on
the power of artificial intelligence to stabilise markets, optimise
resources and design risk scenarios. Companies discovered that,
with
sufficient data and well-trained models, they could predict changes
in demand, price fluctuations or consumer behaviour before they
occurred. Economic analysis departments were transformed into
algorithmic forecasting centres. Decisions ceased to depend on
human
intuition and became based on accurate simulations and projections
generated by artificial intelligence.
  



  

    
In
retail, AI began to design personalised sales strategies and user
experiences, creating a consumption model that was virtually
tailor-made for each individual. Systems recommended products not
only based on past tastes, but also on emotional state,
geographical
location or real-time browsing patterns. In finance, automated
investment algorithms dominated the stock markets, able to react in
microseconds to any change in global information. The economy
became,
more than ever, a space governed by the speed of data.
  



  

    
At
the same time, 2022 was the year when governments began to
systematically integrate data intelligence into public
decision-making. Ministries of health, education, transport and the
economy implemented AI-based analytics systems to optimise
resources,
predict crises and guide decisions. Predictive models were
developed
in several countries to detect pockets of crime, patterns of
poverty
or possible scenarios of social protest. Politics began to operate
according to a new logic: don't wait for problems to occur,
anticipate them. However, this promise of efficiency came with
profound ethical dilemmas.
  



  

    
The
predictive power of data became a form of political control.
Leaders
could now know in detail the opinions, emotions, and concerns of
citizens before they were expressed publicly. Social networks and
digital platforms provided valuable information about collective
moods, which allowed for the development of ultra-targeted
discourses
and campaigns. The manipulation of information reached
unprecedented
levels of sophistication: messages were designed for each profile,
each region, each emotional group. What appeared to be closer, more
personalised communication actually consolidated a new form of
invisible influence, in which the line between persuasion and
manipulation became increasingly blurred.
  



  

    
Elections
held in different parts of the world that year showed the true
extent
of the power of data. Campaign teams not only analysed traditional
polls or statistics, but also used artificial intelligence to
identify voting behaviour patterns, detect influential digital
communities and adapt political messages in real time. Thus was
born
the concept of 'algorithmic democracy', in which political
competition is decided both at the ballot box and on
servers.
  



  

    
Along
with these advances, ethical and social tensions intensified. As
data
and artificial intelligence became intertwined, the lack of
effective
regulation and transparency in automated systems became apparent.
Controversy arose over algorithmic bias when it was discovered that
many models reproduced racial, gender or socio-economic
inequalities,
amplifying existing injustices under the guise of mathematical
neutrality. The myth of technological objectivity began to crumble.
Society realised that algorithms, after all, reflect the values and
biases of those who design them.
  



  

    
On
the geopolitical front, 2022 consolidated the technological rivalry
between the major powers. The United States, China and the European
Union intensified their competition for leadership in artificial
intelligence and data processing. Tensions over access to
semiconductors, cloud infrastructure and data centres became
strategic issues for national security. Data ceased to be a matter
of
technological innovation and became a matter of sovereignty. Every
nation realised that controlling information flows meant
controlling
its economic and political future.
  



  

    
The
cultural impact of this process has also been remarkable.
Artificial
intelligence has begun to become part of public discourse and
everyday life: more advanced digital assistants, increasingly
accurate recommendation systems and automatic content creation
tools
have become part of daily routine. Without realising it, the
population began to coexist with algorithms that learned from their
behaviour, anticipated their desires and, to a certain extent,
shaped
their decisions. The line between technological assistance and
digital dependence became blurred.
  



  

    
In
universities and research centres, the debate on the ethics of AI
has
intensified. Philosophers, economists, lawyers and scientists have
begun to discuss the limits of predictive power and the need to
establish frameworks of responsibility. Who is responsible for a
wrong decision made by an algorithm? Who ensures that the data used
does not violate fundamental rights? In 2022, these questions
ceased
to be hypothetical and became urgent.
  



  

    
The
year ended with a paradox: never before had humanity had so much
knowledge and capacity for anticipation, but also so much
uncertainty
about the consequences of that power. The data revolution had
entered
its most sophisticated and, at the same time, most dangerous phase.
The world was facing a new frontier: that of automated thinking.
Data
not only recorded reality, but began to create it.
  



  

    
In
short, 2022 was the year in which data and artificial intelligence
merged to give rise to an unprecedented form of power: predictive
power, capable of seeing the future before it happens, but also of
influencing it. From that moment on, the debate ceased to be about
whether technology could do it, and became about whether society
was
ready to live under its influence.
  



  

    

      
4.
2023 - Data regulation and ethics at the centre of the
debate
    
  



  

    
With
data leak scandals and the growing power of technology companies,
governments began to move towards stricter regulatory
frameworks.
  



  

    
The
European Union strengthened the General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) and proposed new laws on artificial intelligence and the
ethical use of information. In Latin America, countries such as
Brazil, Chile and Mexico made progress in data protection and
digital
transparency legislation.
  



  

    
Economically,
companies have begun to invest in data governance, seeking to
balance
innovation with privacy protection. In politics, a new dilemma has
arisen: how to ensure information security without hindering
technological development?
  



  

    
The
year 2023 marked a turning point in the recent history of the data
revolution. After two years of accelerated expansion of artificial
intelligence and the massive use of personal information for
economic
and political purposes, the world woke up to the magnitude of the
power that had accumulated in the hands of a few technology
companies
and governments. What was once perceived as a promise of progress
began to be seen as a threat to individual autonomy, privacy and
democracy. In 2023, humanity not only continued to produce data,
but
began, for the first time, to reflect on who should control
it.
  



  

    
Public
mistrust of algorithms and automated systems reached unprecedented
levels. Information leaks, digital manipulation scandals and the
growing visibility of artificial intelligence biases fuelled a
global
debate on the urgent need to regulate the data economy. Europe, a
pioneer in privacy protection with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), has promoted new legislation known as the
Artificial Intelligence Act (AI Act), which has sought to establish
clear limits on the use of automated systems in sensitive areas
such
as security, justice and employment. This law became the first
serious attempt to define, at a global level, what ethical use of
AI
and data meant.
  



  

    
Meanwhile,
in the United States, congressional debates on algorithm
transparency
and big tech accountability intensified. Companies such as Meta,
Google and OpenAI were called upon to testify about their data
models, the mechanisms for training their artificial intelligence
and
the opacity of their decision-making processes. In Latin America,
the
first frameworks for digital sovereignty were discussed, seeking to
avoid total dependence on foreign technological infrastructure. The
issue of data became a political issue of the first order: it was
no
longer a technical issue, but a question of power and citizens'
rights.
  



  

    
In
the economic sphere, 2023 showed the consequences of
hyper-dependence
on data and automated systems. Several industries suffered severe
disruptions due to algorithmic errors or manipulation. Some
financial
markets suffered temporary crashes caused by massive automated
investment decisions. Governments realised that global economic
stability could be shaken if algorithms operated without regulation
or effective human oversight. It was at this point that people
began
to talk about the need for 'responsible algorithmic governance', a
model in which technological efficiency had to be balanced with
ethics, transparency and social justice.
  



  

    
However,
the regulatory awakening did not come only from institutions:
citizen
resistance gained unexpected strength. Digital social movements
emerged around the world demanding control over personal data and
transparency in the automation of daily life. Cooperative data
platforms, 'ethical artificial intelligence' projects and
communities
promoting free software and information decentralisation were born.
The slogan 'My data, my power' has become a global rallying cry,
especially among younger generations who have grown up under the
surveillance of digital platforms.
  



  

    
The
media, in turn, began to highlight how algorithmic manipulation has
affected the quality of public information. Cases of media bias
generated by recommendation systems that prioritised sensationalist
or polarising content have been documented, amplifying social
divisions and undermining trust in institutions. Social networks,
once symbols of the democratisation of public voice, began to be
seen
as tools of emotional manipulation. In response, the first
large-scale digital literacy campaigns emerged, aimed at teaching
citizens how to recognise and resist disinformation generated or
amplified by algorithms.
  



  

    
At
the same time, art and culture also reacted to the hegemony of
data.
Writers, filmmakers and artists began to explore the dilemmas of
automation, surveillance and digital identity in their works.
Dystopian narratives depicting futures dominated by artificial
intelligence have been popularised, as have utopian visions
imagining
a more humane and collaborative use of technology. The debate
ceased
to be the preserve of experts alone: it became part of the
collective
imagination.
  



  

    
International
politics reflects this change in consciousness. At the G20 and
United
Nations summits, the topic of 'global digital ethics' was
officially
added to the agenda. Countries from different geopolitical blocs
discussed the creation of international standards on data use, the
development of responsible artificial intelligence, and the
prevention of transnational manipulation of information. For the
first time, it was recognised that data was not a neutral resource,
but a source of power that should be managed according to
democratic
and equitable criteria.
  



  

    
But
2023 was also a year of tension. As regulatory frameworks advanced,
technology companies intensified their efforts to maintain their
dominant position. Resistance to transparency was fierce: many
companies argued that revealing their algorithms would compromise
their intellectual property and competitiveness. The conflict
between
innovation and control, entrepreneurial freedom and social
protection, became one of the great battles of the 21st
century.
  



  

    
Towards
the end of the year, the world was divided between two visions: one
that defended the autonomy of technology as an engine of progress,
and the other that demanded human limits on its expansion.
Governments began to set up commissions specialising in digital
ethics, universities established courses in algorithmic governance,
and civil society realised that the future no longer depended
solely
on who owned the data, but on how it was decided to use it.
  



  

    
In
2023, the data revolution ceased to be a silent phenomenon and
became
a visible battlefield. It was the year when humanity looked into
the
digital mirror and wondered if it still owned its reflection. This
question gave rise to a new collective consciousness: the
understanding that technology, without human control, can undermine
the very foundations of freedom. But also that, if guided wisely,
it
can open the door to a more just, transparent and truly democratic
future.
  



  
	

  

    

      
2024
              - Expansion of algorithmic power and data
      concentration
    
  







  

    
In
2024, generative artificial intelligence systems and mass language
models – such as ChatGPT and its corporate equivalents – took the
data revolution to a new dimension.
  



  

    
Companies
have begun to use these systems for financial analysis, customer
service and automated decision-making. In the global economy, data
has become a strategic asset as valuable as oil was in the 20th
century.
  



  

    
In
politics, generative algorithms opened up new opportunities and
risks: from the creation of automated speeches and campaigns to the
proliferation of disinformation and manipulated content through
deepfakes.
  



  

    
The
year 2024 saw a profound transformation: data ceased to be merely a
tool for analysis or control and became a source of creation. The
global emergence of generative artificial intelligence—capable of
producing text, images, code, music, or even complex decisions from
massive amounts of data—marked the beginning of a new phase in the
digital revolution. While previous years had revolved around the
collection and regulation of information, 2024 was the year in
which
humanity experienced, for the first time, the creative power of
algorithms. The boundary between the human and the artificial began
to blur irreversibly.
  



  

    
Companies,
media and governments quickly adopted these technologies to
optimise
processes and reduce costs, but also to explore uncharted
territories
of innovation. Platforms driven by language, image and sound models
began to replace traditionally human tasks: writing reports,
designing advertising campaigns, composing music or developing
political strategies. What once required entire teams of
professionals could now be produced in seconds with the help of
systems trained on billions of data points. Global productivity
skyrocketed, but with it came troubling questions about the value
of
human labour and intellectual property.
  



  

    
In
the digital economy, the impact has been immediate and monumental.
Large technology companies have launched products powered by
generative intelligence that have transformed entire industries:
from
education to entertainment, journalism to engineering. Creative
work,
once considered exclusively human, began to share space with
artificial intelligences capable of writing novels, painting
digital
paintings, or designing logos with emotional precision. Economists
spoke of an 'algorithmic renaissance', an era in which creativity
was
democratised but also automated.
  



  

    
The
social and ethical implications were as vast as the technical
advances. The line separating reality from simulation has become
almost imperceptible. Videos, voices and images generated by
artificial intelligence have become indistinguishable from the real
thing, fuelling a new wave of disinformation: so-called political
deepfakes have reached an alarming level of sophistication. World
leaders were falsely portrayed in non-existent speeches or
situations, generating diplomatic and social crises. The term
'algorithmic post-truth' was incorporated into the global
vocabulary,
describing a time when what seemed real could be entirely
synthetic.
  



  

    
Faced
with this scenario, governments have stepped up their regulatory
efforts. In the European Union, the AI Act began to be enforced
vigorously, imposing sanctions on companies that use artificial
intelligence models without transparency or traceability. The
United
States launched its first federal AI governance framework, focusing
on ethics and consumer protection. China, for its part, implemented
a
system of state licensing for generative models, ensuring political
control over the information produced. Thus, the geopolitical map
of
artificial intelligence began to take shape around three different
visions: the European one, focused on ethics; the American one,
based
on innovation and competition; and the Chinese one, focused on
state
control.
  



  

    
Globally,
the economic consequences were ambivalent. On the one hand,
business
productivity increased thanks to the automation of cognitive tasks;
on the other, millions of workers began to feel the threat of job
replacement. Journalists, designers, programmers and translators
were
the first to experience the direct impact of generative
intelligence.
Universities and trade unions launched intense debates on the
future
of employment, the need for a universal basic income and the
redefinition of the concept of work in a world where creativity
could
also be automated.
  



  

    
However,
2024 was not just a year of fear or crisis. It was also a period of
collective reinvention. Thousands of people around the world began
to
use generative tools as allies, not enemies. Artists who had
previously feared being replaced discovered new forms of expression
in the collaboration between man and machine. Teachers incorporated
artificial intelligence into their classrooms as educational
assistants, able to adapt content to each student's pace. Doctors
and
scientists took advantage of generative models to discover new
drugs,
design proteins, or simulate complex medical treatments. For the
first time, artificial intelligence was not just processing data:
it
was imagining possibilities.
  



  

    
In
the political arena, election campaigns were completely
transformed.
Communications teams used generative artificial intelligence to
draft
speeches, analyse the emotional state of the electorate, and
produce
hyper-specific content tailored to each community. This generated a
form of personalised propaganda that was as effective as it was
disturbing. The boundaries between legitimate persuasion and
emotional manipulation became increasingly blurred. Voters began to
wonder whether they were choosing freely or whether their decisions
were the result of algorithms that knew their fears better than
they
did themselves.
  



  

    
The
public debate on authenticity has reached philosophical
proportions.
What does it mean to be creative in an age when machines can
create?
What value does human labour retain when artificial intelligence
can
replicate beauty, emotion, or thought? The data revolution, which
began with control and prediction, was now entering the most
intimate
realm of human beings: imagination.
  



  

    
At
the end of 2024, the world was at a fascinating and dangerous
crossroads. Generative intelligence promised to solve long-standing
problems of access, productivity and creativity, but it also
introduced unprecedented risks: massive misinformation, job losses
and erosion of public trust. Citizens, governments and businesses
realised that it was no longer just about how to use data, but who
should have the power to create it.
  



  

    
The
year ended with an emerging global consensus: humanity had to learn
to live with its digital creations without losing its critical
faculties. 2024 will be remembered as the year the world stopped
talking about artificial intelligence as an experiment and started
living within it. The data revolution had reached its most mature
and, perhaps, most delicate phase: that of synthetic thinking,
where
every idea, every word and every image could be both human and
artificial at the same time.
  



  
	

  

    

      
2025
              – The era of sovereign data and the geopolitics of
      information
    
  







  

    
Today,
data is no longer just an economic resource: it is a tool of
geopolitical power.
  



  

    
Nations
compete for control of digital infrastructure, artificial
intelligence and global information flows. The United States, China
and the European Union are leading this new race for technological
sovereignty, while emerging countries seek to protect their
information autonomy.
  



  

    
The
global economy depends on interconnected data ecosystems, and
global
politics is being redefined around the ability to manage and
protect
that information.
  



  

    
Society
faces a crucial dilemma: how to balance innovation, freedom and
security in a world where every decision leaves a digital trail and
every piece of data can become power.
  



  

    
2025
promises to be the threshold of a new era. After five years of
dizzying expansion of data power, the world is reaching a moment of
collective introspection: the technological revolution can no
longer
be separated from moral, political and existential questions. While
previous years have been dominated by enthusiasm, innovation and
acceleration, 2025 is characterised by the search for balance.
Humanity is beginning to ask itself how to coexist with machines
without diluting its essence, how to govern data without turning it
into instruments of domination, and how to preserve freedom in an
environment where everything can be measured, anticipated and
simulated.
  



  

    
The
defining concept this time around is that of hybrid intelligence:
an
integration between the human mind and artificial intelligence that
is no longer limited to instrumental cooperation but proposes a
symbiotic co-evolution. Digital systems not only help humans but
also
learn from them in real time, while people learn to think with
them.
In laboratories, universities and companies, artificial
intelligence
projects are designed with models that prioritise adaptability and
transparency, seeking to overcome the 'autonomous machine' paradigm
to create collaborative entities. Technology is becoming more
empathetic, contextual and sensitive, capable of interpreting not
only data but also emotions.
  



  

    
However,
this progress is not the result of simple technical evolution, but
of
a global reaction to the excesses of the past. Scandals involving
information manipulation, industrial disputes over automation and
tensions between nations over control of digital infrastructure are
driving a coordinated response. By 2025, the first international
data
and artificial intelligence governance structures will be
consolidated, promoted by organisations such as the United Nations,
the OECD and the G20. The aim is to establish a global ethical
framework governing access, ownership and use of data, as well as
the
responsibilities arising from decisions made by algorithms.
  



  

    
The
Lisbon Agreement on Global Digital Governance, signed in the middle
of that year, becomes a historic milestone. For the first time, a
group of countries from different continents accepts a common
principle: data is a global public good that must be managed
according to criteria of fairness, transparency and sustainability.
This treaty proposes the creation of an international digital
charter
of human rights, recognising privacy, disconnection, algorithmic
neutrality and the right to digital identity as new pillars of
modern
freedom. Global politics is beginning to adapt to the era of
permanent information.
  



  

    
In
the economy, the effects of the data revolution are reaching
maturity. The massive automation of cognitive tasks is redefining
productivity models and labour relations. Many companies are
adopting
mixed work patterns, in which humans and algorithms share
responsibilities. Instead of replacing workers, the most advanced
organisations seek to integrate human and artificial intelligence
to
improve creativity, efficiency and complex decision-making. This is
giving rise to a new work culture based on collaboration between
biological and digital minds.
  



  

    
At
the same time, governments are beginning to use hybrid models for
public management. Artificial intelligence systems predict economic
crises, optimise social spending and design strategies for climate
change. The first AI-assisted digital parliaments are being
implemented in several countries, where real-time data guides
legislative debates. However, this political revolution also poses
profound dilemmas: to what extent should a machine be allowed to
influence a state's sovereign decisions? Where is the line between
technological advice and the delegation of democratic power?
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