
        
            
                
            
        

    
 

	 

	 

	There are laws in the universe that set it in motion 

	and preserve it.

	These laws are 

	apparently immutable.

	If they ceased tomorrow, 

	the whole universe 

	would collapse.
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	The book that I used as a reference

	- You must read it -
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	I was a student in high-school when I asked my teacher why the orbit of the earth around the sun is elliptical. She honestly answered: “we do not know.” 

	I felt so disappointed.

	As it happens, sometimes a lesson learned from an unanswered question may be a great one. That was my case. 

	In fact, I learned that:

	
	
- We do not have an answer for every question;


	
- Whether we understand “why” or not, the world continues to go on its way; 


	
- Scientific curiosity is good, as long as it does not give you a permanent headache; 


	
- It’s better to save some questions for later (Yes, now I know the answer to that question)




	That day changed my attitude towards science. 

	But where could I possibly find all the answers? 

	I also wondered: Are some questions going to remain unanswered forever?

	I was a Christian at the time. I was also young, barely in my teens. Struggling with my desire to catch girls’ attention, or deal with my school homework were more pressing needs than earth’s orbit around the sun or the theological implications of scientific progress.

	In time the unanswered questions grew in number. I collected them, ordered them according to which area of life they were about – yet, I moved on.

	Since I was very interested in my Christian life, I decided to dedicate myself to answering the theological “why’s.” 

	I can honestly say now that I am fifty-two that I don’t have so many unanswered religious questions. When they hear me saying this, or reading my writings, some inquiry to me seeking help to find the answers to their questions. Very often I fail them and realize how different were my philosophical and spiritual needs from the average believer. So, forgive me if in this book you will find answers to questions you did not even ask yourself. Forgive me also, if it will leave some of your questions unanswered. 

	Anyway, let’s go back to my question: Why is the earth’s orbit around the sun elliptical?

	Now that my theological hunger and thirst have reasonably been satisfied, I want to take some time to see if there is some possible answer to my forty-year old question.

	It was during one of my journeys to Malta that I bought a book, A Brief History of Time, by Stephen Hawking, and began to read it. I found it so beautiful, wonderful and interesting, though a bit complicated – but, it’s ok, I could not expect otherwise.

	Then, I posted on facebook a cover of the book and shared the news that I was reading it. One suddenly commented: “this man is an atheist…an enemy of the faith … of God.” 

	That only made me even more convinced that I had bought the right book. First because if I want to read about theology, I will buy a theologian’s book. But if I want to read about science, I must read a scientist’s book. 

	The fact that a man who looked for answers in science instead of faith is an atheist cannot be a surprise, he was perfectly consistent with his beliefs. Had he been a man of faith he’d rather have investigated elsewhere to solve his theological doubts. 

	Also, this could have given me the opportunity to refer to a text which is not  religiously biased. 

	I needed to know about a scientific approach to the matter.

	All I can say is, I found a science book and much of the information I needed to fill in the blanks in my mind on this topic.

	So many years ago I was having dinner with some friends of mine. I don’t remember why, but the conversation took a religious directions. Honestly, I am not inclined to talk about religion in front of a good meal – since very likely it is going to ruin my appetite. I noticed some people feel the need to question me, or even worse, share their undesired opinions in the most unusual contexts. I do enjoy a good conversation, sometimes even a bad one. But not while I am eating. Anyway, not caring, one of my friends had to display his brilliant convictions with the rest of the crew: “Science has proved that there is no God. We all evolved from monkeys.” 

	My first thought and comment when something like this is breathed out of someone’s lungs through the vocal apparatus, is that it is questionable whether we have evolved much from monkeys or even if we have evolved at all. Also, I cannot help but wonder – this is another great unanswered “why” that I am sure will go in the grave with me – Why. 

	Why some people, including my hyper-scientific friend, marry in churches of the non-existing God, ask for prayers of others when in desperate need, why do they baptize their children or force them to take first communion, etc., all at a very high price that fills the safes of the organization meant to proclaim the existence of the very God they say they don’t believe in. At least, that is what my friend did in time.

	 

	Anyway, I approach science as a believer, but I am not looking for religious answers there. Neither I expect science to affect me religiously.

	Yet, this book is the result of the investigation of scientific facts by a religious mind and I do not know myself where this journey will take me - and those who are ready to jump aboard with me. If you dare, please do.

	 

	Birkirkara

	February, 2020

	 






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	CHAPTER ONE

	WoW

	 

	    

	     God did not only create the world. He did more. Like every intellectual being, he stopped and contemplated all that he had done. The Bible seems to describe him amazed by the results of his actions. “And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:10 – JPS, Jewish Publication Society Old Testament).

	This expression brings to my mind a lot of implications.

	First, the universe was all beautiful. As, in fact, the world is. I am never tired of looking or contemplating the sky during the day, not to mention the extraordinary beauty of dawn and twilight, or a starry sky at night, which gives indescribable emotions and feelings. 
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