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[image: A] long time ago there was a white mouse called Kanemochi, servant of Daikoku, the God of Wealth. His wife’s name was Onaga. Both Kanemochi and


	 



	 
	 
	 








	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	
his wife were very discreet. Never in the day time nor even at night did they venture into the parlor or kitchen, and so they lived in tranquility free from danger of meeting the cat. Their only son Fukutaro also was of a gentle disposition. When he was old enough to take a wife, his parents concluded to get him one, transfer their property to him, and seek retirement. Fortunately, one of their relatives named Chudayu had


	 
	 
	
a lovely daughter called Hatsuka. Accordingly a go-between was employed to enter into

negotiations


	 
	 






	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	







	
with

Chudayu

respecting

the

 


	 
	
marriage.

When the young folks were allowed to see each other, neither party objected, and so presents were exchanged.
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