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  PART 1: All about Prophecy


  1. Introduction to the Prophetic Supernatural Experience


  “And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.” Acts 2:17


  Why would I record fifty-five individual videos and then proceed to write a book on them called: The Prophetic Supernatural Experience? This is a natural question, and I will give an equally natural answer – it is all about God! You see, a few months ago I had a prophetic dream and then, a little later, I had a similar dream. I knew then that God was saying something important to me!


  I decided to contact a friend who is gifted in dream interpretation. She explained that the Lord wanted me to write a second book. Like the book on The Parables of Jesus Made Simple, this new book was also meant to involve my own life experiences. God knew that my lack of inspiration for this second book was caused by the fact that I did not know, at that stage, how to even begin to write it!


  A few days later, I received another prophetic word saying:


  “Matthew, I feel that the Lord is saying to you that you will be blessed in many ways soon and only you, or maybe a few others, will understand. The Lord says that He is going to bless you by opening up the airwaves. I see you possibly as a guest on a show or travelling and telling people about the prophetic.”


  Interestingly, she mentions the prophetic.


  “I see a book, in which even the secular world will be reached for Jesus. There will be a specific group of people whom you can reach and it will be God who opens the doors for you. There are people everywhere searching for answers; they are going through trials in their lives, as never before. People today are in search of the supernatural! Have you ever heard “It’s supernatural” with Sid Roth? I believe that you can be blessed by watching his show.”


  The words ‘prophetic’ and ‘supernatural’ were both involved in that prophecy! Therefore, I personally cannot claim either credit or criticism for devising the title of the book you are now reading. The dream interpreter was in fact responsible for its title. In hindsight, I am not really convinced that she fully understood that both these words were involved in the prophecy over my life.


  It was basically these two dreams that inspired me to make the videos and to write the book. In addition, when I first entered the prophetic, I searched for information on the subject, but I could not find exactly what I needed to know. I am still unable to find what I was looking for in Christian bookshops! I sincerely hope that my work on this subject will be comprehensive enough for the beginner. Also, I hope that people who have moved in the prophetic for years may like some of the stories and illustrations that I have used.


  This book has not been written for mature Christians, who have been moving in the prophetic for years. Instead, it has been written for beginners – people who desire to know about, or who want to move in the prophetic.


  For years, I have approached strangers in the street and given them a message that God has placed on my heart to share with them. Often, I do not consider this as being supernatural, even when I am doing it ten or even twenty times a week. I am used to walking up to a complete stranger and telling them about a problem in their life, and a solution that God has for them. It has gone beyond being thoroughly surprising to me, because it is part of my natural experience.


  I guess it is similar to Heidi Baker in Mozambique, when God uses her to open blind eyes and deaf ears. For Heidi Baker it is still a supernatural work of God, but she knows that He will do it! However, the typical Christian is not used to operating in the supernatural. Many believers fail to be aware of the voice of Jesus, or the voice of the Holy Spirit, or that of the Father.


  My desire is that, through this book, I can help to open the supernatural for you. You see, I want you to understand that the prophetic experience is a supernatural experience. But, most importantly, it is also something I believe that every Christian can do! It is something that God can gift you in and something that you can follow and practice. I am not saying that I, myself, will give you every tool to operate in the prophetic experience, but in the last chapter of the video series there is an impartation – a prayer for you to receive the gift of prophecy, together with enough information in the book to carry on with the gift once you have received it.


  Over the years, I estimate that I must have prayed for about three-hundred people to receive the gift of prophecy. I also estimate that ninety-five percent of them received the gift. Actually, I believe that every one of them, who was open to receive, did receive! However, some of them lacked the faith to believe that they had! Maybe it is just that they refused to get out of the boat and practice their gift. Some may have wrongly thought that they were not worthy of the gift of prophecy, so they did not take me up on my invitation for them to prophesy over me and practice their new gift.


  I sincerely hope that you enjoy this book.


  This is the perfect book for beginners. I wish I had, had it when I was first stepping out. As I read Matthew Payne’s work on the prophetic, I am certain he has written a great book on the subject and another book to add to his previous written ones.


  The prophetic connection between Matthew and I was made in 2011. In reflection, it was God’s impeccable timing! Matthew stated to me that he had gone through some theological changes since I first tried to contact his ministry in 2009, and the Lord knows that I certainly have gone through my own changes as well.


  Even though Matthew says that this book is not for those who have been moving in the prophetic for years, but only for the beginner, it is still a good read for anyone in the prophetic, or who wishes to be in the prophetic. It is gentle and simplified in its teachings, and may answer some questions or shed some light on the topic for you. This book is going to birth many people into the prophetic and it is going to guide and train those that are already involved that may need more knowledge or mentoring.


  So, sit back and enjoy this book, and get ready for the ride of your life as you begin, or continue on in your prophetic journey.


  2. Some Definitions used in the Prophetic


  “And the Lord said unto Moses, ‘See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron, thy brother, shall be thy prophet.’” Exodus 7:1


  The word “prophetic” describes a person who moves in the gift of prophecy. It is a derivative word that comes from the word “prophecy” or “prophet.”


  There is a gift of prophecy mentioned in 1Corinthians 12:10. There is also a gift called the ‘word of knowledge’ in 1Corinthians 12:8 “…to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit.” A ‘word of knowledge’ is supernatural information that you would not ordinarily know about a particular person. Jesus used this gift in John 4, when He said to the woman at the well that she had spoken correctly in saying that she had no husband. He added however that, though she had five prior husbands, the man she was now living with was not her husband.


  Again, in John 1:47 we read: Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite, indeed, in whom is no deceit!” Both of these examples were words of knowledge spoken by Jesus.


  The ‘word of wisdom’ is different; it is a directional Word of God. (1Corinthians 12:8 “for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit…”) Often, in the Old Testament, a King would seek a prophet and ask whether the Lord was on the side of his army in a particular battle, or should he make peace? God’s prophet might say: “The Lord is with you and this is His battle plan.” The ensuing battle plan would be God’s directional words to the King. God still gives directions to His prophetic people and they are called words of wisdom.


  Many Christians, who are not charismatic, believe that today’s prophecies are restricted to the set-down prophecies contained in the Bible. They also insist that the preaching of the Word of God is prophesying, or acting in a gift of prophecy. They believe that a word of knowledge is knowledge of the Bible, meaning studied and imparted knowledge of the Bible, and that a good preacher moves in a wonderful “gift of knowledge.”


  Non-charismatic Christians also believe that the “gift of wisdom” refers to God’s wisdom. However, in the Bible, God’s wisdom and a “word of wisdom” are not the same! One is the supernatural wisdom of God to make decisions and do things correctly, while the other is the direction of God on how to move in something coming through a prophet or a person with the gift of prophecy, or a direction received personally from the Holy Spirit directly to a believer.


  The term ‘prophetic,’ therefore, refers to believers who supernaturally move in the gift of prophecy with the ability to also operate in the gift of wisdom and the gift of knowledge, as the Lord directs. These three gifts are to have a positive impact on both the church and others and they will be discussed in detail in later chapters.


  Whilst a prophetic person is someone who moves in prophecy, there is also the term “prophet” in the Bible. It is important for you to know that someone who has the gift of prophecy, or can move in the three gifts of prophecy that I mentioned above, is not necessarily a prophet! However, everyone, who has received the Holy Spirit in his or her life, ought to be able to move in the “gift of prophecy” – for it is merely just passing on a message from God to another person.


  Jesus says: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me,” John 10:27. If you can hear from God in your born-again spirit, then you can also hear a message for someone else. Just like the Post Office employs staff to deliver mail to individual suburban homes, God wants His people to personally deliver His spoken word!


  As I have said, a prophetic person is not necessarily a prophet. Whilst a prophet is gifted in the prophetic gifts, they are also set apart by God to perform other functions in the body of Christ. A prophet is a spokesperson for God, who has been appointed by Him with a “ministerial gift” in order to equip and to edify the church, together with apostles, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Ephesians 4:11-12.) It is the responsibility of a prophet to bring messages from God to people, whether through preaching, through prophetic declaration, through music, or any other form. A prophet has to be chosen – appointed and trained by God, often through a mentor – to do this work.


  There is a negative term that regularly rears its ugly head in the world. This is the term, “false prophet.” If you have walked in the office of prophet, or you are a training prophet and have made a wrong prophecy, or you have said something in a teaching with which people do not agree, often, people level insults at you and claim that you are a false prophet.


  Actually, the Bible defines a “false prophet” as someone who leads people to serve other gods, rather than the one true God! He often does this by exalting himself and saying that he has a personal revelation from God. In reality, the revelation is not in line with the rest of Scripture, so it must be immediately classed as heresy. No true prophet of God would attempt to teach anything that was contrary to the principles laid down in the Bible. Jesus warned us of this danger and taught us how to discern such a person. “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but, inwardly, they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits,” Matthew 7:15-16a.


  When people insult a true prophet of God by wrongly calling them a ‘false’ prophet, it can damage the reputation of the prophet and negatively impact their future ministry. A true prophet’s heart motivation is to always bring glory to God.


  Definitely, it is plausible that a contemporary unbeliever would be wary of a prophet of God! But, to my mind, it is not plausible for believers to accuse others of being false prophets, yet these same people deny that the New Testament Biblical “office” of “prophet” is in operation today! They obviously believe in Satan’s prophets, but not God’s prophets!


  I see that particular mindset as extremely unbalanced and very sad! These same people would believe in evangelists, pastors and teachers, yet they quite often deny the existence of both apostles and prophets in the modern church. They say they were (one-off) works of God in the early church and are not relevant today, just like they say that speaking in an unknown language is not relevant today. There were many people saved and physically healed in the early church. Is healing, or the salvation of souls, relevant today?


  Even though the spiritual dark side has existed before the creation of man, you may have noticed that it is becoming more and more prevalent in society to approach clairvoyants, psychics or, mediums, in order to receive information about one’s life and future. In women’s magazines particularly, the counterfeit occult activities confront the reader every week. Yet, God who is the source of all wisdom and knowledge is ignored, along with His representatives who operate under His prophetic anointing.


  God’s prophet, in Hosea 4:6, warns about the perils of lack of knowledge and this is certainly true in the realm of the prophetic. Satan delights to oppose God in every way that he can in order to deceive and to destroy. He will have his agents duplicate the supernatural by offering a counterfeit message from the dark side. Even uninformed believers may be tempted into seeking help from the wrong source, especially astrology, for their spiritual information.


  When Jesus was on earth, demonic activity was very prevalent and, as we approach the second return of Jesus, occult practices will also steadily increase. The printed media, television, the Internet, and Hollywood are certainly not shy about highlighting the dark side! Occult themes are escalating in today’s society. Satan preys on the natural curiosity of naïve seekers, who want answers for life’s problems, and on the general public’s interest in weird or scary supernatural activities. People from all walks of life dabble in the occult, and many label it as just having ‘fun.’ What they do not realize is that Satan has a totally different agenda for them and it is not in the slightest bit funny!


  Christian, be warned! God has specifically listed various occult activities, in which His children are forbidden to engage – see Deuteronomy 18:10-14. Always bear in mind that God always wants the best for us, and the enemy always seeks for ways to ultimately destroy us! He offers a sweetener with one hand and robs us of the knowledge and peace of the one true God!


  Now that we have briefly covered the terms prophetic, prophecy, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, prophet, and false prophet, we move along to other words that are used in the spirit realm. In a way, you can say that you are in a trance, or in a vision, or in a spiritual experience of God, and, in Christian terminology, it is referred to as the “anointing” of God. This term is particularly acceptable in Pentecostal circles.


  The simplest definition that I have heard is that the anointing of God is the power to do the task that God has given you. If you are called to speak to a handful of people in a youth group, a Bible study, or home church for the purpose of weekly teaching the Word of God, you will receive a small anointing. In general, the larger the audience or task, the larger the anointing you will be given. Whenever the power of God is released in an anointing it is not meant to be wasted, because it is released according to the need. That definition is one way of understanding the anointing.


  Now, as you go through the higher levels of authority with more responsibility, God will also fully meet that need. The Apostle Paul said that God supplies all our needs in Christ Jesus, and that would definitely include His anointing. It is important to understand that God’s anointing is also needed before the actual time of ministry begins.


  When you are prophesying to others, you need spiritual preparation so the presence of God or the anointing of God will come and rest on your life. Often, God just brings His supernatural anointing upon a person, but prayer is a very effective way to receive His prophetic anointing. Also, you can prepare through praise and worship or reading the Word of God. Train yourself to become sensitive to the fact that you need the preparation that brings the power of God and the presence of God over your life, so that you are spiritually aware of a definite change in the atmosphere in and around you.


  



  In my search I found all sorts of information that led me in various directions -- not all good, and because of my personality, I just had to experience them all (big sigh). Therefore, I experienced the unpleasantness in thinking that God speaks outside of “His Word.” Pride was the culprit. I was one giant human PRIDEFUL self that needed to be brought down a notch or two and God knew just how to do it! Yes, God will “do a number on you” if you want to go down that road. (Here is a little hint: Let Pride fall, so you don’t have to.)


  I eventually find my way back to the Word of the Lord. The search was not necessarily a bad thing, and I had received a prophecy saying that I would experience this type of searching for God, and even be like Elijah in the cave, thinking as he did that he heard God first in the wind, then in the earthquake, and then in a fire, until finally understanding that God’s voice is in the still small voice within. (1 Kings 19:9-13) Jesus confirmed this: “For indeed, the Kingdom of God is within you,” Luke 17:21b. It has been a tough lesson and a tough road to travel, but it was of my own choosing. We all have the choice of deciding which roads we will travel. I count it all blessed.


  You do not have to go anywhere to find God for He is within you. He is not lost. I am not saying that God cannot use other means in which to speak to you besides the still small voice, because He does. The problem arises when you think you can get the answer without consulting God – that’s what the psychic network does.


  Before I had received any training in the prophetic, God allowed me to experience prophetic words spoken over my life while I watched them come to pass. He was setting me up to be ready to receive the call when I heard it.


  Young Samuel thought he heard his master Eli calling him three different times. Finally, Eli told him to respond out loud if he heard the call again by saying: “Speak, Lord, your servant hears.” In the same way, God will use your mentor or earthly master to point you to your calling from God, your Heavenly Master. Once you have experienced the prophetic in your own life, it is much easier to “trust and obey.” As a result, I have received many words of knowledge and words of wisdom, both from prophets and those who are able to move in the gift of prophecy.


  As you study the Word of God and are involved in a prophetic ministry you will have more of an understanding concerning the different terms used in this area.


  The distinctive activity of the prophet is that he or she expresses the Word of the Lord, as given to him or her from the Mind of God. It is the mission of the prophet to communicate the Divine Word.


  The latter part of the word “prophecy” is derived from a Greek verb meaning “to speak,” and the prefix “pro” usually means “before” or “beforehand,” as in “procession” and “progress.” A prophet, therefore, refers to the future or a before-teller. However, this is just one definition. The prefix “pro” in “prophet” also means “instead of,” in the same way the word “pronoun” means a word that is used instead of a noun. A prophet is a man who speaks God’s word instead of God Himself speaking it. In the Scriptural sense of the term, a prophet does not mean a foreteller of future events, but a revealer of God’s will to man; though the latter sense may and sometimes does include the former.


  This is the Hebrews’ idea of a prophet, as seen in Exodus 7:1, where God says to Moses that he is to be as god to Pharaoh, and Aaron his brother is to be his prophet – his spokesman. It is a clear example for us to follow.


  Christ works through His servants, so the office of His ministry of the prophetic office is continued through the spoken prophetic word of the prophet or prophetess.


  Questions:


  
    	What do we learn from Exodus 7:1 as to the meaning of the word “prophet”?


    	Define the difference between wisdom and words of wisdom.

  


  


  Answers are in the back of the book.


  3. Choosing the Prophetic Experience.


  “Many are called, but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:14


  As the chapter title suggests, I believe that we have the ability to choose whether or not to walk in the prophetic. In fact, I sincerely believe that all Christians can be prophetic. (We deal with that further in chapter 4.) But now let me go more into choosing the prophetic experience. First, however, if you seriously desire to be able to walk up to a total stranger in order to pass on to them an encouraging word or a personal message from God to edify them, then you had better prepare yourself for spiritual opposition!


  Satan opposes and intensely dislikes those who want to strengthen fellow Christians or to encourage saving “belief” in Jesus Christ. Satan loves gossip, slander, envy, and anger. In fact, he loves to manipulate every negative emotion and every lust of the flesh. His purpose is to pull people down, so that they feel weak and defeated. When a person feels that they can no longer cope with life, and are contemplating suicide, then Satan resists a rescue effort!


  A person who moves in the prophetic actually ministers “spiritual medicine” to those who need it! God has specific and important messages He wants people to know. Being willing to be used as His vessel, to come alongside and to share His love and His special words with others is a precious ability that is definitely opposed to the devil’s purposes, and something he will certainly come against.


  The prophetic anointing may seem glamorous to you, or maybe it is something that you genuinely want to pursue, but spiritual opposition is a very real challenge! Often, on my prophetic website, a believer will come to join my team and start to minister in the prophetic, when suddenly all hell breaks loose in their life. Spiritual warfare confronts them: everything around them is opposition because they have now come under heavy assault from God’s enemy.


  Many quit the team because of the negative drama that has arisen in their life. When I started my prophetic website, I wondered why there was so much opposition. What was so wrong with me speaking encouraging words to others? Why would Satan hate me so much? Why would he hate prophecy so much? Clearly, this is because Satan is a liar! He loves to discourage people!


  Satan is the enemy of the Christian faith particularly. This is because he is the enemy of Almighty God, as portrayed in the Bible! Stepping out in the prophetic requires much faith and boldness, so this, of course, becomes very threatening to the kingdom of darkness: Satan and his demons.


  When you are an ordinary believer, just going to church on Sunday and simply minding your own business, the devil feels quite comfortable – you represent no serious threat to his kingdom! Many Christians are happy to attend church each week and perhaps a mid-week Bible study and that may be their whole Christian life. These people may never lead an unbeliever to Christ. They may never really impact their area of influence. On the other hand, when you raise your hand saying: “I really want the prophetic gift” and you start to move in God’s prophetic blessing by encouraging and helping people into breakthrough, suddenly you place yourself on the enemy’s radar!


  I must warn you not to enter the prophetic unless you are ready for a battle – a genuine gloves-off struggle with no holds barred. Spiritual warfare will come! Therefore, it is vital to have a close relationship with Jesus Christ because the enemy is real; this war is real! Satan and his demons have plans and methods to come against anyone who is prepared to take a bold stand for God, but be confident: we have the authority of God’s Word that we are on the winning side – the Holy Spirit in us is greater than the devil, who is actually the spirit of the world. (1 John 4:4)


  You can be mightily encouraged that Jesus has his own angels, pastors, support people, books, and helpful materials to assist you in your prophetic blessing. Most of all, we have all the incredible promises in the Word of God – these are the most powerful weapons to use. Satan may be an enemy, but God is the conqueror! In Christ, we are victorious! “Yet, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us,” Romans 8:37. God understands prophetic people: He is on our side! The prophetic is an exciting and rewarding arena to enter.


  Personally speaking, the upside of the prophetic makes it all worthwhile. To have people write back to me or grab me with tears in their eyes, saying, “You don’t know how much that means to me,” is such a blessing! They say there is much enjoyment in the giving of gifts and it is true. It is more blessed to give than to receive. I have discovered that this is even more so when operating in the prophetic.


  Moving in the prophetic is wonderful and exciting – it can even be an “addictive” way of life! (“Addictive” in a good sense of course.) I urge you to look at the Impartation Prayer in Chapter 55 and to move into the prophetic. I encourage you to go through each of these chapters carefully and to understand the operation of the gifts that you are going to move into when living the prophetic supernatural life.


  “Many are called but few are chosen,” Matthew 22:14. All Christians are called -- and there are many, but few choose to answer the call. I heard the saying: “Destiny is not left up to chance, but is a matter of choice” from Bishop E. Bernard Jordan; your destiny is up to you. Just as you choose what field of education you will study and eventually work in, you must also choose to accept or not accept the prophetic call on your life.


  There are many choices we all make in a lifetime – yes, indeed, the choice is always ours to make. When I was called to be a prophetess, I still had to make the choice to follow the life and discipline of the prophetic. God is calling people with a specific character – a character of integrity to carry His Word forth, to be spokespeople representing Him.


  However, God may use whomever at His disposal to deliver a Word to someone. It could be the town drunk or that homeless person off the street that is actually a prodigal child of God who has a Word for you as you walk by. Or maybe the drunk is the only person available at that specific time. God is God. He will use whomever He wills.


  However, at this time, I am speaking more specifically of those who chose the prophetic as their lifestyle.


  At the point when you choose this particular lifestyle, be prepared for every kind of adversity – the enemy knows which buttons to push to get you doubting your decision to be dedicated to the prophetic ministry. (Believe me, it takes dedication!) Do not doubt this God-given ability! It is the trick of the enemy to place doubt in your mind. He hates prophecy given in Jesus Christ’s Name and, if he can distract you from the call on your life to prophesy in Christ’s Name, he certainly will!


  Bishop Jordan taught me that “the enemy” is the “inner-me,” and that your mind will play tricks on you. One famous trick is to make you think that you cannot prophesy, but, because Satan hates you sharing the Word, the “inner-me” will cause you to start doubting yourself and the gift that God has given you. The “inner-me” may also tell you that you do not have that much time to invest in the prophetic ministry. That is the devil playing mind games with you, and he will, if allowed, cause real chaos for you.


  Other types of challenges are more physical and can also cause personal chaos. Soon after my decision, my husband’s work started decreasing, my phone was disconnected, and we had to move. These are just a few of the challenges that Matthew speaks of in this chapter. You must overcome the negative thoughts that run amuck when things start to happen – it is just the enemy trying to distract you, but, if you can remain focused on what God has called you to do, the chaos will pass and all will be well.


  There is nothing like the prophetic. To encourage others with the Word of God is an awesome experience like no other I have ever had.


  Isaiah 30:20, “And the Lord gives you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers.


  


  When you know God you will know that the adversary is your teacher. I’ve always been taught to have respect for the teacher and the lessons.


  Questions:


  
    	Why does Satan hate the prophetic?


    	Will you choose to answer the call that God has placed on your life?

  


  


  


  Answers are in the back of the book.


  4. Can All Christians Be Prophetic?


  “For you can all prophesy one by one…” 1 Corinthians 14:31a


  I appeal to both conservative and Pentecostal Christians – please bear with me!


  I believe that the “Baptism” of the Holy Spirit is a further impartation of the Spirit beyond being born again. Many of those who readily agree with this also believe that you cannot move in any of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit before this spiritual baptism takes place. I have a personal problem with this belief because it has not been my personal testimony. The gift of prophecy, words of knowledge, and words of wisdom are three of the nine gifts and I moved in these gifts long before I received the baptism of the Holy Spirit!


  For years, I had been moving in all the associated gifts of prophecy! Jesus was clearly giving me prophetic words for specific people before I even knew about the prophetic gifts and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. When I stepped out in obedience to the Lord’s prompting, I was genuinely encouraged by the positive reaction of my hearers. Before I even walked into a Pentecostal church, I was a Baptist boy and had never heard teaching on the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, yet, I was moving in the prophetic!


  As an example, I was on a train once in Sydney, and Jesus gave me a twenty minute message for a young Christian Anglican girl sitting next to me. I told her, “If Jesus could talk to you now, would you be willing to listen to what He has to say even if it were a somewhat lengthy message?” She replied in the affirmative.


  I said, “Well, the next time I say my name ‘Matthew’ it will actually be the words of Jesus speaking to you.” Then I said, “Matthew is very nervous about this but I want to say these things to you today,” and Jesus launched into His message to her. At the end of that train trip, I asked her if she would like to move in the gift of prophecy just as I did. She said that she did, and I said, “Raise your hand and pray this prayer with me.” I lead her in a prayer. Then I tested whether the gift had come upon her by asking her to prophesy over me.


  It says in the Word that the Spirit of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy: “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,” Revelations 19:10b. I believe that this means that if you have the Spirit of Jesus, then you have the spirit of prophecy. If you can hear from the Holy Spirit – if you can hear from God – you can prophesy to another person.


  People assume that prophecy is something mystical and magical, but it is a supernatural ability from God which makes you able to give a total stranger a direct message from Him. Satan will always counterfeit the good things of God. He gives gifts of destruction! A clairvoyant will give you supernatural knowledge but it is from the wrong source. Satan wants to rob you most of all, of your need for God! Whereas God equips His people to edify and strengthen the faith of others in Him and to direct them in the best way they should go.


  The brother of our Lord said that all good gifts come from God and are perfect! “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning,” James 1:17.


  Prophecies are something that every Christian can do because, if they are in tune with God’s inner voice, they can pass on His personal message to another Christian or even to an unbeliever. It is just that the world likes to complicate things. Though there is much to learn in the prophetic, you learn easier by practicing it with faith and letting God guide you step by step. Like everything else, the more you practice, the easier it becomes and the more proficient you become.


  I am not alone in my assertion that all believers should move in the gift of prophecy. The prophet Moses said in Numbers 11:29 that he wished that all men were prophets. The apostle Paul said: “But covet earnestly the best gifts,” 1 Corinthians 12:31. The NKJ translation is: “earnestly desire” the best gifts. Later, in Chapter 14:1-5, Paul clearly identified the best gift as being the gift of prophecy! However, in between these statements, he devoted a whole chapter on the importance of “love” because no gift is profitable without love.


  Exodus Chapter 20 lists the Ten Commandments that Moses received from God. The last of these commandments forbids us to covet anything that belongs to someone else. To covet in such a way is wrong because it comes from a wrong spirit of selfish gain, but Paul wants us to covet the wonderful things of God with a pure spirit in order to edify others, and not to take from them.


  Prophecy flows out of compassion motivated by love. To operate in the word of knowledge, in order to give supernatural information to a stranger, you need genuine love for that person! This is because, if you blow it and say something untrue of their life, then they will class you as a fool and no one wants that type of reputation! Therefore, whenever you value yourself more than others, prophecy will probably not be your desire.


  Faith in God’s goodness and boldness is essential! You need to have God’s kind of love for people. My pastor once said to me that the best gift is “love” and that prophecy actually flows out of love. Essentially, love is the character of God and, as such, it is not a “gift,” but the evidence of His presence in a person. If you do not have enough love, you cannot prophesy. Paul acknowledged: “And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing,” 1Corinthians 13:2.


  Here, Paul is insinuating that it IS possible to move in the gift without love, but prophecy given in that way is worthless. So, can all Christians be prophetic? Yes, they can! It is a choice – your choice.


  We have access to God’s mind, therefore we can be God’s messengers and, yes, we can prophesy – you can prophesy! Not all Christians are called to the “office” of a prophet, but all can prophesy; everybody can be prophetic at times.


  
    	“And he gave some apostles; and some prophets…” Ephesians 4:11



    	“God has set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets…”1 Corinthians 12:28


    	“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but, especially, that you may prophesy.” 1 Corinthians 14:1


    	“…, desire earnestly to prophesy...” 1 Corinthians 14:39

  


  If you “desire earnestly to prophesy,” then you must “pursue love.” Pursuing love brings the gift of prophecy. It is a question of, “How much do you love? Do you love enough to prophesy?” How do you “pursue love”? Since God is Love, all you must do is pursue God and desire earnestly to comfort, encourage, and lift others up; this is prophecy at its best.


  You have to love with the “love of the Lord.” This love is an unexplainable love. You love without knowing the person; you love even if they may seem unlovable; you love God in that person and in their situation.


  “Do not despise prophecies” 1 Thessalonians 5:20 – Yet, the way some churches sparingly dole them out, you would think the Bible says, “Despise prophecies.” But the Bible does not say that. Instead, it encourages prophecy by saying in 1 Corinthians 14:31, “For you may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.” I am not saying that church should be all prophecy, but prophecy does belong in the church as much as praise and worship, the message, tithes and offerings and fellowship. Each part of a church service is as important as the other.


  I remember a time when a certain friend was explaining how someone they knew was talking about being a world traveler. She put them in their place, so to speak. I told her that the Word says “do not despise prophecies.” “They were prophesying to themselves. It was a good thing. You should let them prophesy.”


  Often, you may be prophesying even when you do not realize it, or plan on it. You will be having a regular conversation with someone, but you will declare and decree that something will be – and it will be, because you are operating in the prophetic at that time. This happens to me a lot of the times.


  Simply by the virtue of our union with Christ, all Christians are made, in a sense, prophets.


  “Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!” Numbers 11:29.


  “I will pour out My spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also upon My menservants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out My spirit,” Joel 2:28-29.


  You are going to be used mightily by God if you will absorb the Bible. This does not just apply to a special class of Christians; it is for all Christians.


  All true prophecy (from the One True God) is a re-publication of Christ’s message – the expounding of truth already revealed in Scripture. Do not think of prophecy as “foretelling” but as “forth telling.” Do you see the difference? You are speaking forth the Word of God, as revealed in the Scriptures and as God reveals it to you.


  A prophet must know the Scriptures.


  Questions:


  
    	Can all Christians be prophetic?


    	Do you need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit to prophesy?

  


  


  


  Answers are in the back of the book.


  


  


  5. If All Christians Can Be Prophetic, Why Not You?


  “A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men.” Proverbs 18:16


  Why not you? We have established in chapters 3 and 4 that the gift of prophecy is open to all Christians. It is the Holy Spirit within you that gives you this ability and, therefore, there is no reason why you cannot do this. You can move in the gifts of prophecy, including the word of knowledge, and the word of wisdom. In chapter 3, I warned that spiritual opposition becomes part of the prophetic realm or the prophetic office. Therefore, consider spiritual opposition as a compliment, because, if there is absolutely no opposition, perhaps you are no threat to the dark side!


  Of course, if you enter the prophetic, and the opposition becomes too much, you can always just quit! But I warn you, quitting is not much fun, because the operation of prophecy is an enjoyable and exciting life to live. To me, it is much the same as having the ability to be a doctor without going to medical school for six years. It is being able to just go and give people spiritual medicine for their wounds or for their burdens.


  I received a prophecy once that has always stayed in my mind. I was told: “There are people everywhere searching for answers. There are people going through trials in their lives as never before. People are in search of the supernatural as never before!” (This earlier prophecy was again confirmed after I had been to a dream interpreter – see Chapter 1.)


  Today, this prophecy is so true! I run a prophetic website and we receive five to ten requests per day for personal prophecies. These people want answers! They are troubled people, just asking questions of God. Reader, you could answer those questions if you moved in the prophetic. God can supernaturally impart His words to you. Would you not like to be part of the body of Christ who will let God use your mouth to speak His positive proclamations to others? Even in church, it is wonderful to walk up to a brother or sister, with your pastor’s permission, and give them a personal message from God.


  Would you not like to be the bearer of good news? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!” Romans 10:15.


  Bringing good news of the kingdom of God is exciting! God wants you to be part of His Great Commission and to declare His love to the world. Being bold for Jesus Christ is all part of it! You could be a baby version of Jesus walking around your community, being an encouragement and edification to the body of Christ, as well as to non-believers! God has a message of hope for all people from every race and lifestyle. You could be God’s delivery person, giving a personal message to those who need it.


  As explained in Chapter 1, this book and the video series are the direct result of a prophetic dream I had. This dream was interpreted by a prophet, who gave me a prophecy saying I should write such a book. I sat and wrote the chapter titles of all fifty-five chapters by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. There is absolutely no way for me to have come up with these chapter topics. This same Holy Spirit can cause you to be His mouthpiece to others. Prophecy is a great gift: it is not something that should be looked upon as “difficult” to do.


  Why not you? Is it because you feel unworthy? Maybe you doubt that God would move in your life in a supernatural way – He has already done that, you know! How do you think you were born again? Was that not a supernatural work of God, or did you just do it yourself? Every Christian can testify that they are not the same person that they used to be. God did a miracle in your life! Step out in faith and trust God’s goodness! He will not disappoint you. I know that ninety-five percent of people have spoken correctly over my personal life even with their very first prophecy! You can do that, too.


  Go to chapter 55 and read the Impartation Prayer or watch the video of chapter 55, and pray to receive this gift. Then, you can prophesy over me, and I will confirm that you have the gift. I know that those who genuinely seek this gift receive it! The gift of prophecy is a beautiful, wonderful and exciting gift and is something that should be both desired and shared.


  For instance, imagine that you were going through India and, in every village you visited, you found that people were dying of cancer. Then, you came to a solitary village where cancer was unheard of. Imagine that you discovered the only difference in this village was that they grew a specific plant, from which they made tea, and everyone drinks two cups of tea every day – one in the morning and one at night. You would want to take the plant back to the West where you would discover that there are qualities in that tea that stifle cancerous cell growth. Would you not share that plant with the world?


  You would not need to make money or to become a millionaire from it, but would you not share the wonderful secret of that plant with the world? Prophecy is like that! You have an answer for people. You have spiritual medicine for them. Come on! Be part of the prophetic Bride of Christ! Be part of the prophetic army that is being raised in these last days! I welcome you! I encourage you. Receive the gift and walk in the gift.


  Believe, receive, and walk in the gift, it is truly that simple. Many are called into the prophetic, some come on in, but from those that come, few choose to stay. The few that do are the chosen few. Some are like Lot’s wife, looking back and therefore, having to stay right where they are, as a pillar to the community in which they are trying to leave. Lot’s wife was not able to go into her future because of clinging to her past. Forge ahead to what is in front of you, not looking back.


  Spiritual opposition is a part of why few choose to stay, but the main reason why some people do not stay in the prophetic is because it requires discipline! It requires the discipline to stay underneath your covering; it requires being submissive to your pastor and mentor. Sometimes, a person might view that as opposition, but it’s not; it is just God grooming you for the prophetic.


  The opposition comes from both inside and outside the ministry to distract you from preparing yourself for the commitment of prophetic ministry. Quitting the prophetic ministry is not an option for me because the opposition becomes even stronger when I think about quitting. If I think it requires too much of a commitment, the Lord is quick to show me what it will be like if I do not stay (and bloom) where He has planted me.
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