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  Disclaimer

  
  







This is a summary of Freida McFadden’s novel The Housemaid. It is not meant to replace in any capacity the original book, but to deepen the reader’s comprehension of the novel.








  
  
  Prologue

  
  




An unnamed woman is stuck in a house with two police officers and a dead body upstairs. She regrets not leaving the house earlier. Now, her fate rests on how the police interpret her story. The woman claims she found the body upstairs an hour earlier, and despite the tension and the insistence of the detective, the woman sticks to her story. While one of the officers interrogates her about the incident, the other one rushes down the stairs and urges his colleague to join him, as he found something interesting.

Part One: Millie








  
  
  Chapter One

  
  




Three months before the incident, Millie, a job seeker with a difficult past, arrives at the wealthy Nina Winchester’s luxurious house for a housekeeping position interview. Nina Winchester greets Millie and takes her for a tour around the mansion. Nina then takes Millie upstairs to show her where she will stay if she gets the job. It’s a secluded room upstairs. Millie steps into the room and feels uneasy and uncomfortable. While they are discussing the details of the offer, Nina’s daughter, Cecilia appears out of nowhere to say hi. She greets Millie, but she feels the same uneasiness again. Millie thinks there is something unsettling about Cecilia. As Millie is leaving the house, hoping Nina will give her a call soon, she encounters Nina’s landscaper who stares at her without saying a single word. And yet again, Millie feels uneasy and her stomach tightens, a feeling she still can’t explain.








  
  
  Chapter Two

  
  




Millie is living in her car, struggling with unemployment and homelessness. As she is eating her usual sandwich and thinking about how much she hates it and is tired of eating the same thing over and over again, her phone suddenly rings and on the other side of the line, a woman from of Munch Burgers, a fast-food restaurant she had applied to before she interviewed for the housekeeping position at Nina’s house. The woman calls Millie to let her know that the position has been taken and that she hasn’t got the job. A few minutes after she hangs up with that woman, her phone rings again, but this time it’s Nina Winchester. She informs Millie that she wants to work with her and wants her to start work at her house as soon as possible. Nina is excited about the news, but afraid Nina would reveal her past.











