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            The book of Job is recognized as a literary masterpiece, whose greatness lies in addressing the inherent struggles of being human. It asks why the righteous suffer, how we cope with pain and loss, and where God is in times of adversity. It questions whether the designs of an omniscient God can be thwarted and whether God is only for the successful, rich, powerful, and healthy, or also for the poor, the weak, the sick, and the dying. Job addresses these issues frankly, rejecting simplistic solutions. This type of writing is called wisdom literature, and the book of Job is the first of five wisdom books in the Old Testament, followed by Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon.

Within the biblical texts, the structure of the book of Job is remarkable. It begins with a prose narrative (1:1-2:13) where Job loses his family and possessions, but keeps his faith intact. The central part is a poetic dialogue (3:1-42:6) where different characters discuss Job's adversities. The ending, again in prose (42:7-17), shows Job responding to the Lord with humble repentance. It is not repentance that brings him God's blessings, but rather, by his mercy, God restores him to health and increases his previous goods.

According to Ezekiel 14:14, 20, Job is a historical figure (as were Noah and David) and is recognized for his great patience (James 5:11). It is probable that the events narrated in the book of Job occurred during the time of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 12-35). Several details corroborate this: Job acts as patriarch of his clan (1:2; 42:11). He makes sacrifices for his sons (1:5), which indicates that he lived before the establishment of the Law. His fortune is measured in livestock and agricultural goods (1:3). The expression "silver coin" (42:11) goes back to the time of Jacob (Gen. 33:19). Job uses on more than 30 occasions the venerable title Almighty God (compare Genesis 17:1). The teachings of this book are of perennial value.

The objective of this ancient book is not to justify suffering and pain, but to assist the believer in his tolerance. The book of Job motivates to strengthen faith in God, demonstrating that He remains in control even in the most arduous stages of life, especially when nothing seems to make sense.
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The Book of Job is remarkable and of great depth. It is the first of the poetic books. In this series of books that we are beginning, we have in addition to the Book of Job, the books of Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Lamentations. The classification of "poetic books" refers to the form and not to an imaginative or unreal content. Neither should we interpret the term poetic as if it were a work that has rhyme. Hebrew poetry is formed by the repetition of an idea, which is called parallelism. Now, the dialogue in the Book of Job is poetic. The whole conversation takes place in poetic form. If you have ever read Homer's Iliad or Odyssey, you will see that they are examples of secular literature of this Hebrew form.

Now, this Book is a really wonderful thing, there are many interesting things that can be said. Who was its author? Well, it has been suggested that Moses may have been its author. There are others who are of the opinion that it was Ezra who wrote it; others say Solomon; and there are others who mention Job and also one of Job's friends named Elihu. He was one of Job's depressing comforters. There are those who believe that it was this man Elihu who did it. The idea that it was Elihu who did it is based on verses 16 and 17, of Job chapter 32, which read as follows:

"I therefore have waited, but they did not speak; rather, they held their peace and did not answer again. Therefore I also will answer my part; I also will declare my judgment."

These words were not spoken in the context of the conversation, but the author was expressing his own thoughts in the first person. After these words, the conversation resumed, and it was Elihu who was speaking. This detail could indicate that he was the writer of this book.

There is something else that is of interest about this Book; and that is that we do not know the period in which Job lived; we do not even know where he lived. We do know that it is said in the text, in the first verse, that Job was in the land of Uz. It seems that the specific place where the land of Uz was could not be determined. It is interesting that the time of the writing of the book and the place where the action took place, essential details in other books, are not given here.

Our suggestion is that this book was written during the period of the patriarchs. It is possible that Job knew Jacob. The fact that the book of Job makes no reference to the law of Moses or to any of the events recorded in the book of Exodus would seem to indicate that it was written before the Exodus.

The following is a list of arguments that incline us to place Job in the time of the patriarchs;

We have the fact of the length of Job's life. We are told at the end of this book, in chapter 42, verses 16 and 17:

"After this Job lived a hundred and forty years, and he saw his children and his children's children, even to the fourth generation. Job died a very old man, full of days."

We know that in the time of the patriarchs, the life span of people spanned many, many years, as in the case of Job. This would place him in that period we have mentioned.

2. In this Book we find that Job acted as the high priest in his family. As no mention is made here of the children of Israel, or of any other priesthood, evidently this story took place before they came into existence.

3. Eliphaz was a descendant of Esau's eldest son, as recorded in Genesis, chapter 36, verse 10. This circumstance could indicate that Job was a contemporary of Jacob.

This book is considered an important philosophical work. Numerous problems are presented and solved in it. Let us look at some examples.

1. The book of Job raises the problem of why the righteous suffer. We could say that it gives us one of the reasons why the righteous suffer. We do not believe that this is the main teaching of the book, although many scholars adopt this position.

2. This book was written to disapprove the slanders of Satan against humanity.

It was also written for Job to reveal himself.

4. The book of Job teaches patience. You remember that James told us in 5:11: You have heard of the patience of Job. Now, was Job patient? Honestly, it is hard to describe him as a patient man. As you read the book, you don't hear anything about Job's patience. We will consider this when we get to the end of the book.

5. We believe that the main purpose of the book of Job is to teach repentance. If you disagree with this conclusion, please join us until we reach the end of the book, and then draw your own conclusions.

You can see that when men write a book on repentance today, they always look for a character who has had a sinful beginning. For example, we have Manasseh, the most wicked king of the kingdom of Judah. We studied his story in the historical books of the Old Testament, and we saw that he repented. We must say that we like to think of that kind of repentance.

We also have Saul of Tarsus, the greatest enemy that the Lord Jesus Christ had; he also repented. Another person was St. Francis of Assisi, a noble libertine of his day, but who also repented.

Now, God did not choose a man like those just quoted to teach about repentance. He could have, but He looked for possibly the best man who ever lived in the Old Testament era. And he chose this kind of person to show us that he needed to repent. At the end of the Book, in 42:5 and 6, Job said to God, "I have known thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eyes have seen thee. Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. And this should teach every believer today, every one who hears these words, it should teach us that no matter how good we think we are, we need to see ourselves as God sees us. As the prophet Isaiah said in 64:6, our righteous deeds are as filthy rags. This should teach us that we need to repent.

As we said earlier, this is a great philosophical work. Tennyson said of this Book that it was "the grandest poem, whether of modern or ancient literature". Carlysle, the great Scottish philosopher said of the Book of Job: "I consider this book to be one of the greatest that man has ever written". And Martin Luther said: "This is more magnificent and sublime than any other Book of the Scriptures". Dr. Morehead put it this way: "The Book of Job is one of the most illustrious poems in existence."

The prose section of this book is a gigantic and magnificent drama that spans heaven and earth. This is not to say that it is fiction. In this sense it is important to note that Job has been cited as a historical character in the Holy Scriptures, as we can see in Ezekiel 14:14, 20 and James 5:11. And the apostle Paul quoted from the book of Job in First Corinthians 3:19.

Many writers have used this book as a plot for their works. A few years ago, a play called "J.B." written by H.G. Wells and A. MacLeish was presented. The latter tried to make an analogy between the book of Job and contemporary man, and honestly speaking, we think he did not achieve his goal, although he mentioned the conflicts and hardships of mankind today, and he knew a lot about that subject. But we think he did not know enough about Job and the great purpose he had. His work spoke of the despair and also of the hope of man in that work. But, beyond that, we do not believe that there is any analogy. For the book of Job reveals a man who was very conscious of God, but who found nothing wrong with himself, and he was certainly a very selfish person as far as his own righteousness was concerned and he maintained his position before those around him. He believed that before God, he was in a good and right position. In fact, he wanted to stand before God to defend himself. But when he did, he found that he had to repent.

We can realize that this situation does not represent the man of our time at all. Several explanations arise today to explain the situations for which many require specialized professional help. Childhood traumas originating in the parent-child relationship occupy a prominent place. These factors are important and are part of the problem. However, the blame should not be placed on others. The human being of our time, in general, refuses to admit guilt for his shortcomings, inadequacies and sins. It is clear that by mentioning "sin", some would say that we are introducing a religious element, because we believe that the root of human problems lies in the creature's estrangement from its Creator. Man today tries to shift responsibility to other people and factors. He does not usually accept personal responsibility for himself and his own actions.

There is One who bore the burden of all our sins, but until you and I recognize that we are sinners and come to Him, we are placing the blame solely on the excesses or shortcomings of those who intervened in the formation process, whether parents or guardians in charge of education.

The man of our time is in a real predicament and is in a desperate situation, but his great problem is that he is attributing responsibility to others and cannot turn to any place where he can find the comfort he needs and longs to receive. Instead, he has surrounded himself with all the resources of materialism and secularism.

The problem is that many of our contemporaries do not have God in their consciences. They do not know that they have a Savior to turn to. The case of the patriarch Job was different. He was very conscious of God and trusted in Him. The fact was that, as we will see later, God put Job through an extremely hard and painful experience that would eventually lead him into His very presence.

The man of our days is going through a difficult experience to cope with, even in an affluent society. Despite all the gadgets and conveniences available today, the human being is completely adrift in the middle of a vast sea, clinging to a small piece of wood that may have come from a shipwreck. He does not know where he is or where he is going. And that is a scary thing. In fact, this condition is forcing some people to think that somewhere out there, there is Someone, a transcendent Being. There is even some recognition of the person of Jesus. Well, well, we are getting closer to the reality, but still the fullness of this spiritual reality is not appreciated until someone comes to Jesus Christ as a sinner, to accept Him as His Savior.

Today we hear a lot about commitment, dedication and surrender to Christ. And in passing we would like to ask you: What is your dedication? If you think it is nothing more than coming to Him today and telling Him that you are going to make Him your Lord, as many say, it will not be enough. He said that many would come to Him on the day of judgment saying, "Lord, Lord" but He would not acknowledge them as His own. He must first be your Savior. He died for you. If you do not begin by beholding Him on the cross, you will not begin a relationship with God at all.

We have dedicated some time to these reflections because we consider them necessary for a better understanding of this book. We have already said that Job was aware of God's presence during the whole period of his troubles. He was not adrift in the sense that people of our time find themselves. What Job could not understand was why God allowed him to have to endure those family tragedies and sufferings. The patriarch did not recognize that he needed to repent until God put him through the process.

And we would now like to present a sketch from the book of Job. It is something quite simple. We have here a great Drama and it is presented in the first two chapters in prose style. Then we have the Dialogue, in the form of poetry, from chapter 2:11 to the last chapter 42:6, where we will see that Job had a tremendous conversation with his friends. And then we have, finally the Epilogue, where we see God entering the scene, which is also in prose form, from chapter 42:7, until the end of the Book.

Let us now return to the Drama. We have here five scenes. The first scene takes place in the land of Uz, and where Job is presented as a very prosperous man who enjoys much tranquility, in 1:1-5. Then we have the second scene; and here we go to heaven to hear Satan's accusations before God, and against Job, in 1:6-12. The third scene takes place again in the land of Uz and we see the problems begin to present themselves for Job: he lost his children and his wealth in 1:13-32. Then the scene again takes place in heaven, chapter 2:1-6, and here again we have Satan before God. Then, finally and in another scene, we return to the land of Uz, in 2:7-10 and we see that Job lost his health and also the compassion or sympathy of his wife. Thus we come in this chapter to contemplate a drama in heaven and on earth. Let us turn to the first scene, in
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Job 1:1-5
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Which brings us, in verse 1 to the
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Land of Uz
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"There was in the land of Uz a man named Job. He was a perfect and upright man, fearing God and departing from evil."

The land of Uz is located somewhere in the Middle East, and beyond this fact, nothing is known specifically. Josephus, the historian, shed some light on the location of Uz. According to Genesis, chapter 22, verse 21, the firstborn of Nahor, Abraham's brother, was named Uz, and we are told that he was the founder of the ancient city of Damascus. In fact, this is the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. So we believe that Job lived somewhere in the Syrian desert.

That same desert was the place where the Lord later sent the apostle Paul to do some post-graduate studies and God prepared and disciplined many of His men in the desert. Figuratively speaking, your desert and my desert can be located in different places geographically and anywhere in the world. This is not what is important. What is essential is that there are certain lessons that God wants us to learn in that place.

We are told here that this man was indeed blameless, perfect. Now, what did he mean by perfect? Well, he meant that he was perfect in his relationship with God, in the sense that he offered sacrifices (as we will see in verse 5) on behalf of his children. In those days the sacrifice was a burnt offering, which was an offering in which the victim was burnt completely on the altar.

We also read that this man was God-fearing. Job had a reverential fear, a respect, a high and holy concept of God, and as a result, he hated evil. In that sense he was different from the man and woman of our time, who has no knowledge of God. But let's get to know him a little better. Let's read verses 2 and 3, of this chapter 1 of Job:

"Seven sons and three daughters had been born to him. 3His estate was seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred she-asses, and very many servants. He was the most important man of all the easterners."

We see that he had a beautiful family of ten children. He was a very wealthy man and his whole family lived surrounded by luxury and comforts. Now, those camels were very important for a number of reasons. And it seems that he was engaged in transportation. But he had the asses for the milk they gave, which was considered a delicacy in those days. Then in verse 4, we read:

"Their sons held feasts in their houses, each on his own day; and they sent for their three sisters to eat and drink with them."

This man was swimming in plenty and had an easy life. But let us observe that in the midst of all this opulence, there was a fear in Job's heart. Let us read verse 5:

"And it came to pass, when the appointed days were past, that Job caused them to come, and sanctified them. He rose up in the morning and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, 'Perhaps my sons have sinned and blasphemed God in their hearts. This he did every time.

The detail that interests us here is that Job did not feel that he needed to present a burnt offering for himself. He thought he was right with God. He thought that perhaps his sons or daughters were not as close to God as they should be; so he offered sacrifices for them. He was like the high priest in his own family.

Now this is the end of the first scene and it is a wonderful scene, of a rich man, who had a beautiful family, who lived surrounded by plenty. But he had a fear in his heart. And we think there are many today who feel the same way about their own sons and daughters. This man recognized that he could not deal with that problem on his own, and so he turned to God.

There are many fathers and mothers in our day who are very worried because they have a son or daughter who has left home and is in trouble or perhaps, dragged down by drugs. And many of these parents have not been able to turn to God as Job did; and as a result, they are dealing with problems that are too complex for them to solve. Now, Job knew who to turn to with his fears. Following the custom of his time, he offered sacrifices on behalf of his children. Those burnt offerings, which, as we said, were sacrifices in which the victim was burnt completely on the altar, speak to us of Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Jesus gave His life for you. If you accept by faith His sacrifice, you will become a child of God, and then you will have someone to turn to in times of fear and uncertainty, which overwhelm us, and which we cannot face on our own.
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Job 1:6 - 2:3
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We were looking at the first scene of these pictures. Here we have in the first two chapters of this book, a drama that actually explains the whole book of Job. But, in the scene that we will begin with today, Job was not allowed to know what was going on.

We saw that the land of Uz was somewhere in the Middle East; somewhere in that great desert area lived this man Job. He was a very rich man, he was the richest man of his day, very prominent, and he lived in great comfort and luxury. Everything seemed to be going smoothly for him. He didn't even imagine that there could be anything wrong in his life because he was a man who believed in God, and who worshipped God and lived before Him and hated evil. Job was different from the man of our time. In spite of all this, this man had a fear, and that fear was that his children might have turned away from God. So he offered a burnt offering for them. That burnt offering spoke to us of Christ. And we must say that in reality this man was a true man of God.

Now, you have concluded this scene. The next scene, the second scene of this story took place in
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And it was actually kind of amazing. This scene was something that neither Job nor the other people who were taking part in the unfolding of this story were aware of. But this scene helps us today to understand, comprehend, and even interpret some of the things that happen to the people of God's people. We do not want to say that this is a complete explanation but it is part of it. Let's notice now, what verse 6 of this chapter 1 of Job says:

"One day the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them."

Now, this is a scene in heaven and before God were presented the sons of God, intelligent creatures created by Him. We must confess that we know very little about them. We think they are innumerable, as impossible to count as the sand of the sea. There is an immense number of these beings who are not human. They do not belong to our race, but they are intelligent creatures created by God and they are responsible creatures. They had to come before God and give a report, as a matter of routine, about what was happening on earth. And that's something, we think, that we should expect to happen. But now, we have here something that was truly overwhelming. We are told that among whom, that is, among the children of God, Satan also came. And that is amazing! Let's read verse 7 of this first chapter of the book of Job:

"And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From compassing the earth, and walking therein."

Incidentally, we will say that he had also come to file a report. It is surprising, isn't it, that he came from hell? No, he was not in that place because hell has not yet been opened. No one is in hell today; it will be opened when God's program for this world is finished. Hell is a place that has been prepared for the devil and his angels, but they are not there yet. The truth is that he has as much access to this earth as you and I, and more as well. We are told that he came before God and filed a report.

The earth is Satan's domain. In this scene he said that he had been walking the earth to and fro. He is called the god of this world and he is also called the prince of the power of the air. So he has access and freedom here on this earth today. Peter the apostle warned us of that danger, in his first epistle, chapter 5, verse 8, when he said: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. this was a warning and this is exactly what we are taught in the book of Job. Satan himself said that he had the freedom to come and go in this world.

Let us remember that when Satan tempted the Lord Jesus Christ he offered him the kingdoms of this world, and the Lord Jesus Christ never told him that he did not have them to give to him, but simply refused the temptation and replied, "Get thee behind me Satan". And apparently Satan has access to those kingdoms, and he has that kind of freedom.

And when you look at what is going on in this world, it would seem that Satan is in charge of things. But, it is God who is in control of everything, isn't it? God is controlling all things but He has given Satan a period of freedom. We have been told that this world in which you and I live is controlled by Satan because God has allowed him to do so. He must be overcome, we can only overcome him through our faith in the efficacy of the blood of the Lamb of God. This is truly a revelation. And it is certainly contrary to many beliefs of contemporary thought. Let us note what we are told here in verse 8, of this chapter 1, of Job:

"Then the Lord said to him, 'Have you noticed my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him, who serves me so faithfully and lives so upright and blameless a life, taking care to do no one wrong."

Here God gave a good report concerning Job, saying that he was an outstanding man. It seemed as if Satan had been trying to get at him and we infer this from the next phrase uttered by Satan, in verses 9 and 10:

Satan answered the Lord and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You not surrounded him with Your protection, him and his house and all that he has? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and therefore his goods have increased upon the earth."

As we said, this phrase apparently implies that Satan had been trying to get close to him to cause him some harm, and he had discovered that there was a kind of protective fence around him. Therefore, he had not been able to break through that line of defense.

We believe that there is a hedge of protection around every believer today and that Satan cannot touch the believer unless God permits it. And if God allows it, it will be because He has a purpose. This is one of the lessons that this book of Job teaches us. Let us now read verse 11:

"But put forth your hand now and touch all that he possesses, and see if he does not blaspheme against you in your own presence."

Then, Satan presented this slander on Job. I believe he belittles all mankind. And we believe that Satan truly hates mankind. He suggested that Job was nothing more than a servile sycophant of God. He says that we are servile and that if God were to take away the hedge of protection and take away everything we have, we would curse God.

This does not surprise us because there is no doubt that there are many people in the world who curse God. Today it is common to hear such blasphemies as part of the normal language of many people. This is an obvious demonstration of the kind of attitude and relationship that a large number of people have with God.

So we have seen that Job had around him a fence of protection set up by God, and when Satan saw that he could not touch him, he manifested his desire to do so. Satan hates mankind. Why anyone would want to serve Satan is beyond my comprehension, because he despises us. I would not want to have such a master. I want to serve a master who loves me, and is compassionate and understanding towards me. And that's the kind of master and lord that I have in God. And it says in verse 12 of Job 1:

"And the Lord said unto Satan, All that he hath is in thine hand; only lay not thine hand upon him. And Satan went out from before the Lord".

Here we learn that sometimes God allows Satan to take away the things we are relying on, or trusting in. And when those are taken away, we feel helpless, powerless and lost in the world. Many of us in those sad moments cry out to God.

Now let us note the following. God was going to allow Satan to take from this man everything he owned. And believe me, Satan would destroy us if he could. He had slandered both God and Job, inferring that God was not worthy to be served and loved for Himself alone, but that He had to pay Job to love Him. Satan is the enemy of God and of mankind.

We now come to the third scene, which extends from verse 13 to 22 of this chapter 1.
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Back to the land of Uz
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"One day it happened that his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine at their elder brother's house."

These young men were having a great time at the older brother's house. They were going from one brother's house to the other brother's house and having a feast every day. Evidently they were having the time of their lives. So what happened? Well, let's read verses 14 and 15, of this chapter 1, of Job:

And a messenger came to Job and said to him, "The oxen were plowing and the asses were grazing near them; and suddenly the Sabeans came upon us and carried them away, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword. I alone escaped to tell you the news".

Up to this point Job had enjoyed a peaceful life and suddenly, misfortunes begin to happen. He did not know that he had enemies like these. The Sabeans came leaving behind them a trail of death. And in verse 16 it says:

"While he was yet speaking, another came and said, 'Fire from God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the shepherds and consumed them. Only I alone escaped to tell you the news".

This was called "Fire of God". The human being has always blamed God when misfortunes happen with loss of human lives, such as cataclysms, earthquakes, etc. In these cases, one of the first reactions of many people is to make God the responsible being. In this respect, the human heart has not changed either. On that tragic day in Job's time, they said the same thing. Why didn't they say "the fire of Satan"? After all, who had caused that misfortune? Satan had caused it. And verse 17 goes on to say:

While he was yet speaking, another came and said, "Three companies of Chaldeans have attacked the camels and carried them away, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword. I alone escaped to tell you the news."

One can speak of economic bankruptcy and serious business losses. In Job's case it was a total loss. There was absolutely nothing left. Let us continue with verses 18 and 19:

"While he was speaking, another came and said, 'Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house, when a great wind arose from the desert side and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the young men, and they died. I alone escaped to tell you the news".

And here we have a tragedy that went beyond all tragedies. It was a terrible tragedy! All of Job's children died. A great wind from the wilderness blew the house where they were and destroyed it. What would you do, in a case like this? Well, let's see what Job did. Let's read verses 20 to 22:

"Then Job arose, and rent his robe, and shaved his head, and fell on the ground, and worshipped, and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither again. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job did not sin, nor did he attribute any folly to God."

Let us observe this man and listen to his testimony. Here we have a point of view and a philosophy of life, which we believers in Christ need to have at the present time toward material things, and it is this: that you and I came into this world with nothing in our hands. We came completely naked into this world. And, we are going to leave this world the same way. Remember an old saying that the shroud has no pockets. You can't take anything with you.

A few years ago a multimillionaire passed away. All his relatives were waiting outside the room where the sick man was lying, waiting for the old man to die and for the family lawyer to come out. When the lawyer came out he announced to them that the old man had died; immediately one of the relatives, perhaps one of the greediest of the family asked him with undisguised anxiety, "How much did he leave?" To which the lawyer replied, "He left everything, he took nothing with him."

that's how we came into this world and that's exactly the way we're going to leave it. It doesn't matter how many titles or deeds to property you own, how much money you have saved or how much life insurance you have. It is important that we assimilate this lesson into our philosophy of life. Whatever we own, let's think of ourselves as simply stewards of those assets. In the final analysis, they don't really belong to us, don't you think?

Well, this man Job, he fell to the ground and worshipped God. He tore his robe and also shaved his head and you could surely hear his weeping from afar. He had lost everything including his most precious treasure: his sons and daughters. But let us remember the phrase he uttered: "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.

And, whatever you possess, it is because the Lord has given it to you. And He can take it away from you, if He so chooses. He is going to hold you and me accountable for how we use what He has allowed us to have. It is for that reason that the apostle Paul told us in his Second Letter to the Corinthians that we are all "stewards". We are simply stewards of the things we have. A steward is in charge of things that belong to someone else. And God will ask you how you have used all the material things He has given you. Everything that exists here is God's; we are simply using it and when we leave this world we will not take it with us.

Job understood this truth and did not lose his faith. He was still clinging to God. And the sentence that ended this tragic episode was the following, which we read in verse 22: In all this Job did not sin, nor did he attribute any folly to God.

Thus, we arrive at
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Job 2:1-3
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The general theme of the whole chapter comprises two scenes; one in heaven between God and Satan (2:1-6); the other in the land of Uz (2:7-10), when Job lost his health and ended up in the city dump. Let us read then verse 1, in which the protagonists are
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Heaven, God and Satan
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"On another day the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord."

Here we see the intelligent creatures again reporting to God. Notice that they all had to report to God. And you and I, we are also going to have to stand before God and give a report. Remember that the Christian will have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ, as Paul said in Second Corinthians 5:10, and there we are going to have to give an account of how we have performed our function as stewards or stewards on earth. Thus, we will have to present our report. For believers will not have to stand before the Great White Throne mentioned in Revelation 20:11-15. In one way or another, all of God's creatures will have to present a personal report before Him.

Let us remember that He is God. We do not act with total freedom. How much freedom do we have? God has created us with certain limitations. We are His creatures. He is the Creator. We have to answer to Him.

When those children of God came before Him, let us note that Satan also had to come to deliver his report. He is not outside God's jurisdiction. Although God already knew what he was going to tell Him, Satan had to appear before God to inform the Lord about what he had been doing. And verse 2 says:

"And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From compassing the earth, and walking therein."

In other words, Satan was giving an account of his stewardship. He was directing, running the affairs here on earth. We believe he is still in charge of those affairs. Just look around you, and you will see who is conducting the disturbing situations we see in the world. Let's read, finally for today, verse 3 of Job 2:

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
|

. —
\\1 V/K N //1 \\ T,J‘

Q“I UJ [ES

m
TS AD D QU
BEGII /MEA yeU [LD £






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





