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Germany has some of the most “green” and “sustainable” cities in Europe. Some cities, like Hamburg or Essen, stand out for their conservation of natural spaces and use of renewable energy. Others, like Bremen or Berlin, are known for their water and sanitation systems. Cities can also innovate their public transport systems, achieving electric mobility, which has a positive impact on the health of the population. However, this improvement in quality of life contrasts with what is done to generate electricity not only by the transportation sector but also by industries and homes in that country. Specifically, the greenhouse gas emissions discourse contrasts with the external reputation that is presented. That is why it is necessary to constructively criticize the cognitive dissonance observed in German climate policy.

To contextualize the problem, it is necessary to refer to the recent history of Germany. After World War II and because of the implementation of the Marshall Plan for the reconstruction of Europe, Germany experienced rapid economic growth. This event was characterized by a significant increase in industrial productivity, which was described by the term “economic miracle” or Wirtschaftswunder. The development of the metallurgical, automotive, chemical, and other sectors, together with the adoption of Keynesian policies to encourage state investment to increase aggregate demand, allowed Germany to become one of the most “developed” countries. The generation of electricity that allowed this industrial boom originated in the exploitation of lignite mines, located in the North Rhine-Westphalia region, where the largest reserves of this mineral are found. Indeed, at some point, the equivalent of 50% of world production was used.

Today, Germany's energy strategies have changed, but the country still relies primarily on fossil fuels. Those fuels are responsible for the increase in greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change. In the case of coal-fired power plants are considered the infrastructures with the highest air pollution in the European Union. Indeed, nine of the ten most polluting coal plants are in Germany. For example, the Neurath plant, produced 19 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent in 2020 alone (Alves, 2022). Globally, in 2021, 28.1% of electricity generation originated from burning coal and natural gas contributed another 15.4% of the total (Destatis, 2022). These data show that dependence on the use of fossil fuels for electricity generation still persists and, what is worse, contributes significantly to the release of greenhouse gases into the air.


