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DEDICATION

I dedicate this book to my Father in Heaven. Papa, this is all Your doing. Never in a million years would I have guessed I would be writing these books. You prepared me for this task and gave me the gifts to do this, though hidden until now. You never cease to amaze me. To You be all glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen.







PREFACE

I had no intentions of ever writing a book. It’s never been on my radar. But recently, I thought more seriously about passing something on to my family after me. But what? I have studied the Bible for decades, using many study materials. In addition, I have attended multiple conferences, prayer gatherings, teaching seminars, and Bible studies, as well as read books and watched or listened to hundreds of hours of Christian testimonies. I thought about writing the Bible in a version that’s easy to understand, maybe with some notes, comments, and perhaps stories from what I have learned.

No sooner did this thought cross my mind than my friend Matthew Robert Payne gave me a challenge. In fun, I had rewritten some Bible verses as my own version and given them to him. He liked them so much he asked me to do the entire book of James. Then he said that I should add my own commentary and publish it! What?

Since then, I have published a few other books. After this, I plan to write each book of the New Testament, combining some books together. I would like to eventually finish the whole Bible, including the Old Testament. What an undertaking! But I am confident that I will complete it with the Lord’s help.

Writing and comprehension were my nemesis in school. I had to take the English part of the Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT) three times just to get the minimum required score for my college. So the idea of writing a book was overwhelming, to say the least.

Before I begin, here’s a little background on me.

You should know why I have studied the Bible as I have. I grew up in a Lutheran family, was baptized as an infant, confirmed in the church, and had checked all the right boxes, so to speak, to be right with God. I later joined the Air Force, and my life took an interesting turn when I was selected as an F-16 fighter pilot. I was looking forward to being like Tom Cruise in the movie Top Gun (even though that was about the Navy). But before my training, my flight commander, who had flown fighters himself, explained the gory details of how to shoot enemy aircraft out of the sky. I had an internal conflict—how I could do that and not violate the law of “thou shalt not kill” of the Ten Commandments? I talked to my neighbor, who was a so-called born-again Baptist and told him my dilemma. He asked if he could come over and discuss the Bible with my wife and me. We started in the living room, and my wife had questions about the Gospel, which I knew very little about. So I let them talk and stayed out of the way and went in the kitchen to do the dishes.

As I was washing them, the Lord began talking to me. God had never talked to me before in this way. I thought my conscience was getting the best of me. But as you will see, I wasn’t the one asking the questions. God said, “Why is your neighbor talking to your wife about Me and not you?” In other words, why wasn’t I in the living room going through John 3:16 with her?

I had no answer.

Next, He asked me, “Why do you know so much about your airplane, but you know nothing about My Word?”

Again, I had no answer. I was an Air Force instructor pilot in the supersonic trainer, the Northrop T-38 Talon. I was also an expert in takeoff and landing data and wrote a teaching manual on the subject that took me two full years to research. No such handbook existed before mine. I knew the airplane well.

Then I watched scenes of my life—emotional scenes—playing before me like a video. I saw that I was spending too much time at work, which caused fights with my wife. After each argument, the conflict would lessen. But then we had another one and another. I understood how my selfishness and wrong priorities were causing these conflicts. But our situation would always turn around, so I just thought that “time heals all wounds.” I realized God was working in the background, doing damage control. He had been working all this time. Through all these images, the Lord was showing me I’m not that good at running my own life and that He’s much better at it if I let Him take control.

The last question threw me. “Will you give your life to Me?” He asked.

I stopped drying the dishes and placed the towel on the counter. I said, “What do you mean ’give my life to you’? No pastor has ever told me I had to do that. I did all I was supposed to do in the Lutheran church.”

Then scenes of my childhood at the Lutheran church we attended came to mind. I was in the basement, sitting on the carpet, watching the teachers put felt animals on the easel as they told us about Noah’s Ark. Then I heard the words we recited every Sunday. The pastor would say, “God is good.” And we would respond, “All the time.”

My mind went blank. I felt confronted by a God I did not know. I didn’t even seem to understand the right way to live. I responded, “If You are who You say You are, I guess I’ll give my life to You.”

That’s it. The conversation was over. I didn’t feel or hear anything. No goose bumps. No speaking in tongues. I didn’t even give it a second thought, but my life changed—radically. I now had an insatiable hunger to read the Bible. I won’t go into those details, but I have always come back to that question, “Why do you know so much about your airplane, but you know nothing about My Word?”

So I dedicated my life to knowing the Bible. With more than three decades of diligent study, I feel I have some insight to pass along to future generations about understanding God’s Word and how it applies to our lives. Be patient as I do not have any theological degrees or formal training. The highest position I held in church was as a substitute children’s Sunday school teacher.

As a reference, I am including the World English Bible (WEB), which is based on the American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, an updated work from the King James Bible of 1611. The WEB is very similar to the New King James Version (NKJV), if you are familiar with that. If you prefer a different version, I recommend that you compare that version with mine for better understanding. For those interested, I put the Dundy-style version by itself at the end for your convenience.

Many people, like the younger generation, find the Bible hard to understand. I hope that my version will help clarify these difficult sections. I intend to bring out the original meaning in fuller detail, including explaining difficult or even cryptic words and phrases. If someone reading the Dundy-style version says, “Oh. That makes sense. Now I get it,” then I’ve done my job. As you will see, I take generous literary license in connecting thoughts, giving background information, and explaining terms to make this book more casual and digestible.

The original texts of the Bible had no chapters, verse numbers, or punctuation of any kind—not even capital or lowercase letters. In fact, ALLTHELETTERSRANTOGETHERLIKETHIS because it was so expensive and time-consuming to copy and disseminate written materials by hand. So if the authors of the books of the Bible were to write to us today, I am sure they would have been more descriptive and used more words. “The proof is in the pudding,” as they say, so I would appreciate any comments or feedback at my email: SuperSassa777@gmail.com.





INTRODUCTION

The book of Galatians is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the Christians in Galatia in modern-day Turkey. The Good News or Gospel was under attack by Christian Jews, who insisted that converts had to follow certain Jewish laws, such as circumcision, to be right with God. So Paul masterfully sets out to defend the truth of the Gospel in this letter in what some call “The Magna Carta of Christian Liberty.”1

The attacks were not just levied against how a person can be right with God, but were also against Paul’s authority on this subject. Since he was not one of the eyewitnesses of Jesus’s ministry, Paul states he received the revelation directly from Jesus Himself after His resurrection (Galatians 1:11–12). With that settled, Paul goes right to work, laying out his arguments and covering three main areas.

The Gospel

Since almost all early Christians were Jewish, one of the main sticking points of the first Church was how non-Jews or Gentiles could be saved. Paul says Gentiles are included in salvation by faith in Christ in Galatians 3:8, 14. This was, of course, good news to the Gentiles. Paul so clearly lays out what the Good News is all about that he even calls it “my Gospel” three times in his other letters. (See Romans 2:16; 16:25; 2 Timothy 2:8.) In fact, Paul was so effective in reaching the Gentiles for Christ that he was known as the Apostle to the Gentiles, while Peter was the Apostle to the Jews. (See Galatians 2:7–9.) Incidentally, I sometimes use the more common term “the nations” interchangeably with “Gentiles” throughout this book. I also use the name “Peter” for Cephas. (“Peter” is his Greek name while Cephas is his name in Aramaic.)

