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INTRODUCTION




THE SYMBOLISM IN THE BIBLE
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"Your word is a lamp to my foot and a light on my path." 

Psalms 119.105

In the Sacred Scriptures, there are many figures and symbols for us to understand spiritual things. The Bible is not just any book but a book that deals with the things of God and not with human things that can be explained in words. No vocabulary can explain the person of God and his works; for this, God uses symbols and speech figures. It becomes easier when the Bible says "your word is a lamp" because we already know what a lamp is, and deeply understand what this verse says. It is a simple form of saying a lot in a few words. In other words, we know that the lamp serves to illuminate, and the word of God also serves to illuminate our minds to see our mistakes and our outcomes. We still know that; at that time a lamp was lit with oil inside. So, is the word of God, the oil of the Lord's anointing is in his word.

This is a quick explanation of this verse to make you understand what Scripture means in the figurative sense. Symbols offer us concrete explanations of abstract things and not only in the Bible but in literature in general we can see the figurative sense in all cultures. They are archetypes, that is, a character, themes, or symbols common in various cultures and eras. For example, fire is a purifying force because it purifies gold, the wind is refreshing, water washes, purifies, and sustains life. These are symbols that represent reality in a symbolic form and are not only Biblical but also used in all the scriptures of the world. Another advantage of symbolic use in writing is its embellishment, returning pleasant writing through its ornamentations. The ornamentation of writing is called "figures of language or rhetorical figures" and can be:

Symbols: they are things, or objects that represent spiritual truths Mk 8.34b "Whoever wants to come after me should deny himself, take up his cross and follow me."

Types: are people or facts that express moral or spiritual truths







Mt 12.40 "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the big fish, so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth."







Hyperbole: it is an exaggerated increase or decrease in reality







"Every night I make my bed swim; I wet my bed with my tears." Ps 6.6b

Parable: it is a narrative in which people and facts correspond to moral and spiritual truths Lk 16.11-24.

Metaphor: It is a way of saying, in which one term replaces another given a relationship between the elements of similarity that these terms designate.







"And he said to them, Go and say to that fox, Behold, today and tomorrow I cast out demons and perform healings, and on the third day, I come to the end of my race." (Lk 13.32).







Personification: It is a way of saying, which consists in assigning inanimate objects or irrational beings' feelings own or the actions of human beings (Judges 9.8-15).  

Anthropomorphism: Attribution to God of human faculties. It is a way of thinking that assigns human characteristics or aspects of God.

"And the Lord smelled a sweet smell" Gen 8.21a

These figures are a strategic way of writing in which a specific way can be applied in the text to achieve a certain effect. We have seen only a few examples but, like all scriptures, it has much more and it is necessary to know when we study the symbols of the Holy Spirit.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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In the study of Christian Theology, the word "Pneumatology" (study of the Holy Spirit) comes from the Greek "Pneumatos" and means "Spirit", just as the term means the doctrine of the Holy Spirit.

––––––––
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- The Holy Spirit in the Old and New Testaments:

The person of the Holy Spirit exists in the Old Testament, and as we’ll see, he’s first of all, because he is eternal. In this capacity, he was always active, even in creation. The Old Testament period was a time of waiting where man was being prepared to receive the Holy Spirit to remain forever in the heart of man. God's contact with man was occasionally through a prophet, patriarch, or priest, and not always. The Holy Spirit would come down for a time and talk to the man, would give him inspiration for any special service, and then return. He didn’t remain with men, nor did he dwell with them as in the case of the seventy elders who prophesied around the tent: "Then the Lord came down into the cloud and spoke unto him, and took of the Spirit who was upon him and put him upon the seventy elders; now when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, though later they did not do so again" (Nm 11.25). But the day of the fulfillment of the Lord's promise arrived, and on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended and remains with us until the day of the Lord Jesus' coming. The Greek word "Pentekostos" meaning (fifty) was an annual Jewish festival also known as the "Feast of Weeks", which was the Feast of the Firstfruits of the Harvest. It was a feast celebrated fifty days after the Easter and all the Jews, both those who lived in Jerusalem and those who lived far away, came to celebrate this feast given its importance. This is why there were so many people on the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the feast of Pentecost. Then with the descent of the Holy Spirit, we live in the dispensation of the Holy Spirit, and he dwells in the church helping us to reach heaven. The presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts provides us with the joy of living, of praising God until the Lord comes.
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- The implementation of the Holy Spirit:

The Holy Spirit dwells within our hearts, we are his dwelling place and he has pleasure in living in us. But he is holy, pure, and does not dwell where there is sin. We must seek attitudes that can share with the holy nature of the Holy Spirit. We must have:

- Purity of Heart (Mt 5.8): The Holy Spirit is pure and has no malice, so we too must have a pure heart to be the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit (1Cor 6.17) always maintaining a clean life (Ec 9.8). 

- Humility: It is humility that makes us grow in our spiritual life. We have several examples in the Bible of people who conquered kingdoms with his humility. The Bible says: "Before glory comes humility" (Ps 18.12). The Holy Spirit alone dwells where there is humility and when we think that we are strong it is the moment of our fall, but when we recognize ourselves as weak, God comes to our aid (1Cor 12.9,10).

- Faith (Hebrews 11.6): Without faith, it is impossible to please God. It is through faith that we can have an intimate relationship with God.

- Obedience (John 7.37,38: It is an attitude of submission to the Holy Spirit, where we obey his command which is obviously for our good.  

––––––––
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- The implementation of the Holy Spirit in the future:

In all that has happened from past eternity until now, the Holy Spirit has been active and will continue to be active in the eternity to come. The Holy Spirit is life, it is movement, it is peace, and all these things will be there in the future. We will not be inert or sleeping or anything like that but we’ll worship God for all eternity through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit knows the future and then reveals to us what will happen. The Bible says, "Now we have the mind of Christ" (1Cor 2:16). We have the opportunity to know what God thinks and receive a word from him for a certain situation, and to know His thoughts, so we must seek Him, be with Him, invoke Him. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit will announce things to come to us (Jn 16:13) meaning that the Holy Spirit can make known to us his will, and what he prepared for us before it happened to give us a great advantage in our spiritual life.  We do not need to live in fear or anxiety, but in faith; for this, we must pray that the Lord will reveal His mind to us about the future so that we know how to behave when events come. The Holy Spirit can give us visions, prophecies, and prophetic dreams (Acts 2.17) because he knows the future and wants to reveal it to us. In the coming of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will raise the dead (1Thess 4.16), transform our mortal bodies by giving us an eternal and perfect body, be with us in the supper with the Lord Jesus, and will introduce us to the servants of God of the Old Testament (Mt 8.11), at the moment of receiving the rewards, the Holy Spirit will work like fire burning our works and thus making the true result of what we have produced appear (1Cor 3.12-15). In the millennial period, he will fill everyone with his presence, bringing us peace and security on the earth (Ez 11.19; Joel 2). And then, for all eternity we will be in eternal dwellings with the Lord to worship him (1Thess 4.17).
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Sins Against the Holy Spirit
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It is possible to sin against the Holy Spirit and it is even very easy once we are sinners and our carnal body always seeks carnal things. But once we have decided not to sin and to be spiritual things can change and even living in this carnal body, we can have a balanced spiritual life by not feeding carnal feelings. Open our hearts to God and let the Lord dominate our feelings by controlling our lives to lead us to heaven. Those who do not know God can easily resist the voice of the Holy Spirit to the point of never having a way back. God is spirit and we are flesh, and the flesh does not understand the things of the spirit because they are spiritual and eternal. They are things that belong to a level where we cannot through our mortal flesh at least understand them. Here are some transgressions that are commonly committed:
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