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INTRODUCTION


	 


	We all cherish great men and women from every field and profession in life. When we read or hear about successful personalities from any profession, we thrill at them, celebrate them and we even can tabulate their stories and sincerely wish ourselves were those people. Unfortunately, we often seem less concern about the secret of their success. We just do not care to know their secret than we busy “worship” and wishing to be like them.


	What is the secret of academic progress? Or is it a gift given to some few individuals? Can celibacy, marriage, family and environment affect academic progress? Well, I believe the libertarians, economists and the motivational speakers of our day who strongly believe in the uniqueness and capability of man will never allow us draw to an end that academic progress is a gift to some few. Man, what he needs is strategic plan. Progress and success are not much about ability for man already is able but careful planning. Men who fail in life are those who, perhaps could not planned well! 


	Success is a matter of methodology and strategy. This is clear justified in the many “how –to” books maintaining and discussing ten, fifteen, twenty keys of …, ten principles or laws of …” such is the postmodern theory of progress and success.


	But is this true? Is success just a matter of careful planning? Is academic stand-still lack of planning – planning of the time table, for example? It is not in the scope of this booklet to debate all the questions, however, I must acknowledge that planning certainly has its place in progress and success of any kind but it can never be central factor. It is always a secondary matter. 


	The secret of progress and success, let me quickly put it in a passing respect, is determination. Determination is the inertia energy or impetus that sets every genuine, every ordinary being on motion and journey to success. Men of determination can always and almost keep advancing and attend success without much planning as such. When men are determined for something, it cannot be an exaggeration to say that nothing in heaven or on earth could be a barrier. No, not even God! when David was determined to delight in and meditate on God’s law, rejection, mockery, trouble and distress could not stop him (Psalm 119:13a, 141, 143); when Joshua was determined to walk with God, the majority could not convinced him (Josh. 24:15), when Daniel and friends were determined not to worship idol, the fiery finance and the lion den could not appall them (Daniel 3:16-18, 6:10); when Nehemiah was determined for the rebuilding of the temple and the broken wall of Jerusalem, Tobiah and Samballat could hardly stop them; when Ezra was determined for Studying, keeping and teaching God’s Law, family affairs and the situation of time could not stop him (Ezra 7:10); when the primal people were determined for a democratic government and city of Tower, only God could stop them. All these men may not have had expertise knowledge on strategic planning, yet they succeeded. The secret of their success is determination. If we are determined like them, school fees are hardly an issue.


	You may ask: What then is determination? Fine! Determination in a general sense is a conviction of certainty on something that calls for complete attention, time and resources gladly expend on without regret and complain but rather count it all joy, privilege, and an investment. To put it differently perhaps more explicitly, what you are determined for gives you joy and satisfaction and so you joyously dedicate your life for it to an extend it becomes your God or god!
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