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PREFACE.


The human hair being an ornament

which it is almost everybody's endeavour to preserve inviolate as

long as possible, it is explicable, why the fear of losing that

ornament has become a matter of speculation of charlatanism on the

credulity of the public. The best means of confounding the designs

of such speculations, is the statement of real facts, distributing

thus the light of knowledge.


The following pages are intended to

be a popular treatise, aiming at showing that the laws by which the

life of the hair is governed differ not from the laws to which the

body at large is subject, and that deviations of normal development

must be considered—as is the case in other organs—as

disease and treated as such. Although this little book

aims—as already mentioned— at being a popular treatise,

yet I hope that some of the chapters may interest even those who

have a knowledge of the subject, I allude to the chapter on the

chignon-fungus.







  
CHAPTER I. -HISTORICAL REMARKS.





From the remotest times, and by all

nations, great importance has been attached to that appendix of the

human body which is considered one of its finest ornaments; Julius

Caesar, the great Roman General, who, unfortunately, was

bald-headed, considered therefore—according to the Roman

historian Suetonius— of all the honours bestowed upon him by

the Senate, that as the greatest, by virtue of which permission was

granted to him to wear permanently his laurel in order to cover his

deficiency of hair.


A head densely grown with hair has

always been considered as a symbol of vigour and strength. Thus

Samson says to Delilah_, " There hath not come a razor upon mine

head


If I be shaven, then my strength

mil go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other

man/^ And, indeed, ^^ she made him sleep upon her knees; and she

called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks

of his head ; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went

from him/^


Accordingly, “baldhead”

was used as a strong term of reproach. Thus 2nd Kings,

ii. 23, we read of Elisha, " And he went up from thence unto

Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little

children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him. Go up,

thou baldhead; go up, thou baldhead.'^ But one of the most

degrading forms of expressing contempt amongst the ancient Jews was

plucking off the hair. We find Nehemiah mentioning this as a

punishment inflicted upon those who had contracted irregular

marriages.


Shaving the head is often referred

to by the Hebrew prophets, denoting metaphorically affliction,

poverty, and disgrace.


We cannot therefore be astonished

that war ensued from the offence given by the Prince of the

Ammonites to the delegates of David in shaving off the one-half of

their beards. The natural thinness or want of hair was the more

dreaded because considered as the first stage of lebra which

excluded the afflicted individual from society, being compelled to

live outside the precincts of the town.


The Arabs also consider a bald head

as a disgrace,, and therefore in the conclusion of their oath, when

accused of some crime, they say: “If I have done it, then may

the Lord turn my locks into a bald head.” The Arabs value

their hair so highly that they sacrifice it after each pilgrimage

to Mecca in the valley of Mina, which ceremony forms the most

solemn concluding act of the pilgrimage. In Greece, it was likewise

customary to put the hair of a boy, when becoming a youth, upon the

altar of a tutelar deity; but this was done not only on the

occasion just mentioned, but before any other serious or solemn

undertaking—marriage, for instance—^before a long

journey, going to war, &c. On the graves of beloved ones the

hair was laid down as a sacrifice^ which was called the '^ mourning

locks/^


Thus the Levites—whose

business it was to give to the priests all necessary assistance in

the discharge of their duties and to keep guard round the

Tabernacle, and afterwards round the Temple—cut their hair

when initiated into office, from which ceremony in the Roman

Catholic Church the tonsure is preserved up to the present day. It

consists in shaving the crown of the head as a preparation for

orders, and the higher the degree of priesthood the larger the

tonsure that is required. It is a curious fact that the Church was

never favourable towards the wearing of long hair. Pope Anicetus is

said to have been the first who forbade the clergy to wear long

hair, but the prohibition is of an older date in the churches of

the East. There is a canon still extant of 1096, importing that

such as wore long hair should be excluded from coming into church

while living, and not to be prayed for when dead, and in France

under Hugh Capet the priests excommunicated all who let their hair

grow with great vehemence against luxury of all kinds^ but chiefly

against long hair as most criminal and most universal. " When any

of those vain people/' says William of Malmes-bury, " bowed their

heads before him, to receive his blessing, before he gave it he cut

a lock of their hair with a little knife which he carried about

with him for that purpose, and commanded them by way of penance of

their sins, to cut all the rest of their hair in the same manner.

If any of them refused to comply with his command, he denounced the

most dreadful judgment upon them, reproached them for their

effeminacy, and foretold that, as they imitated woman in the length

of the hair, they would imitate them in their cowardice when their

country was invaded, which was accomplished at the landing of the

Normans. Serlo, a Norman bishop, acquired great honour by a sermon

which he preached before Henry I. in 1104, against long and curled

hair, with which the King and all his courtiers were so much

affected, that they consented to resign their flowing ringlets, of

which they had been so vain. The preaching prelate gave them no

time to change their minds, but immediately pulled a pair of shears

out of his sleeve,, and performed the operation with his own

hand.


Not only in the churches and

confessionals has war been declared against long hair, but public

discussions were held and volumes written about it. Thus, a

professor of Utrecht in 1650, wrote expressly on the question,

whether it be lawful for men to wear long hair? and accounted for

the negative. Another divine, named Raves, who had written for the

affirmative, replied to him. Whether the intention to exterminate

long hair was dictated to old worn-out priests and professors by

envy of an ornament of which they were deprived by various causes,

is difficult to say; but it is remarkable that the early Egyptians,

who were proverbial for their habits of cleanliness, likewise

removed their hair as an encumbrance. All classes among that

people, including the foreign slaves, were required to submit to

this custom (Gen. xli. 14), and in place of Nature’s covering

they made use of wigs, the reticulated texture of the groundwork on

which the hair was fastened allowing free circulation^ while the

hair effectually protected the head from the sun.


According to Oriental notions the

hair must be black and dense in order to be considered beautiful.

Thus we find in Solomon’s Song (v. 11) " His head is as the

most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven.


Other poets compare the

maiden’s locks more frequently to the dark night in which her

countenance shines brightly, like the silver moon; and wicked

Jezebel knew already well dressed hair to be a powerful help

towards good looks, for when she heard of Jehu’s coming to

Jezreel, she painted her face, and attired her head, and looked out

at a window (2nd Kings, ix. 30).


We know from the New Testament,

that Mary did not consider her hair unworthy to wipe the feet of

Jesus with at Bethany. The same was done to Him by the woman, the

sinner, in the Pharisee’s house: " She began to wash His feet

with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head.


It was a custom among the Greeks to

hang up the hair of their dead at the door to prevent any one from

defiling himself by-entering the house. This is in close connection

with another Greek custom of long hair not only being a privilege

of free men, but its different lengths also denoting certain

positions in life. The Greeks, having the most refined taste for

everything that is beautiful, considered the hair one of the finest

ornaments Nature has bestowed upon man, and great attention was

paid to its management. The first and principal sign of thraldom

was, therefore, forfeit of the privilege of wearing long hair. This

is, in a certain degree, preserved up to the present time, in so

far as the hair of prisoners at their entering the gaol is cut

short. Even the citizens of Sparta, where all ornamental attire was

prohibited by law, could not part with the one which they

considered the gift of nature; and by the way in which their hair

was cut, clan, rank, and age could be recognised. When Charillus

was asked why the Spartans wore long hair ? he replied, ^^ Because

it is the cheapest ornament.^^ Curly hair was particularly esteemed

in Athens,, and the hairdressers were at that time already busy in

giving it artificially that shape, if it had not grown so

naturally. Contrary to the Oriental taste the Greeks held fair hair

as the finest; and the art of dyeing the hair, if not naturally

light-coloured, was in those times already a very profitable

business.


The Romans wore a long time the

hair of the beard without shaving or cutting it, and the time is

not exactly known when they began to do it. Thus Livius seems to

tell us, that this custom was in use from the year 369, for,

speaking of Manlius Capitolinus, who was taken prisoner, he relates

that the greatest part of the people being troubled at his

imprisonment, changed their clothes and let their beards and hair

grow. If this were so, then we may infer that out of time of

mourning they had their hair cut and their beards shaved.

Nevertheless Varro speaks clearly, that the first barbers came out

of Sicily to Rome in the year 454, and that a man called Ticinius

Menas brought them. From that time the young men began to have

their beards cut, and hair, till they became forty-nine years old,

but it was not allowed to be done above that age^ says Pliny. The

day when young men were shaved for the first time was a day of

rejoicing, and they were careful to put the hair of their beard

into a silver or gold box, and to make an offering of it to some

god, particularly to Jupiter Capitolinus, as Nero did, according to

the testimony of Suetonius.*


The ancient Britons were proud of

the length and beauty of their hair, and were at much pains in

dressing it. A young warrior who was taken prisoner, and condemned

to be beheaded, requested as the last and greatest favour, that no

slave might be permitted to touch his hair, which was remarkably

long and beautiful, and that it might not be stained with his

blood.


Among the Frankish kings, says

Gregory of Tours, it was long the peculiar privilege of the blood

royal to have flowing locks, while for all other persons there were

gradations in the lengths and peculiar cut of the hair, according

to the rank, from the noble down to the close-cropped slave. When a

prince was excluded from the right of succession to the crown^ his

long locks were shorn to denote that he was reduced to the

condition of a subject. From the time of Clovis^ the French

nobility wore the hair shorty but as they grew less material they

allowed it to grow longer.


Long hair was the prevailing

fashion at the court of Francis I. when the king, proud of the

wound of his head, appeared with short hair, and thereupon that

style became general. Long hair again came into vogue in the reign

of Louis XIIL, and as curling was found inconvenient, wigs became

fashionable. Then followed the reign of hair-powder, perriwigs, and

perukes of enormous dimensions, which, together with many other

things no less preposterous, were swept away in the tide of the

great French Revolution."^


To refer to the customs of the

different nations concerning the hair would result in a voluminous

book, but the above remarks will suffice to show that the part

played by the hair in ancient times has not been less important

than it is at present. This does not only hold good in respect to

natural but also to artificial hair^ which was used not only by the

Egyptians, but also by the Greeks, the Carthaginians, and

especially by the Romans, amongst whom the sale of human hair,

particularly the blond hair of Germany, was an ordinary species of

traffic. Dyeing the hair, too, was much practised by the Romans,

and a kind of gold-dust was used by the ladies who did not adopt

borrowed locks. Josephus relates that King Solomons horse guards

daily strewed their heads with gold-dust which glittered in the

sun."


In the present time the artificial

hair trade has assumed great proportions, and I think the subject

is interesting enough to justify the following extract from an

article in the Daily News:


"The statistics of the false hair

trade furnish curious evidence of the increased and increasing

artificiality of the age. Male wigs have gone out of fashion, and

it is the enormous quantities of false hair used by ladies which

have caused the vast rise in its price. This has gone np 400 per

cent, within the last dozen years, while four times as much is used

now as at that period. Sixteen times as much money is consequently

spent upon this article of adornment in the present year as was

devoted to it in 1856, a suggestive fact for the swains who are now

admiring the silken tresses of their fair partners in the dance, or

at the sea-side promenade. Those who only know false hair from the

curious lumps of it in the hairdresser’s windows, and from a

general suspicion that they see it on the heads of some of their

friends, cannot form a notion of the extent to which the trade in

it is carried on. It has wholesale dealers with large warehouses,

and skilled labourers constantly at work. It is manufactured to

meet the wishes and the purses of all classes of society, from the

sixpenny frizette sold to fill out the sparse locks of the

servant-of-all-work, to the ten-guinea head of hair made up to aid

the beauty of a duchess. The finest specimen of this elderly hair

will sell for as much as two guineas an ounce; while the very best

black or brown will sell from eighteen shillings to new guinea and

the best flaxen at about a guinea and a-half. The latter variety

is, be the quality what it may, about fifty per cent, dearer than

black or brown hair, while white or grey fetches more than the

latter by 100 per cent. For it is unnecessary to say that much of

the hair sold is far less expensive than that just quoted. Quality,

colour, and length determine its price, which ranges from a few

shillings an ounce upwards. After the hair has been combed and

washed and dried, it is folded into oblong parcels, such as large

skeins of silk or worsted that are kept in the shops. Fair Saxon

hair is still greatly in demand, and, as the stock of it must be

kept up, many of the other colours have to be stained to the

favourite hue. But dyeing hair is far less easy when it has been

cut from the head. The natural perspiration of the human subject

acts with the chemical compounds used, and it is the boast of the

fashionable hairdresser that he can change the hair to any colour

by a few applications of his famous washes. The lady who had

stained her hair to what she considered the fashionable colour had

in many instances attained a tinge unlike any other thing on earth.

When, therefore, she wanted a new chignon, or tresses to match her

latest hue, it was impossible to procure them. No shade of flaxen

but by the side of her own metallic yellow would seem dull and

flat; and the only way out of the difficulty was artificially to

stain the hair a gold until it looked as unnatural as the hair

growing. We should mention that a considerable trade exists in

false beards, moustaches, and whiskers. During the American war a

vast number of these were sent out to the United States, and a

steady demand continued until the peace. Our informant did not

profess to account either for the sudden want of whiskers and

beards, or for its equally sudden cessation. But the fact is

curious, that the demand lasted as long as the war, and gradually

dropped off at its close. The moustache and whisker, like the best

wig fronts and scalps, are based upon a fine network of white hair,

through which the skin of the wearer shows, and a ' parting^ is

secured which fairly rivals Nature. Our investigations have been

made among some of the largest wholesale dealers in human hair, as

well as at some of the most fashionable retail shops.





Both abound in the metropolis. The

penalty of such inquiries is_, that they inevitably leave a hideous

doubt upon the mind of the reality of the curls^ or chignons, or

tresses. When art imitates Nature so wonderfully, and where

—as figures and professional witnesses prove to us—a

large proportion of the female population avail themselves of art,

it becomes exceedingly difficult to draw the line between the two.

After seeing and handling hair taken from many thousands of heads,

and being taught its use, the belief is pardonable, if morbid, that

false locks are almost as common as real, and that whenever they

are especially beautiful they should awaken most distrust."
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