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Instrumentation

Violin
Clarinet in B-flat
Violoncello

Piano

Clarinet is notated at sounding pitch in the score

Programme note

This piece was composed in December 2015.
It was inspired by the total lunar eclipse which took place on the 28th of September
2015.
This event gave me the idea to plan a composition on the basis of some analogies
with the Moon’s orbital motion.

The lunar cycle consists of eight principal and intermediate phases in relation to the
shape of the illuminated portion of the Moon that we can see.
The piece is based on Olivier Messiaen’s second mode of limited transposition, that
is the octatonic scale, and it consists of eight short sections. Since the Moon can not
get out of its orbit, similarly, the composition harmonically remains within the eight
sounds set. As orbital movement involves an object traveling around another, the
main theme alternates with a secondary one and tries to evoke a sense of rotation by
means of the compound time.
In the middle of the piece, an abrupt and sudden chord momentarily breaks the
harmonic rule. This is to highlight the fact that the lunar eclipse signifies a temporary
change in the lunar cycle.





