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    Contemplating on the wall




    This book is an absolute must-read for designers and all those interested in understanding Architecture and the design process. It is a bold exploration into the realm of architecture in terms of and beyond ‘Walls’. Written succinctly, with hand drawn illustrations, the book analyses the wall on three levels- walls in physical space, in design and in theory. Reading this book will revolutionize the reader’s viewpoint about architecture and provide new insights into the design process.
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    Introduction




    A disclaimer for readers, who pick up this book and skim through its contents- It is simple to follow the line of thought of this piece once you accept that it does not deal with the physical wall. It does not grapple with questions that have confronted minds such as ours, in lectures on structural mechanics and architecture, like how to make a wall stand, such that it may support the load of the roof and its own. It does not attempt to state the obvious; that the advancement of technology and the science of building have almost always determined the properties of the physical wall.




    It is not a codebook, which reveals the secrets of the human mind, that have resulted in the architecture deemed as great in the past. It digresses from the physical wall at the nascent stage; it does not cover the physical wall in its entity or its evolution chronologically. It does not try to pin point any one factor that has created what is called the ‘essence of architecture.’




    It sheds no light on what the nature of walls in the future must be. It establishes no ideas, no pointers towards a politically correct architecture of the future. This manuscript achieves nothing in concrete terms.




    It does not try to increase our knowledge of the wall; it only works at improving our understanding of it. It wonders at the wall. What is it, after all? Does it hide, as much as it reveals? What lies beyond the functional wall?




    To commence the discussion, let us focus on-


  




  

    The point of Origin....from which the wall originates.




    Geometrically speaking, a point moves to generate a line, which expands to form a plane. This on acquiring the third dimension becomes a wall: “A summary of the kinetic energies which move the point into a line, the line into a plane and the plane into a spatial dimension.” Hence, the simplest form of the wall which can be described as a three-dimensional solid, capable of defining space.
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    Along with the horizontal planes, the ceiling and the floor, walls provide enclosure. This is one of the primary accomplishments of the built form. Within this enclosure, humanity has survived the vagaries of nature, the torment of an ever-changing external environment. Within walls, man performs the complex task of living, shielded from intruding eyes. They are the surface on which man expresses, the results ranging from cave murals to profane graffiti. The functional aspect of walls that of security, demarcation, territorial markers, protection, segregation and articulation is well understood and exploited. In fact, “the box formed by the walls has been subject of more thought and labor than the architectural space itself.”




    Each day, on sites, we see old walls being razed and new walls being put up in their place. Not long after man had struck two stones and learnt to light a fire, he learnt to stack stones, one over the other and posed one of the most pertinent of questions yet unanswered: the relation of the container and the contained, the inside and the outside, the within and without. The Stonehenge conveys the paradox, which architectural walls present.
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    Architectural space originates when it becomes associated with a limit. Since every architectural volume, every structure of wall, constitutes a boundary, a pause in the continuity of space.... it demarcates exterior space from the interior space. Hence they contain space as well as restrain it. Are walls purely a physical device to be relegated to books on building construction or do they influence the space they contain? Walls built and unbuilt, in their relation to space- physical and intellectual in their role as containers or activators, as constraints or release, obstruction or reflection are questioned throughout the article.
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