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Introduction

	 

	Eric Thomas, born on September 3, 1970, is a renowned motivational speaker, author, and educator who has inspired countless individuals with his powerful speeches and messages of perseverance and success. His life story is a testament to the transformative power of determination and resilience.

	 

	Early Life

	 

	Eric Thomas was born in Chicago, Illinois, into a challenging and turbulent environment. His childhood was marked by adversity and hardship. When he was just a child, his parents separated, leaving him in a state of instability and uncertainty. Eric and his siblings were often left to fend for themselves, and they experienced homelessness at various points in their early years. These difficult circumstances forced him to confront the harsh realities of life at a very young age.

	 

	At the age of 16, Eric Thomas dropped out of high school. He found himself living on the streets, surviving on whatever odd jobs he could find. The turning point in his life came when he met a preacher named Otis, who took him in and provided guidance and support. Under Otis's mentorship, Eric began to rediscover his sense of purpose and the importance of education.

	 

	



	

Education and Transformation

	 

	With Otis's encouragement, Eric Thomas reenrolled in high school and earned his GED. He went on to attend Oakwood University in Alabama, where he pursued a bachelor's degree in education. During this time, he also became deeply involved in the church, where he honed his skills as a preacher and motivational speaker.

	 

	After completing his undergraduate studies, Eric Thomas continued his education by pursuing a master's degree in educational leadership at Michigan State University. His academic journey was a reflection of his commitment to personal growth and a determination to break free from the cycle of poverty and adversity that had defined his early life.

	 

	Rise as a Motivational Speaker

	 

	Eric Thomas's transformation didn't stop with his educational achievements. He discovered a passion for motivating and inspiring others, drawing on his own life experiences to connect with people facing challenges. He began delivering powerful speeches and lectures, often combining his charismatic delivery with relatable anecdotes from his life.

	 

	 

	One of the pivotal moments in Eric Thomas's career came when he released a YouTube video titled "Secrets to Success," which quickly went viral. In this video, he shared the story of his journey from homelessness to success, emphasizing the importance of hard work, perseverance, and a strong work ethic. The video resonated with millions of viewers and catapulted Eric Thomas to international recognition as a motivational speaker.

	 

	Author and Entrepreneur

	Eric Thomas's impact continued to grow as he authored several books, including "The Secret to Success: When You Want to Succeed as Bad as You Want to Breathe" and "Greatness Is Upon You: Laying the Foundation." These books expanded his reach and allowed him to share his motivational messages with an even broader audience.
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